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President’s Message 

Hello, everyone!  I hope you have all had a chance at this point to take 
advantage of this fantastic summer God has given us. I love our 
summertime traditions with picnics, barbeques, s’mores, and 
fireworks. As I write this, we are setting up for our church’s VBS. It is 
wonderful to see so many women from our local UWF unit here 
lending their time and talents to feed all the volunteers and help 
prepare for the kids next week. Later this month, many of us will take a 
deep dive into Luke 13 at our Mission U Express days and the scene 
here reminds me of the fig tree and the fruit we are expected to bear.  
 
There are many places in the Bible where a fruitful tree is used as a 
symbol of a life well lived. The fruit we bear is in our service to others. 
Earlier this month, I accepted with sadness the resignation letter of 
one of our district officers, Linda Hart, from the nominations 
committee. Life moves on, and in this season, Linda’s priorities must be 
directed on family. It has been a true pleasure working on the district 
team with Linda and she has been a wonderful, lasting example of 
what a great woman of faith should be. I can imagine her laughing at 
that statement, but it is nonetheless true. Linda has produced a lot of 
figs over the years, lol, and we are extremely blessed to have her in our 
sisterhood. She is truly like the yeast in our bread, quietly and 
unobtrusively permeating every inch until the whole has been wholly 
blessed. (Reference Luke 13:20)  
 
The district leadership team will meet very soon to finalize the details 
for the upcoming Annual Day 2022. We hope to assemble a variety of 
thought-provoking, faith-building offerings that day, with the focus on 
gratitude. The day’s theme will be “Att-tea-tude of Grat-tea-tude” and 
you are encouraged to bring and donate a teacup and saucer that will 
be shipped to Women At Risk, Int’l (WAR). WAR is an organization that 
serves exploited women and children, globally and domestically. 
Rescued women will repurpose our teacups into elegant, high-end 
candles to be sold in support of operating WAR’s many safe houses.  
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I’ll end with this, taken from Winning the War Within by Charles Stanley, “God has a beautiful way of taking 
something negative and turning it around for His glory – if we let Him.”  If we respond properly to our 
shortcomings and failures, God can use it to bring Himself glory and to better prepare us for His service. I 
encourage each one of you to evaluate if you are just taking up space in the garden or if you continue to bear 
fruit. Use these glorious sunny days to really see the blessings God has given and meditate for a moment on 
gratitude.  

I hope to see many of you at Mission U Express and Annual Day 2022 very soon!   Blessings, Amy 
 

 
 

 
Symposium 

 
The Women of Faith 
at Calvary UMC in 
Harrisburg were 
treated to a daylong 
symposium with 
Julie Henning, the 
author of her book A 
Rose in the Ditch.   
 
Eighty members and 
guests learned of 

Henning's post-war Korea childhood as a mixed 
race outcast.  She and her mother survived 
poverty, starvation, and discrimination. Henning 
was eventually adopted by the Nobel -Prize 
winning author Pearl Buck and grew up in Bucks 
County where Henning continues to work for the 
Pearl Buck Foundation to support Korean orphans. 
 
The event was an opportunity to share lunch and 
conversation and, at the same time, to learn of the 
life-changing experience of becoming a 
Christian.  Henning's testimony was an inspiration 
to all. 
 
 
 

 
 

The Bouquet of Tables 
 

Since the 194O's Baughman UM Church in New 
Cumberland has been hosting a special event on a 
Saturday morning in early June.  It was originally 
called the Rose Breakfast. Women from the church 
volunteered to be hostess of a table at the 
breakfast.  They could invite friends and family to 
be seated at their table.  Many women from the 
community were invited every year. 
 

The tables were to be set in any way the hostess 
chose.  Frequently the ladies would bring roses and 
other flowers from their home gardens to decorate 
the tables for the event. The tables would be 
unique and lovely, each in their own way -just like 
the women who attend the event.  
 

