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Call to Annual Conference

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the 
Susquehanna Conference,

Grace to you and peace from 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

We will gather in holy conferencing 
as the Susquehanna Annual Conference 
from Thursday, May 4, thru the end of 
the Ordination Service on Saturday, 
May 6. Our 2017-2020 quadrennial 
theme is, “Better Together.” This year 
we will gather around the sub-theme, 
“Make Us One.” We will spend time 
in reflection and prayer around Jesus’ 
priestly prayer for unity of his followers 
as recorded in John 17. Our speakers will 
help us to deepen our understanding of 
and commitment to unity in Christ. The 
Bible Study leaders this year will be Rev. 
Dr. Jaime Clark-Soles, New Testament 
Professor at Perkins School of Theology, 
Southern Methodist University, and Rev. 
Dr. Kenneth Loyer, lead pastor of Spry 
United Methodist Church, York. 

We live in a very divisive society, even 
within the church. Unity as a people 
and as a church is seriously challenged 
and threatened. I am compelled to 
work for unity among God’s people in 
witness to the beloved community of 
Christ for such a time as this. With all 

seriousness, intention, and focus, we are 
to be determined to be one out of many. 
Let’s be reminded that unity doesn’t 
mean uniformity or common agreement 
on everything; rather, unity is about 
God’s desire for us to keep growing up 
bigger, wider, deeper, and higher than the 
differences we may have for the sake of 
the mission of making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. 

We will spend significant time 
throughout the Annual Conference 
in prayer. In a visible expression we 
will live out what Jesus desired for his 
disciples to be united in prayer. May 
4 is also National Day of Prayer, so we 
will be joining with other people of faith 
around the nation in prayer. The week 
following Annual Conference will be our 
conference’s opportunity to pray for the 
whole church and the Commission on A 
Way Forward. We will be hearing more 
about this prayer opportunity as we get 
closer to our designated time. We believe 
that a praying way forward is indeed a 
way forward in unity.

I am also grateful that clergy members 
of our annual conference will preach 
at two of our worship services. Rev. 

NEJ bishops urge welcome for immigrants, refugees
“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled 

masses yearning to breathe free, . . .”

United Methodist bishops of the Northeastern 
Jurisdiction quoted poet Emma Lazarus’s words found on 
the Statue of Liberty (also known as “Mother of Exiles”) 
in early February, calling upon the church to “welcome 
the foreigner” and reject a controversial new U.S. 
immigration policy. They denounced President Donald 
Trump’s recent Executive Order, a dubious anti-terrorism 
measure that bars entry by immigrants from seven mostly 
Muslim countries for 90 days, and bars all refugees for at 
least 120 days and Syrian refugees until further notice.

The NEJ College of Bishops met in downtown Lancaster, 
Pa., which they discovered is America’s refugee capital, 
with 20 times more refugees per capita than the rest of the 
United States. Over 1,300 refugees have come there since 
2003, many of them welcomed and served by local United 
Methodist Church outreach ministries, as well as helping 
agencies like Church World Service.

“The words ‘give me your tired, your poor, your 
huddled masses,’ sound very similar to a message that the 
church has proclaimed for generations,” wrote the bishops 
in a statement released as a letter to their nine Episcopal 
areas on February 1:

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

“The posture of our country in welcoming the foreigner 
has been compatible with the position of the church.  But 
today there is a disconnect between the position of the 

Members of the UMC’s NEJ College of Bishops (Active and Retired) -- Seated (from left): Bishops Peggy Johnson, 
Latrelle Easterling, Violet Fisher, John Schol, and Jane Middleton. Standing (from left): Bishops Jeremiah Park, Ernest 
Lyght, Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, Mark Webb, Sudarshana Devadhar, Thomas Bickerton, Marcus Matthews, Sandra 
Steiner-Ball, and Peter Weaver.
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God calls us to tell our story so that others 
may come to know Jesus Christ. “Hearts 
Strangely Warmed” was created to share 
these stories about transformational 
encounters with the Living God.

Emma Dickinson
Emma Dickinson, of Trinity United 

Methodist Church in Hummelstown, is a 
seventh grader with a heart for God and 
a love of all things farming, especially 
chickens. Her science teacher, Lori 
Fischer, encouraged Emma to use her 
love of chickens to “do something bigger” 
and introduced Emma to her friend 
Tanya Weaver, a mission/aid worker in 
Zimbabwe, Africa.

Emma discovered that there are a lot 
of people in Zimbabwe living with HIV/
AIDS, and that Zimbabwe doesn’t have 
much rain, so they are experiencing 
massive drought and famine. She is using 
her knowledge of farming and raising 
chickens, and doing some additional 
research, to come up with a sustainable 
way for the people of Zimbabwe to be 
able to raise chickens as a food and 
income source. She is looking into what 
breeds of chickens might be best suited 
for the conditions and also what foods 

can be grown locally in the challenging 
climate to feed to the chickens. According 
to Weaver, the current chicken breeds 
consume too much water and feed, which 
drains family budgets and eliminates all 
profits.

Chickens need a basic diet of 
carbohydrates and protein. “My chickens 
love to eat mealworms!” exclaimed 
Dickinson, and she knows that mealworms 
are a great source of protein, are easy 
to raise, and require little moisture. In 
warm climates, mealworms develop and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

“While the leader was describing the change which God works in the 
heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I 
did trust in Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me 
that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law 
of sin and death.” — John Wesley, May 24, 1738

THE CHURCHES      OF THE SUSQUEHANNA CONFERENCE, THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

A WITNESS TO MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

“I pray that they will be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 
you. I pray that they all will be in us, so that the world will believe that 

you sent me.” (John 17:21)

“By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other,  
and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, 

and we feast at his heavenly banquet.”  
 (from the “Great Thanksgiving”)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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United Methodist Home for Children
umhcservices.org

Bethany Village
bethanyvillage.org

Normandie Ridge Senior Living Community
NormandieRidge.org

Quincy Village
quincyvillage.org

RiverWoods Senior Living Community
RiverWoods.org

United Methodist Homes Wesley Village Campus
Unitedmethodisthomes.org/location/Wesley-village-campus

Because you care, you give. And because you give, the Benevolent Homes 
can continue to care for those in need among us each and every day. 

Please continue to be generous and faithful throughout the coming year. 
Our residents—your friends and neighbors both young and old—are 
depending on you. 

Monetary gifts designated for Friends of the Homes can be sent to: 
Th e Finance Offi  ce, 303 Mulberry Dr., Ste. 500, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050.

For the latest news and event information visit the Susquehanna Conference Web site at www.susumc.org
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Award nominations open  
for Annual Conference

Do you know an outstanding United Methodist clergy or lay person or 
congregation who you think should be recognized and honored at Annual 
Conference for their discipleship and achievements? You have the 

opportunity now through March 15 to submit nominations for the 2017 Annual 
Conference awards. Those selected will attend a special awards luncheon at Annual 
Conference in May. Use the information below to request award nomination forms.  

J. Marlene Atanasoff Award 
Sponsored by The Center for Spiritual Formation, this award recognizes outstanding 

advocates of John Wesley’s principles of mercy, justice, and piety.  
Contact Rev. Dr. Russell Hart at 717-240-0678 or formation1@embarqmail.com

Bishop’s Award for Christian Unity and Inter-Religious Concerns 
The Bishop’s Committee on Christian Unity and Inter-Religious Concerns 
has an award for a lay or clergy person who has demonstrated outstanding  

involvement in ecumenical ministry.  
Contact Rev. Greg Myers at 717-766-7871 or gmyers@susumc.org

Howard and Elizabeth Brinton Award 
Given by the Conference Missional Board in memory of former missionaries,  

this award is given in two parts; to an individual and to a congregation showing  
excellence in mission support and practice.  

Contact Rev. John Kratz at 717-534-2262 or jkratz@susumc.org

Harry Denman Award 
The Foundation for Evangelism sponsors this award in three parts – for one clergy, 
one lay person, and one youth who show outstanding achievement in evangelism. 

Contact Rev. Dr. Tom Salsgiver at 717-766-7441 or tsalsgiver@susumc.org

The Flying Dove Award 
The Conference Peace with Justice Team presents two awards. One is to recognize the 

church that contributed the most financially to the Peace with Justice Fund, and the 
other to a person or church striving to work for peace with justice in their community. 

Contact Rev. Michelle Bodle at 814-342-3060 or mbodle@susumc.org

Harry Hosier Award 
Our Commission on Inclusiveness gives this award to an individual or congregation 

that moves people from dependence to independence; works with people who are 
downtrodden to empower them; and helps a congregation move from inactivity to 

lively worship. Contact Pastor Sarah Kim at 814-505-5094 (cell) or skim@susumc.org

Bishop D. Frederick Wertz Award 
Given by Lycoming College in memory of Bishop Wertz, this is given to a clergy or lay 

person who has rendered exceptional service to God through the church.  
Contact Rev. Jeffrey LeCrone at 570-321-4112 or lecrone@lycoming.edu

Annual Conference speakers
The 2017 Susquehanna Annual 

Conference will feature the following 
special events and keynote speakers.

