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Better Together ... 
Make Us One

By Ryan Krauss 

“No one’s love for God’s 
church is greater than 
God’s love for the church.” 

Bishop Jeremiah Park emphasized 
God’s unifying love as he preached at 
the Opening Celebration of the 2017 
Susquehanna Annual Conference. Bishop 
Park disclosed the Annual Conference 
theme for the next four years — “Better 
Together” — as the aspiration of a 
connectional church. Better Together 
reflects the desire of God … for the body 
of Christ to be one in unity.

The Opening Celebration accented 
the wisdom of children through Rethink 
Church media, addressing the question: 
What does it mean to have open 
hearts and open doors? “Everyone is 
invited. Come in and we’ll love you,” 
commented one young girl. Rev. Janet 
Durrwachter highlighted the thoughts 
of another in the Call to Worship: “No 
matter what [a person] is like, they are 
part of the church family.” Scripture 

lessons furthered the call to unity. J.T. 
Rose, an eight-year-old from Middlesex 
UMC, read from Isaiah 11, while Pastor 
Daniel Wilt offered John 17 as a unity 
prayer that “connects us to [all] the saints 
of yesterday, today, and tomorrow.” “I in 
them and you in me, so that they may be 
brought to complete unity.” (John 17:23)

Bishop Park openly addressed those 
fears which threaten denominational 
unity in his sermon to the Conference. 
“We see a dark cloud of schism 
hanging,” he said. Nevertheless, Bishop 
Park insisted, “I anticipate great things 
[that] God has in store for us!” The 
bishop then laid out the plan for the 
quadrennial focus: Better Together … 
Make Us One (2017), One With Christ 
(2018), One With Each Other (2019), 
and One In Ministry (2020). As he called 
the conference to “pray, pray, pray, and 
pray,” Bishop Park maintained that no 
matter what the denomination goes 
through, we put our trust in God who 

By Bethany Wood 

The congregation of those gathered 
for the Annual Conference of 
the Susquehanna Conference 

worshipped together Thursday evening, 
May 4, celebrating the lives and 
resurrection of our saints.

After the soaring opening hymn, “For 
All the Saints,” Bishop Jeremiah Park led 
a prayer of adoration and illumination. 
Rev. Dr. Brand Eaton and Mr. John 
Konieczny set the tone in litany, as those 
we have commended to the Church 
Eternal were memorialized by name. 
Thoughtful prayer and the beautiful, 
reflective solo, “Thank You for Giving 
to the Lord,” offered wonderfully by 
Kaitlyn Wise followed. The Scripture 
lesson, proclaimed by Kelly Kocher-
Ross, Jason Robinson, and Daniel 

McClure echoed the 2 Kings 2:1-14 
passage, speaking of the means in which 
generations pass the mantel to each other. 
Elijah is instructed to find Elisha, and 
pass his wisdom to him. Elijah assures 
Elisha that he will always be with him, 
but the day comes when he is taken up 
to the heavens. Elijah’s mantle falls and 
is retrieved by Elisha, who carries on the 
prophecy.

Rev. Dr. Charles Salisbury approached 
the front of the stage with a ladder and 
putting it down, he opened in prayer and 
then began to share some family history. 
“Charlie” is named for two grandfathers 
– Charles and William. Grandpa was 
“Big Charlie” and Salisbury’s Dad was 
“ Little Charlie,” even though his name 
was Paul. Dad had two sons, Charlie and 

Bishop Jeremiah J. Park emphasized God’s unifying love in the Opening Celebration of 
the 2017 Susquehanna Annual Conference, held in Hershey, Pa., in May.
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God calls us to tell our story so that others 
may come to know Jesus Christ. “Hearts 
Strangely Warmed” was created to share 
these stories about transformational 
encounters with the Living God.

Rev. Rachel Keller Wong

The church. It’s a house of worship. A 
place to learn and grow. A place to use 
one’s gifts. A place to serve. But also a 
place to love and be loved - a place to be 
a part of the Body of Christ. 

It wasn’t easy growing up in the 
church as the daughter of the pastor. All 
eyes were on me and my sister. Everyone 
was watching for what we would do 
next. But on the other end of that was 
love. 

The church gave me my first group 
of good friends in a youth group filled 
with awkward middle schoolers. When 
my family moved right before I started 
high school, church was a small group of 
teenage girls meeting each week led by a 
young adult who invited me to the group 
as soon as I arrived in town and was a 
mentor I desperately needed throughout 
high school. 

The church loved me my second 
year of high school when a stage fire 
accident in a school musical put me in 
the hospital. The church was the people 
who prayed for me, the kids who wrote 
cards for me the following Sunday, 
and the youth pastor who drove to 
Baltimore to make sure I received the 
church’s blessings in person. The church 
continued to love and show me the love 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

“While the leader was describing the change which God works in the 
heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I 
did trust in Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me 
that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law 
of sin and death.” — John Wesley, May 24, 1738

Rev. Rachel Keller Wong

THE CHURCHES      OF THE SUSQUEHANNA CONFERENCE, THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

A WITNESS TO MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

We are the church

“We are more than bishops, caucuses, 
committees, laity, and clergy.  

We are The United Methodist Church. 
And that is a great place to be.”

— Rev. Dr. Charles Salisbury 
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Camp Penn
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forest

Greene Hills

Register online today: www.susumcamps.org

For the latest news and event information, visit the Susquehanna Conference Web site at www.susumc.org

wesleyseminary.edu/susc01

202-885-8659

admissions@wesleyseminary.edu

for more
information

Your life is full…work, family, church. And now a 
call to ministry. It is possible…with Wesley’s new 
five-year, part-time Master of Divinity program 
that you can do in intensive week-long classes, 
weekends, weeknights, and online.

• Spread the degree over 5 years 

• Access the same world-class Wesley faculty 

• Scholarships are available 

• A flexible academic plan to fit your busy 
schedule 

Learn more at wesleyseminary.edu/susc01

Wesley Theological Seminary | 4500 Massachusetts Avenue, NW | Washington, DC 20016
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By Jerry Wolgemuth,  
Director of Communications

Hershey Lodge, Hershey, Pennsylvania
May 4 - 6, 2017

 Bishop Jeremiah Park
 

Memorable points or quotes by keynote speakers:

“No one’s love for God’s church is greater than God’s love for the 
church. Our Conference theme, ‘Better Together,’ reflects the desire of 
God for the body of Christ to be one in unity.” 
 — Bishop Jeremiah Park, Opening Celebration 

After video clips of the building of a mosaic creation by Brookye Keeney, Altoona 
District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Kathleen E. Kind, and Conference Lay Leader, John 
Konieczny spoke of the theme graphic, “Hands,” which pictures unity out of our 
diversity: 
“A mosaic cannot exist without its broken components, and the pieces, 
once they are glazed, mortared, and grouted, come together in an art 
form that is better than any one of the individual pieces.”
 — Leadership Report

“The song of Miriam is actually the oldest recorded Israelite hymn. 
Every time it was sung the Israelites remembered the time that they were 
delivered from Pharaoh’s horsemen. They knew in the singing that they 
were delivered. We, as believers in Jesus Christ, are going to be singing for 
a long time. So, sing the song now. The kingdom of God depends on it.”
 — Bishop Moore-Koikoi, Pittsburgh Area, in her message, “Don’t Stop Singing.”

“What causes our division? Among other things, a theology of scarcity 
as evidenced in Mark 14 as the disciples criticize the woman for 
anointing Jesus, calling it ‘waste.’ In a theology of scarcity, if I give to 
one thing, I take away from something else – a zero sum game. Psalm 23 
disagrees, declaring, ‘my cup runneth over.’ Dualism is another cause, 
making every disagreement ‘either/or’ instead of ‘both/and.’ Jesus is 
constantly crossing borders in Scripture; his people are called to be 
border-crossers also, resisting an ‘us/them’ mentality.”
 — Rev. Dr. Jamie Clark-Soles, Friday morning Bible study

“In the Lord’s Supper, we join our voices with the church from across 
time and space in a continual prayer of thanksgiving. Viewing the 
lord’s Supper for what it is, namely, a prayer thanking the God of our 
salvation, brings into focus the profound spiritual meaning of what 
is said and done during this part of worship. It is not an act to rush 
through, but one to form us, deep within our hearts and lives.”
 — Rev. Dr. Ken Loyer, Saturday morning Bible study
 

How did your Conference members 
vote on the five constitutional 

amendments?  
(overview: tinyurl.com/lddkx6m)

Results of the vote on the five 
constitutional amendments were certified 
by Conference Secretary Rev. Arlene 
Beechert, and communicated to the 
Council of Bishops.

 
Resolutions 

Five resolutions were brought before the 
body for approval.

• Resolution One: An annual resolution 
on mental wellness, with dates 
adjusted for 2018. The resolution was 
approved without discussion.

• Resolution Two: Titled “Juvenile 
Justice,” called on clergy and members 
of congregations to support legislation 
making recordings of juvenile 
interrogations mandatory, as well as 
improving police effectiveness and 
protecting juveniles. The resolution 
passed after brief discussion.

• Resolution Three: A call for United 
Methodists in the Susquehanna 
Conference to support efforts to amend 
Pennsylvania’s constitution by creating 
a citizens’ commission for legislative 
redistricting, replacing the practice of 
having elected officials draw the lines. 
The resolution was approved.

• Resolution Four: The resolution 
generated extensive debate over the 
question of Israeli settlement actions, 
the ongoing conflict between Israel 
and the Palestinians, and the role of 
various companies in doing business 
that results from this conflict. This 
resolution urged clergy and the Annual 
Conference to consider WESPATH’s 
ESVPF for their investments. This 
fund has removed Motorola Solutions, 

Hewlett-Packard, and Caterpillar from 
their fund because of their business 
participation with the Israeli military. 
The resolution was adopted.

• Resolution Five: The resolution called 
for a boycott of Hewlett-Packard 
products out of concern over HP’s 
dealings with the Israeli military. The 
issue of Israeli settlements and HP’s 
presence with a facility in an Israeli 
West Bank settlement were part of the 
concerns raised by the resolution. After 
three speeches for and against the 
resolution, it was defeated.

Number of people ordained, 
commissioned or received into 

associate membership 
Six ordained elders (three of whom have 
an ordained parent, two from this annual 
conference, one from the Chile Annual 
Conference), one ordained deacon, five 
commissioned/provisional elders.

Number of people retired: 25

Membership stands at 142,732, down 
4,591 from the previous year.

Worship attendance stands at 54,946, 
down 2,602 from the previous year.

Church school attendance stands at 
17,819, down 1,125 from the previous 
year.

Professions or reaffirmations of faith 
for 2016: 2,100, down 46 from 2015.

Adults and young adults in small 
groups for 2016: 50,965, down 2,076 
from 2015.

Worshippers engaged in mission for 
2016: 25,922, up 3,038 from 2015.

As of print date, the Annual Conference offerings were:

Mission Central: $23,469.44

Seminary Debt Fund: $20,967.97

Bishop’s Partners in Mission (BPIM): $48,657.90 
(divided equally between Mission Central and Imagine No Malaria)

BPIM - designated for Mission Central: $343.00

BPIM - designated for Imagine No Malaria $3,059.42

Young People’s Ministry $7,281.88*  
($1,255 A.C. Scholarships and $6,026.88 Youth Service Fund)

Amounts are subject to change as pledges and checks continue to arrive.
(*Youth Service Fund amount does not include amounts raised through 
Conference Workbook and T-shirt pre-sales. See YSF total on page 12. )

Report of the 2017  
Susquehanna Annual Conference

2017 Annual Conference offerings
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Pssst. Hey bud ...
I know that in May at Annual 

Conference 2017, I threatened a final 
editorial beginning on Page 4 to, oh 
maybe, Page 11 or 12. I will confine 
myself to these two columns.

I’ve always been an advocate of 
sharing our stories. It comes off as a bit 
arrogant; but in the hopes of honoring 
my creator, perhaps I’ve been called to 
share my story that might give you the 
courage to tell your story. That’s how 
this connection of followers of Jesus 
works best.

I don’t know how God speaks to 
you but instead of a Cecil B. DeMille- 
Hollywood-esque kind of voice from 
the clouds, for me it’s usually been 
more of a “pssst, hey bud” kind of 
thing. 

I perhaps heard it most profoundly 
in the summer of 1997.

I’d chosen, with blessings from my 
wife, to end my third career, a career 
that found me climbing the proverbial 
“ladder-of-success” in banking.

I began a banking career as a courier 
at First National Bank of Mansfield, 
Ohio. That was followed by branch 
bank management, commercial loans, 
foreign banking, investment banking, 
training and on.

In time, my creative itch was in bad 
need of being scratched. I’m sure you 
can understand that you don’t get very 
far in banking by being creative with 
the bank’s balance sheet published in 
local newspapers with your signature 
attached.