Each hostess brings a breakfast treat - coffee cake 
or breakfast danish, for example. All the treats are 
gathered together, and each hostess fills a serving 
plate for her table with a variety, from everyone's 
contributions.  Coffee and fruit cups and delicious 
pastries are enjoyed along with fun and fellowship 
at each table.  
 

Next, entertainment is a treat for the attendees. 
This is a wide variety too - sometimes a singer or a 
band, sometimes a magician, or a juggling act, or 
actresses presenting skits. 



 
This event has adapted over the years, it is now 
called the Bouquet of Tables. Hostesses still 
perform the same tasks to make guests feel 
welcome and still get to decorate their tables in 
any creative style they choose. Every year there are 
tables that could easily get rave reviews on 
Pinterest. We reach out to other local churches 
every year inviting them to attend. This is all 
denominations, not just our UMC neighbors. We 
have been enriched by their attendance every year. 
 
We choose a collection item each year and give 
guests the opportunity to contribute. The last 
several years we have collected gently used purses 
and other totes. Salon Platinum in our town 
collects them and 'sells' them for donations. They 
have partnered with Domestic Violence Services of 
Cumberland and Perry Counties and DVSCP 
receives 100% of all donation funds  
 
This annual event is a blessing to our church. We 
pray it is a blessing to those who attend. We pray 
to be "doers of the Word, and not hearers only.'' 
James 1:22 

 
Neighborhood Center Lunch by Calvary 

UWF, Harrisburg. 
 

Nancy Shenk, Leslie Fox, Joan Carney, and Diane 
Cintron served 50 children and staff a nutritious 
meal at Neighborhood Center.  The meal was 
prepared in the Calvary kitchen by these ladies and 
Romney Noone, Linda Baumgardner, Bonnie Evans, 
and Sue Weikert. The children especially enjoyed 
their ice cream desserts.  

 
 

Mission Central HELP Need for Flooding in Kentucky 
 

We have been devastated over the flooding in Kentucky. We will continue to monitor the situation, but the 
current death toll stands at 40 with hundreds unaccounted for. More storms are bearing down, flood watches 
are in effect and flash flooding is continuing.  
 

Mission Central sends our love, support, prayers and very soon, resources, to those that lie in the impacted 
areas. We are currently working with UMCOR to get 1,900 Flood/Cleaning Buckets to Kentucky. 
 

But, we need your help! 

• Pray for those impacted by this devastation. 
• Make a monetary donation to Mission Central’s disaster relief. 
• Donate supplies – we are in need of the following for our Flood/Cleaning Buckets: 

• 16 oz. to 40 oz. liquid concentrate household cleaners, no spray cleaners 
• Re- useable cleaning wipes, no terry cloth or microfiber 
• Scouring pads, no stainless steel or pads with soap in them 

• Volunteer! We are in need of warehouse and donation door assistance. This can be short term or 
longer term. (Please email Laurie for details missioncentral@missioncentral.org or call 717-766-1533.)  

Thanks to your support, Mission Central donated over $2 million in Flood/Cleaning buckets in 2019, 2020 and 
2021.  Your donation helps us respond quickly to immediate disaster and long-term recovery needs. 
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Join us for our next Annual Day on October 1 from 
10:00pm – 2:00pm at Emmanuel UMC (22 Salt Road, 
Enola). The registration fee is $12.00 and includes 
morning refreshments and a tea luncheon. 

Registration opens at 9:00am. 

Bring a teacup and saucer to donate to Women At Risk, 
Int’l (WAR). WAR’s many talented artisans will repurpose 
your teacup donation into beautiful candles to be sold in 
support of its safe houses.The day also includes a speaker 
from WAR and a boutique of war chest items for sale. 

Certified lay speaker Cindy Thomas will provide a 
message on gratitude. 

