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One in
Ministry
to all the
world
By Bethany Wood

The celebration of ministry service
Friday evening centered around four
themes: Different Calls, But One in Christ;
Different Seasons, But One in Christ;
Different Gifts, But One in Christ; and
Better Together … One in Christ. Within
that framework, the congregation of those
gathered was invited to joyful worship with
uplifting contemporary songs of praise.
Rev. Janet Durrwachter led in calling
those present to a time of celebration of
the various ministries which God asks us
to undertake. God does not make cookie
cutter Christians. God calls people in
different ways. Moses, for example, was
a runaway with a rap sheet. Don’t think
that your mistakes from the past make
you unqualified to serve. Young Samuel
answered God’s call by saying, “Here am
I.” Gideon was a man with serious selfesteem issues, yet he became a mighty
warrior for God. And Mary, an unwed
teenager, became the mother or our Savior.
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Bishop Jeremiah Park speaks with the ordinands during last night’s Celebration of Ministry service.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Equipping Vital Congregations:
Tinderboxes and toolboxes
By Ryan Krauss
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Dressed in camping gear and
gathered around an artificial fire
(presumably for safety reasons),
several Conference pastors
discussed the nuances of starting
a fire. Holding up a small object,
Rev. Jen Williams said, “This is a
tinderbox. It has everything you
need to get a fire started; so, let’s
get this fire started.”
The newly-rebranded Office of
Equipping Vital Congregations
was formerly known as the Office
of Growing Effective Churches.
The office’s director, Kay Kotan,
posed the question, “How many
of you have ever tried to build a
fire and had a really difficult time
doing so?” Kotan indicated that
lighting fires in ministry holds
the same challenges, frustrations,
joys, and hopes. In a vibrant hourlong experience, Kotan and the
Equipping Vital Congregation
team members unveiled a series of
resources — a ministry tinderbox

— to set contextual ministry ablaze.
The first resource available
through the office is consultation.
Kotan suggested that consultation
is an experience for churches to
dive deeply into an analysis of
its own effectiveness. She shared
in brief conversation with Rev.
Jan Hughes of Middlesex UMC
over the process and fruit of
consultation. Hughes was emphatic
that consultation—having an
outside, evaluative perspective —
helped Middlesex to align vision,
become externally focused, and
grow exponentially.
The second resource offered
is coaching. Kotan indicated
that coaching differs from other
disciplines such as consulting,
mentoring, or counseling. Coaching
closes the gap between intention
and effective action. Equipping
Vital Congregations is in the
process of equipping coaches to
meet various needs for conference
churches. A list is made available

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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What’s Up
for Today
8:15 a.m. –
Fourth Plenary

The morning will begin with prayer
followed by a re-vote on a proposed
amendment to the Constitution of the
United Methodist Church.
Following voting on the Constitutional
Amendment, Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball
will lead the Annual Conference in Bible
study on the conference theme, “One
With Christ.”
We’ll also be introduced to Kathy
Harvey-Nelson, director of The Center
for Spiritual Formation, celebrate the
winner of the Young People’s Pie-in-theFace Challenge, and complete unfinished
business.
Clergy appointments will be read and
set, and the dates for our next Annual
Conference will be announced.

12 p.m. – Lunch
1:30 p.m. –
Ordination Service

This afternoon we will commission five
provisional elders and ordain one deacon
and six elders.

CONGRATULATIONS,
SKIP, ON YOUR RETIREMENT!
- from the Susquehanna Daily LINK Staff

You are invited to use

OVER CO F F E E
By Skip Spangler
Susquehanna Daily LINK Editor

Forty years ago I bought a Bible. It saw
me through seminary and my first fifteen
years of ministry. It was large enough
to hold my sermon notes as I drove
from church to church, and there was a
personal connection: Several professors
at my seminary had helped to produce it.
That Bible was well used, and it looks
it. The cover became badly worn. The
spine started to fall apart. Rather than
use it until I lost it, I sat it on my shelf as
reminder of my journey.
A lot has changed since I bought that
Bible.
In 1978 a word processor was sitting on
top of a desk. These days, it’s an app on
my laptop. In 1978 churches sang hymns
from a book. These days, many churches
project song lyrics on video screens. In
1978 stores closed one day a week on
Sundays. These days, stores might close
one day a year.
Some things haven’t changed.
Phones still interrupt quiet evenings.
Christmas is still December 25. People
still gather on Sunday morning as the
church. Teachers still teach. People still
sing and pray. Pastors still preach. Christ
still feeds hungry souls, still heals broken
hearts, still calls lives to better paths, and
still makes all who are in Christ a new
creation.

One more thing that hasn’t changed.
We are still those to whom Christ says:
“Go to the people of all nations and make
them my disciples. Baptize them in the
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, and teach them to do everything
I have told you. I will be with you
always, even until the end of the world.”
(Matthew 28:19-20 NIV)
Every Annual Conference ends with
God carrying a good number of us to
a new place in ministry. Some of us
will be pastors who will travel to a
new appointment and others will return
to congregations preparing to receive
new pastors. Some of us will return to
familiar places to ignite new ministries
while others will seek to provide
fresh expressions of God’s love in our
communities. Some are being sent to plant
new churches while others will be called
to lead their church to grow in Christ
together. All of it is the work Christ has
called us to do, and none of it will be
easy. Church is just plain hard sometimes.
When church gets hard, I sometimes
remember that it’s the hard that makes
church great, and that great is possible
because, as the Apostle Paul said: “The
real power comes from God and not from
us … In times of trouble, God is with us,
and when we are knocked down, we get
up again … Our lives show what his death
was like, so that his life can also be seen
in us. (2 Corinthians 4:7-11, CEV)

