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Young
people
empowered
by sharing
struggles
“Because of my experience
[at the rally], I will try to
bring more of my church
experiences to school.”
- Youth participant in #thestruggleisreal
PHOTO:

Over 170 young people (and 80-plus-young-at-heart) participated in #thestruggleisreal rallies across the Susquehanna Conference in
recent months to acknowledge and talk about their struggles, and find hope in shared experiences and the power of Christ.
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Discipleship exec: ‘Stop fixing churches’

T

By Heather Hahn, UMNS

he top executive of Discipleship
Ministries has a message for a
denomination struggling with
dwindling numbers in the U.S.
“Let’s stop fixing churches and start
seeing the people Christ called us to
reach.”
The Rev. Junius B. Dotson made that
declaration to the Discipleship Ministries
board as he laid out his agency’s disciplemaking strategies for the multinational
United Methodist Church. The board met
March 15-17 at the agency’s office in
Nashville.
At General Conference 2016, church
leaders announced the denomination’s
goal to make 1 million new disciples in
the next four years. Dotson explained
how his agency, which is responsible for
supporting local churches and annual
conferences in disciple-making, plans to
help United Methodists reach that goal.
The intent, he said, is “not to save or to
preserve an institution but for the sake of
living out one of our scriptural values —
it’s called the Great Commission.”
In Matthew 28: 19-20, Christ
commissions his followers to “go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you.”
The United Methodist Church has
struggled to fulfill that commission.
While the denomination has grown
globally, particularly in Africa, it has
seen overall U.S. membership and

worship attendance slide for decades.
“We have tried to reverse this decline
by trying to offering technical fixes,”
Dotson said, “tinkering with our worship
services, collecting huge amounts of
data, tinkering with metrics and then
when the metrics didn’t fit the picture we
wanted, we readjusted the metrics.”
United Methodists, he warned, “can’t
program our way back to vitality; there is
no quick fix.”
However, they can reframe the
conversation from preserving an
institution to reaching people for Jesus.
To that end, Dotson and other staff at
Discipleship Ministries, after prayer and
in consultation with church leaders, have
developed the following three strategic
priorities:
• Improving discipleship-making
systems in local churches
• Increasing engagement with people
outside the church who claim “no
religious preference” and consider
church irrelevant
• Rescourcing new ministry
development in central conferences,
United Methodist regions in Africa,
Asia and Europe
As part of these priorities, the agency
expects to revamp its training. It plans to
develop resources that respond directly
to local church needs and build twoyear covenant partnerships with annual
conferences for training and supporting
local church leaders. The agency also
plans to continue its work through Path1
New Church Starts, the division that
works across the denomination to help
foster new faith communities. It also

plans to develop messages that explain
the “why” of disciple-making.
Discipleship Ministries board members
responded to Dotson’s address with a
standing ovation and enthusiastic talk
about how they could help the agency
carry out its strategies.
“This is what I’ve been hoping for,”
said the Rev. Piula E. Ala’ilima, pastor
of the multi-ethnic Wesley United
Methodist Church in Honolulu. He saw
the strategies as empowering people
in local churches in the journey of
discipleship.

“I believe that when we make this shift
from fixing churches to intentional
discipleship that our denomination
will be on a path that is futurefocused and mission-driven”
—Rev. Junius B. Dotson
“To me, everything begins in the local
church because I believe in indigenous
wisdom on structure, on direction,”
he said. “That way we have everyone
involved.”
Ann Peat, a member of Church of the
Master United Methodist in Westerville,
Ohio, said she has seen pastors who
saw their roles mostly as marrying and
burying people already involved in the
faith community. She hopes Discipleship
Ministries can help pastors help grow
the church and empower laity to be
evangelists.
Toward the end of the board meeting,

Zimbabwe Area Bishop Eben K.
Nhiwatiwa led his fellow board members
in praying for Dotson and the agency’s
work ahead. In his prayer, he described
disciple-making as the “way forward” for
the church.
Nhiwatiwa serves on the
denomination’s Commission on a Way
Forward, which has the responsibility
of fostering church unity amid deep
divisions on homosexuality. Some
leaders have raised doubts that the
denomination can stay together.
However, the bishop disputed such
pessimism.
“The people here are full of hope; they
are planning for the future,” Nhiwatiwa
told United Methodist News Service.
“That’s why I said in my prayer, ‘Oh
God, may you make us see the way of
hope is here — making disciples of Jesus
Christ through The United Methodist
Church.’”
Dotson, who came to Discipleship
Ministries with experience as a multicampus church pastor and as a church
planter, continually spoke of his hope for
the people called United Methodist.
“I believe that when we make this
shift from fixing churches to intentional
discipleship that our denomination will
be on a path that is future-focused and
mission-driven,” he said at the end of his
address.
“I refuse to believe that our church
cannot rise to the challenges confronting
us today.”
Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for
United Methodist News Service.
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A New Pathway to Complete Your MDiv...Your Way

Your life is full…work, family, church. And now a
call to ministry. It is possible…with Wesley’s new
five-year, part-time Master of Divinity program
that you can do in intensive week-long classes,
weekends, weeknights, and online.
• Spread the degree over 5 years
• Access the same world-class Wesley faculty
• Scholarships are available

Only at Wesley
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• A flexible academic plan to fit your busy
schedule

for more

Learn more at wesleyseminary.edu/susc01

information
wesleyseminary.edu/susc01

Wesley Theological Seminary | 4500 Massachusetts Avenue, NW | Washington, DC 20016

202-885-8659
admissions@wesleyseminary.edu
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For the latest news and event info visit the Susquehanna Conference Web site at www.susumc.org
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Making a Sustained Difference:
Youth Service Fund

By Audrey Wilder
Director of Young People’s Ministries
Every year, United Methodist youth
from around the world join their
donations together and raise thousands of
dollars for the Youth Service Fund. The
youth of the Susquehanna Conference
work hard to contribute to the ministry
of the Youth Service Fund through
fundraisers at Annual Conference. In
the last quadrennium, the Susquehanna
youth raised $25,981.13 for Youth
Service Fund. A majority of those funds
were dispersed to churches and UM
non-profits within the Susquehanna
Conference. A portion of the funds raised
was given to the National YSF to be used
for granting across the denomination. All
YSF grants, both within the conference
and within the denomination, are gifted
to ministries that are youth led and
primarily benefit youth.
At Annual Conference 2017 the youth
will be offering a variety of fundraising
options. Please consider supporting
one of these wonderful fundraising
opportunities. If you are unable to
attend Annual Conference, donations
to the Youth Service Fund are always
appreciated.
• Annual Conference Workbook In case you forget to pack yours,
a limited number of printed
workbooks will be available at
Annual Conference for $11.
• Clergy versus Laity Challenge Show somebody some love; drop
money into the bucket of the group
you want to support. For every $100
in their bucket, either the clergy
or the laity will earn ten points.
The group with the most points by
11 a.m. Saturday morning will be
deemed YSF champions, and either
Rev. Beth Jones or John Konieczny
will be crowned accordingly.
• Photo Center - If you want to be

silly with friends or get a group
picture, be sure to sign up for a spot
at our photo center all day on Friday.
Our professional photographer will
be happy to accommodate groups of
any size.
• Charging Station - Long sessions,
short battery life, or lost power cord
- we’ve got you covered. Check
your mobile device at the charging
station in the convention hall and
we will get you powered back up.
(Suggested donations, $5 per phone,
$10 per tablet/iPad, $20 per laptop)
• Gift Basket Silent Auction - Twenty
Baskets to choose from. Bidding
on gift baskets will be open from 9
a.m. Thursday until 9 a.m. Saturday.
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and
graduation theme baskets are just
a few of the twenty that will be
waiting to go home with you.
Fundraising is not the only way
in which youth of the Susquehanna
Conference are supporting YSF. In
February, a youth from our Young
People’s Ministry Council, Robbie
Jenkins, was elected to serve as the
Northeastern Jurisdictional Youth Service
Fund representative. Robbie will assist
and support conferences across our
jurisdiction in promoting awareness and
fundraising for YSF.
The Young People’s Ministry Council
distributed $6,674 in 2017 to the
following churches in our conference.
Applications for 2018 YSF grants
can be submitted online at www.
igniteyoungpeople.org. We will be
accepting applications April 1, 2017 October 31, 2017.
• First UMC, Millersburg: Youth
Mission Trip
• Fishburn UMC, Hershey: Youth
Ministry Renovations
• Emmanuel UMC, Clearfield: Youth
Group Development
• Lehman-Idetown UMC: Youth
Mission Trip
• Orbisonia UMC: Youth Mission Trip
• Northern Williamsport District:
Williamsport District Mini-Camp
• Trinity UMC, Hummelstown: Youth
Mission Trip
• Carlisle UMC: Youth Mission Trip
We thank you for your sustained effort
in making youth ministry happen around
the Susquehanna Conference and across
the denomination. Please help us reach
our goal of $7,500 for Youth Service
Fund at this year’s Annual Conference.
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CONFERENCE OFFERINGS
Memorial Service, Thursday, May 4, 2017

Mission Central (7050) is the place of miracles, now including 37 HUBS, connecting
God’s resources with human need through mission education, mission outreach, and
disaster response. Annually over $7-10 million worth of goods are distributed through
Mission Central, transforming over three million lives locally, nationally, and globally.
Your generous offering contributions make the daily operations possible.

