Volunteers In Mission Opportunities
CHECK OUT THE GUIDELINES AND VIRTUAL MISSION OPPORTUNITY
BELOW

“Give Ye Them To Eat” An Integrated
Development Program
Mark 6:37

Dear Friends and Churches,
October 1, 2020 (upcoming virtual trip in NOVEMBER)
Warm greetings from Give Ye Them to Eat (GYTTE) and missionaries Nan
and Miguel. There is more recent news on GYTTE after the information on the
next Mission Journey.
We would like to invite you to participate in the next Virtual Mission
Journey to GYTTE. Online, through a zoom experience, you will get to
know GYTTE and be able to see what an in-person mission experience
is like. It requires that you download zoom to your computer. This
virtual mission journey requires about an 8-hour commitment on
zoom over two weeks. We have facilitated 5 mission journeys since
May and the feedback is very positive.
The upcoming trip in November includes two 1-hour team preparation
sessions; then three mission trip sessions of two hours each; and an hour
of reading before each trip day. The dates are: 1-hour Team meetings:
Wed. Nov. 4 and Fri. Nov. 6, at 11am eastern time. Then three 2-hr. mission
trip days: Mon. Nov. 9, Wed. Nov. 11 and Friday, Nov. 13, all at 11am EST.
Through this trip you will be with missionaries Nan and Miguel and
begin to get to know 4 of GYTTE’s staff and learn about six
development programs in rural Mexico. Our Virtual tour will include
photo/description shows including Educational Tourism, Rural
Reality, Community Development, Construction/Appropriate
Technology, Agricultural and Livestock Development, Community
Health/Training of Health Promotors, Church and Faith Development
and AWARE (Alternative Work-Study and Reality Experience).
We will also study themes related to the historic relationship between the
United States and Mexico like NAFTA and the root causes of migration of
people from Mexico and Central America to the US. We will do the short
readings on our own. In the 3 zoom mission sessions, we will go to
small breakout groups to discuss a question, then share briefly in plenary.
The small groups are fun!
If you would like to go on this Mission Journey to Mexico with GYTTE
please respond to me at nanmigl@yahoo.com and to Rev. Marian

Hartman, mhartman@susumc.org, who will be the facilitator of the
mission journey.

Last month our staff at the Tree of Life Training Center gave a five-day workshop in a
nearby town about how to build a Palapa, which is an open-air building with a roof
made of palm leaves. It is very cool. You can also put walls around it. This
Palapa will be used for community meetings. Palapa’s are an ancient indigenous
construction technique.
We also planted 50 Moringa trees this year which is medicinal and used for diabetes
control. We just harvested the corn, leaving much of the corn with the stalks which
will be ground to feed the animals. At the same time they planted new corn
which probably won’t develop too far but will serve as feed. The peanuts and
watermelon will be ready soon. We will harvest the squash (like a pumpkin but not as
orange) in November and December. We are also planting pitaya – a form of passion
fruit. It is a cactus and you plant it usually on trees

or tree
trunks. We have a number of citrus trees that give a lot during rainy season, different
forms of bananas and papaya.

We have had good rains this year but that also means growth of a lot of weeds
and worsening of roads so our staff are doing lots of cleaning out of weeds and
also road repair in and around the Center.

The pregnant goats and sheep are well and will begin having their
babies the end of October. We have chickens at every possible
stage of development: 2 sitting on eggs and various chicks at
different ages. Currently only 6 chickens are laying eggs. All of our
animals are raised without chemicals and the chickens are free
during the day and in a large pen at night. Eggs from well-treated
chickens are so much healthier for you.
We hope you will join us at GYTTE! Please encourage someone else
from your church to join the virtual mission journey. Thank you for
considering getting to know GYTTE.
In God’s love,

Nan and Miguel
Address: Perote No. 1, Col. La Paz Puebla, Puebla 72160
México
E-mail: GYTTEphm@aol.com
Tel: 011.52.222.248.1802
Fax: 011.52.222.249.2158
Web site: www.gytte.org
: www.facebook.com/GiveYeThemToEat
“Give Ye Them To Eat” No. 07629A, An Advance Special Program Of The United
Methodist Church
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UPDATED - Guidelines for Project Sites
and Team Leaders During COVID-19
Guidelines for US Project Sites and Team Leaders during COVID-19
June 2020 (rev. September 2020)
Our first General Rule as United Methodists is to “do no harm.” This extends to
our mission relationships. We want to “do no harm” to our volunteers or the ones
they serve. Our goal as United Methodist Volunteers In Mission is to minimize
COVID-19 infections spread by United Methodist activity.
The United Methodist Volunteers in Mission leadership understands that many
project sites rely on teams to assist in serving the community. These teams may
come from nearby, from another state, sometimes from another country. Each
individual situation will be different. Some local mission partners or missioners
may have contracted and already recovered from COVID-19. Some may be
carriers. Some are not infected. Some live with family members who are immunocompromised. All want to serve. Yet one of the worst unintended effects of
mission work throughout the ages has been the spread of infectious
disease. Remember that we bring other things with us when we bring the
Gospel. We must be careful.