Donors should send a text to

(717) 727-0022

the dollar amount followed by
the following codes:
2018 Special Offerings

Mission

for Mission Central

BPIM

for Bishops Partners In Mission

Water

for Cup of Water fund
Additional funds you can give to

Student

for Youth Fundraisers

Debt

for Student Debt Reduction

Scholar

for Youth Scholarship

Nomalaria

for Imagine No Malaria

Bible Study, Commissioning, and
Ordination Service speaker
Bishop Sandra L. Steiner Ball
Bishop Steiner Ball was a first elected
delegate to the 2008 and 2012 General
Conferences of The United Methodist
Church and to the Northeastern
Jurisdictional Conferences. Prior
to election, Ball served the general
church in a variety of areas, including
the Interjurisdictional Episcopacy
Committee, the General Board of
Higher Education and Ministry, the
United Methodist Endorsing Agency,
and the Jurisdictional Committee on
Episcopacy.
For the 2016 – 2020 quadrennium,
Bishop Steiner Ball was re-assigned
Sandra L. Steiner Ball, the daughter as the episcopal leader of the West
of Edward J. and the late Marjorie
Virginia area and has responsibilities
W. Steiner, was born in Cambridge,
with the General Board of Higher
Massachusetts, and raised in Milford, Education and Ministry, serving on
Delaware. She is a graduate of
the agency’s Executive/personnel
Dickinson College, (Bachelor of Arts
and Policies Committee, Global
in Religion, 1984), Duke Divinity
Education and Ministry Committee,
School (Master of Divinity, 1987), and Audit and Review Subcommittee, and
Wesley Theological Seminary (Doctor is the chairperson of the Division on
of Ministry, 2003).
Ministry. Additionally, Bishop Steiner
Ball was ordained deacon and elder Ball is one of three moderators on the
Commission on the Way Forward,
by Bishop Joseph H. Yeakel in the
Peninsula-Delaware Conference. She and chairs the annual U.S. DS/DCM
has served as an associate pastor, lead training. In the NEJ, Bishop Steiner
Ball chairs the NEJ Vision Table. She is
pastor, district superintendent, and
vice chairperson of the West Virginia
director of connectional ministries.
Council of Churches and co-chairs a
During her last year as a DCM,
task force of the council working to
she also served as interim pastor of
address substance abuse and addiction
Bayside Chapel, a new church start.
in the West Virginia area.
Ball was in this position when
Bishop Steiner Ball and her husband,
elected to the episcopacy by
The
Rev. Barry D. Steiner Ball, have two
the Northeastern Jurisdictional
daughters:
Sarah Elizabeth and Sandra
Conference in 2012, and was assigned
Rebekah.
to the West Virginia Area.

...
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Service of Commissioning and Ordination
PHOTOS BY STACY ECKERT

Commissioning/Provisional Elder Membership

Ordained Deacon Elder

Left to right:
David Keyworth, Kristopher Ray Sledge, Donald J. Smith, John Wesley Bondhus, and John Franklin Mackey.

Ruth L. Myers

Ordained Elders
Left to right:
Ronald Baker, Rebecca L. Holland, Richard P. Hanlon Jr., Rebecca J. (Woomer) McGee, Audrey M. Brosious, and Jonathan D. Morningstar.

SPECIAL OFFERING
FOR TODAY
Service of Commissioning and Ordination,

Friday, June 1, 2018

Bishop’s Partners in Mission (7090) calls us to Imagine No Malaria and Imagine No More Debt. 100 percent of the
proceeds from this fund go to Imagine No Malaria (the UMC’s global campaign to fight malaria) and paying down the
debt of Mission Central so they can focus on their core mission of connecting God’s resources with human need. Bishop
Park is inviting individuals, congregations, and church groups to join him and be Partners in Mission, committing to
$100 or more a year. Whatever you can give helps the lives of those locally and around the world. God is still calling us
to imagine great things, he is calling us to Imagine What We Can Do Together!

One with Christ
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2016 General Conference, The United Methodist Church
Corrected Ballot
Proposed Constitutional Amendment – I

On May 16, 2016, at a session of the General Conference of The United
Methodist Church held in Portland, Oregon, the following Constitutional
Amendment was adopted by a recorded vote of 746 Yes, 56 No (Calendar
Item 121, DCA p. 2106). The text of this amendment as distributed to the
annual conferences in 2016 was found to be in error. The corrected text is
now presented to the annual conferences for vote.
In the 2012 Book of Discipline, Division One, add a new paragraph
between current ¶¶ 5 and 6:
As the Holy Scripture reveals, both men and women are made in the
image of God and, therefore, men and women are of equal value in the eyes
of God. The United Methodist Church acknowledges the long history of
discrimination against women and girls. The United Methodist Church shall
confront and seek to eliminate discrimination against women and girls,
whether in organizations or in individuals, in every facet of its life and in
society at large. The United Methodist Church shall work collaboratively
with others to address concerns that threaten women’s and girls’ equality
and well-being.
If voted and so declared by the Council of Bishops, this would become the
new ¶6, and the current ¶¶ 6-61 would be renumbered as ¶¶ 7-62.
Rationale for Proposed Constitutional Amendment I
The United Methodist Church
Voted General Conference May 2016
I.

(New ¶ 6) The Constitution contains a paragraph on racial
justice but not one on gender justice. The language of this petition
is parallel to the language of Article 5 on racial justice already in
our Constitution. It is an affirmation that, as part of our core
foundational beliefs, this church will forever stand against any
actions, organizations or individuals that discriminate or
dehumanize women and girls anywhere on this planet.
______________________________________________________________

Eligbility for Voting on Constitutional Ammendments
The short answer for who is eligible to vote on constitutional amendments:
The Discipline gives the right to vote on constitutional amendments to:
• Elders in Full Connection
• Deacons in Full Connection
• Persons elected Elder or Deacon in Full Connection during the clergy
session of the current Annual Conference – if their election occurred
prior to the vote on Constitutional Amendments
• Lay members to Annual Conference
Listed below are the paragraph numbers for all categories of clergy and
what The Discipline says.
Part-time and Full-time Local Pastors: Par. 316.6: The membership of
local pastors under full-time and part-time appointment is in the annual
conference where they shall have the right to vote on all matters except
constitutional amendments. . . .
Retired Local Pastors: Par. 320.5: Retired local pastors may attend annual
conference sessions with voice but not vote.
Associate members: Par 321.1: Associate members shall have a right to
vote in the annual conference on all matters except the following: (a)
constitutional amendments; (b) all matters of ordination, character, and
conference relations of clergy.
Deacons in Full Connection: Paragraph 329.2: The Deacon in full connection
shall have the rights of voice and vote in the annual conference where
membership held.
Elders in Full Connection: Par. 334:1: Elders in full connection shall have the
right to vote on all matters in the annual conference. . .
Those persons voted and approved for ordination as Elder or Deacon in Full
Connection: can vote if they have been approved in the clergy session.
Provisional Members: Paragraph 327.2: shall have the right to vote in the
annual conference on all matters EXCEPT constitutional amendments.
Clergy from other Annual Conferences: Par. 346.1: Clergy in such
appointments may be granted voice but not vote in the annual conference to
which they are appointed.
Elders or Ordained Clergy from other Denominations: Par. 346.2. These
persons may be accorded the right to vote in the annual conference on all
matters except the following: constitutional amendments. . .
The above is also outlined in Par. 602. a, b, c, d, & 602.4
Lay members to Annual Conference: Par. 602.6: The lay membership of
the annual conference shall participate in all deliberations and vote upon
all measures EXCEPT on granting or validation of license, ordination,
reception into full conference membership or any question concerning the
character. . .