Celebration of Ministry, Friday, May 5, 2017

The Seminary Debt Fund (7160) helps clergy, who are under appointment, with
their debts from their seminary education. Pastors often graduate from seminary with
upward of $25,000 of debt for their schooling (not counting debt for undergraduate
studies). This fund is designed to help those who are appointed in the Susquehanna
Conference pay off the seminary debt they accrued as they were getting the necessary
education to further their ministry among us in a timely manner.

Ordination Service, Saturday, May 6, 2017

Bishop’s Partners in Mission (7090) calls us to Imagine No Malaria and Imagine
No More Debt. One hundred percent of the proceeds from this fund go to Imagine No
Malaria (the UMC’s global campaign to fight malaria) and paying down the debt of
Mission Central so they can focus on their core mission of connecting God’s resources
with human need. Bishop Park is inviting individuals, congregations, and church groups
to join him to be Partners in Mission, committing to $100 or more a year. Whatever you
can give helps the lives of those locally and around the world. God is still calling us to
imagine great things, he is calling us to Imagine What We Can Do Together.
Please make checks payable to Susquehanna Conference and include your church number
and the advance number (listed after the name above) on the memo line of the check.

Christian Conferencing

Listed below are two examples of how Christians need to relate to one
another as we engage in serious dialogue, particularly over issues that often
divide us. In a world and in a time where the manner in which we address
one another is significant, it is critical that we in the church find ways to
dialogue with each other as people of faith.
Holy Conferencing Principles
• Every person is a child of God.
• Listen before speaking.
• Strive to understand from another’s point of view.
• Speak about issues, do not defame persons. Disagree without
being disagreeable.
• Pray, in silence or aloud, about decisions. Let prayer interrupt
your busy-ness.
• Strive to accurately reflect the views of others.

“Make an effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit
with the peace that ties you together.”
– Ephesians 4:3 CEB

“RESPECT” – Eric H. F. Law
Responsibility for what you say and feel without blaming others.
Empathetic listening
Sensitive to different communication styles
Ponder what you hear and feel before you speak
Examine your own assumptions and perceptions
Confidentiality when requested or appropriate
Tolerate ambiguity

Alive in Christ Together
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EDITORIAL

FROM WHERE I SIT

Are we in love with canal boats?

Mission amnesia

Walt Kallestad wrote a little book some time ago
called Entertainment Evangelism: Taking the Church
Public. If you find it somewhere, you might not be
able to put it down until you’ve finished reading it. Mr.
Kallestad quotes a letter written by Martin Van Buren,
governor of New York, to President Andrew Jackson in
the 1820s.
The canal system of this country is being threatened
by the speed of a new form of transportation known as
“railroads.” The federal government must preserve the
canals for the following reasons:
1. If the canal boats are supplanted by railroads,
serious unemployment will result. Captains,
cooks, drivers, hostelers, repairmen, and dock
tenders will be left without means of livelihood,
not to mention the numerous farmers now
employed in growing hay for the horses.
2. Boat builders would suffer and decline, whip and
harness makers would be left destitute.
3. Canal boats are absolutely essential to the defense
of the United States. In the event of unexpected
trouble with England, the Erie Canal would be
the only means by which we could ever move the
supplies so vital to waging modern war.
As you know, Mr. President, railroad carriages
are pulled at the enormous speed of fifteen miles per
hour by engines which, in addition to endangering
life and limb of passengers, roar and snort their way
throughout the countryside, setting fire to crops,
scaring livestock, and frightening women and children.
The Almighty certainly never intended that people
should travel at such breakneck speed.
While we must be sensitive to how people’s lives can
be disrupted by change, if we’d focused only on that in
our history, we’d still be using Mr. Van Buren’s canals.
Systematic and honest discovery of our “canal boats”
is key to our faithfulness in our mission of making
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.

REV. DR. TOM
SALSGIVER
Director of
Connectional
Ministries

I wonder if the churches of the
Susquehanna Conference would have a
mental examination, how would we do?
If the doctor checked our memory would
she find us lacking in remembering a few
things?
The doctor would probably find every
church’s memory good when the members
reflected on the “good old days” - when
our church was full. We would remember
the days of children’s classes over-flowing,
of full churches and times when everyone
could pray the Lord’s prayer, the Apostle’s
Creed, and even youth could name the books
of the Bible.
But if the doctor pushed the exam, would
she find that we have amnesia? I think the
doctor might diagnose many of our churches
with mission amnesia. In our remembering
the glorious past, would we be able to talk
about the reality that the church we attend
was started as a mission church? Would
we remember that the church we say we
(or our forebears) built was started because
there was a need to be in ministry to the
unchurched? Would we remember that most
every church was started because another
church said let’s start a new church in a
part of town where there isn’t an active
congregation and where people need to
know the saving power of Jesus Christ?
Would we remember that the mission
of making disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world was lived
out in active mission in starting schools,
universities, hospitals, and orphanages?
Would we remember that the DNA of the
United Methodist Church began, in part,
because John Wesley decided that he would
be “vile” if that’s what it would take to be in
ministry?
Would we remember that many of the
hymns we sing now were the tunes that
were made popular in bar rooms? Would
we remember that Wesley and his followers
were there when no one else would ride or
walk with criminals to the gallows, when

no one would visit in the prisons, when no
one else was in ministry with children, when
no one else would preach in a new way and
worship outside the church building, when
no one else cared about the working poor?
Mission amnesia is an illness that seems
to have gripped us. We forget that we who
call ourselves United Methodist were born
and grew as we reached beyond the four
walls of the church. We grew and flourished
because in our early history we dared to sing
songs that were popular — but not found in
churches. We grew because our members
were on fire for Jesus Christ and had a
passion for bringing their neighbors to a
saving relationship with Jesus Christ.
The beginning of all our churches came
about because of outreach and ministry to
those who did not know Jesus Christ. Each
of our churches were started by people with
an evangelistic zeal that said it is not about
us — but it is about those who are not yet
here.
The season of Easter is the season of
resurrection and new birth. The season of
Easter is the season when we rejoice in the
victory that God has won over death. This
season could also be the time when in new
birth we not only remember but live out
the life of mission. This season is a chance
for us to throw off the death of caring
only about ourselves and our building and
reclaim our mission for the least, the lost,
the lonely, and those who do not know Jesus
Christ.
I would hate for the epitaph on the
tombstone of our churches and our church
to say, “They died of Mission Amnesia –
they forgot who they were and Whose they
were.”
Easter is a time of re-birth. May our
churches experience a rebirth of reclaiming
our history, of throwing caution to the wind,
and start living and practicing what we
proclaim, that we are “to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.”