 
Bishop Jeremiah J. 
Park will preach for the 
Opening Celebration on 
Thursday, May 4.

Rev. Dr. Charlie 
Salisbury, York District 
Superintendent, will 
preach during the 
Thursday evening 
Memorial Service.

Friday morning, May 
5, Bible study will be 
led by Rev. Dr. Jaime 
Clark-Soles, Professor 
of New Testament, 
Altshuler Distinguished 
Teaching Professor at 

Perkins School of Theology, Southern 
Methodist University (SMU).

 
Pastor Kristopher 
Sledge will speak to us 
during the Celebration 
of Ministry service on 
Friday evening. 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth Loyer  
will lead the Saturday, 
May 6, morning Bible 
study.

 

Saturday afternoon 
Bishop Cynthia Moore-
Koikoi will preach 
during the Ordination 
Service. Bishop Moore-
Koikoi was elected 
as a bishop of the 

United Methodist Church by delegates 
to the 2016 Northeastern Jurisdictional 
Conference meeting in Lancaster, Pa. 
She began her assignment to lead United 
Methodists in Western Pennsylvania on 
September 1, 2016.

Dr. Charles Salisbury, York District 
Superintendent, will preach at the 
Memorial Service on Thursday evening. 
Pastor Kris Sledge will bring God’s 
word at Friday’s Celebration of Ministry 
Service. Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, 
newly elected bishop of the Western 
Pennsylvania Conference, will proclaim 
God’s Word at the Ordination Service on 
Saturday afternoon. I know that we will 
be richly blessed by all of our Conference 
speakers and preachers.

Registration starts February 27, 2017. 
As we are meeting in a new place, early 
registration would be beneficial to all. 
Please visit www.susumc.org, click on 

the Annual Conference link and register 
when registration opens. 

Finally, I would like to invite you to 
join me in setting aside time each day 
to be in prayer for God’s blessings upon 
our church and the up-coming Annual 
Conference. Indeed, our prayer is the 
soul’s sincere desire. God will bless us 
and our witness abundantly.

I look forward to greeting you at the 
new, exciting, and “sweetest place on 
earth” for our time together at the Annual 
Conference this May.

With You in Christ’s Ministry,
Jeremiah J. Park

Call to Annual Conference
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Alive in Christ Together

Pre-Annual Conference live stream
Sunday, April 2, 2017, 3 - 5 p.m. 

Hosted by  
Audrey Wilder, Director of Christian 

Education and Young People’s Ministry
Locations 

Altoona District 
McConnellsburg 

Second Avenue, Altoona 
West Side, Clearfield
Harrisburg District 

Aldersgate, Mechanicsburg 
Grace, Millersburg 

Grace, Hummelstown 
Middlesex, Carlisle 
Lewisburg District 

Christ Community, Hummels Wharf
Mill-Green, Millville
Christ, Mountain Top

Scranton/Wilkes-Barre District 
Elm Park, Scranton

Countryside Community, Clarks Summit
State College District 

Gethsemane Allport, Morrisdale
Grace, Lewistown

Mt. Nittany, State College
Williamsport District 

Wellsboro
Faith, Montoursville

York District 
Chapel, Red Lion 

Christ, Waynesboro
As you probably know, our Annual 

Conference gathering for the Susquehanna 

Conference will be held in a new location 
at the Hershey Lodge. In addition, 2017 
begins the new quadrennial theme of 
Better Together. With so many new 
and exciting things on the horizon, the 
opportunity arose to host a Pre-Annual 
Conference Live Stream event at various 
locations across our conference to help 
Annual Conference attendees prepare for 
our time together in May.

This event is open to clergy, lay 
members, members at large, visitors to 
Annual Conference, and anyone else who 
may be interested in the events of this 
year’s Annual Conference.

The event will feature Bishop Park 
and our conference lay leader, John 
Konieczny, as they kick off our time 
together. Presentations throughout the 
live stream will include information on:

• Next Faithful Step for Mission Central
• Conference prayer initiative
• Resolutions and constitutional 

amendments
• Conference work with General Board 

of Religion and Race
• Worship opportunities at Annual 

Conference
• Spending Plan for 2018
We invite you to come and be a part of 

this special event as we prepare for our 
time together as a Beloved Community 
of Faith at Annual Conference 2017.
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To whom much is given . . .
There are 7 billion people living on planet Earth. If Earth’s population consumed at 
the rate of those who live in sub-Saharan Africa, the planet could sustain 15 billion 
people. If everyone on the planet consumed at the rate of persons living in North 
America, the planet could sustain 1.2 billion people.

. . . much is required. (Luke 12:48)
What will “make America great again?” The answer lies in America’s response 
to the hollow cries of starving children, the despairing voices seeking safety, the 
shuffling footsteps of those yearning to breathe free. God calls us, “trusted with 
much,” to jointly find creative ways to respond to those whom God so loves.

EDITORIAL

REV. DR.  
DENNIS OTTO

Director of  
Congregational 

Development

GROWING EFFECTIVE CHURCHES

In the vast majority of churches 
where I have done consultations 
and workshops, similar questions 
and wishes emerge early in our 
time together. Those questions are 
framed: “What program can we do 
to get more people in the church?” 
“What is the conference going to 
do to help us get more people?” 
“What will attract people to our 
church?” The wishes follow: “If 
only we had the right pastor to 
help attract more people.” “I wish 
the conference would . . . leave 
our pastor longer, . . . move our 
pastor sooner, . . . tell us what to 
do, . . . stop telling us what to do 
. . . etc.” “I wish things would go 
back to the way they were . . . I 
wish the church would get into 
the twenty-first century.”

My response is simple . . . 
There is no magic wand! We are 
all made out of pixie dust!

Making disciples is not magic, 
not the luck of the pastoral 
lottery, and surely is not some 
slick program. Making disciples 
is about relationships. It is about 
three basic relationships:

1. Disciples building 
relationships with those who 
do not know Jesus Christ.
2. Building new or deeper 
relationship with God through 
Jesus — new relationships for 
those who don’t know God 
and deeper relationship for 
those who do.
3. Creating a community 
that builds relationships 
with those new followers 
and invites them into a full 
fellowship.

The redundancy in using 

“build” and “relationship” in 
all three areas is intentional. 
Relationships seldom just happen. 
People build relationships, and 
that takes time. Despite the many 
rapid things in our world, from 
microwave cooking to our digital 
devices, building anything takes 
time. Having been involved 
in three rather large building 
projects as a pastor, I remember 
my impatience with them. Each 
one took somewhat longer than 
expected, unexpected issues were 
uncovered, and what looked right 
on paper looked different in 3-D 
reality. Relationships are like that, 
aren’t they? They take time and 
have unexpected twists and turns.

Build relationships with those 
who do not follow Jesus. Most 
church folk have few friends who 
are not also church folk, and we 
generally think that is a good 
thing. Actually, it means that 
making new disciples is almost 
impossible. Those who follow 
Jesus need to spend less time 
with other followers and more 
time building relationships with 
neighbors, coworkers, the parents 
of our children’s friends, etc. so 
that we have the opportunity to 
share our faith.

Build relationships with 
God through Jesus Christ. 
The busyness of our lives — 
even, or maybe especially, our 
church lives — often keeps us 
from developing a genuine and 
deepening relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ. Unless we 
begin to look, love, and speak like 
Jesus, our witness is muted. When 
we do have the opportunity to 
share, most followers are not sure 
how to help someone take the 

There is no magic wand

To whom much is given . . .

Alive in Christ Together

I have a confession – and then 
I want to ask two questions. My 
confession is that from Thanks-
giving through the week of Christ-
mas, Joanne and I are hooked on 
the Hallmark Channel and the 
Christmas movies. Please don’t 
judge me. I know that they are 
predictable, syrupy sweet, with 
much the same story line. But by 
the time Advent and Christmas 
rolls around, that’s exactly what 
I need.

One of the stories this season 
featured a woman stranded in 
a small town. There she met a 
widower (with a daughter) who 
owned a Christmas tree farm that 
had been in his family for three 
generations. And, yes, true to 
most story lines of these stories, 
he was about to lose the farm 
because the trees were no longer 
selling as much as they had been.

Shocker – the job that the 
stranded woman had was with 
an agency that helped compa-
nies brand their product. In other 
words, she helped companies be 
identified and stand out in the 
market place so they could sell 
more and be more effective – just 
what the tree farm needed.

Spoiler alert – she was able to 
do that for the tree farm so that 
they would not lose the farm and 
they became successful again. 
And, of course, the woman and 
man fell in love and formed a new 
family, including his daughter.