ONE IN MINISTRY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
Many of these were not quite ready to
accept the call, but all eventually were able
to respond to God.
The evening offering benefited the Cup
of Water Fund. The offertory was the
plaintive: “What a Beautiful Name.”
Rev. Durrwachter continued the service
by explaining that ministry goes through
seasons. She lifted up the story of Paul, the
mentor, and Timothy, the disciple, and the
seasons each went through. To illustrate
this further, Rev. Tom Willard, in passing
the mantle from the 2018 class of retirees,
stepped to the pulpit and shared this story
of the seasons in both his life and ministry.
Retirement, he said, will actually be his
birthday – both his and his twin sister. His
mother, after giving birth to his sister, fell
into a three-day coma. She came through
that experience with the reassurance
that all would indeed be well, as God
had promised her. He spoke about other
experiences of God’s care and challenge in
life and ministry.
Pastor David Keyworth accepted the
mantel on behalf of his incoming class of
those being commissioned and receiving
provisional elder orders He shared that
he is a member of the young clergy
club. He reflected on the Apostle Paul’s
admonishment to not let youth get in the
way of responding to God. The important
thing is to have the mind of Christ in all that
you say and do. Just as location, location,
location is the key to buying a house, so
pray, pray, pray is essential to ministry.
The historic examination of ordination
candidates was then conducted by Bishop
Jeremiah Park. After this was concluded, a
prayer was offered for the ministry of both

those entering into the retired relationship,
and those being ordained on Saturday
afternoon. In response, Paul McReynolds
offered a moving solo rendition of “Great
Is Thy Faithfulness.”
Ephesians 4 reminds us that it was God’s
plan to use our different gifts to build up
the body of Christ.
Certified lay minister Carol Burkindine
came to ministry as someone who had no
church upbringing. She is simply a child
of God, humbled that she would be used
for service. She related that she sensed an
emptiness in her life until she was finally
able to find Jesus Christ. When she met
Christ, her emptiness was filled with
warmth as Jesus spoke her name. She
spoke about the mentors who encouraged
her, and finds that she has become an
encourager of others on the same journey.
We all began our journey as laity.
Durrwachter, continuing, expressed
that there are a variety of ministries, from
the chaplain in a hospital, hospice, or
battlefield, to the youth minister. Not all
are called to the pulpit but all are called to
service. She then invited the congregation
to pray with her the historic and deeply
meaningful Wesley Covenant Prayer.
As “Blessed Assurance” was sung,
Bishop Jeremiah Park stood on stage and
personally greeted each retiree. Board
of Ordained Ministry Chairperson Rev.
Suzanne Elliot announced that this class
represents 1,043 years of service to the
church. Each retiree was then honored by
name.
Bishop Jeremiah Park pronounced the
benediction.

One church plan: Small group discussion
By Brenda Leigey

In 2019 there will be a Special
Session of the General Conference.
The Council of Bishops announced
that they will recommend The One
Church Plan, which is one of three
plans that will be presented to the
delegates. The One Church Plan
attempts to provide unity as well
as providing space in the United
Methodist Church for differing
understanding of human sexuality.
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball and
Rev. Dr. Thomas Salsgiver, who serve
as members of the Commission on
a Way Forward, introduced to the
Annual Conference some insight
about the commission and the One
Church Plan.
Ball shared, “The Commission on a
Way Forward is not a group of likeminded people. It is a global collection
of people of all ages, all races, laity
and clergy, Episcopal leaders, people
with different experiences and
languages.”
Salsgiver commented on the
process of The Commission on a Way
Forward working together. “We did
not do any parliamentary procedures;
no votes were taken. We had robust
communication and conversation.
That’s a fancy word for it wasn’t
always easy. We all stayed at the table,
because we were committed to try
to hear the voice of God so we could
bring a plan forward.”
Salsgiver then explained the
following about the One Church Plan.
1. Removes the language from the
Book of Discipline used in the United
States that would restrict pastors and
churches from conducting same-sex
weddings and annual conferences
from ordaining self-avowed
practicing homosexual persons.
2. Adds language that intentionally

protects pastors and churches that in
good conscience could not perform
or host same-sex marriages or
annual conferences that choose not
to credential or ordain self-avowed
practicing homosexual persons.
3. Central Conferences (those
outside the U.S.) will maintain their
own Book of Discipline.
The clergy and laity of the
Susquehanna Conference were then
dismissed and invited to engage in
small group discussions. A list of
questions was provided to guide the
discussion and record the thoughts
of the group, along with the guide of
Holy Conferencing Principles.
• Everyone is a child of God.
• Listen before speaking.
• Strive to understand from
another’s point of view.
• Speak about issues, do not defame
persons. Disagree without being
disagreeable.
• Let prayer interrupt your busyness.
• Strive to accurately reflect the
view of others.
Each group discussed the following
questions:
1. As a leader in your church, what
are your hopes and dreams for the
future of your church?
2. What are the positives and the
challenges of the One Church Model?
3. How can you bring hope to your
local church when you return from
Annual Conference, even if you might
not agree with the One Church Plan?
Delegates were given a card so
that if they choose, they could write
down their comments and questions,
prayers, or words of encouragement
to the members of the delegation who
will attend General Conference.