Commission on a Way Forward: about us
The Commission on a Way Forward
was proposed by the Council of Bishops
and approved by the 2016 General
Conference to do a complete examination
and possible revision of every paragraph
of the “Book of Discipline” concerning
human sexuality and explore options that
help to maintain and strengthen the unity
of the church.
Mission
The Commission will bring together
persons deeply committed to the
future(s) of The United Methodist
Church, with an openness to developing
new relationships with each other and
exploring the potential future(s) of
our denomination in light of General
Conference and subsequent Annual,
Jurisdictional, and Central Conference
actions. We have a profound hope and
confidence in the Triune God, and
yet we acknowledge that we do this
work in a climate of skepticism and
distrust, from a human point of view.
We are a connection, and we admit that
our communion is strained; yet much
transformative mission across our world
is the fruit of our collaboration. The
matters of human sexuality and unity
are the presenting issues for a deeper
conversation that surfaces different ways
of interpreting Scripture and theological
tradition. The work is meant to inform
deliberation across the whole church and
to help the Council of Bishops in their

service to the next General Conference in
finding a way forward.
Vision
The Commission will design a
way for being church that maximizes
the presence of a United Methodist
witness in as many places in the world
as possible, that allows for as much
contextual differentiation as possible, and
that balances an approach to different
theological understandings of human
sexuality with a desire for as much
unity as possible. This unity will not be
grounded in our conceptions of human
sexuality, but in our affirmation of the
Triune God who calls us to be a gracefilled and holy people in the Wesleyan
tradition.
Scope
We should be open to new ways of
embodying unity that move us beyond
where we are in the present impasse
and cycle of action and reaction around
ministry and human sexuality. Therefore,
we should consider new ways of being
in relationship across cultures and
jurisdictions, in understandings of
episcopacy, in contextual definitions
of autonomy for annual conferences,
and in the design and purpose of the
apportionment. In reflection on the two
matters of unity and human sexuality, we
will fulfill our directive by considering
“new forms and structures” of

relationship and through the “complete
examination and possible revision” of
relevant paragraphs in the “Book of
Discipline.” We will give consideration
to greater freedom and flexibility to a
future United Methodist Church that
will redefine our present connectionality,
which is showing signs of brokenness.
If we ignore this work, fracturing will
occur in more haphazard and even
self-interested ways across the church.
If we do this work only to address our
preferences and self-interest, we will
fail to place our complete trust in God’s
steadfast love and faithfulness. If we
do this work with complete surrender
to God’s unlimited imagination and
kingdom purposes, we will be blessed
beyond our limited human imagination.
God remains God; God is with us; God
will never let us go. To God be the glory!
Accountability Covenant
What are the covenantal practices that
are so essential to our work together that
we must perform them with excellence in
order to fulfill our mission?
We covenant to pray for one another,
for the Commission, for the United
Methodist Church, for the mission of
Christ, and for a way forward together.
We covenant to attend all meetings
unless unexpected urgencies prevent
us, to prepare adequately for meetings
by reading assigned books or papers, to
stay engaged and focused, to participate

actively in learning experiences and
conversations, and to follow through
with any assignments or projects that
we agree to accept. We will offer our
best and highest to the work of the
Commission as servants of Christ and
leaders of the church.
We covenant to treat one another with
respect, to assume the best in others, to
represent one another in the best possible
light, to speak the truth with love, and to
practice and expect trustworthiness. We
will each do our part to offer grace, to
create an atmosphere of hospitality, and
to moderate our anxiety through mutual
encouragement, good humor, and with
genuine love for one another.
We covenant to listen actively to
others, to seek first to understand rather
than to be understood, to ask for clarity
or help from others, to remain attentive
to cultural, language, and contextual
diversity, to be patient with one another,
and to foster hopefulness and mutual
encouragement.
We covenant to maintain strict
confidentiality, and so we will avoid
inappropriate sharing of personal
information, stories, or perspectives of
other members without their consent. We
will not share information about the work
of the Commission that the Commission
or its moderators have not granted
permission for release.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Connect with the Susquehanna Conference on Facebook. www.facebook.com/susumc
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Carlisle UMC asks “What if ...?”

C

arlisle United Methodist Church
was created in 2014 from three
United Methodist congregations
– Grace, First, and Allison United
Methodist Churches. They created a new
church, top-to-bottom, different in every
way from any of the previous three. More
than a year ago they voted to purchase
land and build a new building. The sale
went through in the fall of 2016 with the
purchase of 25 acres of a 90-acre tract on
the east side of Carlisle.
The church is now in the midst of a
three-year capital campaign to add to
the $7 million on hand to follow God’s
vision. But it seems that vision is bigger
than they initially anticipated.
Jeff Barnes, a member of the church’s
leadership council and head of the building
team, suggested to Rev. Jim VanZandt
and others the idea of inviting a diverse
group of other non-profit organizations to
surround the new church in a community
campus setting committed to blessing
Carlisle and beyond. Well, that turned
into conversations, which turned into
meetings, which turned into presentations
to city and township officials, and the
whole project is now moving forward at
a tremendous pace.
They have a developer from the county
who is working to line up investors
and secure state grant monies for the
purchase of the remaining 65 acres,
plus construct roads and extend utilities.
Eleven organizations have shown great

interest in joining the project. One has
given permission to be named thus far:
Leg Up Farm from Mount Wolf, Pa., a
non-profit therapy center in York County
for children and youth with special needs.
The other organizations include a K-12
Christian school, an agricultural job
creation center, an emergency housing
center for women and children, a low
income medical center, and a life care
facility for the elderly.
“We either have, or will be, developing
partnering
relationships
with
the
organizations who will eventually be
surrounding us,” said VanZandt. Partnering
would mean that they help with the costs of
some shared facility construction - i.e. the
school builds a softball field and the church
builds a soccer field, yet both have use of
each facility. The organizations would also
get a built-in volunteer pool of church
people and possible financial operating
cost support through Carlisle UMC’s
missions budget.
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“What if...?”

“The idea is that we are all working
together in mission and ministry to
achieve goals none of us could do alone.
By co-locating, it’s a win-win-win for
the community, the church, and the nonprofits involved.”
The current schedule has Carlisle UMC

worshipping in their new facility in the fall
of 2019. The building of the surrounding
organizations would follow.
“We thought God wanted a church, it
seems God wants more. What began as 25
acres grew to 90 acres of blessing.”

Visit www.carlislepaumc.org
for more information.

Alive in Christ Together
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Gethsemane UM youth go homeless to help others

E

By Steve Shadeck
ach year on the last Saturday in
October, the youth of Gethsemane
United Methodist Church in
Allport, State College District, become
homeless for one night.
The youth assemble cardboard boxes
using paint, duct tape, and a little string,
then they sleep in them overnight. This
is the thirteenth year the youth group has
done this fundraiser.
Gethsemane sponsors a dinner on the
same night as the sleep out, and as folks
pull into the parking lot, the youth collect
funds to help with a different need each
year. They have given to the women’s
shelter in Clearfield, the men’s shelter,
and Operation Christmas Child. The
youth have also given to Tomorrow’s
Hope Center for Veterans and many other
groups in need.
The amount of money raised is
somewhat dependent upon the weather.
One year it was sixty degrees and clear,
another year it was fifteen degrees with
six inches of snow. They never cancel the
event.
Approximately eight hundred people
drive through the church parking lot
the night of the event. Everyone is
supportive of the youth. People will
donate and talk to the youth. Some even
get out to examine Box City.
After the church dinner is over, the

youth will go to the church social hall to
get something to eat, then they will clean
up from the large dinner event. They will
then go back outside to sit by a fire and
talk about the cause they are donating to
and how God wants them to serve. They
then crawl into their boxes for the night.
Since they are supposed to be homeless
with no possessions, there are no cell
phones or electronics allowed.
With all of the flooding going on,
especially in the Allport area, this year,
the youth group is collecting money and
supplies for flood buckets. Clearfield
is still recovering from the June flood.
Northern West Virginia was hit very hard
with floods in June. Connellsville, Pa.,
was also hit hard by flooding in July.
Connellsville is especially in the minds
of the youth, since they were just there in
June for their annual youth mission trip,
so the flood buckets are in great need at
this time.
We can be very proud of Gethsemane’s
youth. Not only do they do the annual
box sleep out, but they are also very
active in the church’s annual mission trip,
30-Hour Famine, Operation Christmas
Child, and many other ministries.
As always, the youth do these things
not just to help others but to show them
God is there for them and that he loves
them. The youth also see and feel God’s
great power and love as they serve.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GETHSEMANE UMC YOUTH

What’s all the buzz about?
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Clockwise from top: Old Stone Church in Berwick was rededicated after being restored.
Dr. Milton Loyer portrayed Bishop Thomas Bowman. A formal dedication was held in
Old Stone Church. Ms. Margaret Livsey offered remarks on behalf of First UMC Berwick.

Old Stone Church rededicated

O

By Rev. Brand Eaton

ld Stone Church, Berwick,
the oldest Methodist church
building on the north branch of
the Susquehanna River, was rededicated
at services held September 18, 2016,
following extensive restoration work.
Old Stone Church is one of nineteen
historic sites recognized by the
Susquehanna Conference Commission
on Archives and History as significant
to the development of The United
Methodist Church within the bounds of
our annual conference.
Under the leadership of the trustees
of First United Methodist Church
in Berwick, a restoration plan was
developed and executed along with the
support of the Conference Commission
on Archives and History. That work was
completed during the spring and summer
of 2016.
Rededication festivities began with a
celebration of the history of Old Stone
Church during morning worship at First
United Methodist Church in Berwick.