Our afternoon workshop is presented by Rosemary 
House and will include a tea sipping peace ceremony. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Harrisburg District Annual Day, October 1, 2022—Emmanuel UMC REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Please complete ALL information on the form.  Additional copies may be made.  Each person attending must complete a 
form.  Completed forms and $12 per person are due by Sept. 15. Make checks payable to: Harrisburg District United 
Methodist Women.   Send forms and payment to:    Donna Speelman, 600 Yale St. #706, Harrisburg PA 17111 
 

Name for Badge______________________________________________________________________________ 

Church_________________________________  Current Office (If Applicable) ____________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________________State________Zip____________________________________ 

Email _____________________________________ Phone ____________________________________________ 

Check ALL that apply: I am a member of: ___2021 5 star unit   ____2021 reading program  

 _____2021 mission today unit   ______1st time attendee 

Will you need child care?  ___NO    ___YES    _____# of children __________________________ages of children.    

Child care is free, but please bring bag lunches for your children.   

Please list any special dietary restrictions you may have:  ______________________________________________ 



MEMORIAL SERVICE DURING 2022 DISTRICT ANNUAL DAY, 
October 1, 2022 

Dear Unit Leaders,  
We will be honoring our UWF saints that have passed 
between September 1, 2021 and September 1, 2022 at our 
annual meeting.  Please send their names and their unit 
name - NO LATER THAN - September 15, 2021 to:   
 Marlyn Diehl, e-mail:  hooverdiehl@gmail.com, 

      Mail to:   2616 Yale Ave, Camp Hill 17011 
 

HARRISBURG DISTRICT UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  
REPORT ON GIVING January to June 2022     
       
UNDESIGNATED GIVING       
Pledge                6,993.33       
Special Mission Recognition                      40.00       
Gift to Mission                      55.00       
Gift in Memory                      70.00       
World Thank Offering                   829.23       
Total Undesignated Giving                7,987.56       
       
Pledge             25,000.00       
Short of Pledge for 2022           (17,012.44)      
       
DESIGNATED GIVING       
Call to Prayer & Self Denial                   412.00       
Neighborhood Center                   653.00       
Total Designated Giving                1,065.00       
       
Total Giving                9,052.56       
       
EXPENSES for JAN TO JUNE 2022 ACTUAL BUDGETED     
Officer Expenses    ( including mileage, 
supplies, newsletter and postage)                   249.15                 825.00      
General Expenses (audit)                   120.00                 515.00      
Meeting Expenses (SED's)                   349.00             1,675.00      
                   718.15             3,015.00      
       
Funds from Conference                1,000.00       
       
CHECKBOOK BALANCE                   910.78       
       
Thank you for your giving and supporting United Women in Faith. Donna Speelman, Treasurer    

 
 

mailto:hooverdiehl@gmail.com


ASSEMBLY 2022 – TURN IT UP 

The United Methodist Women Assembly 
Conference is every four years.  In 2022, the 
Assembly met in Orlando, Florida. Three 
members from the Harrisburg District went to 
the Assembly.  They were Marlyn Diehl, Linda 
Fortney, and Margaret Bosley-Brightbill. 
 

The Assembly is a gathering of UMW from all 
over the world.  I saw women from many of 
the states, Togo, and Africa.  It brought women young and old together to embrace 
our commitment to children, youth, and women.  We learned about social issues 

that we could be a vital part of the change that can happen when we all work together.   
 

The UMW is changing their name and logo.  It has not been fully approved but we will soon be “United 
Women In Faith”. The new name hopes to attract more women who are doing the work of the church but do 
not want to be limited to meeting with a book to tell them what to meet and discuss.  The new name will give 
churches other options for meeting and being a part of the United Women In Faith. 
 

Assembly was three days of "Turning It Up" with informative speakers, upbeat music, deep moving devotions 
and meeting new friends.  The next Assembly will be in 2026 in Indianapolis, Indiana.  The Assembly in 2022 
turned it up!  Put it on your calendar to come in 2026 and see just how far they turned it up! 
Respectfully submitted, Margaret Bosley Brightbill  
More information can be found at: https://uwfaith.org/blog/2022/women-turn-it-up-at-assembly-2022/ 
 

SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT DAYS 
 Greetings from the office of your District Spiritual Growth Coordinator! 