Connect with the Susquehanna Conference through Social Media
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Annual Conference Award Recipients
PHOTOS BY STACY ECKERT

The Rev. Dr. Maud K. Jensen /
Rev. Dr. Karen E. Layman Memorial Scholarship
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park, Pastor Gloria J. Montgomery,
Bellwood Extended Charge, Altoona District - recipient,
and Pastor Anna Layman Knox

J. Marlene Atanasoff Spiritual
Formation Award

Bishop Jeremiah J. Park, Joan Harmon,
Berwick UMC, Lewisburg District- recipient,
and Rev. Kathy Harvey Nelson

The Marty Cox Award for Christian Unity
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park, Diana Howe, Rev. Michael Bealla,
Elm Park UMC, Scranton, Scranton/Wilkes-Barre District recipient, Wesley Bealla, and Pastor Laura Kincaid.

The Flying Dove Organization Award
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park, The ESL Program at
Aldersgate UMC, Mifflintown, State College District
- recipient, received by Brenda Lotz and Nancy
Chrismer and Rev. Michelle Bodle

The Clergy Denman Award
Bishop Jeremiah J.Park, Rev. Jennifer M. Parks-Snyder,
Lightstreet UMC, Bloomsburg, Lewisburg District recipient, and Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Salsgiver

facebook.com/susumc

Thomas K. Cartwright Scholarship
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park,
Patrick Traxler, Mapleton Parish, Altoona District recipient, and Rev. Suzanne Elliott

The Earl N. Rowe Memorial Scholarship Award
Bishop Jeremiah J.Park, Pastor Brian Wallace, Friends in
Faith Parish, Greentown, Scranton/Wilkes-Barre District recipient, and Rev. Nick Keeney,

The Howard and Elizabeth Brinton Award
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park. Ron Lucas, Dalton UMC, Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre District - recipient, Rev. Lenore Hosier,
and Rev. Mark Messner

The Flying Dove Church Award
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park, Grace UMC, Millersburg,
Harrisburg District, - recipient, received by Kendra Ruisill,
Jeanette Snell, Rev. Michelle Bodle, and Pastor Alan Atchison

The Laity Denman Award
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park,
Jennifer Zack, Grace UMC, Hanover, York District recipient and Rev. Dr. Charles W. Salisbury

twitter.com/susconf

The Harry Hoosier Award
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park, Pastor Scott O. Miller, St.
Pauls UMC, Scranton, Scranton/Wilkes-Barre District recipient, and Rev. Dr. Charles Salisbury

The Bishop D. Frederick Wertz Award
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park, Gerald F. Wolgemuth - recipient, Ruth
Wolgemuth, and Rev. Dr. John Piper

Instagram - @susconf

- SUSUMC Media
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TINDERBOXES & TOOLBOXES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
on the website.
The third resource is small groups.
Equipping Vital Congregations
has several small group resources
available, including the “Unpack
Your Faith Story” video series.
Similarly, M3 (Moving from
Maintenance to Missional)
helps small groups recognize
ten stumbling blocks to ministry
effectiveness. A fourth comparable
resource is a fresh series of
workshops and trainings. Kotan
invited lay and clergy alike to
events like Simplified Accountable
Structure, Necessary 9, Gear
Up, and Navigate. Just this past
spring, 350 people attended the
discipleship-focused Navigate event
in Lewisburg, Pa. Upcoming events
in the fall include M3, Small Church
Checkup, Impact, and Communities
of Practice. The office is also pleased
to offer free resources such as
“Journey” and “Welcome Home.”
These complete sermon series media
packets were produced by conference
clergy and laity in collaboration
with Jason Moore of Midnight Oil
Productions.
The fifth tinderbox resource
is New Places for New People.
Kotan likened this initiative to the
excitement of building a new fire for
the first time. New Places for New
People is a vision with four major
components:
•Fresh Expressions. Like campers
purposefully seeking the “best”
location for a fire to share with
others, Fresh Expressions are about
faith groups beginning outside the
confines of church walls, perhaps in
a gym, a home, or a coffee shop.
•Vital Mergers. Like campers
bringing logs and coals from two
separate rings together, vital mergers
encourage congregations to consider
bringing resources together in a new,
neutral location to find a new vision
for ministry together.
•Restarts. It’s hard to see a fire go
out. So it is with churches. Restart
conversations invite congregations at
the end of their life cycles to consider
how their resources could be reused,
repurposed, or resurrected as a New
Place for New People.

•Multisite. Not everyone likes
the “bonfire vibe,” especially when
“Kumbaya” is involved. A multisite
vision asks if a church or a ministry
could be spread vitality by starting a
whole new location or venue.
Path1 strategist Paul Nixon joined
Kotan on stage and commended the
Susquehanna Conference as one of
the first to jump at the initiative to
create New Places for New People.
To him, the four strategies listed
above invite every church to take
part in the fun. Wrestling with the
statistics that two out of every three
of our neighbors have no faith
community, team member Hannah
Sledge expressed great excitement
that the conference is thinking
intentionally about reaching new
people for Jesus. As an expression
of commitment to this initiative,
Bishop Jeremiah Park formally
signed a covenant relationship with
Path1. Park prayed that this would
be a “threshold moment” in our
commitment to partnership in the
gospel.
Kotan invited the Conference
to save the date for numerous
upcoming events. Spark Starters
on July 28 at St. Paul’s UMC in
Lewisburg will be a place for
brainstorming and listening to
the Spirit’s leading to make New
Places for New People. Spark Tank
on October 16 and 17 will be a
chance to pitch New Places ideas for
grant consideration. First Twelve
in September will be a chance to
learn how to gather and equip some
of your first leaders who have a
passion for reaching new people for
Jesus. Information on these events
and resources are available at the
Equipping Vital Congregations
booth. Also be sure to check out
www.equippingvitalcongregations.
com and www.facebook.com/
EquippingVitalCongregations.
Kotan invited the Conference to
consider whether God was calling
any of them to make New Places
for New People. Words to the song,
“Burning in my Soul,” resonated and
reverberated through the Conference
hall: “We’re calling for revival / God
let your fire fall again.”