A part-time publishing enterprise 
for my wife and me satisfied the 
creative itch. In New York City on 
Liberty Weekend 1986 we launched 
a magazine focused on school 
performing dance teams. We built it 
to 5,000 subscribers from the office 
in our home on five acres across from 
a corn field, twelve miles from the 
nearest grocery store. The creative itch 
was comfortably scratched.

The eight-year pinnacle of my 
banking career was in the form of 
vice president and comptroller, daily 
moving millions of dollars through 
the Federal Reserve System between 
correspondent banks. The words of 
Peggy Lee’s song, “Is that all there 
is?” started playing in my ears. “Velcro 
banking” (five name changes) had 
settled in. Perhaps the magazine could 
take us to retirement.

I resigned. The 30 years of banking 
had been good.

We planned a relaunch of the 
magazine under a new title, scope, 
and design. One week away from the 
print date in Cincinnati we were served 
with a cease and desist letter from 
a publisher’s attorney in New York 
City, taking issue with our use of a 
generic word in the name of our new 
magazine. Our attorney’s response 
was, “We can win this hands-down but 
you need to know that it will cost you 
upwards of twenty thousand dollars.”

Unwilling to take ourselves and 
several investors down that corridor, 
we prayed and backed away. 

I called our former pastor, Dr. Blake 
Wagner. “Blake, I’m calling you 
because you’re the one who planted 
this turmoil several years ago when 
you asked me if God was calling me 
into pastoral ministry.” He replied, “I 
always thought you could.”

A discernment process satisfied me 
that it was not pastoral ministry to 
which I was called, but ministry of a 

different sort. I learned that the East 
Ohio Conference was looking for a 
director of communication, a position 
to be open in six months.

I applied.
Working for the United Methodist 

Church seemed a bit off the track.
 Let me explain. 
I was born on a farm near Manheim, 

Pennsylvania, into a family deeply 
rooted and traceable as far back as the 
17th century in the Anabaptist faith 
perspective. Piety and the attendant 
obedience were of high priority. My 
family followed my father through his 
entry into the ministry as Anabaptist, 
then Evangelical United Brethren, then 
United Methodist. 

Along the way I had become rather 
cynical of church beyond the walls of 
the local church. My cynicism took on 
the flavor of a song that a disgruntled 
John Adams hurls at Congress in 
the Broadway show 1776: “Piddle, 
twiddle, and resolve. Not one xxxx 
thing do we solve!” 

Our family with two daughters 
became very active at Main Street 
E.U.B. in Mansfield. Sunday school, 
youth ministry, finance, etc. were our 
passion. Church beyond the walls 
of our local church seemed of little 
consequence.

And then I heard the voice, “Hey, 
bud, c’mere; I wanna’ show you 
somethin’.”

A day in July of 1997 found Bishop 
Irons and four others waiting 45 
minutes for this poor lost soul from 
Ohio to show up for an interview in 
the Central Pennsylvania Conference 
Office in Harrisburg. Bishop Irons, 
in his mercy, got this distressed 
interviewee a glass of cold water. We 
talked for 90 minutes. Ed Zeiders 
called later and offered the position 
of director of communication. Ruth 
stayed behind in Ohio to sell the house 
and ready the move to Pennsylvania. 
She joined me and became a fixture 
behind the counter at Cokesbury.

So, what’s the short version of what 
God has shown me? After twenty 
Annual Conferences, five General 
Conferences, five Jurisdictional 
Conferences, sitting in the pews 
of hundreds of churches in this 
conference, I’ve learned that the 
United Methodist Church is about 
family ...

... going to Nineveh,

... following a star to Bethlehem,

... marching to Zion,

... crossing Red Sea after Red Sea,

... looking for a way forward.
‘T’aint nothin’ new, guys. In the 

language of an old hymn:
“In shady, green pastures, so rich 

and so sweet, God leads His dear 
children along;

Where the water’s cool flow bathes 
the weary one’s feet, God leads His 
dear children along.

Some through the waters, some 
through the flood,

Some through the fire but all through 
the blood.

Some through great sorrow, but God 
gives a song,

In the night season and all the day 
long.

This double decade has been a thing 
of joy. I think I hear another “pssst, 
hey bud.”

So very glad we could get together.

JW

EDITORIAL
How did we get here and where are we going?
Some facts and decisions about Annual Conference

This was the first 
Annual Conference since 
the formation of the 
Susquehanna Conference 
that we did not meet at 

Messiah College. Prior to the formation of 
the new conference, the former Wyoming 
Conference had, since the early 1970s, 
met at Elm Park UMC and the University 
of Scranton. Since the late 1980s, the 
former Central Pennsylvania Conference 
met at Messiah College.

With that rich history of location, I 
want to use this column to give the back 
story about why the move, what must be 
considered in picking a site for Annual 
Conference, and where are we going in 
the future? My hope is that this will be 
helpful information so you know what 
is considered in planning an Annual 
Conference.

Why move from Messiah College? 
If you will remember, our last year at 

Messiah in 2016 was because the campus 
was going through extensive renovations. 
Hitchcock Auditorium was reconfigured, 
resulting in less conference floor space.
So why not move back to Messiah after 

the construction is completed? 
There are two reasons. One is the newly 

built facility is not large enough to hold 
all of our members and visitors. The 
other important reason is that evaluations 
continued to say that a college campus 
and lodging in dorms were difficult for 
many people, and less accessible. Over 
the years, the request for accessible rooms 
outnumbered the rooms available. The 
distance from dorms, having to walk 
outside when it was raining, and sharing 
bathrooms in the dorms were just not 
acceptable to many people.

What is the number of persons who 
come and vote at Annual Conference? 

The short answer is that we must 
plan seating and accommodations for 
about 1,350 persons. The “Discipline” 
sets the number of members for Annual 
Conference. The number of clergy who 
are eligible to attend Annual Conference 
and vote include: all clergy in full 
connection whether serving or retired, 
provisional clergy, associate clergy, full-
time and part-time local pastors. We must 
count all clergy in full connection – even 
if they moved outside the bounds of the 
conference, are in a nursing home, or 
have said they are not attending. (This 
was raised at General Conference and 
ruled that ALL clergy, whether able to 
attend or not, must be counted.) 

The lay members must equal the 
number of clergy who are eligible to 
attend. That means that the Bar of the 
Conference must be able to accommodate 
all clergy and laity – whether they will 
attend or not.

In addition to that number, we plan for 
about 25 people who serve as staff and 
volunteers, and about 200 visitors who 
come and go. This count also includes 
special worship services such as the 
Memorial Service, Retiree/Ministry night, 
and Ordination.

So the total number of seats needed is 
about 1,500.

What spaces are needed besides  
seating for 1,500? 

The corporate sessions aren’t the only 
meetings for which space is needed. There 
must be two separate spaces to allow for 
the Clergy Session and the Laity Session. 
The Clergy Session is mandated by the 
“Discipline” and must be held at the time 
of Annual Conference. So based on the 
numbers, we need two rooms to be used 
simultaneously, each being able to seat 
about 500-600 people.

There is also space for approximately 
70 ministry displays, office space, and 
other meeting spaces.

Meal times and eating 
At Messiah College we needed three 

meal times, and the lines were very long. 
Hershey Lodge can seat everyone at one 
time. 
What is needed in the meeting sessions? 

The audio-visual needs for a room of 
1,500 people is enormous. Not only is 
there rigging for lights and speakers, but 
there must be large screens to project, as 
well as microphones and knowledgable 
sound technicians.

How much lodging is needed? 
With the long distances that people 

travel to Annual Conference, lodging is a 
big consideration. At the Hershey Lodge, 
there were a total of 952 sleeping rooms 
used from Wednesday through Friday 
night. This number is just counting those 
who stayed at Hershey Lodge. Others 
chose to stay at other hotel/motels. There 
were many persons who commuted – just 
like when we were at Messiah College.

Why Hershey Lodge? 
Hershey Lodge was one of the very 

few places that could accommodate 
not only the number of persons for the 
meeting space, but they were also one of 
the few places that could accommodate 
meals for the large group and sleeping 
accommodations. Also, with the number 
of rooms that we reserved, there is no cost 
for any of the meeting space.

How long will we hold Annual 
Conference at Hershey Lodge?  

Are there other options? 
In 2015 the contract was signed to be at 

Hershey Lodge through 2021. The reasons 
for signing through 2021 was threefold. 1. 
We could not return to Messiah College 
because the new space was too small. 2. It 
was less expensive to book multiple years. 
Hershey Lodge meeting space is booked 
about four years in advance. So unless we 
cancel the contract (and pay a significant 
cancellation penalty), we will be at Hershey 
Lodge for at least the next four years.

What about the future? 
There are a couple of things to consider 

as we look to the future. One option for a 
different Annual Conference would be to 
rent meeting space for 1,500 persons and 
everyone would be responsible for their 
own lodging and meals. The difficulty 
with this option is finding a meeting space 
that is reasonable, accessible, and can be 
set up for our multiple meeting needs. 
Renting meeting space for our needs can 
be very expensive. Imagine how many 
restaurants would be needed to feed 1,500 
people. The meal breaks would have to 
be significantly longer to allow people 
to travel for lunch and dinner and return. 
The other difficulty is that if a session 
runs late into the evening, how far will 
people need to travel to the hotel or their 
home.

The other issue about the future is 
that we have no idea what the United 
Methodist Church will look like and 
what the needs will be for our Annual 
Conference meeting beyond 2021. Will 
we be significantly less in number or 
will there be about the same number of 
attendees? 

The evaluations for meeting at Hershey 
Lodge have been overwhelmingly 
positive. This is especially encouraging 
for our first time in a new environment. 
There are some things that can be done 
better, and we will work on them.

I wanted to give you some of the 
backstory and what considerations go into 
planning an event like Annual Conference 
for 1,500 of your closest friends.

REV. DR. TOM 
SALSGIVER

Director of  
Connectional 

Ministries

FROM WHERE I SIT
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knows all, who is able, and who is in 
charge.

To encourage the Annual Conference 
in its pursuit of unity, Bishop Park lifted 
up the traditional motto of the United 
States of America, E Pluribus Unum 
(out of many, one). He reminded that 
oneness is not sameness, and that much 
unity can be accomplished through 
diversity. Historically speaking, Bishop 
Park pointed to the circumcision conflict 
of Acts 15, perhaps the most historically 
significant division that still empowered 
the early church to become one in 
witness to all the world. Then Bishop 
Park drew attention to the vision of the 
beloved community of the first disciples. 
Not without reason, the bishop said, did 
Jesus chose a child as the embodiment of 
God’s kingdom. Like the vision of Isaiah 
11, unity is a place where creatures that 

are least likely to be friendly with each 
other live in peace.

Finally, Bishop Park called the Annual 
Conference to seek the perfect gift of 
love. He quoted former Ohio Wesleyan 
Chaplain Dr. James Leslie, who said, “If 
we have love in our hearts, disagreement 
will do us no harm; if we have no love 
in our hearts, agreements will do us 
no good.” In a heartfelt moment, the 
bishop compared the denominational 
division over sexuality to the national 
division between North Korea and 
South Korea. He intimated that Korea 
globally represents the pain of division. 
In contrast, Bishop Park challenged the 
Conference to be a church that shows 
the way and offers signs of hope. Bishop 
Park closed his remarks by reminding the 
Conference: “No one’s love for God’s 
church is greater than God’s love for the 
Church.”

We are the church

New Director of  
Congregational Development

Paul. Mom called Dad by his middle 
name, Richard. 

Salisbury talked about how he and 
his dad were different: Dad finished 
sixth grade, Salisbury was the first in his 
family to graduate from college. Dad was 
a painter and was the one nominated to 
paint up to the top of a steeple. Salisbury 
doesn’t like heights. He reflected that 
they were very different, but if not 
for this dad, he wouldn’t have life. 
Salisbury’s dad died at the age of 57 —
the age Salisbury is now — and has been 
gone for 27 years. All Salisbury has left 
is his dad’s painting ladder.

Salisbury went on to reflect upon the 
evening’s Old Testament lesson. He 
recounted that when he was young and 
in Sunday school, he thought that Elijah 
and Elisha were twins. As he began to 
read the Bible as a child, the 2 Kings 
passage became one of his favorites. 
Retelling the story, Salisbury spoke of 
how Elijah went to the mountain where 
he encountered God in that still, small 
voice that had so much power. Told to 
seek out Elisha, he found him and threw 
his mantle upon him, in effect making 
Elisha his successor. After Elijah went to 
be rejoined with God, people soon began 
to see something of Elijah in Elisha. 
Elisha had asked that Elijah give him a 
double portion of his spirit. Salisbury’s 
interpretation of that moment was that 
Elisha simply wanted to be at least half 
the man that he saw in Elijah. But more 
than that, Elisha, graced with knowledge 
of God, and blessed by the mantle of 
his mentor, became a prophet in his 

own right with his own unique gifts and 
own unique call. In that manner, Elisha 
was indeed doubly blessed as he moved 
forward in ministry.