The celebration included a portrayal of
Bishop Thomas Bowman by conference
archivist Dr. Milton Loyer. Bishop
Bowman’s ancestors, Christian and
Thomas Bowman, were instrumental in
the establishment of a Methodist society
in Briar Creek (now Berwick) in the late
18th century. This early Methodist society
developed into the Old Stone Church
congregation and the construction of the
church building in 1808.
Following morning worship and a
luncheon at First Church, the formal
rededication was held in the afternoon
at Old Stone Church, under the
sponsorship of the Historical Society of
the Susquehanna Conference. Lewisburg
District Superintendent Rev. Larry
Leland offered the Dedicatory Address,
with a Litany of Rededication led by Dr.
Loyer as Bishop Bowman. Additional
remarks were offered by Dr. John Piper,
Chair of the Conference Commission
on Archives and History, and by Ms.
Margaret Livsey on behalf of the trustees
of First United Methodist Church,
Berwick.

“ALL the BUZZ” was the title
of the Children’s Department 2016
Spring Mission Project at Bethany
United Methodist Church in Red Lion,
Pennsylvania.
Inspired by the Bible verse Ezekiel
20:6, “… I would bring them out of
Egypt into a land I had searched out
for them, a land flowing with milk and
honey, the most beautiful of all lands,”
the goal of the mission project was to
purchase honeybees and a goat ($150 for
both) for a needy family through Heifer
International.
Children collected their change
(Chores for Change) for six Sundays. A
bake sale with silent auction items and a
children’s book exchange took place on
Mother’s Day. They raised $1,500, ten
times their original goal, to purchase six
gifts of honeybees and eleven goats for
families in need.
So richly blessed us, they consider it
an honor to be able to share their good
fortune with others who are struggling,
and are praying that their gifts will
help to supply
nourishment
and a
sustainable
future for the
families that
received them.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BETHANY UMC, RED LION
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Approximately 150 people gathered for “Dinner Church,” a worship service centered
around a shared meal, at Linglestown Life in Harrisburg, on Maundy Thursday in 2016.

“Dinner Church” bridges traditions

T

By Rev. Adam Estep
Deacon, Linglestown Life

here has been a growing
phenomenon around various
churches, especially in urban areas,
called “Dinner Church.” The idea bridges
two long-held church traditions: eating
a meal and worship. As Linglestown
Life, a United Methodist congregation
in Harrisburg, has experienced some
growth in the worship services, we have
contemplated various ideas to offer other
opportunities, including experimenting
with a Thursday evening summer worship
series for a time.
So as I learned more about this idea
of Dinner Church, I found it appealing
as way to offer a new worship option.
Dinner Church depends on a shared
responsibility in which the attendees
share in the process of putting it together,
from preparing food, to setting up and
tearing down. Additionally, it could
also offer a way for families to worship
together without worrying about
disruptions or noise. After all, dinners are
rarely quiet.
Along with lead pastor George
Reynolds and the worship and arts
director Matt Estep, we discussed
how this idea might work. We thought
Maundy Thursday 2016 would be a
great opportunity to do it, focused on
remembering the Lord’s Last Supper. So
that’s what we did.
We had a volunteer crew put together
the main course of pork shoulder
sandwiches and larger sides. We
invited attendees to bring a side-dish of
vegetables or fruit to ensure variety.
The room was set up with a space in
the middle for Pastor George to present
the message in parts throughout the
dinner, with tables branching out from
the middle like the spokes of a wheel. We
tried to arrange the room so no one had
to turn their backs to see Pastor George.
Food was placed on round tables in the
corners of the room. We used dinner rolls
as our bread for communion, and these
were placed at each place setting ahead
of time. We instructed people as they
arrived and took their seats to not eat the
bread until instructed.
We used rectangular tables, as table
discussion is a main element for dinner
church. This also meant we needed to
take special care in the seating of people
as they arrived. People were directed to
seats to ensure they sat close together
and filled in every spot from the middle
out. Otherwise, seating would not have
been sufficient and discussion would
be affected with pockets of people
throughout the room.
We opened with a welcome,
instructions, and grace. Then we started
eating. We broke the message into

three parts, no longer than five to seven
minutes each. After each part of the
teaching there was always a participatory
element for the congregation, from
discussions to congregational singing to
communion. The singing, however, we
left toward the latter half of the service to
avoid trying to sing with full mouths.
The results were overwhelming. After
the first week of asking for RSVPs,
about two and a half weeks away from
Maundy Thursday, we had about forty
people respond. We added more than a
hundred RSVPs the following week. We
were now up to about 150 people. It was
quite the affirmation. We adjusted our
plans at the last minute for spacing, as
we expected many more people than we
had anticipated.
Attendees, by and large, warmly
received the worship service and enjoyed
experiencing Maundy Thursday in such a
unique manner. Most everyone brought a
side-dish along to share.
We learned a few things from the
experience. The church providing the
main dish and a few organized sides was
definitely a plus. Many stayed afterward
to help break the room down and prepare
it for Easter. This was definitely a
blessing.
Further, children can only sit still
for so long, and eating can be one way
to make that happen, so utilize that
down time as much as possible for the
message. Also, the main facilitator for
the evening should eat before the event.
Finally, communication is crucial.
Hospitality persons need to know their
role clearly. Are they there just to greet?
Do they need to assist in seating? Are
there enough hospitality volunteers there
to ensure each person receives what they
need as they arrive? When people arrive,
where do they put the food? Where can
they sit? What is expected? All of those
logistics need to be determined ahead
of time and communicated clearly so
everyone knows their role.
We considered the event a success.
People experienced something new, and
it was a blessing to be a part of it and
see people interacting. So we planned
a couple more. Our summer Dinner
Church was focused on artwork for all
ages, and we had another dinner before
Advent where participants could make an
Advent wreath.
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Continue your mission

ount Wolf resident Sue Hershey
has a special connection with
Normandie Ridge Senior Living
Community in York. Sue’s parents, Jesse
and Shirley Newcomer, moved into a
cottage at Normandie Ridge in 1994. They
wanted to make a difference in the lives
of other residents and chose to dedicate
much of their time volunteering. They
were active members of the Normandie
Ridge Auxiliary, an organization formed
in 1993 with the purpose of enhancing
the lives of residents. The Newcomers
regularly participated in fundraising
events including Grande Illumination,
an annual event that brings glowing
lights to the campus every December in
remembrance, appreciation, and honor of
each donor’s loved ones.
Grande Illumination started in 1997 and
brings 1,000 luminaries to the campus,
placed along the roads and walkways of
the community and lit at dusk on three
nights. The luminaries are sponsored
through monetary gifts by residents and
community members. Proceeds from the
event are used to provide care for residents
who have outlived their financial means
and through no fault of their own, need
assistance to pay for necessities including
food, housing and medicine. Beginning
with that very first Grande Illumination,
Jesse and Shirley volunteered to light
the luminaries on Christmas Eve. They
chose to volunteer when many others are
busy with last-minute preparations for
the holiday, such as wrapping gifts and
preparing meals, knowing the warm glow
of the luminaries brings cheer to residents
on this special night. They recruited
their four children, including Sue, and
other family members to assist with the
lighting.
Jesse died in 2004 and Shirley

continued to gather family for this labor
of love. After Shirley’s death in 2012, Sue
polled the family and they decided to keep
the tradition going. Each year, Sue invites
her extended family and members of her
church family to light the luminaries on
Christmas Eve. “Our parents were really
passionate about living at Normandie
Ridge,” Sue said. “They loved knowing
they could depend on getting the quality
care they needed. We knew they would
want us to keep volunteering, so we
continue the tradition in their honor.”
The large group of volunteers that Sue
assembles gets the job done quickly.
This year, the family received help
from Otterbein UMC, Mount Wolf.
“My parents always volunteered as an
act of generosity, knowing the residents
love to see the luminaries light up the
campus at night,” said Sue. “We now
have grandchildren helping! In 2016, we
had 26 people help. My favorite thing is
the camaraderie it takes to complete the
job and the feeling of joy when residents
open their doors and thank us for lighting
the luminaries.”
Sue Hershey is a shining example
of being called to serve, and Albright
is proud that she is part of our family.
Albright, celebrating 100 years of service
to the Susquehanna Valley, invites you
to continue your mission by joining us
at one of our six locations. Visit www.
albrightcare.org for information on
senior living, day programs, giving or
volunteering.