Fifty years of living better together
By Ed Preston

Fifty years ago last month, the
United Methodist Church was created
at a Uniting Conference. Rev. Brand
Eaton offered a reflection on what led
up to that historic moment and how
wide the implications were.
In 1946 the Evangelical and United
Brethren churches joined to form
the Evangelical United Brethren
Church. This merger was unique in
that no congregations were lost in
the process. The way in which our
heritage affected the modern UMC
is visible in places such as Simpson
Street UMC in Mechanicsburg,
which has three United Methodist
churches within blocks of each other.
Many towns and cities have similar
situations.
But in other places, churches are
taking steps to bring strength to
strength. In York, Faith and Wesley
United Methodist Churches merged
to become Aldersgate UMC, still
a thriving congregation. Albright
and Grove Street in Avis merged to
create Avis UMC. Carlisle UMC is
created out of the merger of Allison

(Methodist), First (Evangelical)
and Grace (UB), and plans to break
ground later this year on their new
Spring Street Campus.
The creation of the UMC in 1968
didn’t just affect local churches. Our
system of Benevolent Homes was
expanded and strengthened as the
combined resources were used to
upgrade, replace, and create new
living opportunities. Camping was
also touched by the merger, with
former Methodist, Evangelical, and
United Brethren campsites becoming
part of one larger system. Over
time, changes and improvements
have made the camp system of the
Susquehanna Conference one of the
finest in the denomination.
Eaton brought his recollection
to a close with an examination of
the Cross and Flame symbol that
represents the UMC. He reminded
us that the two equal flames are
symbolic of the two denominations,
while the slanted edges of the ends
of the cross remind us that we are to
always be a church in motion.

Conference acts on clergy compensation
By Deb Steransky

The Commission of Equitable
Salaries chair, Rev. Bill Pipp,
presented the commission’s report to
the Annual Conference. He reported
that the commission is recommending
a salary raise of 3 percent across the
board for pastoral compensation.
He noted that most churches pay

their pastors about the minimum
recommended. The recommendation
was approved without discussion.
Referring to parsonage requirements
as outlined in the 2016 Book of
Discipline, Pipp said that the
commission is working to bring a
final report to us for the Annual
Conference in 2019.

Providing free resources to the churches
of the Susquehanna Conference
for all areas of ministry
Search our online catalog at:

www.discovery-place.org
or Call:

717-766-7968

...
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S MINISTRY
YSF is the UM mission fund
that is raised by youth,
administered by youth, for the
benefit of youth ministry and
mission locally, nationally,
and globally.
Information about 2018 YSF
grant recipients
are on the tables in the dining areas.

PHOTOS SANDII PEIFFER

Bishop Jeremiah Park leads the Annual Conference in prayer for the youth
and young adults who will be attending the Global Young People’s Convocation

in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Young People’s Ministry report
By Deb Steranksy

This is an exciting summer for
the Young People’s Ministry. Four
of the group will be attending
the quadrennial event, Global
Young People’s Convocation in
Johannesburg, South Africa. This
event is a gathering of United
Methodist young people from all
over the world for the opportunity
to worship in a variety of languages
and expressions, and fellowship with
others from different cultures and
diverse backgrounds, gain leadership
skills. The attendees also have the
chance to talk with other young
people about issues facing the church.

Those from our conference who will
be making the trip to South Africa are
youth delegates Alexander Clark and
Hannah Carter; young adult delegate
Taylor Johnston and adult chaperone
Christina McDermott. Taylor Johnson
will be a voting delegate for the
Northeast Jurisdiction Young Adult
Delegation to this event. (Johnson is
also a certified candidate for ministry
attending Methodist Theological
Seminary of Ohio.) This is a unique
discipleship opportunity for these
youth. We can follow their experience
on Instagram @youngpplministry.

Apply for a YSF grant online by visiting
igniteyoungpeople.org, deadline October 31, 2018.

FUNDRAISING GOAL
for AC 2018 = $10,000
Pie-in-the-Face Challenge
Drop spare change or loose bills into the bucket of the
conference leader you would like to see take a pie to
the face. The competition will end at 11 a.m. today The
conference leader with the most money will receive a
face full of pie before lunch today. Competitors include:
Tom Salsgiver, Audrey Wilder, Kevin Witt,
John Konieczny, Beth Jones, Marian Hartman,
Barry Robison, and Larry Leland.

Did you get your

Better Together

Polo or T-shirt yet?
There’s still time

Proceeds from the polo and T-shirt
sales
will be used to fund
youth scholarships
to Annual
Conference.

Polo Shirt

Adult Small, Medium, Large,
and X-Large - $24
Adult 2XL and 3XL - $27

T-Shirt

Adult Small, Medium, Large, and X-Large - $10
Adult 2XL and 3XL - $13

One with Christ

Charging Station
Long sessions, short battery life, or lost power
cord - we've got you covered. Check your mobile
device at the charging station in the Great
American Hall and we will get you powered back
up. (suggested donations $5 per phone,
$10 per tablet/iPad, $20 per laptop)

Gift Basket Silent Auction
(20 Baskets)
Bidding on gift baskets
will be open until 9 a.m.
today. There are over
20 baskets that will be
waiting to go home with
you. Place a bid on your
favorite baskets at the
YSF display table.

By giving generously our youth can continue to be
vital in their communities and the world.

Thank You!
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2018 Class of Retirees

PHOTO BY STACY ECKERT

Back row, left to right: Chaplain David E. Smith, Rev. Peter Frank Geschwindner, Rev. Ronald S. French, Rev. Dr. Timothy Ray Baer, Rev. Kevin E. Hughes,
Rev. Dr. Kenneth B. Grundon, Pastor Larry W. Parlett, Pastor Patricia C. Bollinger, Rev. Richard J. Bender, Rev. Martin White Bovee, Rev. Gary Lee Daugherty,
and Pastor Michael Stephen Baumgardner Sr.
Middle row, left to right: Rev. Dr. Anne Michele Somerville, Rev. Phyllis M. Bowers, Rev. Daniel L. Dennis, Rev. Lisa Kerlin Klinger, Rev. Thomas A. Willard,
Pastor Judy M. Bupp, Rev. Mitchell M. Galloway, Rev. Albert R. Horst, Rev. Norman E. “Skip” Spangler III, Rev. Dr. Jean-Pierre Duncan, Rev. F. Jeffrey
Mugridge, Pastor I. Robert Klingerman, and Rev. Dr. Thomas L. Salsgiver.
Front row, left to right: Rev. Cecily Annette Eisley, Pastor Ann B. Overmiller, Pastor Katherine Ann Behrens, Rev. Carola Beasley-Topliffe.
Not Pictured: Pastor Debra A. Decker, Rev. William Mackey-Wisor, Rev. Dr. William J. Townsend, Pastor Michael H. Wilson, and Rev. Jay Elwood Zimmerman.