Salisbury pointed out that it is 
appointment season, and the itinerant 
moving vans will soon start appearing, 
settling new shepherds in their new 
places of ministry. He lamented that 
there are those who have started to 
use the word “Methodist” without the 
“United” in front of it. Salisbury made 
it clear that this manner of referring to 
our denomination really grates on him. 
We are United Methodists, period. He 
referenced a summary of the historical 
journey toward God’s plan that different 
paths, different congregants, different 
yet similar faith journeys resulted in a 
church united. We are more than bishops, 
caucuses, committees, laity, and clergy. 
We are The United Methodist Church. 
And that is a great place to be. 

“Tonight, we honor special people. We 
give thanks for wise counsel and loving 
prayers, and the spouses and families 
who supported these persons who offered 
their life and ministry to God. We give 
thanks to the God who has given your 
loved ones a kiss on the cheek in eternity. 
You loved them so they could love 
others.”

“This is a gift that has not ended. 
Know this: We are on a journey together. 
We take your loved ones on that journey 
and hold them close to our hearts.”

An offering was taken for Mission 
Central followed by a service of Holy 
Communion. The services ended with 
the enthusiastic singing of “When We All 
Get to Heaven” and “I’ll Fly Away.”

Phyllis Weir has a heart for giving. 
From benevolent care to stained 
glass windows, she desires 

to make life better for her friends 
and neighbors in the RiverWoods 
community.

Phyllis moved to RiverWoods 
in March of 2013. She grew up in 
Kulpmont, Pa., and spent much of 
her adult life in Washington, D.C. 
Phyllis chose RiverWoods for 
retirement because she has 
good friends living nearby. Her 
brother, Robert, followed her 
to RiverWoods in 2014, after 
the death of his wife, Mildred. 
Neither Phyllis nor Robert had 
children, so it made sense that 
they wanted to be near each 
other in retirement.

After Robert death on March 
4, 2016, Phyllis wanted to do 
something special in his memory 
that would honor their values 
and beliefs. First, she gave a very 
generous contribution for benevolent 
care, having been quite close to a 
resident who openly acknowledged 
receiving benevolent care. Donations 
of this kind are essential to ensure that 
residents who outlive their savings, 
through no fault of their own, can 
remain in the place they call home—
in this case, RiverWoods. Next, she 
donated a large screen television for 
the Ridgecrest Creative Arts room so 
that residents with vision challenges 
similar to hers would be better able to 
view programs broadcast there.

When Phyllis learned that the Keller 
Meditation Chapel in the Adams Center 

was in need of additional stained 
glass windows, she immediately 
agreed to donate funds to have them 
created. RiverWoods Chaplain Peter 
Geschwindner worked with stained 
glass artist Rick Wolf of Watsontown 
on the design of two windows. 
One depicts The United Methodist 
Church symbol of a Cross and Flame, 
connecting Phyllis to her Methodist 
roots in Kulpmont. The other features a 
Star of David, chosen to recognize the 
roots of Christianity in Judaism and to 
honor close Jewish friends who helped 
Robert cope with the death of his wife 
and subsequent move to RiverWoods.

Phyllis has made a great difference 
at RiverWoods for residents in need. 
Whether receiving important support 
through benevolent care, enjoying a TV 
program, or embracing the solitude of 
the Keller Meditation Chapel, residents 
are the recipients of her generosity. 
Thank you Phyllis! The stained glass 
windows will be a continual reminder 
of your caring, beautiful spirit.
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Better Together ... Make Us One

It is with great joy and with much 
anticipation that Bishop Jeremiah 
J. Park and Rev. Dr. Thomas 

Salsgiver, Director of Connectional 
Ministries and Administrative Services, 
announce the hiring of Mrs. Kay Kotan 
as the new Director of Congregational 
Development. Kotan brings a lot of 
experience, passion, and connectional 
awareness to this position. She was part 
of the creating team for the Healthy 
Church Initiative process in the Missouri 
Annual Conference. This initiative 
served as a model for our Matthew 28 
Initiative. She was one of the principal 
creators of the initiative as well as its 
implementation and training. She also 
created the Small Church Initiative 
as part of the Missouri Conference 
Initiative.

Kotan is a sought-after speaker 
and workshop leader throughout the 
denomination, and this year she has been 
invited back to the Arkansas Annual 
Conference for a second year as keynote 
speaker and workshop leader. She is an 
ICF credentialed coach, consultant, and 
trainer. In addition, she is a Path One 

coach and has served on the faculty of 
Coaching4Clergy.

She has a passion to serve churches of 
all sizes, and has written or co-authored 
twelve books. Some of those books 
include: Renovate or Die; A Day of New 
Beginnings: Helping Small Churches 
Remember and Discover New Paths 
Forward; Gear Up: Nine Essentials 
Processed for the Optimized Church; 
Building Worship Bridges: Worship to 
Accelerate Neighborhood Connections; 
Mission Possible: Structuring Your 
Church for Missional Effectiveness; and 
Necessary Nine: Things Effective Pastors 
Do Differently.

 Kotan is an active lay person who 
is passionate about being a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. Kotan is committed to use 
her call as a lay person to help churches, 
pastors, and other lay persons serve Jesus 
Christ, and to help churches vision for a 
renewed future. 

She has been married for twenty-
five years to her husband, Bob. They 
have one son, Cameron. We were glad 
that Kay Kotan was present for Annual 
Conference at the Hershey Lodge. She 
will begin her duties with Susquehanna 
Conference on July 1.

The Office of Congregational 
Development is now part of the 
Connectional Ministries staff. Kotan 
will also be a member of the extended 
Cabinet. 

“I know that you will join us in 
welcoming Kay to the Susquehanna 
Annual Conference. Her varied 
experience in the Missouri Conference 
and her years of involvement in parish 
redevelopment and new church starts will 
be a blessing,” said Bishop Jeremiah Park.

The full Cabinet was extremely 
impressed with Kotan as she not only 
shared her call, but her vision for the 
future. After meeting with Kotan, the 
full Cabinet strongly and unanimously 
affirmed her gifts for this ministry with 
the Susquehanna Conference.

“We firmly believe that the 
Susquehanna Conference will be blessed 
by Kay Kotan’s ministry and witness.”

Kay Kotan
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By Deb Steransky 

The Celebration of Ministry held 
Friday evening, May 5, celebrated 
the ministry of incoming 

ordinands and retiring pastors for their 
dedication to the work of God. The 
CrossPoint United Methodist Church’s 
praise team brought us the opening, 
upbeat music that set the tone for 
the evening’s mood. Throughout the 
Scripture, reflections, and the message 
was the question Jesus asked Peter in 
John 21:15-19, “Do you love me?” 

Jacob Drexler and Rev. Wayne F. 
Heberlig engaged in a dialogue and 
described what Jesus’ love looks like and 
what it looks like to love Jesus. Love is a 
noun and also a verb. Love is an action, 
and we must show it by giving our time 
and resources, hopes and desires to the 
purposes of God. 

The Scripture in John was dramatized 
by Scot Bower and Richard DeMarte.

Pastor Kristopher R. Sledge introduced 
his message by telling us that he is 
getting married this summer. He told us 
that during his courtship with his fiancée, 
Hannah, they asked each other the usual 
questions, and eventually Hannah asked 
if Kris loved her, because she wanted 
to know if he was truly committed to a 
lifetime of loving each other. 

Jesus asks us the same question, and 
like Hannah, he wants to know if we are 
committed to a lifetime of loving and 
serving him. And he wants us to show 
him how much we love him. Sledge 
said that is the most important question 
ever asked: Are we in love with Jesus? 
He’s not asking us if we are growing our 
churches nor if we can preach a good 
sermon. Jesus wants to know if we love 

him, because he loves us and there’s 
nothing we can do about it. 

We need to listen to the still, small 
voice of God and allow our lives to be 
transformed yet again. There are times 
when it’s hard to love Jesus because 
we get lost in the rhythm of our lives. 
But the best part of Jesus asking “Do 
you love me?” of Peter is that it was a 
remarkable act of grace. Peter felt like a 
failure yet Jesus still asked. Jesus asks us 
the same question with the same grace. 
Sledge told a story to illustrate what love 
looks like. An 8-year-old boy whose 
sister was dying of leukemia believed 
that he would die when he agreed to a 
blood transfusion that would save his 
sister’s life. He agreed to donate his 
blood in spite of mistakenly believing he 
would lose his. That’s the kind of loving 
Jesus calls us to. He [the little boy] got it. 

Sledge then thanked the retirees for the 
many years of service that paved the way 
for the younger pastors. He said they 
still need to ask the question, “Are you 
in love with Jesus?” because they aren’t 
done. He congratulated the ordinands 
and cautioned them to stay in love with 
Jesus because that’s what will keep them 
going. And he addressed the Annual 
Conference and told us to stay rooted in 
Jesus because the world needs us. 

Rev. Richard Noll represented the 
order of elders as the mantle was passed 
to Candidate Miguel H. Arenas. Rev. 
Reda E. Willis represented the order 
of deacons and passed the towel to 
Candidate Karen L. Weiss. Bishop 
Jeremiah Park asked the historical 
questions as a final preparation for 
ordination. 

The 34 retirees were recognized for 
over 773 years of service. 

Pastor Kristopher Sledge challenged the Annual Conference to stay in love with Jesus.

By Ed Preston 

Friday morning, May 5, got off 
to a fast start with a Bible study 
centered on the seventeenth 

chapter of John. Rev. Dr. Jamie Clark-
Soles first offered a word of hope for the 
unity of the United Methodist Church. 
After pointing out that “Baptists refer to 
church conflict as church growth,” and 
observing that most denominations have 
split, she shared that, “I hope you will do 
things differently.”

The study of the morning was couched 
in the context of the Annual Conference 
theme, Better Together; Make Us One. 
Dr. Clark-Soles offered the words of 
John 17:21 and a portion from our Great 
Thanksgiving as expressions of a desire 
for unity within God’s church. She also 
noted that the word “one” occurs thirty-
two times in John’s Gospel.

Dr. Clark-Soles reminded us that in 
the Scriptures, the writer of the Gospel 
of John is never actually named, but 
referred to as the beloved disciple. The 
rhetorical effect of this is that we are able 
to become that disciple, drawn in by the 
Scriptures to a deeper relationship with 
God. That relationship is expressed in the 
Greek word “Kolpas,” often translated as 
“next to” but really meaning “embrace” 
or “tender holding upon Jesus’ bosom.” 
Thus, in John 1:18 we might find “the 
only God, who is at the father’s bosom,” 
and in John 13:23 we would read that 
the disciple “was reclining against Jesus’ 
bosom.” The meaning is of a deep, 
intimate relationship with Jesus.

The Scriptures work to prepare us 
for John 17 beginning with the words 
of Deuteronomy 6:4, “Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” 
John 1:3-5 speaks of the unity of the 
Father and the Son and the glory of that 
relationship. John 10:16 proclaims the 
unity of the flock and the shepherd. John 
11:51-52 declares the mission of Jesus to 
“gather into one the children of God who 

are scattered abroad.” John 14:1 refers to 
many hearts united and beating as one.

As Jesus prays for the disciple in 
17:15, he prays that they may be kept 
from “the evil one.” Dr. Clark-Soles 
offered that this is a broader reference 
to things such as fear, despair, things 
which divide, disconnection from the 
divine, evil, and doubt. The “knowledge” 
which we have is not simply a head-
trip, but knowledge based on love. 
This is important as we realize that 
“however unity comes, it won’t be by 
compromise but by moving forward in 
love.” Knowing Jesus means being in 
relationship with Jesus, as Dr. Clark-
Soles asked us, “Can you love that which 
you do not know?”

Our unity is based on this fact that “we 
are beloved by God; we just have to act 
like it’s true!”

We are called to unity because in 
that spirit we thrive as community, not 
avoiding messiness, engaging God 
through our conversations. In unity we 
please God by doing “greater works 
than these” for the transformation of 

“Do you love me?”

Moving together through love
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Check out our Camp & Retreat Ministries at www.susumcamps.org

the world, something Dr. Clark-Soles 
claimed United Methodists are very good 
at.

But what causes our division? Among 
other things, a theology of scarcity as 
evidenced in Mark 14 as the disciples 
criticized the woman for anointing 
Jesus, calling it “waste.” In a theology of 
scarcity, if I give to one thing I take away 
from something else – a zero sum game. 
Psalm 23 disagrees, declaring,“my cup 
runneth over.” Dualism is another cause, 
making every disagreement “either/or” 

instead of “both/and.” Jesus is constantly 
crossing borders in Scripture; his people 
are called to be border crossers also, 
resisting an “us/them” mentality.