I got to thinking about this 
movie and our churches. Thus, 
one of my two questions: What 
is the brand of your church? An-
other way to ask that question is, 
what is your church known for in 
the community?

Are you known as the church 
that is growing so fast? Are you 
known as the place to go for chil-
dren’s ministry, youth ministry, 
senior adult ministry? Is your 
church known as the church that 
is all over the community, in-
volved in missions with the com-
munity? Is your church known as 
the church where everyone is wel-
come, no matter what they look 
like, how they act, or no matter 
what their backstory is? Maybe 
your church has the best day-care/
nursery school in the community.

Maybe your church is known 
as the church that can’t get along 
with each other. Or maybe your 
church is the church that has the 

longest running spaghetti dinner, 
the best rummage sale, the best 
Easter eggs in the community. 
Maybe your brand is the fact that 
you haven’t changed worship 
styles, worship times, or haven’t 
started a new outreach ministry in 
years.

One of the questions I think 
we need to grapple with is what 
is each of our church’s brand? In 
other words, what are we known 
for in the community?

One way to find out your brand 
is to ask the sales people at the 
convenience store, the waitress at 
the restaurant in your community, 
the employee at the gas station, 
or people in the neighborhood 
these questions: ”Can you tell me 
where (church’s name) is located? 
What do you know about them? 
Have you ever been there?”

If you are too well known, it 
is great to ask a friend or family 
member who doesn’t go to your 
church to ask these questions.

The second question that is 
even more important is, does that 
for which we are known fulfill 
our mandate to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transforma-
tion of the world? In other words, 
that for which we spend the most 
church time, resources, and ener-
gy – is that helping us make disci-
ples or is it “good things” but not 
really ministry that brings people 
to know Jesus Christ?

Does our children’s ministry, 
youth ministry, senior adult min-
istry, outreach ministry, spaghetti 
dinners, Easter egg sales help us 
increase our own discipleship and 
help us make new disciples? In 
the past year, or even six months, 
we need to ask, with all our work, 
how many new people have we 
brought to Jesus Christ?

I love the Hallmark movies be-
cause they make me feel good. 
They don’t change who I am, 
but I get that warm all over feel-
ing, and for me, that’s part of the 
Christmas holidays.

But the church is ordained and 
created by God for more than 
warm all over feelings for us and 
our members. We are marked by 
Jesus Christ who expects, wants, 
and even commands us to go out 
and not do simply “nice things,” 
but to do all that we can to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

REV. DR. TOM 
SALSGIVER

Director of  
Connectional 

Ministries

FROM WHERE I SIT

Confession and two questions

first or next step in their relationship with 
Jesus. This needs to be part of “Following 
Jesus 101.”

Create a community that builds 
relationships. Both before and after 
people commit to follow Jesus they need 
a community that engages them. Many 
of our churches just don’t have room 
for new people. It’s not that the seats are 
full. Far from it! It is that our relationship 
capacity is maxed out and so new people 
receive a friendly welcome but are not 
engaged as new partners in the journey. 
There may not be a magic wand or pixie 
dust, but we have the power of God, the 
grace of Jesus, and the presence of the 
Holy Spirit working in and through us to 
make disciples.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY: RETIRED BISHOP JANE ALLEN MIDDLETON

Share 
the Good 

News!
 

When you are finished 
reading Susquehanna  

LINK, please give 
your copy to someone 

else who might  
be interested.
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Implement the new Ministry Plan and Initiatives as adopted by the 2012 Annual Conference Session
Adjust the structure as necessary to achieve desired results

Begin regional deployment of resources to empower local churches to respond to the plan’s focus2017

Online Registration for  
Summer Camps is  

NOW OPEN 
go to susumcamps.org to register today

#thestruggleisreal 
Youth Rally, Gettysburg

By Audrey Wilder  
Director of Young People’s Ministry and 

Christian Education

“Because of what I experienced at 
#thestruggleisreal Rally, I will go up to 

others if I see them struggling and help.” 
~ Youth from Gettysburg rally

“Because of what I experienced at 
#thestruggleisreal Rally, I will look more 

to God to help me with my struggles.”  
~ Youth from Gettysburg rally

“Because of what I experienced  
at #thestruggleisreal Rally, I will listen 

with more intent to what  
my youth are saying.”  

~Adult youth leader, Gettysburg rally

Gettysburg UMC graciously hosted the 
first #thestruggleisreal Youth Rally on 
Sunday, January 8. Youth and their adult 
leaders from Harrisburg, Altoona, and 
York Districts gathered to acknowledge 
their struggles, realize they are not alone, 
and find hope that they can cope with their 
struggles through the power of Christ and 
the love of their neighbor.

Everyone participated in a wonderful 

worship service lead by the youth of 
the YPMC and Blessed Praise Band, a 
youth praise band from Loysburg UMC. 
Youth then spent time with others outside 
of their youth group in small group 
discussion and support, team-building 
activities, and assembling “blessing 
bags” to hand to homeless individuals 
in their own community. Adult youth 
leaders attended a training on “Helping 
Teens Struggle Well.” Over a great meal 
including sloppy Joes, mac-n-cheese, 
and ice cream sundaes, youth and adults 
talked in their youth groups about what 
they had experienced and learned about 
struggling together. 

Registration for the remaining 
event is available on-line at  
www.igniteyoungpeople.org. Registration 
closes one week before the event date. 

 
March 12, 2017 

3-7 p.m. – Park Forest Village UMC 
1833 Park Forest Ave., State College

This event is free to all youth groups. 
The YPMC asks that you please pre-
register your group on-line in order to 
adequately prepare materials and meals. 
www.igniteyoungpeople.org

Also, be watching the Young People’s 
Ministry Instagram and Facebook pages 
for video clips of what our youth are 
struggling with @youngpplministry 
@igniteyoungpeople 

Youth members of the Young People’s Ministry Council excitedly lead their peers in 
worship, mission, team building, and small group discussion.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY: AUDREY WILDER 

Bishop and Mrs. Park, (center) visited St. Paul’s UMC in Scranton recently and posed 
for a photograph with Congo refugees who have made the church their spiritual home.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY: PASTOR SCOTT MILLER
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Continue implementation of the quadrennial plan and adjust where necessary
Offer specialized training to the places of greatest potential
Resourcing continues and is adjusted for regional needs2018

By Rev. Chris Barbieri and  
Rev. M. Scott Hughes

Most of us were taught as children 
to avoid talking about politics and 
religion. Lately, however, it has seemed 
impossible to avoid talking about either. 
The 2016 presidential election is over 
and has exposed how fractured, fearful, 
and divided we are as a nation. The 
reality for most small groups is that 
they are already talking religion, and 
many have found politics to be part of 
the conversation. How do we engage in 
healthy conversations that bring us closer 
together and closer to God in such a 
politically charged environment? Though 
often seen as a respite from the political 
nastiness, the church can serve as the best 
place for these contentious conversations.

Our culture has fallen seriously ill 
with confirmation bias, and we too easily 
surround ourselves with sources that only 
feed our opinions and biases. Often our 
biases are subconscious. Internet tracking 
software closely monitors what we click 
and view and feeds us more “news” in 
line with our beliefs.

It takes courage to enter into 
conversations when we know up front 
that we may be starting from places of 
disagreement. However, if we can be 
brave and enter those conversations, we 
often discover we have similar goals, 
just very different plans to achieve those 
goals. As leaders in the church, how do 
we plan and facilitate these courageous 
conversations?

First, you must establish a framework. 
A good framework should have a group 
covenant, a trusted facilitator, and 
conversation plan. The group covenant 
provides the ground rules for conversation 
and fosters a culture of respect and safety. 
There are several sample small group 
covenants available here, or you can 
create your own. Whichever covenant you 
choose, be sure to convey these key ideas: 
respect for each participant, a commitment 
to listening, and a willingness to learn.

Part of the human condition is a 
subconscious desire to confirm previously 
held beliefs. By definition, we learn only 
by encountering new thoughts and ideas. 
Learning, a key aspect of being a disciple, 
requires a willingness to closely examine 
(and even set aside) our assumptions 
and biases in order to more fully follow 
Christ. That doesn’t mean we simply 
accept what is shared. Rather, we may 
come to appreciate a different perspective 
or experience, whether we decide to 
incorporate those beliefs or not. As pastors 
appointed to the whole community, these 
experiences lead to a greater knowledge 
of the realities of racism, sexism, and 
poverty that exist in our communities. We 
learn because we engage in conversations 
with people who experience racism, 

sexism, and poverty.
The facilitator must be trusted by 

the group. The facilitator needs to be 
clear about his/her role when the group 
gathers. While the facilitator may have 
opinions about a topic, he/she must not 
be perceived as supporting one side or 
the other. Rather, the facilitator is there 
to ensure all sides are fairly represented 
and that the covenant is followed. The 
facilitator reminds group members about 
the covenant they have agreed to and 
remains calm, no matter how anxious 
others become.

