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EARLY RESPONSE TEAM TRAINIG 

“There is one body, but it has many parts. But all its many parts make up one 
body. It is the same with Christ. We were all baptized by one Holy Spirit. And so 
we are formed into one body. It didn’t matter whether we were Jews or 
Gentiles, slaves or free people. We were all given the same Spirit to drink. So 
the body is not made up of just one part. It has many parts.”  
(1 Corinthians 12:12-14) 
 
Earlier this year, Kentucky sustained major flooding and hundreds of houses and businesses were 
destroyed. The Kentucky and Red Bird Missionary Annual Conferences have been working with 
UMCOR and other disaster relief agencies to conduct assessments, identify needs in the community, 
and develop a plan to provide assistance. Part of this process involves inviting Early Response Teams 
(ERT) to assist with the initial clean-up efforts. 
 
Early Response Teams are a cooperative effort between UMCOR and United Methodist Volunteers 
in Mission and fill specific needs in the early days and weeks after a disaster. Team members are 
specifically trained and certified to respond to the needs of survivors, provide the caring presence of 
the church and offer hope as they begin the process of recovering. 
 
While you can support disaster work in many ways, including praying, giving financially, and 
assembling relief kits, becoming a certified ERT member will allow you to take a more active role in 
the disaster response process. 
 
If you would like additional information about becoming an ERT member, click on this link and 
select the option for training: https://www.susmb.org/drm-resources/ 
 
If you would like to schedule ERT training, please contact Doug Hoy (Conference Disaster Response 
Coordinator) at drc@susumc.org or calling (717) 766-7441. 
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