Dr. Clark-Soles thanked the Annual 
Conference for the prayer strand she 
had received, suggesting that while a 
three-strand cord is strong, a cord of 
four strands with the body of believers 
as the fourth strand would be stronger 
yet. Speaking to our current journey, 
she declared, “We know we are in good 
hands.”

Rev. Dr. Jamie Clark-Soles leads the 
Susquehanna Conference in a Bible study 
on John 17.
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Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi urges the ordinands and clergy of the Susquehanna 
Conference to be partners in the song, and to keep on singing.Rev. Dr. Kenneth Loyer celebrates the unity the church claims in its Eucharisctic prayer.

Don’t stop singing!
By Bethany Wood 

The Service of Commissioning 
and Ordination held Saturday 
afternoon, May 6, began with the 

impressive procession of clergy. The Chi 
Rho Singers, under the direction of Rev. 
Joleen Willis, presented the anthem, “A 
Joyous Call to Praise.” 

After the stirring processional hymn, 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,” 
Bishop Jeremiah Park offered a greeting 
prayer. He set the tone for the service by 
leading the congregation in recognition 
of our common ministry. Pastors Denise 
S. Haskins, Joseph S. Hopkins, Robert 
L. Marsh, Jason M. Schwartzman, 
and Joshua Wargo were presented for 
commissioning and provisional elder 
membership. Pastor Karen L. Weiss 
was presented for ordination as a 
deacon elder. The Reverends Miguel 
H. Arenas, Jane L. O’Borski, Mindi 
E. Ferguson, Christopher R. Nauta, 
Brent T. Salsgiver, and Rachel E. Keller 
Wong were presented for ordination as 
elders and full membership. All were 
resoundingly affirmed by the worshipping 
community. The general examination of 
the candidates then occurred.

Rev. Dr. Paul Amara proclaimed the 
Old Testament lesson: Exodus 15:19-21, 
which was the account of Miriam’s song 
after the horsemen and chariots belonging 
to Pharaoh were consumed by the waters 
of the Red Sea. “Sing to the Lord, for he 
is highly exalted!” 

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi was 
introduced by Bishop Park, who also 
invited Bishop Neil Irons to join her at 
the podium. Moore-Koikoi began her 
sermon by thanking Bishop Park for his 
heartfelt introduction and indicated that 
she was delighted to be present with 
Irons, who taught her church polity at 
West Virginia Wesleyan College. 

Moore-Koikoi, addressing the 
ordinands and those to be commissioned, 
enthused with them that this is an 
exciting day, and one that perhaps 
was a long time coming. It is here, 
and following the line of apostolic 
succession, hands will soon be laid as the 
spiritual power is transferred to each. For 
commissioners, this probably feels like 
an engagement. For elders, a wedding 
complete with a new dress! For all, it is a 
time to sing in the excitement of this day. 
“Don’t ever lose this,” she admonished. 
“You may become angry, frustrated, or 
disillusioned – for after all, you will be 
dealing with church people. On those 
difficult days, remember this day — and 
keep on singing.” Moore-Koikoi then 
began to sing hymns that each referenced 
the word “song” or “singing.” The point? 

We sing the story of Jesus’ love for us, 
and no matter what has happened in 
our everyday lives of ministry, the song 
continues. The story continues. 

Moore-Koikoi referenced the Exodus 
passage proclaimed earlier in the service. 
The song of Miriam is actually the oldest 
recorded Israelite hymn. Every time it 
was sung, the Israelites remembered 
the time that they were delivered from 
Pharaoh’s horsemen. They knew, in the 
singing, that they were delivered. We, as 
believers of Jesus Christ, are going to be 
singing for a long time. So sing the song 
now. The kingdom of God depends on it. 

God does, Moore-Koikoi mused, use 
grumpy and out of sorts pastors and 
deacons, but prefers those who excitedly 
sing the song. She related the story of her 
visit to Bristol, England, where she had 
taken her ordinands on a pilgrimage and 
where John Wesley once preached in a 
building which still stands. Moore-Koikoi 
was invited by the caretaker, ironically 
an Anglican priest, to participate in 
communion. She was humbled at the 
thought that she was the ancestor of a 
slave, a woman pastor to boot, and she 
was embraced in [that] holy space. John 
Wesley, who should have given up the 
song, given his many hardships, kept 
singing. And in that space, Moore-Koikoi 
sang, too.

She addressed those present, asking 
them to be partners in the song. We’re 
all in this together. Make sure that these 
ordinands keep singing the song.

Those candidates being commissioned 
with the laying on of hands and prayer 
were called to the stage, followed 
by an anthem sung by the Chi Rho 
Singers, “We Are Called.” The deacon 
candidate and elder candidates were 
similarly blessed. Bishop Park then led 
the congregation in a joyous prayer of 
thanksgiving for those we had given our 
assent to and welcomed in the called 
ministry of word, sacrament, and service.

An offering was taken to benefit the 
Bishop’s Partners in Mission. As the 
offering was taken the congregation 
united in singing “Marching in the Light 
of God,” “This Little Light of Mine,” 
and “Marching to Zion.” The prayer of 
dedication was offered by Bishop Park.

Following the offering, Rev. Karen 
Weiss and Pastor Joshua Wargo shared 
the story of their call and their journey 
into the ministry of Jesus Christ. Each 
shared their struggles and their joys, and 
offered an invitation to consider a call 
into the ordained ministry.

Bishop Park invited those sensing the 
call of Christian service to gather at the 
cross to the right of the stage for prayer. 
Bishop Irons closed with a blessing.

By Brenda Leigey 

The Saturday morning (May 6) 
Bible study was led by Rev. Dr. 
Kenneth Loyer, who serves at 

Spry United Methodist Church in the 
York District. The congregation under 
Loyer’s leadership has grown in weekly 
attendance, and has reached out to serve 
the surrounding community and beyond. 
Loyer has written about the importance of 
Holy Communion as a means for a deeper 
Christian discipleship and renewal.

The Bible study began as Loyer talked 
about the “sweetness” of Hershey and 
the opportunity to enjoy great food and 
chocolate. But there is a greater feast 
to partake of, the sweetest of feasts; the 
Gospel Feast as Charles Wesley referred 
to it; the Lord’s Supper — the feast of 
Holy Communion, the great banquet 
according to Jesus; the sweet grace and 
love in the presence of Jesus.

Loyer shared the words of a hymn by 
Charles Wesley, where Wesley called 
the Lord’s Supper “the gospel feast.” In 
this hymn, Wesley writes and uses some 
vivid and profound words as God led 
him to a deeper understanding of Holy 
Communion by immersing him in the 
Scriptures, and from the passage of John 
6:53 he penned these words to a beautiful 
hymn:

Come and partake the gospel feast,  
be saved from sin, in Jesus rest;  
O taste the goodness of our God,  
and eat his flesh and drink his blood.  
See him set forth before your eyes; 
behold the bleeding sacrifice;  
his offered love make haste to 
embrace, and freely now be saved by 
grace.  
Ye who believe his record true  
shall sup with him and he with you;  
come to the feast, be saved from sin,  
for Jesus waits to take you in.” 
Thinking about the gospel feast, Loyer 

shared Scripture from Luke 22:1-30.
Luke gives us an account of how 

Judas, one of the twelve disciples would 
betray Jesus the night that Jesus shared 
the Last Supper with his disciples. Loyer 
asked us to imagine what that must have 
been like from the perspective of Jesus. 
Yet Jesus let his betrayer be part of that 
special gathering. Judas and Jesus were 
at the place, sharing in the same meal, 
participating in the same act, but with 
different intentions. Judas was intent on 
following through with his betrayal and 
Jesus was intent in following through and 
fulfilling his purpose.

To help us better understand how we 
can simply gather to participate in the 

same activity when we may not share 
the same intent or be united for the 
same purpose, Loyer shared how his 
wife could tell you that they may be in 
the same room, even talking with one 
another, but she can tell when he is not 
really with her. Then Loyer added that 
true unity in Christ involves more than 
just being in the same place and doing 
the same things together; true unity in 
Christ involves the interior disposition 
of our hearts aligning with the heart of 
Jesus himself.

He referred to this year’s Annual 
Conference gathering as having a 
twofold theme – unity and prayer – and 
he asked us to consider our prayers for 
the church, and in particular a special 
prayer of the church, the Eucharistic 
prayer or the words of prayer associated 
with the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Those words are important as a prayer 
emphasizing the themes of thanksgiving, 
confession, and unity.

“In the Lord’s Supper, we join our 
voices with the church from across 
time and space in a continual prayer of 
thanksgiving. Viewing the Lord’s Supper 
for what it is, namely, a prayer thanking 
the God of our salvation, brings into 
focus the profound spiritual meaning of 
what is said and done during this part of 
worship. It is not an act to rush through, 
but one to form us, deep within our 
hearts and lives. Communion is far from 
the empty ritual that some might see it 
as today. Instead, this gift of God’s grace 
actually makes possible for us a fresh 
encounter with the living God – together 
as God’s people.”

Highlighting aspects of the liturgy in 
“The United Methodist Hymnal” for the 
celebration of Holy Communion, Loyer 
led us into a deeper understanding and 
renewed appreciation of how we can 
experience the sweetness, grace, and love 
of Jesus in our churches and lives today.

First, we begin with hearing the words 
of invitation to commune with Christ and 
with others in his name: “Christ our Lord 
invites to his table all who love him, who 
earnestly repent of their sin, and seek to 
live in peace with one another. Therefore, 
let us confess our sin before God and one 
another.” 

The invitation is followed by a 
prayer of confession. Loyer shared that 
confession may be out of style in a 
largely therapeutic age, like our own, that 
teaches us to feel good about ourselves 
and to think the best about who we are 
and what we do and say. Nevertheless, 
if we truly wish to enter God’s presence, 

Connect with the Susquehanna Conference on Facebook. www.facebook.com/susumc

By Your Spirit: Jesus, Unity, and 
Holy Communion
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Ordained Elders
(left to right)

Miguel H. Arenas
Jane L. O’Borski

Rachel E. Keller Wong
Mindi E. Ferguson

Christopher R. Nauta
Brent T. Salsgiver

Ordained Deacon
Karen L. Weiss
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Commissioned 
Elders

(left to right)
Joshua S. Wargo

Joseph S. Hopkins
Jason M. Schwartzman

Robert J. Marsh
Denise M. Haskins
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Seminary Graduates
(Left to right) Kristopher R. Sledge, Hannah M. Pratt, Deborah J. Port, Ethan T. 

Shearer, Donald J. Smith, Victoria R. Apicella, Nicholas S. McMichael, Bruce E. 
Gowe, Adam W. Miller

Local Pastors and Certified Lay Ministers
Front (l-r): Debbie Harvey, Robin L. Fillmore, Vicki L. Gossert, Bruce Levy,  

M. Jean McCleary
Back (1-r): D. Ann Foor, Philip G. Foster Jr., Louis S. Stubbs III, Brian Clites,  

Christopher D. Long, James B. Cutchall, Richard L. Conklin

2017 Class of Retirees 
Back row, left to right: Pastor Donald W. Littleton, Rev. Thomas C. Jones, Rev. Dr. Bradley A. Brown, Rev. Samuel Velez-Irizarry,  

Rev. John L. Shellenberger Jr., Rev. Chris E. Renner, Rev. Joseph N. Yorks, Rev. Richard A. Noll, and Rev. Dr. Robert S. Ludrowsky
Middle row, left to right: Rev. Wayne F. Heberlig, Rev. James E. Weibley, Rev. Robert O. Rice Jr., Pastor Carol E. Coleman, Rev. Deborah R. Rose,  

Pastor Gay R. Irwin, Rev. Dr. R. Kenneth Gunter, Rev. Eugene A. Liddick, Rev. D. Wayne Bender, and Rev. Leanne H. Campbell
Front row, left to right: Pastor Joan Gordon, Rev. Reda E. Willis, Pastor Debra A. Koretzky, Rev. Gail P. Boyer,  

Pastor Emilia R. Burdick, and Pastor Jean R. Montgomery
Not Pictured: Rev. Judith M. Adams, Rev. Gregory S. Johnson, Rev. Leon C. Kircher, Pastor Kathy A. Leigey, Rev. Virginia E. O’Malley,  

Rev. Bonnie L. Ort, Rev. Michael G. Trimmer, Pastor Michael C. Weigel, and Arthur R. Yetter

Advanced Course of Study 
Graduate

Jackie L. Condon 

Course of Study Graduates
(Left to right) Duane J. Coy, William L. 
Westbrook Sr., Scott A. Ryan, Kurt V. 