 Well, it’s not exactly an office really, with a desk and all that.   I thank the Lord that He 
is everywhere, all the time, in an office, kitchen, on the road, (three places I’ve been to write 
this!).  And our prayers need no device to reach him!  (Which is lucky for me as I have NOT 

mastered most devices.)  So I am thankful each day for his watchful care over us, his love that knows no 
bounds and his presence that is always with us. 

 Spiritual Enrichment Days will grace our calendars again in April 2023. We are seeking a host unit in 
each cluster.  The hostess will provide the hospitality; the district team will provide the program (with help 
from your pianist and sound technician).   Here is a special way to serve as well as reach out to new women to 
unite with us in faith!  Please contact me if your unit would host this event sometime after Easter.  We like to 
offer a variety of days (weekdays or weekend) and times (evening, Saturday am, Sunday afternoon) to give all 
women an opportunity to participate.    Thanks for considering! 

 A memorial service is an integral part of our Annual Day.  We honor our sisters who have passed on 
this year, from September 1, 2021 through August 31, 2022.  Please send names of those in your unit whom 
you wish to honor in this service.  Email would be best or send to me at 2616 Yale Ave, Camp Hill 17011.
 In His Service, Marlyn Diehl, hooverdiehl@gmail.com, 717-525-4430 

 

https://uwfaith.org/blog/2022/women-turn-it-up-at-assembly-2022/
mailto:hooverdiehl@gmail.com


Newsletter 

If you have members of your Unit who do not receive the newsletter and would like to please have them email 
me their addresses at:  umwvine@yahoo.com.  Susie Grubb, Newsletter 

Book Recommendation 

One Dress. One Year:  One Girl's Stand Against Human 
Trafficking  

By:  Bethany Winz, Susanna Foth Aughtmon 

How can one girl change the world? It all began with a heart for justice and a 
little black dress. In 2012, sixteen-year-old Bethany Winz decided to make a difference. To raise awareness, 
she decided to wear the same black dress every day for a year to bring attention to the lack of choices slaves 
have.Her yearlong journey was one of hope, discipline, and sometimes disappointment. She celebrated some 
successes yet despaired at the depth of the problem. As she found her identity tied to the things she did, 
Bethany discovered that while she stood for freedom for others, she also struggled to find her own freedom in 
believing that she was loved just as she was. 

A true story of how YOU as an individual CAN make a difference, YOUR voice matters.  Sometimes the smallest 
gestures have lasting impact.   
 

Pertinent right now and would be a good read prior to our Annual Day when there will be a presentation by 
Women At Risk, an international organization that unites and educates to create circles of protection around 
those at risk through culturally sensitive, value added intervention projects.   
 

At Annual Day we will also have merchandise for sale from their WAR Chest Boutique.  This boutique seeks to 
market and sell handcrafted items made by at-risk and rescued men and women from around the world, while 
educating our shoppers about the risks the vulnerable face in our world. We invite you to shop with a purpose 
at the WAR Chest Boutique!          Susie Grubb 
 

REMEMBER: Please send book recommendations to: Susie Grubb, 321 Newport Road, Duncannon, PA 
17020 or umwvine@yahoo.com. 

Share 

Please consider sharing your unit events either before or after.  If your unit is having an event that others could 
attend or a fund raiser we can publicize it in the newsletter.  If you had a really interesting speaker or event, 
share.  It would be wonderful to hear from more units.  Units are always looking for ideas for programs.  Let’s 
share!  Newsletters deadlines are February 1, May 1, and August 1.  Send article information to 
umwvine@yahoo.com or mail to:  Susie Grubb, 321 Newport Road, Duncannon, PA 17020. 