A conversation plan is also essential. 
This may include large-group discussion, 
small-group time, prayer, and silence. 
Several sample conversation methods can 
be found here.

Do not overlook the importance of 
introductions in your plans. Be sure 
the group has time to get to know 
one another. It is important that each 
participant sees all other participants as 
human beings with hopes and fears…
not as “the enemy.” There are numerous 
techniques for handling introductions. 
You will want to customize this relational 
time, depending on whether you have a 
one-time or an ongoing group.

Second, everyone should commit to 
deep, active listening. Too often, we 
think we are listening when we really are 
just waiting for our turn to speak. Deep 
listening requires that we take a posture of 
curiosity. When someone says something 
we don’t understand or that makes us 
angry, that is precisely the moment that 
might be key to our growth. It is a pivotal 
moment because it can lead to hostility 
and division, or it can lead to growth – 
both for the individual and for the group.

Before responding or seeking to be 
understood, individuals should “seek 
first to understand.” This means listening 
carefully and asking questions. Try to 
understand the other person’s position 
and underlying beliefs well enough 
that you can restate it comprehensively. 
Interestingly, this is the same advice we 
pastors often give in marriage counseling.

When these potentially divisive 
moments occur in your group, resist the 
temptation to debate. Go deeper and ask 
a question instead: “What makes you 
feel that way?” Or, “Can you help me 
understand why you think that?” Once the 
conversation has developed further, it may 
be helpful for the facilitator to restate the 
position that initiated the division. Better 
yet, the facilitator could ask someone 
from the “other side” to articulate the 
position. Third, create a courageous 
space. How your space is configured 
matters. A classroom with a podium up 
front implies power for whoever is at the 
podium. If possible, arrange seating in 
a circle or square so that everyone can 
make eye contact with everyone else. 

This seating arrangement conveys a sense 
of equality for everyone participating in 
the conversation.

Visuals are also important. Make 
two large reproductions of your group 
covenant on poster boards or adhesive 
flip chart sheets. Place these on opposing 
walls so that every participant can always 
see the covenant, no matter where he or 
she sits. This will help the facilitator keep 
everyone on track and will be a visible 
reminder to everyone about the “ground 
rules” for the conversation.

Similarly, use poster board or flip chart 
sheets to post a few Scriptures pertaining 
to unity in Christ. Two helpful Scripture 
passages are James 1:19-20 and Galatians 
3:26-28. Even be willing to contextualize 
Galatians 3:28 by adding Democrats or 
Republicans, liberals or conservatives.

As we search the Scriptures together, 
worship together, pray together, receive 
the sacraments together, and engage 
in honest dialogue with one another, 
we can uncover subconscious biases. 
Uncovering a subconscious bias can be an 
enlightening and welcoming experience 
for some. It may be a traumatic and 
chaotic experience for others. This is 
where creating courageous spaces for 
courageous conversations fosters an 
environment for growth. When adults can 
experience moments of vulnerability – 
where our assumptions may be exposed 
– that is the prime opportunity for real 
learning and discipleship.

I (Chris) vividly remember one such 
moment from thirty years ago. An African 
-American co-worker was on a romantic 
date with his wife when he was pulled 
over and treated roughly by the police. 
A carjacking had recently occurred, and 
this person was pulled over because he 
was a black man driving a nice car. The 
police realized their mistake after a few 
minutes and apologized, but, needless 
to say, the date was ruined. Hearing that 
story helped me appreciate for the first 
time that everyone is not treated equally 
and fairly, in spite of our many laws. A 
false assumption died, but real growth 
occurred.

A Final Word
Talking politics in our partisan and 

divided country can be risky. Taking 
the time to be deliberate and intentional 
in creating the proper environment for 
conversation can go a long way toward 
setting the stage for learning and growth. 
This important work can bring healing 
to places of division. Small groups and 
Sunday school classes are ideal places for 
Courageous Conversations. Jesus prayed 
that his followers would be known for 
how they loved. May we all treat one 
another such that Jesus’ prayer is fulfilled.

How to have a courageous conversation in a 
small group or Sunday school class 

country and the mission of the church,” 
reads the letter.  “Our president’s recent 
Executive Order suspending the country’s 
refugee assistance program and banning 
visas from seven countries seems a far cry 
from the words ‘give me your tired and 
your poor.’”

Time for the church to 
‘love our neighbors’

Fourteen College of Bishops members, 
both active and retired, said it was time 
“for the church to do what it does best – 
love our neighbors as we ourselves have 
been loved. We urge all United Methodists 
to be intentional in providing a ministry 
of prayer and presence in our churches 
and throughout our communities that bear 
witness to our grace and love.

“We implore you to preach and 
proclaim an alternative rhetoric to the 
message of fear and anger that is being 
generated by those with power,” the letter 
continues before endorsing a controversial 
welcome that many houses of faith in our 
region and across the nation are offering 
to undocumented immigrants who fear 
arrest and deportation: “We invite you to 
step forward and provide safe places of 
sanctuary for those who long for a place 
of care and advocacy.”

The bishops end their letter with a 
solemn prayer and their e-mailed cover 
memo with the words, “Let us continue 
to be faithful and earnest in our prayers 
for the immigrant, our leadership, our 
churches, and even ourselves.”

An additional prayer, titled Prayer to 
the Immigrant and Refugee, composed by 
Rev. Michael Johnson, is appended to the 
bishops’ letter. Johnson is the husband of 
Philadelphia Area Bishop Peggy Johnson.

 Read the College of Bishops 
letter and Prayer to the Immigrant 
and Refugee at http://tinyurl.com/
nej-bishops-letter-prayer.

Visit to Lancaster Church 
World Service

During the College’s meeting, Bishop 
Park visited the Lancaster office of Church 
World Service, joined by Pennsylvania 
Episcopal colleagues Bishops Peggy 
Johnson of the Philadelphia Area and 
Cynthia Moore-Koikoi of the Pittsburgh 
Area, along with retired bishop Violet 
Fisher. The Lancaster CWS office serves 
about a 100-mile radius and is the largest 
CWS office in the country.

“When we visited the Church World 
Service office in Lancaster, we heard 
stories that were both heart-warming as 
well as heart-breaking. The journeys of 
the families of refugees are extremely long 
and perilous, plagued with fear, danger, 
and uncertainty. For some, it took 15 to 
20 years of living in a refugee camp before 
they arrived in the United States. Many 
are separated from their families without 
knowing if they will ever be reunited. 
Their stories are also an incredible 
witness to the human spirit; to resilience, 
sacrifice, and perseverance. They are 
hanging on to hope for a better life for 
themselves and their loved ones, and are 
willing to pay whatever the price. I am 
inspired to see the church active in the 
ministry of providing essential services to 
the settlement of refugees in partnership 
with the community and the government. 
Indeed, this ministry represents our 
response to Jesus’ words: “Whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

Bishop Park and other bishops also 
visited a peaceful protest against the 
new immigration Executive Order 
in Lancaster’s Penn Square, near the 
bishops’ Marriott Hotel meeting site.

NEJ Bishops
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Connect with the Susquehanna Conference on Facebook. www.facebook.com/susumc
Continue implementation of the quadrennial plan and adjust where necessary

Offer specialized training to the places of greatest potential
Resourcing continues and is adjusted for regional needs

By Sandii Peiffer

The annual Fall Fest at 
Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church in Mechanicsburg 

began six years ago. It was initially 
an attempt at creating an event for 
the members of Aldersgate to gather 
together informally and get to know 
each other outside of their three 
Sunday services. After a few years 
they decided to make it an outreach 
event, demonstrating hospitality 
and a welcoming bridge to the 
community. Church leaders decided 
everything would be free – food, 
entertainment, games and activities 
– and prayed the people in the 
neighborhood would see it and come 
be a part of it. 

Aldersgate’s mission statement 
is “Reaching with the heart of God 
for the lives of our community.” 
Until 2016 there had never really 
been a theme to the Fall Fest event, 
apart from fun and fellowship. Then 
they thought, “Unless we’re doing 
something specifically to lift up the 
gospel, what are we doing?”

So in 2016 they made an effort 
to bridge into the community with 
the gospel of Christ by celebrating 
what God is already doing out 
there. Having a family background 
of law enforcement, Rev. Troy 
Howell suggested that they celebrate 
emergency responders from the 
surrounding communities. “A lot of 
[emergency responders] I’ve talked 
to feel battered and unappreciated,” 
reflected Howell. So they invited 
local and state police, emergency 
medical services, firefighters, 
and other emergency responders 
from Mechanicsburg, Enola, and 
Camp Hill to a time of celebration, 
recognition, and community 
interaction.