Connect with the Susquehanna Conference at www.facebook.com/susumc
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Golden Cross
Offering

Support the Health and Welfare of Those
in Our Benevolent Homes—Say What??
Jane depends on financial help from the benevolent care fund to supplement her monthly fees, allowing her to remain living in her apartment.
She has lived there for four years and has nowhere else to go. Johnny learned how to work on a team with his classmates and has begun to trust others
to help him when he asks. Sue misses her children who live in another state and aren’t able to visit often. She is grateful for the companionship of her
neighbors who eat dinner with her each evening. Madison feels safe when she goes to bed at night, knowing there is a youth care specialist nearby.
All of this is possible because of your generous support!
Please help us continue to make a difference in the lives of the young and the old—your friends and neighbors.

Say What?? Say Yes to giving to the Golden Cross Offering.

If your church receives this special offering, please make your gift at that time. If it does not, please make your check out to: Susquehanna Conference,
with Golden Cross Offering in the memo line, and mail it to: Finance Office, 303 Mulberry Dr., Ste. 500, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050.

United Methodist Home for Children

Quincy Village

Bethany Village

RiverWoods Senior Living Community

umhcservices.org

bethanyvillage.org

Normandie Ridge Senior Living Community
NormandieRidge.org

quincyvillage.org
RiverWoods.org

United Methodist Homes Wesley Village Campus
Unitedmethodisthomes.org/location/Wesley-village-campus

Mental Health First Aid training

O

n Saturday, February 11, 2017,
Aldersgate United Methodist
Church in York, Pa., hosted a Youth
Mental Health First Aid training presented
by the Mental Wellness Awareness
Association’s nationally certified
instructors. This 8-hour training was
provided at no-cost for United Methodists
through offerings received from the
churches of the Susquehanna Conference.
Seventeen individuals who attended the
training are now nationally certified as
Youth Mental Health First Aiders for three
years. They are educated and ready to assist
a young person who may be struggling
with a mental health and/or substance use
problem.
Continuing education credits are
provided for United Methodist pastors,
licensed social workers, family therapists,
professional counselors, marriage
therapists, emergency medical service
personnel, human resource professionals,
PA certification board individuals, and
school teachers under Act 48 with approval
by their district superintendent.
One participant at the Aldersgate
YMHFA training noted it was one of the
best continuing education courses they
had ever attended and was grateful for the
clear, concrete skills and knowledge they
received to help others.
Mental Health First Aid originated in
Australia and was brought to the United
States in 2008. Sharon Engdahl, a United
Methodist church member, was one of the
first 100 instructors trained in the United
States. She subsequently founded the
Mental Wellness Awareness Association
Inc., and approached the Mental Health
Ministries Committee of the Susquehanna
Conference to provide Mental Health First
Aid classes.

Mental Health First Aid USA now has
over 8,000 instructors and these instructors
have trained nearly one million people as
Mental Health First Aiders. This program
is listed in the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration’s National
Registry of Evidence-based Programs and
Practices. Since 2009 numerous churches
throughout the conference have hosted
these classes. Participants:
• Learn mental health problems are
medical conditions that need early
medical treatment;
• Grow their knowledge of signs,
symptoms and risk factors of mental
illnesses and addictions;
• Can identify multiple types of
professional and self-help resources
for individuals with a mental health or
addiction problem;
• Increase their confidence in and
likelihood to help an individual in
distress;
• Show increased mental wellness
themselves.
“We must remember effective
churches don’t simply meet the spiritual
needs of their congregants, but also the
psychological, social, and physical needs,”
said Engdahl.
If you’re interested in hosting this
training for your staff, volunteers, and
community, contact the Mental Wellness
Awareness Association at their website,
www.mentalwellnessawareness.org, via
e-mail at mwaa@mentalwellnessawareness.
org or by phone at 717-957-3432.
May is Mental Health Month. Encourage
your church to support the Mental Health
Ministries’ Mental Health First Aid
program by designating a Sunday offering
under Advance #4050.

Become a DISCIPLE IN MISSION - www.missioncentral.org “How You Can Help”
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Transforming the world ... one meal at a time

T

By Ashley Brooks

he small congregation of Waverly
UMC, located in Waverly
Township, north of Scranton,
discerned a vision of “transforming
the world, one meal at a time.” Having
already been involved with their local
food pantry and having held community
dinners, the realization came that
growing food would be the next step
in living out their vision. According
to Rev. Michelle Whitlock, pastor of
Waverly UMC, her thought was that
this would also be a way to engage
the community and build relationships
with the volunteers as the community
worked together to feed the community.
So in 2015, they applied for the Parish
Development Grant, a conference grant,
and were granted the money for 2016
to build their community garden. Area
businesses also made donations.
Construction of the garden began
last spring behind the church building.
Trustees built a fence and top soil
was brought in. Dave and June White,
members of Waverly UMC and avid
gardeners, “took the lead in planning the
plants and caring for the garden,” said
Rev. Whitlock. On the day of planting,
a Saturday weekend a week before
Memorial Day weekend, 50 people from
the church and community participated
in planting as well as packing meals for
Stop Hunger Now. “For a church who
averages 20-25 on Sunday morning, this
was an exciting day!” exclaimed Rev.
Whitlock. This also helped spread the
word that volunteers were needed to help
care for the garden.
All ages were encouraged
to participate. “We encourage
intergenerational ministry and welcome
all ages to participate in whatever way
they are able. We had preschoolers
watering and picking tomatoes last
year. Older folks helped with meals to
support the ministry or delivered veggies
to area ministries,” said Rev. Whitlock.
Children from the after-school program
at the Waverly Community House, which
is a community center that’s located
on the square across from the church,

Authentic Space is a video resource created
by the Young People’s Ministry to equip local
congregations to engage young adults in
meaningful conversation and inspire faithful
young adult ministry.
Find it at www.igniteyoungpeople.org

helped by weeding, harvesting, and
making scarecrows. Beth Kostelnick,
a member of the church and one of the
volunteers, told The Abington Suburban,
“The community garden was amazing
and very successful. People came to the
garden and interacted with each other.
Vegetables were harvested well into
October. They were organically grown
with no chemicals used. Everyone who
helped with the garden added their hand
prints to a sign for the garden. The hands
were turned into butterflies, lady bugs,
and birds. I have a therapy service dog
named Story. Everyone loves her. She
put her footprint on the sign.” Some
of the produce harvested were beans,
zucchini, tomatoes, and peppers.
After harvesting and cleaning the
vegetables, they were donated to
Keystone Rescue Mission Alliance, the
Women’s Resource Center, food pantries,
and senior centers. The vegetables were
also available to families by stopping by
the church, free of charge. “Here’s the
catch … you don’t have to be in need
to pick up vegetables during our open
times. Anyone can pick up free veggies
(or make a donation), no questions
asked. We were aware that to build
relationships people needed to not feel

like the vegetables are a hand out, so
we are continuing to work against that,”
said Rev. Whitlock. She also said, “We
would be thrilled if the garden helped
bring the generations together to build
relationships and feed those in need.” The
mission of the community garden is “the
community working the ground to feed
the community,” stated Rev. Whitlock.
This year for those volunteers that
wish to help, but do not know how to
garden, the church plans to provide
basic training in watering. As the
season progresses, they will also mentor
weeders and harvesters in small groups.
A volunteer organizational meeting will
be held in early May.
According to Rev. Whitlock, they
would also like to get more children
involved. “We do not have a lot of kids
in our congregation. We plan to reach out
through the PTA at Waverly Elementary,
which is right around the corner. It would
be a blessing to invite teachers to bring
their classes to see the garden at the end
of the school year or to work the garden
in the fall. Parents also might want to
sign up their family for a few weeks of
volunteering as a summer project. We
will continue to build our relationship
with the Comm Kids after school
program, which has grown to include
activities throughout the year. I would
also like to reach out to home school
groups and other churches in the area.”
For this years’ garden, they’ve been
given use of the Waverly Community
House’s greenhouse, which is located
on township property. “The plan is to
start some plants in the greenhouse in
the coming weeks so they will be ready
for planting in May. We are using the
greenhouse for marigolds, and they’ll
be used as a border to help with organic
pest control,” said Rev. Whitlock. They
plan to add more onions, beets, potatoes,
more regular tomatoes and less cherry
tomatoes, but will not plant Swiss chard.
Their goal is to plant Saturday, May
20, followed by lunch, with a rain plan
of after church on Sunday, May 21,
followed by lunch.
You can follow updates about the
community garden by visiting their
Facebook page – facebook.com/
waverlygarden.