Directory Update 
Mt. Olivet President address change:     Marjorie House, 312 Asbury Drive, Mechanicsburg, 17055 
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“Welcome to the 13th session of the Susquehanna Annual 
Conference! After two years of conducting the business of 
Annual Conference virtually, and of celebrating our annual 
special worship services in hybrid formats in different 
locations, isn’t it good to be able to gather together in person 
again? You betcha. So, be sure to take time (outside of our 
worshipful work sessions, of course!) to renew old 
acquaintances and forge new relationships with other United 
Methodist sisters and brothers in Christ. Those personal holy 

conferencing times can be productive and fruitful for kingdom work, too, as we live out our conventionalism 
through encouraging, supporting and building up each other.”  By Rev. Barry C. Robison Conference 
Superintendent - Harrisburg District and Dean of the Cabinet 

For me, Margaret Brightbill, UMW delegate representing the Harrisburg district, the Annual Conference was a 
delightful gathering of believers who wanted to “Do A New Thing” after two years in our homes because of 
the Pandemic.  It was a time of renewing our commitment to our church and to each other as we move 
forward. 

For the first time in our conference, we have two Bishops who are leading us at the Susquehanna Conference.  
Two women, Bishops Sandra Steiner Ball and Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi.   Each of these women brings a 
wide variety of talents and energy to this ministry of leading our conference.  I found them both to be elegant 
speakers and strong in their faith and ready to tackle the tasks at hand. 

The conference is a mix of Prayer, Singing, Business, Resolutions, Bible Study, and Fellowship time.  It’s the 
exchanging of ideas and possibilities of what we can accomplish with all of working together to make disciples 
for the transformation of the world.  I found myself ready for what we had to accomplish at the sessions and 
exhausted but grateful to be there by the end of the day.  I saw old friends, and made lots of new ones too.  I 
try to sit with a new group of women each meal to gather ideas on what we can do to further the kingdom 
through the UMW.  As our name will change soon to United Women In Faith, I pray that more women will feel 
a part of the group to lift up Children, Youth and Women, and to make a difference banding together to tackle 
social justice issues. 

On the last day of the conference it was announced that the next session would be in Williamsport, PA.  The 
information below is from Steve Cowfer – Susquehanna Annual Conference Session 2023. 

Just before the end of our current conference session, the Rev. Dr. Kathleen E. Kind announced the plan for 
the 2023 session of the Susquehanna Annual Conference. The session will be different from recent sessions in 
several ways. The location for next year’s conference will be the Community Arts Center in downtown 
Williamsport, Pa. The conference will convene on May 18 and conclude on May 20, 2023. One major change 
being explored is that there will be no registration fees for clergy or lay representatives. However, food and 
lodging will be the responsibility of everyone individually. The Susquehanna Annual Conference will aim to 
provide recommendations for lodging in the form of downtown hotels with blocked rooms at group prices. In 
addition, the sessions’ committee will aim to recommend restaurants near the meeting facility and possibility 



of making boxed lunches available. Mark your calendars now and keep your eyes open as information is made 
available as next year approaches. 

If you would like to view any of the conference you can do so on the conference website.  All the sessions and 
outcomes of all the resolutions can be viewed on the site. Annual Conference – Susquehanna Conference 
(susumc.org) 

At the end of the Ordination Service there is an alter call for anyone who has felt a calling to the ministry.  If 
you come forward you are greeted and given an invitation to attend a meeting for you to explore the next 
steps in serving the UMC as a lay leader, local Pastor or to become an ordained Minister.  I have felt called to 
explore the possibility of becoming a local Pastor.  It will take me about 5 years but I feel God asking me to do 
more to further His Kingdom.  Please pray for me as His calling unfolds for me. Respectfully submitted, 
Margaret Bosley-Brightbill 

Neighborhood Center Needs Help to Help Others  

As President of the Harrisburg District, one of my duties is to sit on 
the Board of Directors for Neighborhood Center.  Today the Center is 
experiencing some very challenging times. The Center is operating 
today under the leadership of an interim director.  After over a year 
of searching, the Board has been unable to attract and hire any viable 
candidate to fill this role. To compound matters, the Center has felt the loss of several other staff members 
and have not yet been able to fill those vacancies either. 