Report of the Board of Pensions
By Ed Preston

Rev Jason Mackey introduced
the report of the Board of pensions
by cutting straight to the question
on the minds of many; will there
be a new health plan in 2019? The
answer is yes. For 2019, clergy will
use the Health Flex Exchange to
choose from six health plans to
best fits their needs, with optional
dental and vision plans. This fall
there will be a number of trainings
to help clergy better understand the
process and the options available.
The aggregate premium for churches
will still be $14,000.00 per full time
appointment. Pastors will no longer
have a percentage contribution, but
if they choose a plan that exceeds
the designated stipend they will be
responsible for the difference. Health
Accounts will be a part of several
of the plans and will vary by plan
and family status. These changes are
designed to help control health care
costs over the long term. Details of the
changes will be rolling out through

the LINK and QuikLink over the next
few months.
Terry Shoemaker, representing
WESPATH then took the podium,
addressing another question on many
minds: How will WESPATH invested
funds be affected by the uncertain
future of the church? The short
answer: “Your benefits are secure.”
WESPATH will adjust to the realities
of our denomination as they evolve,
and is well positioned to continue
to care for the benefits of the United
Methodist Church.
Kelly Cox, conference benefits
officer noted a recommendation that
the annuity rate for Pre-1982 service
past be set of $630.00. She also noted
the addition of Cecily Eisely to the
list of retiring pastors. Rev. Michelle
Bodle was introduced as the new
chair Board of Pensions, and she
thanked outgoing chairperson Rev.
Jason Mackey for effectively leading
the Board of Pensions over the past
several years. The annual conference
approved the report as presented.

In global mission together
By Richard DeMarte and Deb Steransky

The Global Ministries Report
was given by Rev. Russell Pierce,
Executive Director, Mission
Engagement, and Director, the
Advance, who previously served in
the former Wyalusing Charge of the
Williamsport District.
After a video from Thomas
Kemper, General Secretary of Global
Missions, Pierce detailed that in the
past 70 years, UMCOR has received
over 1.6 billion dollars from the
United Methodist Church (and its
predecessors).
Over 40 million dollars has been
sent to Florida, Louisiana, and Texas
for hurricane relief, and another 20
million has gone to Puerto Rico. Three

hundred missionaries are active in 60
countries, with over $30,000 given for
emerging and growing churches in
Russia.
Pierce then presented a
plaque to Bishop Jeremiah Park
commemorating the Susquehanna
Conference as a member of the top
ten conferences in donors to the
Mission Together program.
Following the report, Rev. Debbie
Heisely-Cato, pastor of Fishing Creek
Salem Church in the York District and
member of the Center for Spiritual
Foundation, announced that Rev.
Russell Hart, the former director, is
retiring. She introduced the center’s
new director, Rev. Kathy Harvey
Nelson.

Stewardship Foundation
By Ed Preston

Rev. Phyllis Bowers offered the
report of the United Methodist
Stewardship Foundation. The UMSF
currently serves over 800 churches
and organizations and has over 44
million dollars under management.
The investments work to fund
ministries, help churches with their
giving, and are handled in a socially
responsible way.
In the past year UMSF has
developed a new set of five-year
strategic goals, offered their first
scholarship, and partnered with the
Student Loan Fund to offer a program

of financial literacy to help clergy
manage debt in seminary. Sixty-six
on-site visits, webinars, and other
educational events, along with capital
campaign advisement through Rev.
Ed Zeiders, have brought a message
of positive stewardship to churches
and individuals throughout the
Susquehanna Conference.
Bowers acknowledged the
appreciation of the UMSF for the
continued support of the annual
conference in helping support its
operations. She also expressed her
appreciation for the work of Board
members both past and present.

Report of the Conference Trustees
By Ed Preston

Rev. Dick Felty convened the
Corporate Session of the Annual
Conference on Friday afternoon.
He offered several editorial
corrections to the Trustees Report.
One of those on the list of churches to
be closed is St. Paul’s in Scranton.
A question was raised about the
ongoing ministry to the Congolese
community there, with hope that
funding could be found to keep the
church open. After discussion, it was

clarified that this ministry is to be
continued at another location.
Rev. Marian Hartman confirmed
that the proper process for voting to
close a church had been followed,
as the congregation could no longer
afford to operate the facility.
Another speaker shared that the
Congolese congregation is already
looking at various churches around
Scranton in the hopes of finding a
new home.
Felty called for and received the
approval of the trustees report.

PHOTO BY SANDII PEIFFER

Check out the Cokesbury store in Cocoa Suite 4 and 5
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Webinar Wednesdays
Fall 2018

11 a.m. - 12 p.m. EST
We’re bringing in quality leaders from
around the country for you!
Our presenters are from Virginia, Illinois,
Wisconsin and Tennessee

August 29

September 12

October 3

November 7

Rev.
David Rash

Author
Bob Sitze

Author
Dr. Mark Vincent

Rev. Dr.
Phil Jamieson

Register Online:

www.umstewardship.org/events
Cost $10 - Nonrefundable, 0.1 CEUs
Sponsored by The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation
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One in Christ

“My heart overflows with a
good theme; I address my verses
to the King; My tongue is the
pen of a ready writer.” Psalm
45:1 (AMP)
On this special day, we
celebrate the tunes we have
shared and the ways God
has been tuning us for much
greater work. The scale of
his plan and the glory of our
King are almost too much
to speak of, though we are
compelled to voice our praise.
We are renewed with our
commitment to be engaged
and connected in each others
lives. We are graced with this
time and place to be called to
make disciples which make a
better world together.
One in Christ. How small
the words, how incredible
the grace and privilege.
Everything is better because
we are together with Christ,
for Christ, through Christ.
Look to the left and right of
you as you sit, as you walk,
as you take communion
today. Think of the saints,
that wonderful cloud of
witnesses here with you too,
your legacy, your cheering
fellowship, your profound
call to write more verses to
address our King. We sing a
new song overflowing with

a good theme, one in Christ,
better together only because
together is better. One is not
enough for ministry, but one
in Christ means everyone is
in this ministry together.
“We give thanks to you, O
God, we give thanks, for your
name is near; Men declare your
wondrous works.” Psalm 75:1
(NASB)
As you go to your home to
return to your daily work,
God bless the stewardship of
your words and your heart.
Know that the Foundation
is there for you to build
upon and support your
effectiveness in your work.
As we journey in our faith,
having seen and practiced
being better together through
the gift of being one in Christ,
let this be the prayer we tune
in to now:
“God be gracious to us and
bless us and cause His face to
shine upon us -- Selah.” Psalm
67:1 (NASB)