Herzburg, Susan K. Knorr
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   Thank You,
Jerry Wolgemuth,

“The word that comes to mind when I think of Jerry is mentor. I 
learned so much from Jerry during my time at the conference! His 
knowledge about communication is vast. He taught me about telling stories 
effectively, how to help people feel comfortable in front of the camera, what to do during a 
media frenzy and to always try out new technology. He took the time to explain how communication tools 
worked and then gave me the freedom to add my own creative expression to it. He not only encouraged 
and affirmed my gifts but also those of other staff members and their children. He had the flexibility for God 
to use him to help others develop their talents and for that I am so grateful!” — Brittany Spriggle-Howell

“I met Jerry nearly 18 years ago in a very informal interview to fill a position in the communications 
staff. Jerry took far more interest in my spiritual journey than in my resume — which was a good 
thing, as I was not qualified or trained in any way to fulfill the position! But he saw that I was teachable. 
For the better part of 18 years Jerry has mentored, encouraged, and challenged me professionally, 
personally, and spiritually. We have spent countless hours in dialogue, in which he listened intently, 
spoke earnestly and honestly, and always challenged me to be open to, and explore, other points of view. 
Jerry’s love for his wife, Ruth, and family is deep and nothing short of inspiring, as is his faith. My life is 
richer in every way for the investment he has made in me.” — Sandii Peiffer

“Having been in ministry with Jerry for a little over 16 
years I have stories to tell!!! But I won’t tell many of them 
because he has videos of me! What is so important to say 
about Jerry is that he has been and continues to be a 
partner in ministry in this Annual Conference. His call 
in the job is to be faithful in telling the story of what God 
is doing in and through the Annual Conference. Jerry 
has moved us from just print resources to excellent video 
production as well as giving us a beginning platform 
on social media. Jerry has not only passion, but a 
humble personality that allows Christ to shine through. 
Jerry – we are indebted to you for your faithfulness and 
your ministry! May you have many, many years of 
enjoyment in retirement.” — Tom Salsgiver

“Jerry served on the original Mission Central task force, and part of that 
planning included a new media studio located in MC. Jerry was often 

there at the close of our day (after his full day in the Conference Office), and 
there were many days I stayed at closing time to talk with him. I must share that 

those times were special - something that I most likely never shared in that way with Jerry. 
His openness, his sincere faith, and his willingness to explore new avenues for sharing that faith were 
inspirational and supportive to me. THANKS JERRY - YOU DONE GOOD!!!!” — Harry Overholtzer

“Jerry, I loved our early morning conversations 
over coffee. Your mentoring skills (I needed a lot!) 
are exceptional and your witness is powerful. 
Congratulations on the celebration of your ministry. 
Working with you remains one of my favorite memories 
of my time in Pennsylvania.” — Jim Daly

“Dad, as you draw close to 
retirement, we think of the 
values you instilled: love of 
God, importance of family, the 
value of relationships and the 
responsibility of service. All our 
lives we’ve heard “I’m proud of 
You.” The feeling is mutual: we 
are so proud, and grateful.” — 
Trina and Tammy

“I will miss the back-and-forth conversations 
that we had when Jerry would say a word or a 
phrase, and then I would repeat or sing an old 
TV commercial or remind him of some bygone 
comedian or entertainer.” 
— Sharon Keebaugh

“A few years ago on a Sunday evening while I was working in my church office the phone rang to tell me 
of a bombing which impacted the lives of our mission team. After my first call to my D.S., I called Jerry 
Wolgemuth because I was desperate for his help. That night Jerry talked me through a phone interview 
that I would be having with CNN. The next morning Jerry was at the church with me to help me speak to 
the media. Jerry managed media outlets that day that were on-site at the church, calling from the local 
area, and calling from around the world. Jerry juggled reporters and details so that in the midst of that 
crisis we might be able to offer a word of the hope that we know in Christ. Jerry stayed at the church with 
me until the last reporters left after the 11 p.m. news. Jerry continued to respond to reporters for the days 
and weeks that followed this event. I could not have handled that type of response to the reporters who 
were hungry for a story had Jerry not walked along side of me. I am so appreciative of Jerry and the 
ministry that he has had with our Annual Conference. And, I am forever grateful for the ministry that 
Jerry provided to me, our church, and our mission team..” — Rev. Dr. Kathleen E. Kind

“I remember a time when I was eating lunch with Jerry, and he had 
his infamous Cup Cheese and Bishop Middleton (our Bishop then) 

came into the kitchen. He offered for her to try the Cup Cheese, that it 
was similar to Brie. She tried it and quickly informed him that Cup 
Cheese was nothing like Brie. Needless to say, she didn’t like it, and 
thankfully was a good sport about it.” — Ashley Brooks

“Jerry, I had spent months searching for a job, but in September 2006 both you and Tom gave me 
a career. You did not judge me on what college degree or work experience I had, but on my skills 
and work ethic. You saw my artistic talent and found a way for me to use it to do God’s work for the 
conference. I will always be thankful for the opportunity that you gave me ... not my degree. Blessings 
to you in your retirement!” — Stacy Eckert

      for your  20  years of Ministry

“Dear Jerry: When you arrived in the Central Pennsylvania Conference, we were in great 
need of a Director of Communications who could move us into the late 20th and early 21st 
centuries. We had no electronic communication system in the annual conference--not even 
in the offices of the conference. In fact, about all we had was a paper. During my years of 
working with you, I was thrilled at the progress we made in day by day communications, as 
well as much better audio and visual Annual Conference Sessions. This was in no small part 
to your commitment to learning how to do this, and how to teach the rest of us to be a part 
of where we needed to grow and go. Your skills have only been a part of the story. What is 
front and center is your Christian faith and character that understand that 
community is what communications are all about. You were not 
only a valued member of our team, you were and still are a 
cherished friend in Christ.” — Bishop Neil Irons
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By Sandii Peiffer

The Sierra Leone Initiative was 
established in September of 
2006 as a covenant relationship 

between the Central Pennsylvania 
Conference and the Sierra Leone Annual 
Conference. The initiative was reaffirmed 
with the formation of the Susquehanna 
Conference in 2010, and celebrated its 
tenth anniversary in 2016. 

Currently, covenant churches commit 
to providing five or ten years of salary 
support for full-time pastors in the Sierra 
Leone Annual Conference at three levels: 
$1,200, $1,500, or $1,800 per year. 
$1,200 pays almost two of the lowest 
level pastor salaries, but $1,800 does not 
quite pay some of the highest salaries per 
year. 

Currently there are 69 full-time pastors 
in Sierra Leone receiving support (up 
from 48 in 2010) but our 64 covenant 
holders — 52 individual churches (one 

with three covenants, three with two 
covenants), three charges, two clusters, 
one Sunday school class, and one 
organization — can’t provide enough 
funds to meet a year’s salary for all 69 
pastors. The deficit is about $50,000 
over the last two years, and it’s $9,000 
already this year. “We need at least ten 
more partner churches, twenty would be 
awesome!” said Pam Perna, chair of the 
SLI team.

Churches who support the initiative 
can also elect to establish a relationship 
with a partner church in Sierra Leone, to 
give prayer support, identify and offer 
support for the needs of the congregation 
and community through regular 
correspondence, and send volunteers.

Volunteers in Mission offer guided 
tours to Sierra Leone one or more times 
a year and can help, location permitting, 
arrange visits with your partner church. 

Each year two individuals, clergy 
and lay, from Sierra Leone visit the 

Susquehanna Conference to share the 
blessings of the initiative and express 
visions and needs of their conference. 
This year our visitors were Rev. Edwin 
Momoh, pastor of Bell Memorial UMC 
in Mokondo, conference secretary, 
and Professor of Agriculture at Jala 
University; and Ms. Isatu Peacock, 
principal of Hartford School for Girls in 
Moyamba, a United Methodist school.

Peacock shared the blessings of the 
salary support. “It has brought a positive 
change in the lives of the pastors, in the 
church, as a conference, and in several 
areas: it has given the pastors confidence 
in [evangelizing] and bringing more 
people into the church; churches are 
being spread all over the country because 
of the initiative; and you see more young 
people coming on board to become 
pastors. Now we have 69 pastors.”

“Over the years, we have come to 
realize the words of Jesus ‘... that they 
may be one’ have played a vital role 
in our lives,” shared Rev. Momoh. 
“We could not have done it alone. 
Because of our partnerships we have 
been able to achieve quite a lot; not just 

spiritually, we also have learned how to 
do missions together, we’ve been able to 
plant churches in all 13 districts in the 
country, scholarships have been given 
to needy school children and university 
students. You might think that providing 
scholarships is a small thing, but had it 
not been for the scholarships that many 
of us received we would not be here, 
we would not have attained the level of 
education that we now have.”

As SLI team members look forward to 
the next decade. They are brainstorming 
new ideas for ministry beyond pastoral 
salary support, such as helping with 
sustainable development projects. 
Churches in Sierra Leone might be 
able to raise livestock such as pigs, 
goats, or poultry, grow crops, establish 
orchards, or grow plant stock. “We 
teach our pastors simple agricultural 
production activities. Our curriculum for 
pastors includes an agricultural business 
management class,” said Momoh. 
Partner churches might be able to help 
with providing tools, breeding pairs of 
animals, initial feed, or seeds.

760717

PEACE WITH 
JUSTICE SUNDAY

“This peace looks injustice in the face, cries about it for a while and 
then advocates – and choosing this peace is a happy business.”

sara altman, member, mississippi City united methOdist ChurCh, gulfpOrt, mississippi

Make check payable to your local church or give online at www.umcgiving.org/givePWJS

Your generous gift today encourages
living a gospel of peace.
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Become a DISCIPLE IN MISSION - www.missioncentral.org “How You Can Help”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Sierra Leone Initiative

Isatu Peacock, principal of Hartford School for Girls, a United Methodist school 
in Moyamba, Sierra Leone, shared about the joys and blessings of the Sierra Leone 
Initiative with the lay members of the Susquehanna Annual Conference.

Rev. Edwin Momoh, pastor of Bell Memorial UMC in Mokondo, Sierra Leone, is helping 
the Sierra Leone Initiative team to brainstorm ideas for sustainable development projects 
in the Sierra Leone Annual Conference so that churches there can become more self-
sustaining and less reliant on outside support.

PHOTO: SANDII PEIFFER

PHOTO: SANDII PEIFFER
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of Christ through visits and meals and 
baked goods and prayers. The church is 
at it’s best when it shows up for others 
who are hurting. 

I’m sure there were nudges before 
this, but my first big call to ministry 
occurred at church my senior year of 
high school through a very brief and 
informal conversation with Bishop Neil 
Irons. It left me confused and terrified. 
But the church continued to love me as 
I discerned a call to ministry. When my 
call to ministry first took me overseas 
and across the United States, the church 
was there to support me financially, 
remind me of their prayers, and send me 
cards and care packages. 

In those years of continued 
discernment, female pastors started 
appearing in my life at just the right 
times and places. They prayed for me, 
told me their story, and sat with me 
through my struggle and doubt. Many of 
these women opened up their own pulpits 
and in doing so, enabled me to see the 
gifts inside of me that God was longing 
to use as a leader in the church.

Through it all, I’ve seen the church 
shine when it loves Jesus by loving 
others. The love poured into me and the 
love I have seen poured into so many 
others, has made all the difference.

Conference generosity to YSF is humbling
By Audrey Wilder,

Director of Young People’s Ministry

The generosity of the Susquehanna 
Annual Conference is not surprising, but 
it is quite humbling. The Young People’s 
Ministry Council was approaching the 
transition to the Hershey Lodge with 
much trepidation about what the change 
would mean for fundraising for the 
Youth Service Fund. We didn’t want 
to see our financial support of youth 
ministries in our conference and across 
our denomination wane in a time where 
it was keenly needed. The grants that 
we have been giving out were and are 
making tangible differences in sharing 
the gospel. 

In 2015 we began preparing for the 
potential of a shortfall in funding. We 
also began some creative brainstorming, 
considering different ways in which we 
could, at the bare minimum, maintain 
our fundraising efforts. We set our goal 
at just $150 more than what we raised 
at Annual Conference in 2016; $7,500. 
Again, just hoping to maintain. Never 
in our wildest hopes did we expect to 
surpass such a significant sum of money. 

Through the generosity of those who 
attended Annual Conference, the Young 
People’s Ministry raised $9,443.06 for 
Youth Service Fund. As totals were 

slowly piling up throughout the course 
of the three days, many of us were 
brought to tears of gratitude, humility, 
and disbelief. Never, in recent years, 
had we raised such funds. In fact, since 
2012, $9,443.06 surpasses our highest 
fundraising totals by more than $2,000! 

Our team has witnessed, lived out 
through the people of the Susquehanna 
Annual Conference, God’s promise of 
provision in the midst of anxiety and the 
blessing of a ministry which is Spirit 
led. This has been demonstrated to us, 
not in digits after a dollar sign (though 

those are nice), but in the high fives and 
pats on the back, prayers offered in the 
aisles and hallways, a heart-felt “God 
Bless You” at the end of a long day, 
and a passion to help our young people 
succeed. We are truly grateful for your 
continued support of the young people in 
our conference.