When you are finished reading Susquehanna
LINK, please give your copy to someone
else who might be interested.
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Celebrating United Methodist heritage
Heritage Sunday is designated by the
General Conference as a day for the
church to remember the pastor by
committing itself to the continuing call of
God. Heritage Sunday is to be observed
on April 23 (the date in 1968 of the church
union that created The United Methodist
Church) or the Sunday following that
date. The observance is under the general
supervision of the General Commission
on Archives and History.

D
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By Paula Sassaman

uncannon Otterbein United
Methodist Church celebrated
Heritage Sunday, April 24,
2016, with the theme “Pastors From the
Past.” Pastor Donald Littleton and three
men from the congregation portrayed
pioneers of our faith as they presented

biographical and spiritual talks on their
contributions to our faith.
As pictured in the photo (at left)
from left to right, Ronald C. L. Smith
portrayed Martin Boehm, Clark Shearer
portrayed Jacob Albright, D.J. Korlewitz
portrayed Philip William Otterbein, and
Pastor Donald Littleton was John Wesley.
Boehm, Albright, and Otterbein
represented our Evangelical United
Brethren Heritage, and Wesley told of
our Methodist beginnings and of the
merger of these two denominations
in 1968 to form the United Methodist
Church. The congregation sang three of
Charles Wesley’s hymns as a tribute to
our musical heritage.
Editor: How does your congregation
celebrate it’s heritage? Let us know at
link@susumc.org.

Bishop Park visits Children’s Home

U

nited Methodist Home for
Children President and CEO
Dan Brannen welcomed Bishop
Jeremiah J. Park, his assistant, Rev.
Gregory C. Myers, and the executive
director of Mission Central, Robert
Visscher, to the Children’s Home in late
January.
Bishop Park, who has been a strong
advocate for the Children’s Home, toured
the residential cottages, administrative
offices, and the recreation hall, which
was the original chapel when the campus
was built in the late 1920s.
While the delivery of child welfare
services has changed over the years, kids
living at UMHC still need safe housing,
healthy food, and a place to sleep. The
challenge has become meeting needs
that often far exceed those basics. It is
not unusual for young residents (ages
12-20) to have experienced some kind of
trauma, such as neglect or abuse. Most
kids require counseling, educational
support, life skills training, mental
and behavioral healthcare services,
and other intentional interventions to
support their recovery. After CEO Dan
Brannen explained how kids come to
be residents and how UMHC programs
and professional staff meet those needs,
the bishop said, “This place clearly

represents hope and healing to young
people in need of Christ’s love and
shelter. Even on such a cold day, I can
feel the warmth here.”
As part of the bishop’s ongoing efforts
to develop and build relationships
between Methodist institutions, UMHC
and Mission Central staff also explored
ways to bridge both ministries, such as
bringing young residents to Mission
Central to volunteer. UMHC and Mission
Central are located only a few miles
apart and already outreach whenever
opportunities arise. Rob Visscher,
executive director of Mission Central,
noted that, “Providing a home away from
home for people in need, regardless of
their age or the circumstances that caused
it, is an enormous job that requires
tremendous effort and resources.”
Before leaving, the bishop blessed the
home’s employees and young residents
saying, “In the name of Jesus Christ,
Healer of our Brokenness, and Hope
of the World, give these caretakers the
strength and wisdom they need to be
models of living in the light for children
who have known darkness. And for the
young people entrusted to their care,
make low their mountains, make high
their valleys, and smooth the way for
them to grow, heal, and become whole in

PHOTO COURTESY OF UMCH

From left: UMHC Director of Maintenance Rich Chubb, Mission Central’s Executive
Director Rob Visscher, Bishop Park, Assistant to the Bishop Rev. Greg Myers, and
UMHC President and CEO Dan Brannen in front of C Cottage at UMHC Campus.
their bodies, minds, and spirits.”
The historical links between churches
and the Susquehanna Conference’s only
children’s home have been strong. Over
the decades faith leaders have provided
generous financial resources and eager
volunteers. Approximately 25 percent of
the funds contributed to the home come
from churches, church-affiliated groups,
and individual stewards who frequently
remember the home in their wills.
The Children’s Home was founded in
1917 in a home (known as The Christ
House) by the then Methodist Church in
downtown Mechanicsburg. In the 1920s,

it moved to a large working farm located
at the outskirts of Mechanicsburg.
Now, the home’s 38-acre campus offers
five beautiful residential cottages for
adolescents (ages 12-20), administrative
and maintenance facilities, and the Daron
Building, which houses multipurpose
rooms, classrooms, a kitchen, and
additional living space for youth in
transition. UMHC is a non-profit directcare service organization licensed by
the Pennsylvania Department of Human
Services. UMHC is a member of the PA
Council of Children, Youth, and Family
Services.

churches that were in attendance, but by
comments like these:
“Because of my experience today, I
will try to bring more of my church
experiences to school.”
“It was a neat experience seeing other
kids with the same Christian faith.”
“I will try to look for and go on more
mission trips to help others more.”
“It was powerful to be able to share in
our struggles together.”
Our prayer is that the work that God

began by providing teens an opportunity
to see their peers in leadership, hearing
that their struggles are not uncommon
and that they are not alone, and that
having adults openly support and pray
for them, will open wider the doors of
the church to a younger generation. We
pray that the honesty and openness that
was present through each event will
encourage young people to seek a deeper
relationship with Jesus Christ through
participation in their local church.

The struggle is real!
By Audrey Wilder
Director of Young People’s Ministries

P

arents, depression, school work,
anxiety, siblings, bullying,
recovery from an accident. These
are just a handful of the hundreds of
struggles we heard teenagers talk about
during the Young People’s Ministry
#thestruggleisreal rallies. The words
of 1 Peter 5:10 served as a foundation
upon which the entire afternoon was
built: “After you have suffered for a little
while, the God of all grace, the one who
called you into his eternal glory in Christ
Jesus, will himself restore, empower,
strengthen, and establish you.”
Over 170 teenagers accompanied by
83 adults from across the Susquehanna
Conference came together to

acknowledge their struggles, realize they
are not alone, and find hope that they
can cope with their struggles through
the power of Christ and the love of their
neighbor. All the struggles we heard,
from the common to the heartbreaking,
challenged us to consider how Jesus
walks with us through it all.
Each event featured the Blessed
Praise Band, a youth praise band from
Loysburg UMC, Altoona District, and
all leadership positions were filled by
YPMC student leaders. An environment
of fun and camaraderie was developed as
participants participated in a spontaneous
chant throughout the event. Often a
teen would yell, “THE STRUGGLE
IS REAL!” to which participants were
encouraged to respond boisterously,
“YES IT IS!” This random reminder
reinforced the theme that during
difficulties God is always present, and
followers of Christ are challenged
to offer grace and support to those
struggling.
Success of these events will not be
measured by the number of youth or

Alive in Christ Together
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WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS

Susquehanna Conference
303 Mulberry Dr.
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

1-800-682-2615

Radical changes
REV. PHYLLIS
M. BOWERS
Executive Director
United Methodist
Stewardship
Foundation

Do not store up
for yourselves
treasure on
earth, where
moth and rust
consume and
where thieves
break in and
steal; but
store up for
yourselves
treasure in
heaven...for
where your
treasure is,
there your
heart will
be also.
Matthew 6:19-21

This is a moving year, creating
active decisions of faith. Not
only has the Stewardship
Foundation moved location, but
we celebrate the new possibilities
as our Annual Conference moves
location too. Time moves forward,
bringing us into new seasons with
abundant opportunities to serve
and to become as God wills. We
are renewed to new life and we
are growing through his grace.
Note God’s handiwork,
displayed in all the new life
around you. See how plants grow
upward and outward from where
they are planted? Yet it’s in their
beginning that we can receive our
spiritual inspiration for hope, for
dreams, for doing.
The very first root of a plant is
called “radicle.” How fitting! It is
radical to begin to grow toward
the light, unable to see your
way clearly at first. It is radical
to choose a place and a time to
work on maturing and producing,

instead of saying “not yet” or “not
here.” It is radical to take root
where your predecessors have
never been so that you are the
first.
Here at the Stewardship
Foundation, we are preparing
radical new offerings in
stewardship education which we
will announce soon, allowing
you to grow as disciples. We are
offering radical new lower fees for
investment management which
we will implement soon, allowing
your ministries to grow into
serving others more abundantly.
As we go into our Conference
together, we focus on the future.
We celebrate the uncertainty of the
unfamiliar as a sign we are alive
and courageous, willing to love
and serve him in new ways. We
will move upward and outward,
unwilling to settle for comfort in
place of discipleship. We will be
radical for His sake and blessed
for it.