The federal disaster declaration includes every state and territory with most states
presenting shelter-in-place and social distancing guidelines. These guidelines are
designed to assist teams and hosts in determining when and how to prepare the
site for future teams. All sites should adhere to public health and safety protocols
in order to protect employees, homeowners, and missioners.
For the latest updates in regard to COVID-19, please visit - Centers for Disease
Control.
Responsibility for adhering to these guidelines is shared by the Team Leader and
the Project Site. This requires frequent communication and cooperation between
both parties.
General Guidance for International Service
The State Department issues travel advisories based on health and safety
concerns. Travel to countries at a Level 4 travel advisory is prohibited. Team
insurance is not available for mission service in these countries.
Travelers may be required to quarantine before or after travel to countries with
advisories at Level 3 and below.
General Guidance for US Project Service
Based on CDC guidelines
•

Suspending teams
•

•

•

Make this decision based on the guidance of your governor,
bishop, and your state, county, and local health departments.
Pay attention to directions about school closure, stay-at-home
orders, and the size of gatherings that are allowed.
Make this decision with the guidance of your board of directors
or other governing body.

Hosting teams
•

•

•
•
•

Know the quarantine rules. Some states require travelers to
quarantine before or after arrival. Have a plan to ensure
compliance.
Follow CDC guidance on cleaning and disinfecting your
facilities. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
Post reminders for hand washing, awareness of symptoms, etc.
Improve air circulation in all common areas.
Provide prevention supplies:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Other considerations
•
•

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

Avoid buffet-style meal service. Have kitchen crews
prepare dishes. This includes sack lunch preparation.
If the dishwasher does not meet standards for sanitation,
consider asking teams to bring paper products (not
Styrofoam) to be discarded after each meal. Provide
adequate trash receptacles.
All touch surfaces should be thoroughly wiped down when
the team arrives and as they prepare to leave with
approved cleaners. https://www.epa.gov/pesticideregistration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2covid-19
Work should be done on exterior projects only. Make
accommodations for portapotties so teams do not have to
enter a home.
Consider ways to assure safe distancing on the work
sight, in the dorm, dining area, and meeting space.
If possible, provide washer and dryer facilities for
laundering expectations.

Screening protocol on arrival
•

•

hand sanitizer
disposable facemasks
eye protection
cleaners and disinfectants
Gloves for food preparation and cleaning

Take temperature
Ask about general health
Ask if missioner has been in contact with anyone who had
COVID-19

Wipe down all surfaces prior to welcoming teams.
Arrange for outdoor projects to assure minimal contact between
homeowner and team members (painting, deck or ramp
building, landscaping, roofing). Make accommodations for rest
room facilities so team members do not have to enter the home.
(i.e.: portapotties)
Childrens’ ministry (VBS) should be suspended until more
guidance from CDC and the local officials is available.

•

Have a plan in place to safely transport a team member who
develops symptoms of COVID-19.
•
•

•

Provide space for isolation if someone reports symptoms.
The team member exhibiting symptoms should contact
his/her health care provider as soon as possible.

Leading Teams
•
•

•

•
•
•

•

Follow the guidelines of the CDC for travel both inside and
outside the U.S.
Follow your local guidelines from municipal, county, and state
health authorities. Also make sure you know the local
guidelines in the place where you intend to serve. Where
guidance from different authorities conflict, follow the more
restrictive protocols.
If it is determined that it is safe and lawful to serve, continue to
make arrangements for proper social distancing and PPE for
team members, and sanitize surfaces and equipment wherever
you go.
Each team member will sign the Medical and Emergency Form.
Know the health infrastructure in the area where the team
intends to serve and the location of the nearest hospital.
Have a plan for canceling the journey or sending team members
home if any team members are uncomfortable with the
enforcement of safety protocols.
Consider donations to the partner organization and organizing a
virtual mission if it is not appropriate to physically travel to the
project site.

Going “back to normal” may be a long way off. We expect to take measures
to interrupt transmission of the virus until (1) antibodies are proven to protect
against re-infection, (2) tests are widely available to the general public and all
team members have recently tested negative, or (3) there is a vaccine
available and all team members have been vaccinated.
Like us on Facebook: Susquehanna Conference UMC Volunteers In Mission
Bookmark us at: www.susmb.org
Contact Volunteers in Mission and Outreach vim@susumc.org
for information, speakers or to be added to the mission opportunities email list.