For more information about 
Youth Service Fund or to apply for 
a Youth Service Fund Grant, visit 
igniteyoungpeople.org. The Young 
People’s Ministry will be accepting YSF 
Applications through July 31, 2017. 

Sierra Leone 
Initiative

“We affirm our commitment to the 
partnership and express our joy at having 
the SUSUMC journey with us, especially 
in the moments in our country’s history 
and trying moments in the UMC. We 
enjoy being a global church, and we’re 
all encouraged to continue praying God 
will give us a spirit of discerning who He 
is, and how He wants us to live for Him. 
And of course it’s a joy to work with 
Bishop Park. Together with our Bishop 
John Yambasu, they make a great team. 
We express thanks to all of those who 
are on the board of the partnership for 
the good work that they are doing,” said 
Momoh.

You are invited to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary episcopacy with Bishop John 
Yambasu in the Sierra Leone. A VIM trip 
will be planned around the Sierra Leone 
Annual Conference in early February, 
2018. Details to be announced later.

Please consider contributing to the SLI 
through Advance #8030.

Same gender conversations change hearts,  
create understanding

By Deb Steransky 

How do we United Methodist 
Christians find a way forward 
with the shadow of the human 

sexuality issue hanging over us like a 
chisel ready to split us? According to 
the Committee on Same Gender, we 
participate in active listening at a table 
over a meal. Leonard Sweet says that 
when we talk as we share a meal, we 
learn who each other truly are. We learn 
each other’s identity and what each 
person’s personal journey is all about.

Following that model, a committee 
of fourteen people from diverse 
backgrounds around the conference has 
been meeting throughout the past year. 
Each has a story and an opinion. They 
were invited by committee chairs Rev. 
Beth Jones and Rev. Larry Leland Jr. to 
join in this conversation to ask questions 
of each other and to ask God for 
direction. And they were asked to share 
their life’s journey.

Four members of the committee 
courageously expressed their feelings 
and experiences while serving on this 
committee. Kim Bedford, of Camp Hill 
UMC, said she was hesitant to serve on 
the committee because she was afraid 
she couldn’t defend who she was. Instead 
of feeling put on the spot, she found 
the group to be honest, loving, and 
God-centered, who listened intently to 
her story. Ms. Bedford is in a 30-year 
committed same-sex relationship. She 
said she learned that there are always two 
sides to every issue, and the committee 
came to understand each other so that we 
can be better together.

Rev. Arun Andrews, of New 
Cumberland Trinity UMC, felt 
overwhelmed at first when he was invited 
to join the committee because he felt 
the burden of the enormity of the task 
he was being asked to do. While he was 
unable to move away from his strict idea 
of what Christian marriage should look 

like, he said that during the discussions 
no one was reloading to prepare to 
further their own opinion as they listened 
to another person. Instead, they really 
listened. During his prayer as he closed 
his remarks, he asked God to help us find 
our way forward not by the power of 
argument, but through the power of love.

Marianne Meyers, Scranton Wilkes-
Barre District, also expressed her 
reluctance but followed God’s call to 
serve on this committee. Her condition 
for accepting her place at the table was 
that she was not going to try to change 
anyone’s mind. She just wanted to listen 
as people shared their deep beliefs. 
Meyers recognized that they were all 
children of God. She said not once did 
she encounter any hostility. She only 
found people who were respectfully 
listening and truly wanted to find an 
answer. She reminded us that we all 
serve the same Lord even if we don’t 
agree all the time.

Rev. Greg Milinovich, pastor of St. 
Paul’s Church in State College, had a 
different response when he was invited to 

join the group. He readily agreed, feeling 
that it was time to have the discussion 
about human sexuality. He wanted to be 
part of the conversation. Eventually he 
realized that this was more than having 
an arena to voice his opinion. It was a 
valuable chance to hear and understand, 
a chance to see his companions’ 
humanity. He discovered they all had a 
deep desire to share their unity in Jesus. 
Milinovich found it was a microcosm of 
the family of Christ. The action that is 
needed is to actively listen to each other. 
The issue is bigger than arguing about 
it. He still believes that it’s time, but it’s 
time to be in conversation with others in 
unity of our love for Jesus in hopes of 
not changing minds but hearts instead.

The committee came up with no plan 
or agreement, but saw the community of 
spirit. There are no easy answers to the 
issue, but we must look for ways to love 
[one] another and show the world how 
much we love each other through Christ. 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer, hand-
in-hand as we need to be as we pray our 
way forward.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hearts Strangely Warmed
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Rachel Keller Wong was ordained an 
elder at the 2017 Susquehanna Annual 
Conference. Here she receives her stole 
from her father, Rev. Dr. Dennis Keller.

Kim Bedford shares her experience as one of sixteen people who gathered for a series of 
conversations about human sexuality.

Young people told of the work and fruit of the Young People’s Ministry at the 2017 
Susquehanna Annual Conference.
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Why do you give? Right 
now, there’s an emphasis on 
“legacy gifts.” That is, giving 
something that will leave behind 
a witness of your generosity. 
It is a compelling reason to 
give. It creates a memorial, 
a remembrance. Our names 
become linked with something 
greater than our own work; we 
can even support this mission 
beyond our mortal life. 

We want to know that what 
we leave behind has an ongoing 
impact. We want tangible 
assurance that what we offer does 
live on as we enter the intangible 
ahead of us. Somehow that idea 
of our legacy is a comfort. It’s a 
sense of control when we cannot 
control death, a promise of peace 
when we cannot yet feel it. 

Yet I’d like to ask why you 
need a legacy. Do you want to 
be remembered? You are always 
on the mind of our Eternal 
Father. Do you worry you will 
be forgotten? He’s numbered 
the very hairs on your head and 
walked beside you when you 
thought you were alone. 

Legacy gifts can make us 
look longingly behind us at 
the world we are leaving when 
we could be looking eagerly 
forward to something infinitely 
more miraculous. Our legacy 
gift should be given to let go of 
anything we have left that holds 
us back from running forward 
into the arms of our Loving God. 

Give a legacy gift to your 
church or ministry, but not for 
yourself. God will ensure you 
are not forgotten. God will 
provide you comfort and peace 
and a reason to give. God has 
something greater to offer than 
a monument or footnote in our 
recordings of history. 

The legacy we leave is not 
our own, it is God’s. We’ve no 
need to fret about our place in 
history, because we rest assured 
of a place in His story. The 
legacy gift we offer is not for us, 
it never was. Let that go to find 
something incredibly better. You 
cannot, will not be forgotten. 
Through God’s grace, you are 
going to live on forever.

REV. PHYLLIS
M. BOWERS

Executive Director
United Methodist 

Stewardship  
Foundation

Do not store up 
for yourselves 

treasure on 
earth, where 

moth and rust 
consume and 
where thieves 
break in and 

steal; but  
store up for 
yourselves 
treasure in 

heaven...for 
where your 
treasure is, 
there your 
heart will  

be also.
Matthew 6:19-21

WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS

DR. MILTON 
LOYER

Conference Archivist 

OUR HERITAGE
May – 100 years ago

On May 20, 1917, Brandon 
Church on the Jamison City 
Charge reopened after extensive 
improvements consisting of a 
new belfry and bell, new pews, a 
new piano, paper and paint, and 
a horse and auto shed. Now a 
ghost town, Jamison City in 1917 
included a Methodist Episcopal 
church and parsonage, and 
was home to a six-point charge 
that included church buildings 
in the five rural communities 
of Brandon, Central, Divide, 
Richart’s Grove, and Talmar 
– only one congregation of 
which remains today. The 
Central congregation purchased 
and relocated to the Central 
Methodist Protestant building in 
1923, and is now Christ United 
Methodist Church.

Methodist services at Sylvan 
Chapel (Divide) stopped in the 
1920s, and the building was sold 
to the Divide Union Church in 
1936. Jamison City ceased being 
an appointment about 1927, and 
the building is now a hunting 
cabin. Richart’s Grove ceased 
being an appointment in 1970, 
and the building now houses 
an independent congregation. 
Brandon merged into Central 
in 1995 to form Christ UMC. 

Wesley Chapel (Talmar) merged 
into Pine Summit in 2014 to form 
Pine Wesley UMC.

June – 50 years ago
The annual sessions of the 

Central Pennsylvania Conference 
of the Methodist Church were 
held in Williamsport Wednesday, 
June 14, through Sunday, June 
18, 1967, at Lycoming College 
and Pine Street Church. The 
presiding bishop was Newell S. 
Booth, and the Conference hosts 
were president D. Frederick 
Wertz of Lycoming College and 
pastor Thomas J. Hopkins of 
Pine Street. Bishop Lloyd Wicke 
of New York preached at the 
closing ordination service on 
Sunday.

Saturday afternoon was 
devoted to the youth, and 
each charge sent its junior 
lay member of conference to 
Williamsport for the day. The 
business of the Methodist Youth 
Fellowship was conducted, 
and the featured speaker 
representing the denomination’s 
Methodist Youth Fund was 
college student Thomas Camp 
of Georgia. Organizer of the 
Saturday afternoon programs was 
Conference Director of Youth 
Work Rev. Bruce D. Fisher.

Free resources for your local church can be found at www.discovery-place.org

The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation
3901 Hartzdale Dr. Suite 110

Camp Hill, PA 17011
Phone 717-766-7343   Toll Free 800-272-0113

sfcpa@umstewardship.org

The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation
SERVING THE SUSQUEHANNA CONFERENCE

SERVICE FEES
Effective January 1, 2017, the United 
Methodist Stewardship Foundation’s 
total investment management 
service fees are as follows:

values up to $1,000,000

1.10% on account market values 
between $1,000,000 to $3,000,000

0.90% of the market value of the 
account balance for accounts between 
$3,000,000 to $5,000,000

0.65% of the market value of the 
account balance for accounts 
with $5,000,000 or more 

We are on the move . . .  
Our funds under management have no front, backend, or load 
fees. All funds are invested in adherence to the socially responsible 
principles of the United Methodist Church.

BENEFITS:
(fees may vary slightly due to 

market fluctuations)

• Variety of Stewardship Educational 
Services by experienced staff

• Access to high-level managers

• Socially responsible investing

• Multiple options 

• Broad diversification

• Investor-established asset allocations

• On-line access to account information

• Only $1,000 to get started

Please call 
for your free consultation.

Rev. Phyllis M. Bowers 
Executive Director

Toll Free at the office – 1.877.619.5974

Fax Office – 717.766.1673

Home – 717.428.2689

Fax Home – 717.428.1082

Cell phone – 717.968.0251

Email pbowers@susumc.org

Business web page – 
http://www.umstewardship.org

See us on Facebook at 
The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation

Our MISSION is to serve God and the Church by promoting  
Christian Stewardship in the effective management of  

all gifts to the glory of Jesus Christ.

We have moved and have a new address:
3901 Hartzdale Drive, Suite 110 

Camp Hill, PA 17011
1.25% on account market 



14 Susquehanna LINK - June 2017

Visit the Susquehanna Conference Web site at www.susumc.org

then we had better come clean. 
The prayer of confession represents an 

acknowledgment that before God, all our 
pain and brokenness are exposed. It is 
not a time for self-loathing but for God’s 
glory for our good. Through confession 
we humble ourselves before God, asking 
for forgiveness, asking God to heal us 
and raise us up, being restored to a right 
relationship before the God who fully 
knows us. 

Our confession in unity as we 
commune with God, we pray as the 
church teaches us to: “Merciful God, we 
confess that we have not loved you with 
our whole heart. We have failed to be an 
obedient church. We have not done your 
will, we have broken your law, we have 
rebelled against your love, we have not 
loved our neighbors, and we have not 
heard the cry of the needy.”

To illustrate the importance of 
confession prayer, Loyer shared a story 
about a friend who had the courage 
and faith to pray this prayer: “God, if 
there are parts of my life that do not 
honor you, chip away at them until they 
crumble and disintegrate.”

She discovered that in praying that 
way to Jesus, that Jesus began chipping 
away at those parts of her life that were 
not pleasing to him. Jesus began to refine 
her by the refiner’s fire. Loyer mentioned 
that his friend confessed that the purging 
was sometimes uncomfortable, but she 
had prayed that God would do this, 
asking at times, “Why did I pray that 
prayer?” She almost wished she had 
played it safe and not prayed that way. 
But she came to see that through that 
prayer, God was molding and shaping 
her character. God’s response to her 
prayer revealed to her some additional 
confession that was necessary in her life. 

We, too, stand in constant need of 
refinement and renewal, personally and 

as the church. Now is the time to humble 
ourselves. Now is the time to seek the 
Lord’s healing mercy and steadfast 
truth if we wish to remain united in any 
meaningful sense.

