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A Note From
Our President
SUE REISINGER
SUSUMW PRESIDENT

Greetings to all! We are at the start of a

new year. However, we still have many

obstacles to our meetings together due

to the pandemic. I realize we cover a

large area of Pennsylvania including

very rural areas, suburban and urban

areas. With the current numbers of

COVID cases, you need to review the

conditions within your area. I

encourage anyone that meets in

person take precautions. I encourage

everyone to get their vaccine and

booster, if possible. I got my booster in

December. 

I trust our local and district units to

make decisions that are the best for

all. I will be participating in a District

meeting by Zoom in January. My

Northeast Jurisdiction, National

meetings, Susquehanna Conference

board and committee meetings

continue to be by Zoom. Currently we

are planning to have our first

executive meeting of the year on

February 12 in person while offering

Zoom for those who want to or must

stay home. We will be distributing the

2022 Directories at this meeting.

Districts should be planning to have

someone attend to pick up their

directories. The first planning meeting

of the year for Mission u will also meet

that day.

(Continued)

Each of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of

God’s grace in its various forms.
1 Peter 4:10



(President's note continued)

Assembly is still planning to be in

person and virtual. Due to the low

number of registrations, they have

reduced the workshop choices.

Registration is still open. Our

conference has only a handful of

people attending in person. Even

those attending virtually do not equal

the participation we have had in past

years. LDD (Leadership Development

Days) are being held in conjunction

with Assembly. I am planning to

participate in the Ubuntu day of

service before the start of Assembly. I

will be attending the LDD training

during Assembly. I encourage you to

take advantage of this quadrennial

opportunity.

               If any of our districts are

planning any Zoom or other recorded

events, I would appreciate that they

extend their invitations to other

districts and their local units. We have

districts that are struggling with

leadership. They could use your

support. We have Call to Prayer and
Self-Denial coming. Hope everyone in

our conference has an opportunity to

participate in a Call to Prayer and

Self-Denial event in person or virtual. 

Financial
Report
TONI OPLINGER
EXITING TREASURER

Report for 

January 1, 2021 - December 31, 2021 

We paid $127,087.51 towards our

Pledge of $130,000.00. In addition to

the undesignated giving towards the

Pledge, another $23,405.50 was given

in designated funds. 

Local units, please get your info into

your district newsletters. District

teams, please get your info on any

upcoming events to Diane Geer, our

communications person, before each

deadline listed in the conference

newsletter and the new directory. 

               Diane is keeping the

Facebook page and comments

current. I also often post items that

come from the National office, as well

as anything I find inspirational. I

encourage you to respond to

discussion questions on the Facebook

page. I hope to offer more devotional

and Bible studies on the Facebook

page in 2022.

               Don’t forget to check the

unitedmethodistwomen.org website

for resources and inspiration. Check

out the Faith Talks available. Read

your Response magazine. I am

looking for conference appointees

for the Reading Program and as

Registrar. If you are interested,

please do not hesitate to contact me

at suereis@ptd.net or on my cell

(570)490-4439. 

               Blessings to all of you in all

you do for the Lord!

 A  total of $150,493.01 was  given  

 to  the   mission   work   of   United   

Methodist Women in 2021.  

Thank you, ladies, for your

generosity as we continue the

legacy of United   Methodist  

 Women   responding   to   the  

 needs   of   women,   children   and   

youth through faith, hope and love

in action at home and around the

globe.

Congratulations to State College

and York Districts for exceeding

their 2021 Pledges.
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organist@embarqmail.com
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Treasurer:
Belinda Mullen 
bmullen1974@gmail.com

Comm. Coordinator:
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Spiritual Growth:
Gretchen Mackey 
gemackey@pa.net
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Nomination Chair:
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Many Gifts
One Spirit
GRETCHEN MACKEY
--SPIRITUAL GROWTH

As a young child I  visited the PA Farm

Show every year. This year, I watched

virtually, one of my favorite events –

Sheep to Shawl. I’m amazed at the

process, skill and finished product.  I

greatly admirer those women in our

SUS Conference who excel at this

knitting skill, which I lack.

           I offer to you the hymn, “Many

Gifts, One Spirit”, commissioned for

an Assembly of the Women’s Division

of the General Board of Global

Ministries in 1973. This hymn reminds

us to celebrate God’s wonderful gifts

to each of us as we move into our

faith journey for our time and into the

future.

Mission Today
GLENDA SHEPHERD
-MISSION TODAY

First I want to commend those units

who were faithful in mission during

2020 in spite of everything. Our

numbers were down somewhat, but I

was impressed with what you

accomplished.