The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation
3901 Hartzdale Dr. Suite 110
Camp Hill, PA 17011
Phone 717-766-7343
Toll Free 800-272-0113
sfcpa@umstewardship.org

A CLOSER COURSE OF STUDY
ASK your DS or DCOM about the POSSIBILITIES

New

Master of Arts in
Ministry & Leadership

 Earn COS equivalency
and a Master’s Degree

 Convenient Schedules:
Weekday or Friday/Saturday

 Eligible for scholarships,
student loans, financial aid

 Lancaster is a
UMC-approved seminary

MyMAML.com
evangelical

ecumenical

spirit-filled

Check out the table displays outside the Great American Hall and in the Chocolate Lobby.
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I arrived a
student
and left a scholar
By Ed Preston

I am somebody! I am somebody!
I may be poor, but I am somebody!
I may be young, but I am
somebody!
I may be destitute, but I am
somebody!
I may not always stand tall, but I
am somebody!
I may have made mistakes, but I am
somebody!
My walk is different, my clothes are
different, my face is different, but I
am somebody!
I am black, brown, or white. I may
speak a different language. But I must
be respected, always protected, never
rejected.
I am a child of God! I am somebody!
With this declaration to the body,
James Cogman offered the report of
the Black College Fund. A graduate
of Claflin University and a student
at Yale, Mr. Cogman observed that,
“Attending a historically black college
funded by the United Methodist
Church allowed me to view life from
different perspectives.” Looking
back on his experience at Claflin he
shared that, “I arrived a student and
left a scholar, arrived with a narrow
mind but left a world traveler, came
confused but left with a sense of call. I
would not be the man or the minister
I am today without God, my family,
and Claflin University.”
Mr. Cogman thanked the Annual
Conference for paying 100 percent of
our apportioned support for the Black
College Fund. “You can see the results
of the seeds that you sow.”
Offering his thoughts on the work
of Pierre de Chardin, Mr. Cogman
closed with this thought, “De Chardin
said that if humanity ever captured
the energies of love, it will be the
second time in history that humanity
will have discovered fire … But I
would take this a step further. If
humanity could harness the power
of love, it would be the first time
in along time that we would have
rediscovered the heart of God.”

communications
ministry
Do you know about

QuikLINK is a regular e-mail
broadcast service for clergy and
lay persons of the Susquehanna
Conference that highlights
breaking conference-related news,
events, job and classified
postings, and more.
__________________________

Get Connected • Join QuikLINK
__________________________

If you would like to subscribe
to this FREE service or post a
message, email
quiklink@susumc.org

continue your

CONFERENCE CENTER
PHONE NUMBERS
CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES
Fax

at riverwoods and normandie ridge

717-766-7441
717-766-5976

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION717-766-5275
Fax
717-766-5976
EPISCOPAL OFFICE
Fax

717-766-7871
717-766-3210

DISCOVERY PLACE

717-766-7968

HARRISBURG DISTRICT
Fax

717-766-8124
717-766-3887

GROWING EFFECTIVE CHURCHES  717-545-0525

PHONE EXTENSIONS
NAMEEXTENSION
EPISCOPAL OFFICES
Christy Mackey��������������������������������������� 3100
Bishop Jeremiah Park����������������������������� 3100
Greg Myers��������������������������������������������� 3103
Kristin Sample���������������������������������������� 3104
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Larry McCleaf����������������������������������������� 3106
Nate Smith���������������������������������������������� 3107
GROWING EFFECTIVE CHURCHES
Peggy Spengler��������������������������������������� 3111
Kay Kotan����������������������������������������������� 3112
HARRISBURG DISTRICT
Michelle Schwartzman���������������������������� 3200
Karen Atanasoff�������������������������������������� 3201
Barry Robison����������������������������������������� 3202
DISCOVERY PLACE
Joni Robison������������������������������������������� 3400
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
Kelly Cox������������������������������������������������ 3401
Jane Rosborough������������������������������������� 3500
Ann Watts����������������������������������������������� 3501
Lauren Hokamp�������������������������������������� 3502
Andra Haverstock����������������������������������� 3503
Darlene Eisenhuth����������������������������������� 3504
Theresa Hunter���������������������������������������� 4104

Bible Studies and Worship Services provide
spiritual fulfillment and fellowship.
At RiverWoods Senior Living Community in Lewisburg and
Normandie Ridge Senior Living Community in York, you’ll find
numerous ways to continue your mission of service including:
Auxiliaries (membership is open to residents and non-residents)
On-campus church services & Bible studies
Meals on Wheels at RiverWoods
Music Ministry (Chorus/Choir)
Woodshops and Craft Studios
Volunteer Opportunities
Libraries on campus

Let Your Life Shine

Brighter Together!

CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES
Amy Wynn���������������������������������������������� 3000
Curt Knouse�������������������������������������������� 3402
Lisa Bender��������������������������������������������� 3600
Tom Salsgiver����������������������������������������� 3601
Patricia Frye�������������������������������������������� 3602
Kevin Witt����������������������������������������������� 3603
Audrey Wilder���������������������������������������� 3604
Shawn Gilgore���������������������������������������� 3607
Sharon Keebaugh������������������������������������ 3608
Stacy Eckert�������������������������������������������� 3609
Sandii Peiffer������������������������������������������ 3612
Janelle Walker����������������������������������������� 3613
E-mail addresses at tinyurl.com/SUSUMCstaff
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Finding the right pace
By Rev. Jason R. Mackey
Incoming Director of
Connectional Ministry and
Administrative Services

I believe stories are important.
You get to know a lot about a person
by listening to their stories and the
details they include. To tell you a
little bit about me, I want to tell you a
story.
Two years ago,
I did something
insane. I decided to
enter a triathlon. It
wasn’t an Ironman,
that would be
absolute suicide. It
was an international,
which is a one-mile
swim, 25-mile bike
ride, and a six-mile
run. It took me just
over three hours to
cross the finish line,
and I felt relieved
and amazed. I have
never considered
myself to be athletic,
and I had only run my first 5K one
year earlier. Nonetheless, I had made
a promise to myself that I was going
to do this.
Back in January the bishop called
me into his office and had a crazy idea
(though he wouldn’t call it an “idea.”
I’m pretty sure the term he used was
“appointment”). When he asked me
to be the director of connectional
ministries, I was stunned. I was
humbled. I was honored. But I was
also terrified. I could think of a dozen
people whom I thought were more
qualified, more experienced, more
deserving. And yet he was clear,
“Jason, this is your appointment.” I
had to do this.
Over the past few months as the
shock has worn off, and I’ve slowly
transitioned into this new role,
working closely with Tom [Salsgiver]

By Ed Preston

and Cabinet, meeting the staff and
preparing for Annual Conference,
it has reminded me of training for
my triathlon. Twelve weeks before
the race, I began a focused training
regimen. The workouts started out
short and built over time. As your
stamina grows, you start to see that
you really can do this, but you also
discover what you have yet to learn.
For the race, I started watching
YouTube videos, reading
Triathlon magazine, and
talking to experienced
racers. Coming into
the conference office,
I feel blessed to have
already had a good
deal of training. From
seminary at Evangelical,
to working with the
Young Pastors Network,
Lewis Fellows, the Board
of Pensions & Health,
the Sessions Committee
for Annual Conference,
and having served at
CrossPoint and Trinity,
I have great tools at my
disposal. But I also know what I need
to learn. I have a stack of 20-plus
books to read by August, and I’m
signed up for two conferences!
Of course, the most important
thing I learned when training was
the importance of setting your
own pace. If you don’t, you’ll wear
yourself out or get hurt. When you
find your groove, there’s a peace and
a rhythm that allows you to run all
day. This new position is no different.
I have to find my pace, meeting the
needs of the conference while also
nurturing my relationship with God,
who provides the wisdom and peace
needed to lead.
So I make this promise to you. I
will do this to the best of my ability,
committed and focused, willing to
learn and ready to find my pace. Let’s
run.
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Thank YouLisa
for your
18 years of Ministry
The staff of
Connectional
Ministries would
like to thank Lisa Bender for 18 years
of faithful ministry in the role of
executive secretary.
Lisa enjoyed responding to the
requests of clergy and lay persons,
and always went the extra mile to
help staff and others in whatever
way she could. Through the years,
changing technologies and coworkers kept her work fresh and new.
“Being exposed to the workings of
the denomination and spending time
with our top-notch conference staff
helped me to learn and to stretch,”
she said. “We made many memories
as we traveled around the conference
leading workshops during our “On the
Road” and “E-Tour” days. I was glad

to use my organizational skills as we
prepared for Annual Conferences.”
Lisa served as a General and
Jurisdictional Conference delegate
in 2012 and 2016, and will head
our delegation at the 2019 Special
Session of General Conference to help
determine the Way Forward of the
United Methodist Church.
In retirement, Lisa will advocate
on behalf of her Palestinian friends
through United Methodists for Kairos
Response; she will continue serving as
Mission Central’s secretary; continue
as chair of the Episcopacy Committee,
and as a member of the Mission and
Outreach Team. On Sundays, you’ll
find Lisa singing with the Grace UMC,
Harrisburg, church choir.
We wish Lisa a wonderful, blessed,
and fulfilling retirement.

Resolutions

Four resolutions were presented
in the Conference Workbook.
Resolution 1 was titled, “Mental
Wellness,” and was amended to
call upon congregations to initiate
congregational and community
conversations around the issue of
mental wellness and addiction,
raising awareness of addiction
as a matter of mental health. The
resolution was adopted as amended.
Resolution 2, “Form a Susquehanna
Conference Creation Care Ministry
Team,” was presented and adopted
without any discussion. Resolution 3,
“Automated Equipment and Artificial
Intelligence within the Workplace,”

which called on conference churches
to initiate congregational and
community conversations around
the growing impact of automated
equipment and Artificial Intelligence
within the workplace and community.
The resolution was also adopted
without discussion.
Resolution 4, “Setting Policy
and Procedure for the Election of
Delegates to the 2020 and Subsequent
General and Jurisdictional
Conferences,” was presented by Rev.
Larry Leland. Motions to amend “in
writing” to “in written/electronic
form,” and to call for the ballot to be
the first order of business at the first
plenary session, were accepted. The
resolution was adopted.

Amazing Love! How Can it Be?
By Skip Spangler

In presenting the work of the
Bishop’s Partners in Mission, Dilip
Abayasekara asked, “What does love
look like?”
In the words of St. Augustine, love
has the hands to help others; it has the
feet to hasten to the poor and lowly; it
has the eyes to see misery and want;
and it has the ears to hear the cries
and sorrows of men. If St. Augustine
could have seen the work of the
Bishop’s Partners in Mission, Dilip
said, he would say that’s love.
Churches throughout Susquehanna
Conference have creatively and
effectively raised thousands of dollars

for the cause of reducing the debt
owed on Mission Central and Imagine
No Malaria. He also reported that
over $52,000 was raised in Miles for
Mission Walks that where held across
the conference this year. These and
other funds totaling $792,541 have
saved thousands of lives from death
to Malaria, bought more than four
million bed nets, trained thousands of
health workers, and reduced the debt
owed on Mission Central to $580,000.
In these and other ways, the
Bishop’s Partners in Mission
empowers the churches of the
Susquehanna Conference to
demonstrate the love of God in the
world.

One with Christ

We have a new look!
Our new logo is just the beginning!
Great things are happening in the
Susquehanna Conference. We are
developing new leaders, creating new
ministries, and hosting new events. And
now we have a new logo to match it all.
Keep an eye out for our new website
coming soon...
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