October 16 was a perfect fall day. 
An 11 a.m. worship service was held 
outside on the expansive lawn area 
next to the church, open for all to 
attend. Folks brought lawn chairs 
and blankets to sit on. The service 
included a time of singing worship 
music (for all the surrounding 
neighborhood to hear!), a time of 
recognition, honor, and prayer for 
the emergency responders who 
attended, offering them a token of 
appreciation for their service to our 
communities, and a message from 
Rev. Howell. He referenced the 
passage from Philippians 2:5-8, “Let 
the same mind be in you that was 
in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to 
be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born 
in human likeness ... he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the 
point of death — even death on a 
cross.” (NRSV). Howell noted that 
the selfless, life-risking work that 
emergency responders do reflects and 
demonstrates the altruistic heart and 
love of Christ in the most real way. 
“They lay down their lives every 
time they get a call.”

After worship the Fest began. 
There was plenty to choose from; 

sampling and voting in a chili cook-
off, plenty of free food (hamburgers, 
hot dogs, fries, baked goods), 
interacting with the emergency 
services folks and their equipment, 
checking out classic cars, family 
entertainment (magician/balloon 
artist), a band playing classic rock 
and pop tunes, face painting, games 
(like cornhole and ga-ga ball), 
bouncy houses, and more. The 
afternoon was wrapped up watching 
an ice sculptor from Chambersburg 
create a beautiful ice carving 
honoring the emergency services.

The Fall Fest was well attended. 
Many church members brought their 
friends and neighbors, and invited 
their local emergency services 
personnel to attend and be honored. 
Families from the church pre-school 
came. Neighbors came.

“We challenged the worshipping 
body that day to consider next time 
they see an [emergency responder] 
on duty somewhere, to offer them 
a thank you for serving in that 
role.” Howell is hoping that future 
Fall Fests might be used to honor 
other people who serve our local 
communities, such as doctors, nurses, 
and educators.

Aldersgate UMC Fall Festival

Honoring our local
emergency responders
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Preaching with Power graduates Pastor Wanda Minnick and Pastor Jay Saldaña being congratulated.

Preaching with Power Fall 2016  
concludes with sermons,  

certificates, songs, and celebration

December 13, 2016, witnessed 
the culmination of the seventh 
Preaching with Power program 

in the Susquehanna Conference. Held at 
Middlesex UMC in Carlisle, Pa., the 12-
week program, taught by Middlesex UMC 
associate pastor Dr. Dilip Abayasekara 
and co-facilitated by speech coach Tony 
Crocamo, was completed by six pastors: 
lay servant Eugene Emerick of Neidig 
Memorial UMC, Harrisburg District; Rev. 
Ho Shik Kang of Wesley Mechanicsburg, 
Harrisburg District; Pastor Ruth Liples 
of Mt. Zion/Orange, Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre District; Pastor Wanda Minnick 
of Oval UMC, Williamsport District; 
Pastor Jerry Schmidt of Tri-County 
Parish, Williamsport District,; and 
Pastor Jay Saldaña of Unity Parish, 
State College District. Chief guests 

were Bishop and Mrs. Jeremiah Park. 
In addition to a delicious luncheon, the 
event included short sermons preached 
by the six PwP graduates and addresses 
by Bishop Jeremiah Park and Harrisburg 
District Superintendent Rev. Barry 
Robison. Also present were Rev. Marian 
Hartman, Scranton Wilkes-Barre District 
Superintendent, and Rev. Beth Jones, 
Williamsport District Superintendent.

Bishop Park spoke on the meaning of 
proclaiming God’s word and shared some 
personal reflections that highlighted the 
power and joy of the preaching ministry, 
which naturally led to singing by all. 
Rev. Barry Robison rose to the occasion 
of giving “a few appropriate remarks” 
in a manner reminiscent of President 
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg address, 
which suited the occasion and inspired the 

audience, which included spouses, 
mentors, and friends of the PwP 
graduates and visiting Bishop 
Jerry Diggs of the Pentecostal 
Conference in Baltimore.

The PwP graduates received 
certificates of completion and 
continuing education credits as well 
as the personal congratulations of Bishop 
Park and the three district superintendents 
present. Fittingly, the event was concluded 
by singing Sent Forth by God’s Blessings.

Preaching with Power is grounded 
on four pillars: biblical theology, the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit, the aim 
of giving spiritual sustenance and 
guidance to the congregation, and the 

use of effective approaches to sermon 
construction, organization, and delivery. 
The next Preaching with Power program 
will be held fall 2017. The location is yet  
to be decided. Any interested preacher 
(clergy or lay) is invited to contact Dr. 
Dilip Abayasekara at 717-648-1080 or 
DAbayasekara@susumc.org.

Pastor Jerry Schmidt Pastor Wanda Minnick Eugene Emerick Pastor Ruth LiplesPastor Jay SaldañaRev. Ho Shik Kang

Bishop Jeremiah J. Park

Seated, left to right: 
Rev. Beth Jones, Williamsport 
District Superintendent; Bishop Jerry 
Diggs; Bishop Jeremiah J. Park;  
Rev. Marian Hartman, Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre District Superintendent; 
Dr. Dilip Abayasekara.
 
Standing:
Rev. Barry C. Robison, Harrisburg 
District Superintendent; Pastor 
Wanda Minnick; Rev. Jan Hughes; 
Pastor Ruth Liples; Pastor Jerry 
Schmidt; Mr. Eugene Emerick,  
lay servant; Rev. Ho Shik Kang; and 
Pastor Jay Saldaña.

Dr. Dilip Abayasekara
PHOTOS BY: JERRY WOLGEMUTH

By Dr. Dilip Abayasekara

Rev. Jan Hughes,
Host Pastor,  

Middlesex UMC
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Conference Center welcomes 
new staff members

Theresa Hunter 
Conference Administrative Specialist

It is with great pleasure that the 
Susquehanna Conference welcomes 
Theresa Hunter to the staff as an 
administrative specialist. Originally 
from East Patchogue, New York, Theresa 
relocated to the Harrisburg area ten 
years ago. She joins us after five years 
as an executive assistant / paralegal for 
the vice-president of real estate law for 
Rite Aid Corporation in Harrisburg and, 
prior to that time, held financial positions 
in businesses in the Harrisburg area. 
Theresa will lend her skills in several 
areas in the conference office, including 
Safe Sanctuaries, the Conference Loan 
Fund, and trustee matters. Theresa lives 
with her two sons, Chris and Ronnie, 
and her parents, Gladys and Hollis, in the 
Harrisburg area. She enjoys crafts and 
spending time with family and friends. 
Please help us welcome her in God’s love.

Andra Haverstock
Conference Treasurer/Comptroller

Begin the process of evaluating the results of the current plan
Design a strategy to listen to our churches and their needs

Develop the appropriate guiding adaptive questions to be considered as we look ahead2019

After 35 years of working as 
an administrative assistant, Alice 
Marquart moved from Phoenixville to 
Lewisburg in 2006 to be closer to her 
daughter and to enjoy the rural area. In 
December 2014, she decided to move to 
RiverWoods Senior Living Community 
after witnessing her mother experience 
the benefits of living in a similar 
continuing care retirement community. 
She loved watching her mother enjoy a 
community with the ability to call upon 
progressive levels of care, and wanted 
that for herself. 

“I grew up on a working farm near 
Buffalo,” Alice said. “My love of nature 
was instilled in me from a very young 
age by my mother and sister. We were 
often outdoors wandering in the woods 
and that began my love for nature. Mom 
was very knowledgeable about plants 
and animals and shared that knowledge. I 
taught my children to always love God’s 
world — its animals, plants and trees. 
With its beautiful setting, RiverWoods 
allows me to continue enjoying nature.” 

Alice loves her apartment with its view 
of the scenic Susquehanna River. She 
enjoys feeding the birds and nurturing 
her small garden. She regularly tends 
the Slifer House Museum gardens on 
the RiverWoods campus and has been 
an active member of the Lewisburg 
Garden Club, serving as its treasurer for 
four years. 

Eight years ago, Alice began a new 
adventure as a volunteer at T&D’s 
Cats of the World. A wild animal 
refuge located in nearby Penns Creek, 
T&D’s provides permanent homes for 
rescued animals. She started working 
as a docent every Saturday, greeting 
visitors and guiding their experience at 
the refuge. She enjoyed her volunteer 
work so much she decided to help 

every Friday throughout the entire 
year, feeding animals and cleaning 
cages. “The biggest honor was being 
handed the keys, providing me with the 
privilege of feeding the animals,” Alice 
said. “I’ve had wonderful times there. I 
pinch myself thinking about how lucky 
I am to be involved, surrounded by the 
animals.”