The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation
3901 Hartzdale Dr. Suite 110
Camp Hill, PA 17011
Phone 717-766-7343 Toll Free 800-272-0113
sfcpa@umstewardship.org

The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation

e-mail discovery@susumc.org
web www.discovery-place.org

Discovery Place NEW HOURS: Effective mid-April, we will be
open from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday through Friday. Thank you
for your patience and understanding as we closed during
March to accomplish the move of Discovery Place to our
new location in the building. Watch QuikLINK for updates.

Plan now for summer
It is certainly not too early to start
planning for your summer Sunday school
or small-group lessons. Since many
folks are “hit or miss” in their summer
attendance due to vacations and other
family plans, consider lessons that are
complete in one session. There are
several great resources that can be used
in this
way.
Nooma: These 24 DVDs
with one-word titles deal
with relevant topics,
and can be viewed and
discussed in one session.
Some of the themes are:
Prayer; Identity; Forgiveness; Generosity
and gratitude; What does it mean to be
in relationship to God? A complete list
of titles and their subjects can be found
on the Discovery Place website, www.
discovery-place.org. These can be mailed
to you two or three at a time, at intervals
throughout the summer.
36 Parables: Each of these
DVDs named by color
(Lime, Cyan, Yellow,
Purple, Amber, Blue)
contain three parables
of Jesus. Scripture
references are given

SERVING THE SUSQUEHANNA CONFERENCE

Our MISSION is to serve God and the Church by promoting
Christian Stewardship in the effective management of
all gifts to the glory of Jesus Christ.

We are on the move . . .
Our funds under management have no front, backend, or load fees. All
funds are invested in adherence to the socially responsible principles of the
United Methodist Church.
BENEFITS:

(fees may vary slightly due to
market fluctuations)
• Variety of Stewardship Educational
Services by experienced staff
• Access to high-level managers
• Socially responsible investing
• Multiple options
• Broad diversification
• Investor-established asset allocations
• On-line access to account information
• Only $1,000 to get started

NEW SERVICE FEES

1.10% on account market values
between $1,000,000 to $3,000,000
0.90% of the market value of the
account balance for accounts between
$3,000,000 to $5,000,000
0.65% of the market value of the account
balance for accounts with $5,000,000 or more

We have moved and have a new address:
3901 Hartzdale Drive, Suite 110
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Please call
for your free consultation.
Rev. Phyllis M. Bowers
Executive Director
Toll Free at the office – 1.877.619.5974
Fax Office – 717.766.1673
Home – 717.428.2689
Fax Home – 717.428.1082
Cell phone – 717.968.0251
Email pbowers@susumc.org
Business web page –
http://www.umstewardship.org
See us on Facebook at
The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation

Communication update
In an effort to simplify communications with the Susquehanna Conference
District Offices, the following email addresses have been created:
• altoona@susumc.org Administrative Assistant Mary Schnaubelt
• harrisburg@susumc.org Administrative Assistant Lori Haagen
• lewisburg@susumc.org Administrative Assistant Debbie Ackley
• scrantonwilkesbarre@susumc.org AA’s Debbie Shilanski & Cindy Weaver
• statecollege@susumc.org Administrative Assistant Helen Meyer
• williamsport@susumc.org Administrative Assistant Jill Johnston
• york@susumc.org Administrative Assistant Pastor Lourdes Stevens

Nooma and 36 Parables could easily be
used with youth or young adult classes
as well.
Bible studies based on vintage TV shows
are also popular. Some examples are The
Lucy Show, The Dick Van Dyke Show,
Bonanza, Mayberry, and Gilligan’s
Island. Each DVD or video comes with
a leader’s guide and a participant’s book,
and each week is a self-contained lesson.
For children, search our online catalog
under the title Just Add Kids for lots of
suggestions for fun ways to teach the
Bible and Jesus to children of all ages.
We also have a large selection of Veggie
Tales DVDs and Bible-based videos.
Please take advantage of the resources
Discovery Place offers. The only cost
to you is return postage; the resources
themselves and our cost to mail them are
covered through your Shares of Ministry.
We are here to serve our churches.

OUR HERITAGE

Effective April 1, 2017, the United Methodist
Stewardship Foundation’s total investment
management service fees are as follows:
1.25% on account market values
up to $1,000,000

and discussion questions are supplied.
Use the online catalog on our website
and search by title – 36 Parables Lime,
for example – for a list of the parables
contained on each DVD. These would
be a great way to get into Scripture each
week in your Sunday school classes.

DR. MILTON
LOYER

Conference Archivist

March – 100 years ago
At the Annual Conference
Sessions held March 2126, 1917, at First Church in
Lewistown, the following
resolution was approved.
“WHEREAS: It is a growing
custom for the railroads of this
State to run Sunday excursions
during the summer months, and
many people are led to neglect
the Church and Sunday School
services and another influence
is added to demoralize the Holy
Sabbath Day.
“THEREFORE: The Central
Pennsylvania Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church
composed of two hundred
and sixty-eight ministers, and
representing eighty thousand
church members and a
constituency of many times that
number, earnestly protest against
the continuance of these Sunday
excursions, and we appoint the
Committee on the State of the
Church to appeal to the officials
of these railroads to help us
preserve and protect our Sabbath
Day and keep it holy.”

April – 50 years ago
April 1, 1967, was the date by
which the Wyoming Conference
Matching Fund Campaign
needed to have $100,000 in
order to receive an anonymous
matching $100,000 gift for
the erection of the proposed
Tunkhannock Home for the
Aging in Wyoming County, Pa.
The campaign had begun the
previous November and gained
so much momentum that the
$140,000 reached by deadline
exceeded both the necessary
goal and the pledged amount of
$126,000. Ground was broken
for the facility in July, and the
first residents occupied their
rooms in December 1968.
Founded in 1958, United
Methodist Homes began as
a self-supporting arm of the
Wyoming Conference with one
facility – a purchased large,
three-story home at 1760 N.
Washington Avenue in Scranton
that could accommodate
17 residents. Today United
Methodist Homes operates four
modern senior living campuses
– two in New York State within
the Upper New York Conference
and two in Pennsylvania within
the Susquehanna Conference, the
one in Tunkhannock and Wesley
Village in Pittston.

Free resources for your local church can be found at www.discovery-place.org
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Commission on
a Way Forward
Rev. James M. Brinks, Retired, of North
Fitzgerald Way, Missouri City, Texas, died
January 31, 2017. Among his survivors is
his wife, Bonnie Ann (Champney) Brinks.
No service arrangements were mentioned in
his obituary.
Mrs. Kathryn “Kate” S. Fetterolf, of
Frosty Valley Road, Bloomsburg, Pa.,
died Wednesday, February 1, 2017, at
home. She was the widow of Pastor
Thomas J. Fetterolf. Memorial services
were held Monday, February 6, 2017, in
Emanuel Reformed Church of Mainville,
Bloomsburg, Pa. Interment was in Emanuel
Reformed Cemetery, Bloomsburg, Pa.
Rev. William Warren Funk II, Retired, of
West Aaron Drive, State College, Pa., died
Thursday, January 5, 2017, in State College.
Memorial services were held Monday,
January 16, 2017, in St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church, State College, Pa. Interment was in
Roselawn Cemetery, Berwick, Pa.
Mrs. Barbara Ann (Gillan) Harper, of
Brook Lane, Harrisburg, Pa., died Tuesday,
January 17, 2017, in Community General
Osteopathic Hospital, Harrisburg, Pa. She
was the widow of Rev. Donald L. Harper.
Memorial services were held Thursday,
January 26, 2017, in Calvary United
Methodist Church, Harrisburg, Pa.
Rev. Gerald G. Heilman, Retired, of
Ridgecrest Circle, Lewisburg, Pa., died
Monday, January 23, 2017, in RiverWoods
Nursing Care Facility, Lewisburg, Pa.
Among his survivors is his wife, Geraldine
(Bowker) Heilman. Memorial services
were held Saturday, January 28, 2017, in St.
Paul’s United Methodist Church, Lewisburg,
Pa. Interment was at the convenience of the
family.
Mr. Thomas R. Landis, of North Twentyeighth Street, McAllen, Texas, died
Wednesday, February 1, 2017, in McAllen
Heart Hospital, McAllen, Texas. Among
his survivors is his wife, Rev. Sharon L.
Landis, Retired. Memorial services were
held Tuesday, February 7, 2017, in St.
Mark United Methodist Church, McAllen,
Texas. Interment was in Veteran’s Cemetery,
Mission, Texas.
Mrs. Diane C. Langford, of West Simpson
Street, Mechanicsburg, Pa., died Sunday,
January 29, 2017, in Hershey Medical
Center, Hershey, Pa. Among her survivors
is her husband, Rev. W. Michael Langford,
serving Grace UMC, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Memorial services were held Saturday,
February 11, 2017, in Grace United
Methodist Church, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Rev. Paul Donald Marsden, Retired,
of Corter Avenue, Fredericksburg, Va.,
died Sunday, January 29, 2017, in Mary
Washington Hospital, Fredericksburg, Va.
Among his survivors is his wife, Marilyn
J. (Matheny) Marsden. Memorial services