The Holy Communion liturgy leads us 
next to appealing for God’s mercy and 
deliverance, and so we pray: “Forgive 
us, we pray.” We pray to receive Christ’s 
mercy, forgiveness, and restoration. We 
pray that Christ, out of the abundance 
of his mercy, would forgive and restore 
us. This is the transformative power of 
God’s grace through Jesus. The word of 
the gospel, the good news we receive, 
renews and restores us as with joy we 
proclaim: “Christ died for us while we 
were yet sinners; that proves God’s love 
toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven!” 

Good news is meant to be shared. 
The gospel is good news, as the very 
meaning of the word denotes. Certainly, 
the message of God’s forgiveness for us 
in Christ warrants a joyful response from 
thankful hearts, overflowing in gratitude 
and praise to God. 

After hearing the good news of 
forgiveness in Jesus Christ, the unity 
voices of the people declare together, 
“Glory to God. Amen.” Then, as forgiven 
and reconciled people, we exchange 
signs and words of God’s peace, and 
offer ourselves and our gifts to God. 

Up to this point, we have confessed 
our sins, received God’s word of pardon, 
shared in the peace, and offered ourselves 
and our gifts anew to God in preparation 
to move forward into the movement that 
draws in to the presence of God through 
uniting in Holy Communion. 

Just like Jesus did, the bread and 
cup are prepared, blessed, broken, and 
shared.

The power of the Holy Spirit’s 
blessing to make real all that God has 
promised is shared with these words: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered 

Rev. Robert A. Brown Sr., Retired, 
of Doral Drive, Harrisburg, Pa., died 
Wednesday, April 19, 2017, at home. 
Among his survivors is his wife, 
Romaine E. “Beth” Brown. Memorial 
services were held Tuesday, April 25, 
2017, in CrossPoint United Methodist 
Church, Harrisburg, Pa. Interment was 
at Fort Indiantown Gap, Annville, Pa. 

Mrs. Lois Louise (Rouse) Carlson, of 
Forest Circle, Palmyra, Pa., died Sunday, 
June 4, 2017, in Hershey Medical 
Center. Among her survivors is her 
husband, Rev. E. Luke Carlson, Retired. 
Memorial services were held Saturday, 
July 1, 2017, in First United Methodist 
Church, Hershey, Pa. Interment was at 
the convenience of the family.

Mrs. E. Gladys Cowher, formerly of 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., widow of Rev. 
Merle S. Cowher, died Sunday, May 28, 
2017, at Thornwald Home, Carlisle, Pa. 
Memorial services were held Thursday, 
June 1, 2017, in Neill Funeral Home, 
Camp Hill, Pa. Interment was in Shoop’s 
Cemetery, Harrisburg, Pa.

Mrs. Mary Louise (Clayton) Davis, of 
Girard Street North East, Washington, 
D.C., died Sunday, May 28, 2017, in 
Capital Caring Hospice, Arlington, Va. 
She was the widow of Rev. Joseph A. 
Davis, Retired. Memorial services were 
held Tuesday, June 13, 2017, in Galbraith 
A.M.E. Zion Church, Washington, D.C. 
Interment was in Arlington National 
Cemetery, Arlington, Va.

Pastor Lysa R. Gibbs, of Lanse, Pa., local 
pastor on medical leave, died Tuesday, 
April 11, 2017, at home. Among her 
survivors is her husband, Wayne Gibbs. 
Memorial services were held Saturday, 
April 15, 2017, in Gethsemane United 
Methodist Church, Allport, Pa. Interment 
was at the convenience of the family.

Rev. Sharonn D. Halderman, of Deer 
Road, Boiling Springs, Pa., retired pastor 
and former New Cumberland District 
Superintendent, died Wednesday, 
May 24, 2017, in Penn State Hershey 
Medical Center. Among her survivors is 
her husband, Rev. John E. Halderman. 
Memorial services were held 
Wednesday, May 31, 2017, in Middlesex 
United Methodist Church, Carlisle, Pa. 
Interment was at the convenience of the 
family.

Rev. Bruce F. Knisley, Retired, of 
Normandie Drive, York, Pa., died 
Monday, March 20, 2017, at Normandie 
Ridge. Memorial services were held 
Monday, March 27, 2017, at Normandie 
Ridge, York, Pa. Interment was in Red 
Lion Cemetery, York, Pa.

here, and on these gifts of bread and 
wine. Make them be for us the body and 
blood of Christ that we may be for the 
world the body of Christ, redeemed by 
his blood. By your Spirit make us one 
with Christ, one with each other, and 
one in ministry to all the world, until 
Christ comes in final victory and we 
feast at his heavenly banquet. Through 
your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit in your holy church, all honor and 
glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever.

Loyer shared that this story becomes 
our story, and we can identify with both 
the triumphs and the struggles of God’s 
people across the ages. We can see from 
our own lives as well the significance of 
remembering in this way. Loyer shared 
the story of the life and legacy of Rosa 
Parks. She worked prophetically to 
right a wrong — the societal injustice 
of racial discrimination — and she was 
motivated in large part by her Christian 
faith. Parks remained committed to 
the church unto death. The church’s 
story of God’s deliverance had guided 
and inspired the life of this woman, a 
life that had, in turn, inspired others. 
At Parks’ viewing in Montgomery, 
Alabama, in 2005, Condoleezza Rice 
… affirmed that “without Mrs. Parks, 
I probably would not be standing 
here today as Secretary of State.” In 
Communion we claim the history of 
God’s salvation as our own, or perhaps 
more aptly, we are claimed by that 
defining story, and we are called by God 
to live it in our own day and age. God’s 
saving work in Christ is a mystery that 
our faith allows us to discern, embrace, 
and grow to understand more fully even 
if we can never completely comprehend 
its inexhaustible splendor. 

Loyer shared the final movement 
of the Communion liturgy, the giving 
of the bread and cup. In these sacred 
moments, the bread and cup are given 
to the people, accompanied by two 
simple phrases that speak of a mystery 
truly divine: “The body of Christ, given 
for you. The blood of Christ, given for 
you.” This is a high point in the life of 
the church, and in our lives as believers. 
Here our search for God finds its 
earthly fulfillment. Here, by tasting and 
drinking of God’s abundant goodness, 
we experience the presence of God 
with us. The church needs to reclaim its 
commitment to faithful, active, joyful 
participation in the sacrament of Holy 
Communion, understood for what it 
truly is — neither a dull and basically 
meaningless ritual nor an optional extra 
for those so inclined, but in fact a fresh 
and formative encounter for one and all 
with the risen Christ himself. 

In closing, we received a bookmarker 
with the words, “By your Spirit make 
us one with Christ, one with each other, 
and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory and 
we feast at his heavenly banquet.” 
Loyer reminded us what we are asking: 
we are praying that the Holy Spirit God 
will make us one with Christ, with each 
other, and in ministry to all the world. 

With God’s help, we can go forward 
together as the Holy Spirit leads us in 
faithful covenantal relationships with 
God and with one another. We can 
go forward as we fix our eyes not on 
ourselves, and not primarily on the 
challenges before us (though we should 
certainly be aware of them). But we can 
and must go forward as we fix our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith.

By Your Spirit: Jesus, Unity, and Holy Communion
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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Altoona District 100% 
12th Street Huntingdon 
15th Street Huntingdon
Allemansville
Amberson 
Asbury, Altoona 
Atkinson Mills 
Bald Eagle 
Bedford Forge 
Bethel Bedford Valley 
Bowman’s Chapel 
Breezewood 
Broad Avenue Altoona 
Broad Top 
Calvary Bellwood
Calvin 
Canoe Creek Union 
Carrick 
Cassville 
Center 
Centerville Bedford Valley
Centre Grove Clearfield
Christ Clearfield
Christ Tyrone
Claysburg 
Clear Ridge 
Clearville 
Coalmont 
Concord 
Congress Hill 
Cooks 
Cove Forge 
Crever Memorial Petersburg
Curwensville 
Dale 
Donation 
Doylesburg 
Dudley 
East End Altoona
Ebenezer Harrisonville
Emmanuel Clearfield
Ennisville 
Everett 
Fairview Altoona
Fairview McConnellsburg
Faith 
Faith Woodbury
First Hollidaysburg
First Houtzville
First Mt Union
First Three Springs
Good Shepherd Tyrone
Goshen 
Grace Three Springs
Grazierville 
Greenwood Altoona
Hicks Memorial Duncansville
Hope Alexandria
Jaggard First 
Janesville 
Juniata Altoona
Kerr Addition 
Knobsville 
Lake Street 
Lakemont 
Laurel Grove 
Little Cove 
Llyswen Altoona
Loysburg 
Madera 
Mapleton Grace 
McKee 
Mill Creek 
Mines
Mount Carmel Three Springs
Mount Joy Clearfield
Mount Zion Olanta
Newton Hamilton 
Nossville 
Orbisonia 
O’Shanter 
Pinecroft 
Pleasant Hill Shade Gap
Pleasant Valley Woodland
Ramey 
Rehobeth 
Richvale 
Royer
Ryde 
Salem Hillcrest
Saxton 
Second Avenue Altoona
Shawville 
Shiloh 
Shirleysburg 
Siloam Harrisonville
Singer’s Gap 
Six Mile Run 

Spring Run 
Spruce Creek 
St. Luke’s Shade Gap
Stevens Chapel 
Tatesville 
Tipton 
Trans Run 
Trinity Clearfield
Trinity Roaring Spring
Trough Creek 
Warfordsburg 
Warriors Mark 
Wehnwood 
Wells Valley 
Wesley Chapel Breezewood
Wesley Chapel Huntingdon
West Side Clearfield
Weyant 
Wolfsburg 
Woodvale 
 
Altoona District 90% 
First Huntingdon  
 
Harrisburg District 100% 
Aldersgate Mechanicsburg
Baughman Memorial 
Bethany Marysville
Bethel Marysville
Big Spring 
Bucks 
Calvary Harrisburg
Calvary Lemoyne
Camp Hill 
Centenary Steelton
Chambers Hill 
Charlton 
Christ Shippensburg
Christ Tower City
Cleversburg 
Community New Cumberland
Dellville 
Derry Street 
Donnally Mills 
Ebenezer Middletown
Emmanuel Enola
Faith Halifax
First Hershey
First Mechanicsburg
First Millersburg
Geyers 
Good Shepherd Community 
Church
Grace Hummelstown
Grace Lemoyne
Grace Mechanicsburg
Grace Millersburg
Grace Muir
Halifax 
Hays Grove 
Hebron Millersburg
Hickorytown 
Hill 
Hope Eternal 
Hope Mechanicsburg
Hopewell Cumberland
Immanuel Loyalton
Leesburg 
Letort 
Linglestown Life 
Liverpool 
Lykens 
Messiah Shippensburg
Middlesex 
Millerstown 
Mount Calvary Harrisburg
Mount Gilead 
Mount Hope Newville
Mount Olivet Mechanicsburg
Mount Rock Newville
Mount Zion Carlisle
Mount Zion Enola
Mount Zion Steelton
New Bloomfield 
New Buffalo 
New Germantown 
Newburg 
Oakville 
Otterbein Boiling Springs
Pfoutz Valley 
Pine Creek Spring Glen 
Rockville 
Roseglen 
Salem Liverpool
Salem Marysville
Shepherdstown 
Shermans Dale 
Shiremanstown 

Shopes 
Snyder’s 
St. Andrew’s Valley View
St. John’s Grantville
St. John’s Hegins
St. Mary’s Bloserville
Summerdale 
Trinity County Line
Trinity Elizabethville
Trinity Hummelstown
Trinity New Cumberland
Trinity New Kingstown
Waggoners 
Walnut Grove 
Wesley Marysville
Wesley Mechanicsburg
West Fairview 
West Hill 
Young’s 
Youngs Shermans Dale
Zion Stone 
 
Harrisburg District - 90% 
Carlisle  
CrossPoint  
Evangelical Middletown  
Grace Penbrook  
Stoverdale  
Trinity Walnut Bottom  
 
Lewisburg District 100% 
Aline 
Askam 
Bakers 
Beavertown 
Benton 
Bethany Berwick
Bethany Milton
Bethel Catawissa
Bethel Hill 
Bloomingdale 
Bower Memorial Berwick
Browns Cocolamus
Buckhorn 
Buffalo Valley 
Calvary Berwick
Calvary West Naticoke
Catawissa Avenue Sunbury
Christ Benton
Christ Community 
Christ Mountaintop
Christ Northumberland
Christ Selinsgrove
Dressler’s Ridge 
Ebenezer Berwick
Elimsport 
Evansville 
Eyers Grove 
Fairmount Springs 
Faith Chapel White Deer
Faith Hoovers
Faith Sunbury
Faith Wapwallopen
First Berwick
First Catawissa
First McClure
First Nanticoke
First Shickshinny
Fowlersville 
Freeburg 
Fremont Emmanuel 
Good Shepherd Bloomsburg
Hendrickson 
Hetlerville 
Hope 
Hummel’s 
Hunlock Creek 
Jerseytown 
Jonestown 
Kitchens 
Klinesgrove 
Kulp 
Lawver’s 
Lightstreet 
Lime Ridge 
Lincoln Chapel 
McAlisterville 
McKendree Shickshinny
Mifflinville 
Mill-Green 
Montandon 
Mooresburg 
Mount Pleasant Sunbury
Mount Zion Richfield
Muhlenburg 
Newport 
New Berlin Emmanuel 
Oakdale 