Alice also actively volunteers 
at Albright’s central office on the 
RiverWoods campus and at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Lewisburg. One 
of her favorite projects is Operation 
Christmas Child, organized by 
Samaritan’s Purse, which fills shoeboxes 
with school supplies, personal hygiene 
items and toys, distributing them to 
children all over the world. She began 
packing boxes in 1995, and now goes 
to a processing center in Baltimore 
annually to assist with the 12 million 
boxes that are donated. “It’s a special 
environment — a fellowship,” Alice 
said. “I do it to serve the Lord and get 
so much out of it myself. It’s a simple 
gift but the impact is profound — for the 
child, family, and community.”

Alice Marquart is a shining example 
of being called to serve, and Albright 
is proud that she is part of our family. 
Albright, celebrating 100 years of service 
to the Susquehanna Valley, invites you 
to continue your mission by joining us 
at one of our six locations. Visit www.
albrightcare.org for information on 
senior living, day programs, giving, or 
volunteering.

The call to serve

Pastor Lourdes Stevens 
New York District 

Administrative Assistant

As an author and publisher of four 
books, Lourdes Stevens joins the York 
District Office as administrative assistant. 

Lourdes was born in Manila, 
Philippines, and attended college at 
Colegio de San Juan de Letran where she 
was awarded a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Business Administration Management 
and Marketing. She also attended college 
at Catonsville Community College in the 
U.S. Learning foreign languages, history, 
and cultures are special accomplishments 
to Lourdes who speaks Tagalog and 
Korean in addition to English.

Lourdes is a local pastor in the 
Susquehanna Conference as well as a 
lay speaker. She also holds a position 
as a director of hospitality and small 
groups in the York District. Previous 
work experience included coordinator of 
children’s ministries and other ministries 
in addition to volunteer service in her 
community.

For twenty-four years Lourdes has been 
married to Paul B. Stevens. They have 
been blessed with two sons, Andrew and 
Zachary.

Lori Haagen 
New Harrisburg District 
Administrative Assistant

Lori Haagen (pronounced Haygen) 
comes to the Harrisburg District 
administrative assistant position with 27 
years of experience as an administrative 
assistant in the corporate world. She is 
a Mechanicsburg High School and YTI 
Career Institute graduate, with a license 
in massage therapy and has an active 
business. A member of Neidig Memorial 
Church in Oberlin, she has been very 
active in its work and ministry. She is a 
member of the choir and leads the bell 
choir, as well as being Christian education 
chair.

Rev. Barry Robison
Harrisburg District Superintendent
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multiply faster, too.
Emma has created a media presentation 

to help her share about her project and gain 
the funding needed to put it into action. 
“Some of what I have been doing comes 
from my love of farming. I want to go to 
Penn State and learn about agriculture. I 
want to own a farm someday.”

“The Zimbabwe project is Emma’s 
attempt to solve a real-life problem,” said 
her dad, Matt Dickinson. 

“I love seeing the expression on 
people’s faces when something that is 
really needed is taken care of.” She hopes 
that the chicken farming in Zimbabwe 
will help generate enough income to 
help those living with HIV/AIDS “to 
thrive instead of just survive.” And in the 
midst of it all she hopes it will provide an 
opportunity for them to learn more about 
God and build their faith.

Emma is looking forward to starting 
confirmation classes at Trinity UMC soon. 
And perhaps missions are in her future 
too? “I’ve never been to Zimbabwe. I 
would love to see all of this in action.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hearts Strangely Warmed

Prepare the next quadrennial plan and theme
Propose the plan to this year’s Annual Conference for adoption

Plan should include a review and adjustment of our structure as needed2020

Conference  
students earn 

college  
scholarships 

from UM Higher 
Education  

Agency
Congratulations to the following 

students who were awarded college 
scholarships for the 2016-2017 academic 
year from the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry in Nashville.

Beth Pyles - Wolfsburg UMC, Bedford, 
Pa., Evangelical Theological Seminary

Jessica Sivers - Fairdale UMC, 
Montrose, Pa., Lycoming College

Nicalus Harclerode - Second Avenue 
UMC, Altoona, Pa., Lycoming College

Emily Thoman  -  Chr i s t  UMC,   
Yorkana, Pa., Lebanon Valley College

Matthew Houck - Grace UMC, 
Hummelstown, Pa., Lebanon Valley 
College

Abigail Stoner - Camp Hill UMC, 
Camp Hill, Pa., Lebanon Valley College

Alexandra Miller - Baughman 
Memorial UMC, New Cumberland,  
Pa., Lycoming College

Brooke Barrett - Christ UMC, 
Yorkana, Pa., Arcadia University

Emma Musto - Lenoxville UMC, 
Lenoxville, Pa., Albright College

Cassie Harrison - First Williamsport 
UMC, Williamsport, Pa., Houghton 
College

Rachel Shaffer - Donnally Mills 
UMC, Millerstown, Pa., Lebanon 
Valley College

Taylor Pfaff - Camp Hill UMC, 
Camp Hill, Pa., Duke University Divinity 
School

Adam Evanko - Park Forest Village 
UMC, State College, Pa., Lebanon Valley 
College

Dennis Wilt - Wehnwood UMC, 
Altoona, Pa., Juniata College

Christine Hallman - Fishburn UMC, 
Hershey, Pa., Lebanon Valley College

Margaret West - First Mansfield 
UMC, Mansfield, Pa., Allegheny College

Lisa Aronson - First Mechanicsburg 
UMC, Mechanicsburg, Pa., Evangelical 
Theological Seminary

Aaron Wink - Christ UMC, 
Selinsgrove, Pa., Shippensburg University 
of Pennsylvania

United Methodist Church students 
may apply for a Fall 2017 GBHEM 
scholarship online between January 3 – 
March 1, 2017, at http://www.gbhem.org/
loans-and-scholarships. Student loans are 
also available at interest rates as low as 
3.75% with a credit worthy co-signer.

Thank you for your support in 
recognizing United Methodist Student 
Day, World Communion Sunday, 
and Native American Sunday, which 
help fund a portion of these loans and 
scholarships. The remaining funds for 
these awards come from gifts, annuities, 
and endowments GBHEM has invested 
and administered for decades.

introduces a new scholarship to  
address “Economic Challenges  

Facing Pastoral Leaders”
By Ebony Lincoln 

Director of Communications, GBHEM

NASHVILLE, Tenn., December 6, 2016 
– The Office of Loans and Scholarships at 
the General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry (GBHEM) today announced 
the creation of a new scholarship that 
launches January 3, 2017, for students 
enrolled in United Methodist seminaries. 
The Excellence in Clergy Leadership 
Scholarship was created to help entering 
United Methodist clergy avoid excessive 
educational loan debt, minimize financial 
stress and build financial acumen.

Wespath Benefits and Investments 
(formerly the General Board of Pension 
and Health Benefits), GBHEM and the 
National Association of United Methodist 
Foundations collaborated on a proposal 
and were awarded a $1 million grant from 
the Lilly Endowment’s National Initiative 
to Address Economic Challenges Facing 
Pastoral Leaders. The proposal included 
implementing half of the grant as a 
“loan avoidance” scholarship for United 
Methodist seminarians pursuing elder or 
deacon ordination.

To be eligible for the Excellence 
in Clergy Leadership Scholarship, 
applicants must be enrolled full-time as a 
Master of Divinity student at one of the 
13 United Methodist seminaries/schools 
of theology, and be pursuing certified 
candidacy or a certified candidate for 
ministry (elder or deacon) in The United 
Methodist Church.

In addition to the Lilly grant, the 
scholarship is funded by matching 
contributions from GBHEM, the 13 United 
Methodist seminaries/schools of theology, 
and participating United Methodist 
annual conferences or foundations. The 
matching contributions offer selected 
applicants an opportunity to receive 
scholarship award amounts ranging from 
$2,500 to $12,500. Seminary students are 
encouraged to apply for the scholarship 
even if their annual conference is not 
participating because other donor funds 
may be available.

“The work we do in the Office of Loans 
and Scholarships is much more than 
financial dealings with students. We are 
committed to providing students with the 
resources they need to gain an education 

and become difference makers in our 
church and in the world,” said Allyson

Collinsworth, executive director of 
the Office of Loans and Scholarships. 
“With the announcement of this new 
scholarship, we reaffirm our commitment 
to educational access and ministry 
excellence for our future clergy leaders.”

An additional benefit of the scholarship 
program is the required financial wellness 
curriculum offered through EY Financial 
Planning Services. EY (formerly Ernst & 
Young) has provided financial planning 
services to retirement plan participants in 
Wespath-administered plans since 2005. 
Scholarship awards will be contingent 
upon the completion of a financial wellness 
curriculum, valued at $2,500 to $3,500 
to the student. The curriculum through 
EY includes assistance with cash flow; 
personal savings and debt management; 
retirement savings strategies; investment 
allocation decisions; understanding tax 
issues; and estate and insurance planning. 
Scholarship recipients will complete 
a financial wellness assessment, a 
comprehensive and customized financial 
plan, and a personalized guidance 
consultation with a licensed planner.