It has been a blessing this past year to

be able to do more things in person

than in the previous year.

Many Gifts, One Spirit
Refrain:

Many gifts, one Spirit,

 One love known in many ways.

 In our difference is blessing,

 From diversity we praise

 One Giver, one Lord,

 One Spirit, one Word

 Known in many ways,

 Hallowing our days.

 For the Giver, for the gifts,

 Praise, praise, praise!

God of change and glory,

 God of time and space,

 When we fear the future,

 Give to us your grace.

 In the midst of changing ways

 Give us still the grace to praise.

God of many colors,

 God of many signs,

 You have made us different,

 Blessing many kinds.

 As the old ways disappear,

 Let your love cast out our fear.

Freshness of the morning,

 Newness of each night,

 You are still creating

 Endless love and light.

 This we see, as shadows part,

 Many gifts from one great heart.

than in the previous year. I hope that

made for more opportunities in

mission. 

I would like to get your completed

Mission Today forms by June 30. I

would prefer to get them in the mail,

but I will accept them by email if that is

the best option for you. A form can be

found in this newsletter.

I will be happy to answer any questions

you may have by email or phone. (see

sidebar for contact info)

INCLUDED IN
THIS ISSUE

Mission Today 2022
form.

Updated Assembly
2022 Info

Save the Date - 
Mission u
SUSUMW Annual
Day

MISSION TODAY
FORMS
DUE - 
JUNE 30, 2022

Please send forms, or
any questions to:

Glenda Shepherd          
8 E Belmont Ave
Dallas, Pa. 18612

gcshepherd@hotmail.com
205-299-6313

Form found in this
mailing.

-3-



Diversity
Resources in
Question
PHYLLIS TERWILLIGER
--PROGRAM ADVISORY GROUP
MEMBER (PAG)

The York District United Methodist

Women’s Annual Day was

held on September 25, 2021 at

Winterstown UMC. 

Earlier in September, Central York

School District’s teachers

received an e-mail saying they were

no longer allowed to use

materials on the diversity resource

list in their lessons.

Most of the resources had been

created by people of

color and address issues like racism

and diversity.

During September there were a

series of protests and rallies with

students, parents and community

members.

It drew local and national media

attention. 

After hearing a wide range of

opinions from students and parents

the

Central York School Board reversed

their previous ruling and reinstalled

the diversity resource list. 

Some of the books on the list were:

• “All the Colors We Are” - 

    (a children’s book from the

     2019 UMW Reading Program list)

• “So You Want to Talk About Race” -                                                                                                            

(   2020 UMW Reading Program list)

• “Pushout” - 

  (2021-22 UMW Reading Program list)

• “I am Malala” - 

    (2016 UMW Reading Program list)

• “White Fragility” - 

   Susquehanna Annual Conference

   virtual study

As United Methodist Women we

embrace the Charter for

Racial Justice. On York District Annual

Day the UMW were given the

opportunity to write affirming UMW

postcards to Central York School

District for reinstating the

diversity resources list. 

Below is  Toni Oplinger’s (former

Susquehanna Conference UMW

President and Treasurer) postcard

statement: 

“I am grateful the Central York School

District is brave enough and caring

enough to reinstate

the diversity resource list that

restricted teachers from

using various resources predominantly

from people of color.   As a member of

United Methodist Women I am

(we are) all about racial justice. 

Thank you for reinstating

the resource list. 

Blessings, Toni Oplinger

STAY
CONNECTED

Keep up to date with the
happenings, find forms,
prayer requests,
devotions and special
announcements between
newsletters.  Anyone is
encouraged to join - not
just district or
conference officers. 

Join our Facebook group:
facebook.com/groups/susumw
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SUSUMW
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINES

Issue 17/Vol 2 -- 

May 2022
info deadline - April 15
published - May 1

Issue 17/Vol 3 -- 

August 2022
info deadline - July 15
published - August 1



Call to Prayer
and Self Denial

2022

Social Action
DOLLY LUCAS
--SOCIAL ACTION

Here we are, in 2022, still in the

pandemic dealing with the issue to

vaccinate or not to vaccinate and a

struggling Health Care System.

Climate change also continues to be

an ongoing major issue, causing

wildfires, hurricanes, tornadoes,

flooding etc. In follow up to the RGGI

(Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative)

in PA, the Republican majority

opposed joining the 10 New England

and Mid-Atlantic states to reduce

greenhouse gas emissions from the

power sector. PA is a major

greenhouse gas producer. Senator

Judy Ward stated "Joining the RGGI,

would result in closure of PA coal fired

power plants, the loss of family-

sustaining jobs and a negative impact

on the states economy". PA is a major

exporter of electricity to other states,

including the RGGI states.This

electricity is produced using fossil

fuel. 