As a result of the staffing issues, the interim director has had no choice but to suspend the Summer Adventure 
program for school age children.  Summer Adventure is an all-day summer program for children up to the age 
of 12.  Abruptly suspending the program presents obvious challenges to families who were relying on the 
Center for day care. While attending the program children received quality educational time as well as two 
nourishing meals each day. The loss of this program with little to no notice will be felt acutely by those who 
needed it the most, but the Center must align with state regulations regarding student to staff ratios. 

Neighborhood Center and its predecessors have been serving the Harrisburg community for over 100 years.  
The Center has persevered all these years thanks to the steadfast support of the Susquehanna United 
Methodist Conference and specifically the support of United Women in Faith. The generosity of UWF units 
throughout the conference, through their partnership with Neighborhood Center, has made a real difference 
in the lives of the children and families served. 

The Center needs you more than ever right now!  Neighborhood Center needs your prayers. Please pray that 
the Board and staff are always guided by God’s love in their service to the community and that our Heavenly 
Father fills all of the open positions at the Center with quality staff members who are committed to giving the 
very best learning experience to each child who enrolls.  

If you are a retired teacher or have childcare experience with the proper clearances, or if you know someone 
with these skills, please consider helping the Neighborhood Center through this current crisis until permanent 
staff appointments can be secured. And please pray!       Amy Whitworth 
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The 2022-2023 Program Resource Book is now available for $14.99 in print and digital 
options.  Also the  United Women in Faith website offers a New brand brochure (#M5310, 
25-pack bundle, free for postage and handling – “We Believe Love in Action Can Change the 
World")  

SLATE of OFFICERS FOR 2023 

 President:  Amy Whitworth      Vice President:  Vacant            
 Secretary:  Ronda Peters     Treasurer:  Donna Speelman                
 Spiritual Growth:  Marlyn Diehl    Program Resources:  Susie Grubb     
 Nominations:  Chairman and Four more members NEEDED - VACANT 

CLUSTER LEADERS 

Capital Area East:   Susie Grubb  Capital Area West:  VACANT   Lower WS/Mech.:  Patty Kirk 
WS/Perry:  VACANT   Lykens Valley:  Linda Hart  West Cumberland:  VACANT 

As you can see we are in great need of members to serve as officers for the coming year.  To be a Cluster 
Leader you do not have to go to a church in that cluster.  Officers meet approximately three or four times a 
year.  We want to keep the Harrisburg District a vibrant part of the Susquehanna Conference.  Please pray fully 
consider how you can help.  Contact any of the officers on the front page of this newsletter for more 
information and how you can be more involved in Our District.    

Save the Dates 

September 15, 2022  Deadline for Registration for Harrisburg District Annual Day 

Saturday, October 1, 2022 Harrisburg District Annual Day 10-2 (9 Registration begins)
    Emmanuel United Methodist Church, 22 Salt Road, Enola 

 Don’t forget your teacup and checkbook, cash, or credit card to 
 support purchases from Women At Risk 

 October 15, 2022 Deadline for Registration Susquehanna Conference Annual Day   
  Registration form in SUSCON Newsletter 

 Saturday, November 5, 2022  Susquehanna Conference Annual Day    
      Lake Winola UMC, 326 Maple Drive, Lake Winola, PA 

 February1, 2023  Newsletter Deadline Harrisburg District UMW Heart of the Vine 

 February 8, 2023  Deadline for Registration for Susquehanna Conference Retreat  
      Registration form in SUSCON Newsletter 

 March 10-12, 2023  Susquehanna Conference Retreat      
     Best Western, 7701 West Branch Highway, Lewisburg, PA 
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