Those interested in the Excellence in 
Clergy Leadership Scholarship may apply 
with the Office of Loans and Scholarships at 
www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication. 
Scholarship applications will be open 
between January 3 and March 1 of each 
year. Interested students should indicate 
that they are applying for the “Excellence 
in Clergy Leadership Scholarship” on the 
first page of the application.

For more information on the Office of 
Loans and Scholarships, visit http://www.
gbhem.org.

About GBHEM: As the leadership 
development agency of The United 
Methodist Church, the General Board 
of Higher Education and Ministry’s 
mission is to prepare global leaders for 
a global church and the world. Every 
elder, deacon and licensed local pastor 
benefits from our training and candidacy 
programs. Many young adults find help 
in clarifying their vocation and God’s 
call on their lives through our leadership 
and discernment programs. Follow us on 
Twitter and Facebook: @GBHEM.

Susquehanna LINK belongs to the churches of the Susquehanna Conference. 
You are free to reprint any of our content —with the exception of reprinted material. 

Graphics, posters, and photos are available by request; please email seckert@susumc.org

 

Authentic Space is a video  
resource created by the  

Young People’s Ministry to equip 
local congregations to engage 

young adults in meaningful 
conversation and inspire faithful 

young adult ministry.

Find it at www.igniteyoungpeople.org

Emma is joined by sister, Annie, for a musical 
number after Emma’s interview.

PHOTO BY: JERRY WOLGEMUTH

March 31, 2017
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Faith United Methodist Church
700 Fairview Drive

Montoursville, PA 17754
 

Fresh Expressions Visioning Day is a 
one-day interactive training that can help 
your church to realize the opportunities in 
your community to expand your mission 
field. Discover how a “fresh expression” 
of church can develop and grow in and 

through your church community and your 
role in releasing these new ministries/

missions.
 

The cost for the day is $20.

For more information  
and to register, go to  

http://tinyurl.com/hbg-vision-day  
or call 717-545-0525  

or email gecoffice@susumc.org

This Visioning Day is sponsored by the 
Susquehanna Conference of UMC.
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Sets forth actions to involve the whole 
church in prayer and conversation.

St. Simons Island, Ga.: Through an 
affirmative vote at their fall meeting this 
week, the United Methodist Council of 
Bishops expressed their intent to call for a 
special session of the General Conference 
in either February or March of 2019 
and asked the business manager of the 
General Conference to move forward 
with exploring venues and a bid search.

The Constitution of The United 
Methodist Church provides that the 
Council of Bishops may call a special 
session of the General Conference 
possessing the authority and exercising 
all the powers of the General Conference. 
Business to be considered during such a 
session would be limited to the purpose 
defined within the call, which also would 
include the time and place.

The Council’s action stops short of 
making the actual call for a special 
session, which is expected to come at 
some point after the Commission on a 
Way Forward begins its work.

The Council’s Executive Committee 
brought the recommendation to the full 
Council for consideration and action after 
exploring the feasibility of meeting in 
either 2018 or 2019.

“A requirement that materials be in 
the hands of delegates at least 230 days 
before such a session makes it unlikely 
that the Commission could complete its 
work in time to meet that deadline for a 
2018 meeting, so 2019 seemed to us to 
be the best option,” said Bishop Bruce 
R. Ough, president of the Council. “The 
purpose of broadening the time frame 
to either February or March is to afford 
more flexibility in finding a suitable and 
available location.”

Such a special session would be 
composed of delegates to the preceding 
General Conference - or their lawful 
successors - unless a conference prefers 
to have a new election.

The Council received a report from the 
moderators of the Way Forward about 
composition of commission membership, 
a plan for the first meetings and a strategy 
for communication.

The Council also voted to approve 

a recommendation from the Executive 
Committee to initiate a conversational 
process among clergy and laity within 
annual and central conferences that would 
parallel the work of the Commission on 
a Way Forward. Each bishop would 
be free to structure the process and 
timeline according to the specific needs 
and context of their area, using some 
suggested questions as a starting point.

Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett and 
Bishop Al Gwinn, co-chairs of the 
Praying Our Way Forward Initiative, 
announced the second phase of the 
appeal, which involves each conference 
making a commitment to come together 
in prayer during a designated week. 
The effort would begin January 1, 2017, 
and continue into 2018. The first phase 
involved a commitment from bishops for 
daily prayer focused on the selection and 
initial efforts of the Commission.

“We want the church and the 
Commission on a Way Forward to be led 
by God. This prayer emphasis puts us in a 
posture where as a church we are asking 
and listening for God’s leadership,” said 
Bishop Wallace-Padgett. “Our prayer 
focus is twofold: We are praying that God 
will help us to more effectively fulfill the 
mission of the church. And we are praying 
to be one in Christ.”

She said they are inviting persons to: 
pray daily for the church’s effectiveness 
in fulfilling our mission of making 
disciples and for the outcome of the work 
of the Commission on a Way Forward  
participate in their conference’s week of 
prayer; fast weekly as they are able for 
The United Methodist Church and our 
future Bishop Gwinn said the Council 
is working in partnership The Upper 
Room, which has developed a website 
called UMCprays.org. “The website 
features many tools and resources to help 
you to plan your week of prayer,” said 
Bishop Gwinn. “Each week will feature 
information about what is happening in 
the conference that is praying that week, 
including a prayer-focused blog written 
by the bishop in that area.”

United Methodist Communications
umcpresscenter.org

to call for 2019 General Conference
“Open hearts, open minds, 

open doors.” Our past United 
Methodist slogan leaves us the 
question of whether this is a 
description of us or whether 
“open” is a verb, an action for us 
yet to do. Yet no matter which way 
you respond, our life hinges on a 
bigger question. The question is: 
“How?”

When we describe ourselves as 
open, how are we? Is it because of 
what we show others or the true 
motivation we know deep in our 
hearts and minds? 

When we “open” hearts, 
minds, and doors, how do we? 
Are we talking about doing this 
to ourselves or others? Or for 
ourselves and others? 

How? With great force or a 
gentle knock?

We are called to be open when 
the cold of the world in weather 
and news tempts us to huddle in 
the warmth of our own comfort 
and community. Instead of self-
improvement, we must dream of 

church and world improvements 
too. So many talk about building 
bridges and taking down walls 
that they forget to look for a 
doorway.

Look hard and open your heart 
and mind. Is there a door? Is there 
a door to that broken relationship 
or to that new possibility that 
should be tried first before doing 
all that work on bridges and 
walls? What doors do you have to 
open this year? How will you be 
an open door? 

As we start Lent, let’s remember 
January comes from the Latin for 
“door” and February from the 
Latin word for “purification.” 
God calls us to be open to 
newness and to humility as we 
march forward into this next holy 
season. Only he can guide us 
through our doorways together 
with him. How? 

“Ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to 
you.”  (Matthew 7:7)

For more information contact Phyllis Bowers at (local) 717-766-7343 or  
(toll-free) 1-877-619-5974 or e-mail pbowers@umstewardship.org

REV. PHYLLIS
M. BOWERS

Executive Director
United Methodist 

Stewardship  
Foundation

Do not store up 
for yourselves 

treasure on 
earth, where 

moth and rust 
consume and 
where thieves 
break in and 

steal; but  
store up for 
yourselves 
treasure in 

heaven...for 
where your 
treasure is, 
there your 
heart will  

be also.
Matthew 6:19-21

WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS

Being an “open door”

DR. MILTON 
LOYER

Conference Archivist 

OUR HERITAGE
January – 100 years ago

On January 30, 1917, five 
clergy acting with direction 
from the Central Pennsylvania 
Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church notarized their 
application to form a corporation 
to be known as “The Christ Home” 
specifically “for the purpose of 
establishing and conducting an 
institution for the maintenance 
and the industrial, intellectual 
and religious training of children 
committed to its care.” Because 
that name was not well received 
by church members, it was later 
changed to “The Methodist Home 
for Children.”

Until funds could be raised 
to purchase a location in a farm 
setting, it was decided to establish 
a temporary Home. In 1919 a 
large Victorian house at 318 W. 
Main Street in Mechanicsburg 
was purchased and refitted to 
begin the ministry. In 1921 the 
Rupp farm adjoining the borough 
of Shiremanstown was purchased, 
and in 1926 the children were 
transferred to what was said to 
be “the first all-cottage home for 
children in Pennsylvania” and “a 
model for those to follow.”

Today, the United Methodist 
Home for Children Inc. continues 

to offer residential care, individual 
and family counseling, adoption/
permanency services, and other 
ministries in the name of Christ.