were held Saturday, February 11, 2017, in
Trinity United Methodist Church, Roaring
Spring, Pa.
Rev. Charles J. Otto, Retired, of Pollock
Drive, Pittston, Pa., died Wednesday, March
10, 2017, at Wesley Village, Pittston, Pa.
Among his survivors is his wife, Margaret
“Peg” A. (Gorman) Otto. Memorial services
were held Saturday, March 18, 2017, in
Countryside Community United Methodist
Church, Clarks Summit, Pa.
Mrs. Shirley Ann (Feister) Quigley, of
Netherby Lane, Carlisle, Pa., died Tuesday,
January 17, 2017. She was the widow of
Rev. Alex S. Quigley Sr. Memorial services
were held Friday, January 20, 2017, in First
Church of God, Newville, Pa. Interment was
in Stone Church Cemetery, Enola, Pa.
Mrs. Alice B. (Kline) Reams, of Schooley
Road, Harrisonville, Pa., died Monday,
March 6, 2017, at home. She was the widow
of Rev. David B. Reams. Memorial services
were held Thursday, March 9, 2017, in
McConnellsburg United Methodist Church,
McConnellsburg, Pa. Interment was in
Asbury United Methodist Church Cemetery,
Harrisionville, Pa.
Mr. James “Jim” C. Russell, widower of
Rev. Shirley J. Russell, died Wednesday,
February 8, 2017, at Manor Care. Among
his survivors is his son, David Russell.
Memorial services were held Thursday,
February 16, 2017, in First United Methodist
Church, Mechanicsburg, Pa. Interment was
in Rolling Green Cemetery, Camp Hill, Pa.
Mrs. Naomi L. (Shirk) Shellenberger,
of East Glenn Road, Hershey, Pa., died
Friday, January 27, 2017, in Lebanon Valley
Brethren Home, Palmyra, Pa. She was the
widow of Rev. John Lloyd Shellenberger Sr.
Among her survivors is her son, Rev. John
L. Shellenberger. Memorial services were
held Saturday, February 4, 2017, in Richfield
United Methodist Church, Richfield, Pa.
Interment was in Richfield Union Cemetery,
Richfield, Pa.
Rev. Arthur “Art” Shotts, Retired, of
Furnace Road, Birmingham, Pa., died
Monday, January 23, 2017, at home.
Among his survivors is his wife, Joan L.
(Long) Shotts. Memorial services were held
Friday, January 27, 2017, in Calvary United
Methodist Church, North Fourth Street,
Bellwood, Pa. Interment was in Birmingham
Cemetery, Birmingham, Pa.
Mrs. Kathryn (Deiterick) Weller, of
Ridgecrest Circle, Lewisburg, Pa., died
Monday, February 13, 2017. She was the
widow of Rev. Ned E. Weller. Memorial
services were held Sunday, February 19,
2017, in Marlow Hall at RiverWoods
Senior Living Community, Lewisburg, Pa.
Interment was in New Rosemont Cemetery,
Bloomsburg, Pa.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
We will use Matthew 18 as a model
for how to work with each other.
Members
Jorge Acevedo - USA, Florida, elder,
male; Brian Adkins - USA, California,
elder, male; Jacques Umembudi Akasa Africa, Democratic Republic of Congo,
laity, male; Tom Berlin - USA, Virginia,
elder, male; Matt Berryman - USA,
Illinois, laity, male; Helen Cunanan
- Philippines, elder, female; David
Field - Europe, Switzerland, laity, male;
Ciriaco Francisco - Philippines, bishop,
male; Grant Hagiya - USA, California,
bishop, male; Aka Dago-Akribi
Hortense - Africa, Côte d’Ivoire, laity,
female; Scott Johnson - USA, New
York, laity, male, Jessica LaGrone USA, Kentucky, elder, female; Thomas
Lambrecht - USA, Texas, elder, male;
MyungRae Kim Lee - USA, New York,
laity, female; Julie Hager Love - USA,
Kentucky, deacon, female; Mazvita
Machinga - Africa, Zimbabwe, laity,
female; Patricia Miller - USA, Indiana,
laity, female; Mande Guy Muyombo Africa, Democratic Republic of Congo,
elder, male; Eben Nhiwatiwa - Africa,
Zimbabwe, bishop, male; Dave Nuckols
- USA, Minnesota, laity, male; Casey
Langley Orr - USA, Texas, deacon,
female; Gregory Palmer - USA, Ohio,
bishop, male; Donna Pritchard - USA,
Oregon, elder, female; Tom Salsgiver
- USA, Pennsylvania, elder, male;
Robert Schnase - USA, Texas, bishop,
male; Jasmine Rose Smothers - USA,
Georgia, elder, female; Leah Taylor
- USA, Texas, laity, female; Debra
Wallace-Padgett - USA, Alabama,
bishop, female; Rosemarie Wenner Europe, Germany, bishop, female; Alice
Williams - USA, Florida, laity, female;
John Wesley Yohanna; Africa, Nigeria,
bishop, male; Alfiado S. Zunguza Africa, Mozambique, elder, male.
For more information about the work
of the Commission on a Way Forward,
go to www.umc.org/who-we-are/
commission-on-a-way-forward
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Do you know about

QuikLINK?
QuikLINK is a regular e-mail
broadcast service for clergy and
laypersons of the Susquehanna
Conference that highlights
breaking conference-related news,
events, job and classified
postings, and more.
__________________________

Get Connected • Join QuikLINK
__________________________
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quicklink@susumc.org
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find us on
www.facebook.com/susumc

•2017 •

e
Camps & Retreats
www.susumcamps.org

mount asbury
wesley
forest

Camp
Penn
Check us out on Facebook for the latest news,
resources, classifieds, events, and more ...
We’re using social media to engage and equip
the local church in making disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.

June 11, 2017

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

Greene Hills
Register online today: www.susumcamps.org
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Lancaster, PA

Susquehanna Annual Conference

2017 - 2020

This phrase reflects what a connectional church such as ours is all about. It affirms and
celebrates the stronger and bigger mission and ministry we can accomplish as a connectional
church. It also points to the mandate of unity for Christian witness as it sums up the spirit and
the focus of Jesus’ prayer for the oneness of his disciples. In the Gospel of John chapter 17,
Jesus repeats these words of prayer: “They may be one as we are one.”
Prayer connects the people of faith to God’s way and God’s future. Prayer is an unequivocal
expression of faith that, no matter what we go through, we put our trust in God
and we know that God is in charge. As we face the unprecedented challenge of the unity
of our church, we are to rely on God for a breakthrough by the gift and
power of prayer more than anything else.
In sync with the ardent prayer of Jesus for oneness,
each year we will lift up a prayer that we offer at the Lord’s Table as a theme:

2017 - “Better Together: Make Us One”
2018 - “Better Together: One with Christ”
2019 - “Better Together: One with Each Other”
2020 - “Better Together: One in Ministry to All the World”
I ask you to begin your prayers for our holy conferencing to be held

May 4 - 6, 2017 at the Hershey Lodge and Conference Center.

I believe that God has plans to give our church hope and a future. I am already beginning to
excitingly anticipate what God has in store for the Susquehanna Annual Conference.

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in God, so that we may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)
With You in Christ’s Ministry,
Bishop Jeremiah J. Park

THE CHURCHES OF

“Live together
in a manner
worthy of
Christ’s
gospel...
Do this so
that you stand
firm, united
in one spirit
and mind as
you struggle
together to
remain faithful
to the gospel.”

Philippians 1:27
CEB
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