Orangeville 
Paxtonville 
Pine Grove Mifflintown
Pine Summit 
Richfield 
Ridge Street 
Roaring Creek Valley 
Rohrsburg 
Shamokin Dam 
Slocum 
St. Andrew’s Milton
St. John’s Dewart
St. John’s Elimsport
St. Paul’s Penns Creek
St. Paul’s Emmanuel Danville
St. Peter’s Beavertown
St. Peter’s Riverside
Stone 
Summer Hill 
Town Hill 
Trinity Espy
Trinity Middleburg
Trinity Northumberland
Trinity White Deer 
Trinity Winfield
Turkey Valley 
Waller 
Wesley Bloomsburg
Wesley Nescopeck
Wesley Selinsgrove
West Milton 
Witmers 
Zion Penns Creek
 
Lewisburg District - 90% 
Daniels-St Thomas  
Stairville  
Summerhill Berwick  
Trinity Danville  
 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre  
District 100% 
Abrahamsville 
Albright Wilkes-Barre
Alderson 
Asbury Scranton
Beach Lake 
Bennett-Derr 
Bethany 
Bethel 
Bethel Avoca
Bradley Memorial 
Brick 
Calvary Waymart
Center Moreland 
Central Honesdale
Central Wilkes-Barre
Chinchilla 
Church of Christ Uniting
Clarks Green 
Clarks Summit 
Clifford 
Community Church of Great 
Bend
Countryside Community
Court Street 
Courtdale 
Daleville 
Damascus Manor 
Dimock Community 
Dunmore 
East Benton 
East Lemon 
Eatonville 
Elm Park 
Embury Scranton
Emory 
Equinunk 
Evan Falls 
Fairdale Community 
Falls 
First New Milford
First Old Forge
First Taylor
Forkston 
Forty Fort 
Franklin Forks 
Gibson 
Gouldsboro 
Hawley 
Hemlock Grove Greentown
Hollisterville 
Jenningsville 
Kingsley 
Kunkle 
LaAnna 
Lake Ariel 
Lake Como 

Lake Winola 
Lakeville 
Larksville 
Lehman-Idetown 
Lemon 
Lenoxville 
Maple Grove 
Maplewood Grace 
Maple Lake 
Meshoppen 
Montdale 
Montrose 
Moosic 
Moscow 
Mount Zion Wyoming
Nicholson 
North Jackson 
Noxen 
Orange 
Paupack 
Peckville 
Pleasant Mount 
Prompton Community 
Retta 
Salem Community Church
Shavertown 
Shehawken 
Skinners Eddy 
Smith Hill 
South Gibson 
South Montrose Community
Springville 
St. Paul’s Scranton
Stewart Memorial 
Susquehanna 
Thornhurst 
Throop 
Tompkinsville 
Trucksville 
Tunkhannock 
Union Wayne County
Waverly 
West Nicholson 
White Mills 
Wyoming  
 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre  
District 90% 
Loyalville  
 
State College District 100% 
Albright Bethune 
Albright Loganton
Aldersgate Mifflintown
Arch Rock 
Bald Eagle Valley Community
Black Oak 
Caldwell 
Centre 
Christ’s Julian
Church Hill 
Clarence 
Clintondale 
Covenant 
Curtin 
Dunnstown 
East Salem 
Emmanuel Rebersburg
Fairbrook 
Fairview Morrisdale
Faith Bellefonte
Faith Chapel 
Faith East Waterford
Faith Sandy Ridge
First Lewistown
First Renovo
Flemington 
Freedom Avenue 
Gethsemane Allport 
Grace Centre Hall
Grace Lewistown
Grace Mexico
Grace Philipsburg
Granville 
Grays 
Greenburr Trinity 
Grove Memorial 
Hannah 
Howard 
Hyner 
Lake Park 
Lamar 
Laurel Run 
Liberty 
Locust Run 
Mackeyville 
Madisonburg 
Martha 

Matamoras 
McVeytown 
Milesburg 
Mill Hall 
Milroy 
Morrisdale 
Moshannon 
Mount Nittany 
Mount Pleasant Port Matilda 
New Hope 
North Bend 
Ohio 
Otterbein East Salem
Palestine 
Park Forest Village 
Pleasant Valley Bellefonte
Port Royal 
Reedsville 
Rhodes Memorial 
Ross 
Rote 
Runville 
Salem 
Salona 
Sanborn 
Shrader 
Snow Shoe 
Spring Mills Faith 
Spring Valley 
Sprucetown 
St. James Coburn
St. Paul’s Sandy Ridge
St. Paul’s State College
Swissdale 
The Greater Buffalo Run Valley 
Thompsontown 
Trinity Bellefonte
Trinity Lewistown
Trinity Mifflin
Trinity Philipsburg
Trinity Woodward
Tusseyville Bethany 
Valley Salem 
Valley St. Mark’s 
Vira 
Wagner 
Walnut Street 
Watts Memorial Belleville
Wayne 
Wesley Chapel Lewistown
Woodycrest 
Woolrich Community 
Yarnell 
Yeagertown 
 
Williamsport District 100% 
Antes Fort 
Athens 
Austin 
Austinburg 
Balls Mills 
Beaver Meadows 
Beech Valley 
Bethany Hughesville
Bethel Loyalstock
Bethel Montoursville
Brookfield 
Burlington 
Calvary Lawrenceville
Camptown 
Canton Ecumenical
Centennial 
Christ Hughesville
Clarkstown 
Columbia Crossroads 
Coolidge Hollow 
Covington 
Cowanesque 
Daggett 
Duboistown 
Eagles Mere Community 
East Smithfield 
East Troy 
Ebenezer East Point
Elkland 
Fairfield 
Faith Community 
Faith Montoursville
Farragut Mount Zion
First Blossburg
First Jersey Shore
First Mansfield
First Muncy
First Towanda
First Troy
First Williamsport
Forksville 
Franklin Fairview 

French Asylum 
Hemlock 
Herrickville 
Heshbon Park 
Hillsgrove 
Hoffman 
Hollenback 
Huntersville 
Jackson Center 
Keating Summit 
Keeneyville 
Knoxville Yoked
Laporte 
Larryville 
Leona 
Liberty Corners 
Little Marsh 
Luther’s Mills 
Mainesburg 
Maple Springs 
Middle Ridge 
Mill Creek Loyalstock
Millerton 
Monroeton 
Morris-Blackwell 
Mount Pleasant Morris
Mount Zion Salladsburg
New Albany 
Newelltown 
Nisbet 
North Orwell 
North Towanda 
Oriole 
Osceola 
Oval 
Park Coudersport
Phelps Chapel 
Picture Rocks 
Pine Creek Valley 
Pine Run 
Pine Street Williamsport
Pine Wesley 
Point Bethel 
Powell 
Quiggleville 
Rome 
Rose Valley 
Roseville 
Salladasburg 
Shunk 
Silvara 
South Auburn 
Spring Hill 
St. John’s Grover
Saint John’s-Newberry 
St. Paul-Calvary Williamsport 
St. Paul’s Dushore 
St. Paul’s Nauvoo
St. Paul’s Nordmont
Standing Stone 
State Road 
Strawbridge Kedron 
Sweden Valley Faith 
Tivoli 
Trinity Jersey Shore
Trinity Pennsdale
Trinity Williamsport
Trout Run 
Ulster 
Union Corners 
United Church of Nelson
Valley 
Wallis Run 
Ward 
Warren Center 
Warrensville 
West Burlington 
Westfield 
White Pine 
Whitneyville 
Windfall 
Wyalusing  

Williamsport District 90% 
South Williamsport  
 
York District 100% 
Adamsville 
Aldersgate York
Asbury York
Barts-Centenary 
Bendersville 
Bethany Red Lion
Bethel Brogue
Bethlehem Codorus
Bethlehem Dallastown
Bethlehem Stonepile 
Bryansville 

Calvary Dillsburg
Calvary Fayetteville
Calvary York
Centenary Biglerville
Chapel 
Charlestown 
Chestnut Grove 
Christ Waynesboro
Christ Yoe
Christ Yorkana
Cross Roads 
CrossWords Mount Wolf
CrossWords York Haven
Delta 
Druck Valley 
Edenville 
Emanuel 
Emory New Oxford
Fairmount 
Faith Hallam
Faith Waynesboro
Fawn 
Fetterhoff Chapel 
First Chambersburg
First Hanover
First Marion
First Mercersburg
First Roxbury
First Spanish
Fishing Creek Salem 
Fort Loudon 
Fourth 
Gettysburg 
Grace Hanover
Grace York
Greenmount 
Idaville 
Immanuel Glen Rock
Lemasters 
Lewisberry 
Longstown 
McKendree Airville
Mount Airy Dillsburg
Mount Calvary Bendersville
Mount Carmel 
Mount Hope Orrtanna
Mount Olivet Delta
Mt. Pisgah Trinity 
Mount Royal 
Mount Tabor 
Mount Union Chambersburg
Mount Victory 
Mount Zion Dillsburg
New Creation Community
Orrtanna 
Otterbein Emigsville
Otterbein Fayetteville
Otterbein Newburg
Paddletown St. Paul’s 
Park Avenue Chambersburg
Pleasant Grove Windsor
Pleasureville 
Prospect 
Quincy 
Red Mount 
Rouzerville 
Saginaw Community 
Salem Airville
Salem Gulden’s 
Salem Marysville
Scotland 
Springvale St. Paul’s 
Spry 
St. Paul Chambersburg
St. Paul Manchester
St. Paul’s Red Lion
St. Thomas 
Starview 
State Line 
Trinity New Freedom
Upper Strasburg 
Violet Hill 
Water’s Edge 
Wenksville 
Wesley Chapel Rouzerville
York Springs 
Yorkshire 
Zion East Prospect
Zion Freysville
Zion Red Lion
Zion York
 
York District 90% 
First Greencastle
Grace Windsor
Mount Nebo 

2016 Shares of Ministry paid by Susquehanna Conference churches at 100% and 90%

2017 Annual Conference award recipients
At the 2017 Annual Conference Awards Luncheon 
held Friday, May 5, at Hershey Lodge, the following 
people were presented awards for ministry, service, 
and support to follow their call:

THOMAS K. CARTWRIGHT 
SCHOLARSHIP for young adults called to 
ordained ministry was established by the Board of 
Ordained Ministry to honor the memory of Rev. 
Dr. Thomas Kevin Cartwright. The award recipient 
was Pastor Thadius Sales, Middlebury Parish, 
Williamsport District.

THE REV. DR. MAUD K. JENSEN/REV. 
DR. KAREN E. LAYMAN MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP, given by Women in Ministry, 
was presented to Allison Fisher, McVeytown UMC, 
State College District. 

THE HARRY HOSIER AWARD, given by The 
Commission on Inclusiveness, was presented to 
Larry Siikanen, Trinity UMC, Winfield, Lewisburg 
District.

THE BISHOP D. FREDERICK WERTZ 
AWARD, given by Lycoming College, was 
presented to Preacher’s Aid Society, received by 
Rev. Dr. John Piper, Rev. Myron Jones, and Rev. 
Jeffrey LeCrone. 

THE EARL N. ROWE MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD, given through The 
Stewardship Foundation, was presented to Pastor 
Gloria J. Montgomery.

THE HOWARD AND ELIZABETH 
BRINTON AWARD for Missions was awarded 
to William “Bill” Toner, Paxton UMC, Harrisburg 
District. 

THE J. MARLENE ATANASOFF SPIRITUAL 
FORMATION AWARD, given by the Center for 
Spiritual Formation, was awarded to Georgeanna 
Knisely, Calvary UMC, Dillsburg, York District.

THE FLYING DOVE AWARD is given by the 
Peace with Justice Committee of the Mission and 
Outreach Team. The individual award was given to 
Ruth Stoll of Beacon Clinic Ministries. The church 
award was presented to Mount Nittany UMC,  
State College District, represented by Patty 
DeCapria, Lee Cooper, Rev. Edward Preston, and 
Ellen Copper.

THE DENMAN AWARD for Evangelism is 
given by the Foundation for Evangelism, Lake 
Junaluska, North Carolina. The Clergy Award was 
presented to Pastor Pat Bollinger.
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