February – 50 years ago
The Board of Evangelism of the 

Central Pennsylvania Conference 
of the Methodist Church 
organized a spiritual life retreat 
February 24-26, 1967, at camp 
Greene Hills. Ernest Logan of the 
General Board of Evangelism led 
the gathering and promoted THE 
TWELVE – a national movement 
within the denomination where 
persons “are disciplined to 
proceed beyond prayer and Bible 
study to witnessing for Christ 
and visiting those outside the 
church.” Participants in THE 
TWELVE commit themselves 
to “attend group meetings, pray 
daily for each other, volunteer 
their services, and share their 
possessions.” Those attending 
the retreat were trained to present 
and encourage witnessing in their 
congregations either within THE 
TWELVE movement or as part of 
a local evangelistic thrust.

Free resources for your local church can be found at www.discovery-place.org

Dr. Dilip Abayasekara,  
Field Coordinator 

Bishop’s Partners in Mission  

The churches and people of the 
Susquehanna Conference have responded 
to the appeal to save lives from malaria 
(Imagine No Malaria) and restore hope 
locally, nationally, and internationally by 
reducing Mission Central’s debt. They 
have contributed more than $560,000, and 

for that we are very grateful. Yet there are 
more lives to save and impact in the name 
of the One who calls us to be His agents in 
a world that hungers for restoration. 

Bishop’s Partners in Mission is 
grateful to those who signed up to be 
Ambassadors for this life affirming 
call: Altoona District: Pastor Jason 
Schwartzman; Harrisburg District: 
Russell Goodman and Carol Evertts; 
Lewisburg District: Rev. Strother Gross; 
Scranton-Wilkes-Barre District: Pastor 
Fred Snyder and Pastor T.J. McCabe; 
York District: Larry Speer, Rev. Richard 
Bowers, and Pastor Lourdes Stevens. Yet 
in a conference that has more than 900 
churches, we need more Ambassadors to 
raise awareness, educate, and provide 
leadership to raise funds for BPIM. We 
are actively searching for lay and clergy 
members who will step up for this cause. 
Education, training, and resources will 
be provided.

If you are interested or for more 
information, please contact BPIM Field 
Coordinator, Dr. Dilip Abayasekara at 
717-766-7441, ext. 3108 or by email at 
DAbayasekara@susumc.org.

Interested in saving lives 
and restoring hope?  
Bishops Partners in 

Mission is  
recruiting ambassadors

Due to renovations in the conference office and the re-location of 
Discovery Place, we will be closed for the month of March. 

All requests for materials needed by April 15 should be sent to us by  
February 28, 2017. Please return materials due in March as you finish with them.  

We are sorry for the inconvenience and appreciate your patience 
and understanding. Thank you!

Joni Robison
discovery@susumc.org 

717-766-7968 or 800-682-2615

PLEASE NOTE
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Visit the Susquehanna Conference Web site at www.susumc.org

By Frank Ready, Center Daily Times

On Sunday morning, Pastor Chris Passante made 
the rounds at Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Bellefonte.

He paused to extend a warm welcome to each of the 
visiting parishioners, receiving in return what had to 
be some very cold handshakes.

Passante said that a typical Sunday service usually 
packs in about 70 bodies or so into the pews, but 
he was concerned that the low temperatures might 
keep his flock at bay — even on the church’s 200th 
anniversary.

Fortunately attendance wasn’t a prerequisite for 
someone — anyone — to claim a stake of ownership 
in the festivities.

“We celebrate as a family but we also celebrate as a 
community outside these walls,” Passante.

That celebration will continue all year long, 
earmarked by a revival of the “Trinity’s Got Talent” 
show, an outdoor concert by Bellefonte Community 
Band and a service with Bishop Jeremiah Park in 
December.

Sunday, however, was all about the service.
“On a day like today it’s time to reflect and think 

about how good God has been to us,” Passante said.

Mrs. Isabelle (Troup) Bailey, of The 
Manor at Penn Village, Selinsgrove, 
Pa., died Saturday, December 3, 2016. 
She was the widow of Rev. Charles A. 
Bailey. Interment was at the convenience 
of the family. 

Mrs. Virginia Lee (Haire) Cloer, of 
Whitetail Road, Statesville, N.C., died 
December 19, 2016, in Forsyth Medical 
Center, Winston-Salem, N.C. Among 
her survivors is her husband, Rev. 
James E. Cloer. Graveside services were 
held Thursday, December 22, 2016, in 
Mt. Zion Wesleyan Church Cemetery, 
Thomasville, N.C.

Rev. Margaret L. Reid, Retired, of Maple 
Grove Lane, Tunkhannock, Pa., died 
Monday, November 21, 2016. She was 
the widow of Rev. William W. Reid. 
Memorial services were held Saturday, 
November 26, 2016, in Tunkhannock 
United Methodist Church, Tunkhannock, Pa.

Rev. Robert C. Trego Sr., Retired, of West 
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, Pa., died 
Monday January 9, 2017, in Middletown 
Home. Among his survivors are his 
wife, C. Louise (Cook) Trego, and son 
Rev. Robert C. Trego Jr. Private family 
services were held at the convenience of 
the family.

Rev. Donald L. Winstead, Retired, of Park 
Boulevard, Altoona, Pa., died Friday, 
January 6, 2017, in Altoona Center for 
Nursing Care. Among his survivors is his 
wife, Joanne Yvonne (Henry) Winstead. 
A private memorial service was held 
Wednesday, January 11, 2017, in Mauk 
and Yates Funeral Home, Altoona, 
Pa. Interment was in Alto Reste Park 
Cemetery, Altoona, Pa.

Do you know about  

QuikLINK?
QuikLINK is a regular e-mail 

broadcast service for clergy and 
laypersons of the Susquehanna  

Conference that highlights  
breaking conference-related news, 

events, job and classified
postings, and more. 

__________________________

Get Connected • Join QuikLINK
__________________________ 

If you would like to subscribe 
to this FREE service or 
post a message, email  
quiklink@susumc.org

On to Glory

In the November issue of 
Susquehanna LINK, the name and 

photo of Pastor Bruce E. Gowe was 
inadvertently omitted. As a young 

adult, Bruce was elected to the 
Rules Committee of the Northeast 

Jurisdiction.  
 

We apologize for this omission. 
   - Editor
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Pastor Bruce E. Gowe

Parishioners sing during a service celebrating the 200th anniversary of Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Bellefonte on Sunday.

PHOTO BY: PHOEBE SHEEHAN

This was hardly their first 
opportunity. The congregation was 
founded in 1817, but according to 
Passante, the physical church didn’t 
come along until 1875.

Betty Kantner has been attending 
the church almost her entire life aside 
from a brief intermission for college.

“I can sit in church and I can name 
everybody in the church,” Kantner 
said.

A big part of what keeps her 
coming back is the sense of warmth 
and camaraderie she feels among the 
other parishioners.

“It’s my church home. I love it 
here,” Kantner said.

The concept of home was crucial 
to the sermon delivered by the Rev. 
Lori Steffensen, the superintendent of 
the State College District of the UMC 
Susquehanna Conference.

Steffensen said that Trinity’s 
longevity over the past two centuries 
was an amazing accomplishment.

“I won’t be here when you celebrate 
300, but I know the church will be,” 
Steffensen said.

To view more photos go to:  
http://tinyurl.com/trinityumc-200yrs
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www.facebook.com/susumc

find us on

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

Check us out on Facebook for the latest news, 
resources, classifieds, events, and more ... 

We’re using social media to engage and equip 
the local church in making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.

Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist Church 
303 Mulberry Drive 

Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3179 
Phone: 717-766-7441     Toll-free: 800-874-8474     Fax: 717-766-5976

E-mail: link@susumc.org 
www.susumc.org
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Susquehanna Annual Conference 
2017 - 2020

 This phrase reflects what a connectional church such as ours is all about. It affirms and 
celebrates the stronger and bigger mission and ministry we can accomplish as a connectional 
church. It also points to the mandate of unity for Christian witness as it sums up the spirit and 
the focus of Jesus’ prayer for the oneness of his disciples. In the Gospel of John chapter 17, 

Jesus repeats these words of prayer: “They may be one as we are one.”

Prayer connects the people of faith to God’s way and God’s future. Prayer is an unequivocal 
expression of faith that, no matter what we go through, we put our trust in God  

and we know that God is in charge. As we face the unprecedented challenge of the unity 
of our church, we are to rely on God for a breakthrough by the gift and power of prayer more 

than anything else.

In sync with the ardent prayer of Jesus for oneness,  
each year we will lift up a prayer that we offer at the Lord’s Table as a theme:

            2017 - “Better Together: Make Us One”
            2018 - “Better Together: One with Christ”

            2019 - “Better Together: One with Each Other”
            2020 - “Better Together: One in Ministry to All the World”   

I ask you to begin your prayers for our holy conferencing to be held 

May 4 - 6, 2017 at the Hershey Lodge and Conference Center.  
I believe that God has plans to give our church hope and a future. I am already beginning to 

excitingly anticipate what God has in store for the Susquehanna Annual Conference.

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in God, so that we may  
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)

 
With You in Christ’s Ministry,

Bishop Jeremiah J. Park