This is disturbing since, UMW purports

ending our dependence on fossil fuel

is a key aspect of Just Energy for All

Campaign. RGGI is a cap and trade

program. Together, the RGGI states

set an enforceable regional limit on

the amount of carbon pollution that

power plants are allowed to emit and

sell pollution permits up to this limit

through quarterly auctions.

Another climate justice issue was in a

press release from Elizabeth Chun

Hye Lee (Climate Justice Lead and

Executive for Economic and

Environmental Justice, United

Methodist Women) on November 21,

2022. The press release is entitled:

United Methodist Women Applauds

White House Proposal for Stronger

Rules on Methane Emission; Noting ,

that Low-Wealth, Black and other

Front Line Communities Will benefit.  

 It can be read online here: 

 https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.

org/news/united-methodist-women-

applauds-white-house-proposal-

methane-emissions .  

The rule must be strengthened to

address methane reductions in

smaller wells and issues of fracking.

Annually, the oil and gas industry

releases 16 million tons of methane

into the atmosphere and over 12.5

million Americans live near these

operations that threaten their health

with toxic pollution. As women of

faith, called to care for God's creation

and love our neighbors, we support

stronger regulations. 

Please read the Jan/Feb Response

issue article "From Awareness to

Action" and read how one family was

impacted by fuel extraction by

Chevron.

Please also continue to be in prayer

concerning the Racial Justice

problems in this nation. I am pleased

to see that policeman and white

persons are being held accountable

for their actions against black

citizens.
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Find resources here:
unitedmethodistwomen.org/call-to-prayer



Assembly 2022
Update
TONI OPLINGER
--ASSEMBLY LIAISON

ASSEMBLY UPDATE as of January 10,
2022, 5 p.m. -The Assembly Planning

Team and the Senior Leadership

Team have taken a close look at the

registration numbers and

programming for Assembly 2022.

COVID uncertainty is affecting travel

and registration across the globe. Due

to lower-than-expected Assembly

attendees and to ensure that the

program fits the size of the audience,

a reduction in the number of

workshops has been made. Making

the cuts were not easy decisions and

National does not take lightly the

commitment and support of its

members. Each attendee will still

attend one workshop on Friday and

one on Saturday.If your workshop was

cut, you will be assigned to a similar

workshop and an email notification

will be sent to you.You will also be

given the option to choose another

workshop.

For questions or help, contact Toni

Oplinger, Assembly Liaison at (717)

229-2119 or

toplinger5009@comcast.net

**Please Note:
If you register to attend in-person, then

decide to attend virtually, the

difference in cost will be refunded

minus a $5 processing fee. 

Hotel Info:

To reserve a hotel room, contact

Orchid.Events at 888-341-3540 or 801-

214-7283. 

Your choices are:

1. Rosen Centre 

$174 + 12.5% tax/night for one to four

persons (chosen by our Conference)

2. Rosen Plaza 

$158+tax/night for one to four

persons

3. Hyatt Regency Orlando 

$198+tax/night for one to four

persons

4. Hilton Orlando 

$178+ tax for one or two persons;

$198+tax for three or four persons

Hotels 1, 2 and 3 have pedestrian sky

bridge to convention center. All

hotels have shuttle service.

Orchid.Events is the official group

handling reservations for UMW. 

Be sure to identify yourself as a UMW

Assembly attendee from the

Susquehanna Conference. 

Hotel questions contact

Orchid.Events at one of the above

phone numbers or email them at

help@orchid.events. 

Hotel changes and cancellations to

reservations must be made through

May 11, with Orchid.Events by calling

or email. 

Changes and cancellations after May

11 will need to be made directly with

the hotel. 

United Methodist
Women Assembly
May 20-22, 2022
Orlando, FL

Registration Closes 
April 11, 2022: 
$365 in person; 
$235 virtual

Preliminary Schedule 
Thursday, May 19, 9 a.m.
Ubuntu Day of Service
(optional,  additional fee
$75)

Friday and Saturday,
May 20-21 
9 a.m. 
Community Gathering

11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Workshops & Experience Hall

5:00 p.m 
Legacy Banquet 
(Saturday, optional
additional fee $65)

7 p.m. 
Community Gathering

Sunday, May 22 
9 a.m. 
Community Gathering –
Assembly ends at noon
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