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The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:13  CEB
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Through your generous gift today, you strengthen  
community outreach and empower youth development.

HUMAN  
RELATIONS 
DAY
Please make check payable to your local church or give online at UMC.org/SSGive.

He sat down,  
called the Twelve,  
and said to them,  

“Whoever wants to be first  
must be least of all 

and the servant of all.”
Mark 9:35, CEB

January 15, 2023

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/human-relations-day-pastor-and-leader-kit


4 www.susumc.org

LIZ LENNOX
Director of Communications SUSUMC & WPAUMC

In 2019, I had the opportunity to speak at the Lay 
Academy in Zimbabwe held at Africa University about 

how to use social media as Christians. I recently dug out 
my notes to remind myself of what I presented and I was 
pleasantly surprised (and in some ways disheartened) to 
find much of my discussion still relevant today. This article 
has been adapted from that talk from 2019. I will cover 
the positive and negative aspects of social media, how 
churches can use social media to reach people, how you 
can individually be a positive role model on social media, 
and what you can do if it gets to be too much.
This article follows part 1 of “Using Social Media as 
Christians” featured in the November 2022 issue of 
Susquehanna LINK. The full article can be found on the 
Susquehanna LINK blog.

How can Christians use social media in a loving 
and respectful way?
Individuals can personally live into being good Christian 
witnesses while using social media. What might this look 
like?
1. Strive for connection and not attention. Your social 

media should be just that—social. Don’t throw 
content into the abyss without receiving feedback or 
conversation. Be transparent and honest on social 
media, but don’t feel the need to share every aspect of 
your life.

2. When interacting with people online, remember that 
there is actually a person on the other side. Treat 
people like they are actually people and not just a 
screen. With every interaction, ask yourself, “Would I 
say this to somebody in person?” Treat them how you 
would want to be treated.

3. Avoid causing conflict and division. This doesn’t mean 
you should avoid critical conversations or not speak 
up against injustice. Rather, take the time to reach 
out and actually listen to the other person. You may 
be surprised at what you find out and the kind of 
connection that can be built.

4. Don’t be tempted to only engage with people who 
think and believe like you. To loosely quote Bishop 
Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, “I wouldn’t want to be part of 
a church with people that only believe exactly the 

same things I do.” Social media is rife with disagreeing 
viewpoints and arguments and on occasion, the posts 
and comments became hurtful. It is my hope that 
conversations between those with opposing viewpoints 
are respectful and open and if possible, taken offline. 
Don’t bully others or try to strong arm them into feeling 
what you want them to feel. It will never work out the 
way you want it to.

What can you do when social media becomes  
too much?
Over the Lenten season, it became popular to abstain from 
social media. A coworker of mine stayed off Facebook for 
the entire duration of Lent. When she felt tempted to scroll, 
she read her Bible instead. At the end of her time, she 
felt like the social media break gave her some distance 
to reflect on how she used it and how to fix the unhealthy 
behaviors she didn’t realize she had. I would recommend 
to anybody fasting from social media periodically. When 
you feel that negativity is overwhelming, turn off [your 
social media feeds] for a day and spend that extra time in 
prayer, or reading your Bible, or walking in nature. It will 
strengthen your relationship with God in unexpected ways. 
When used in a positive way, social media can be a 
wonderful way to connect. Be aware of the pitfalls and 
actively do what you can do to keep from becoming 
ensnared in all the noise. 
“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being 
united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 
of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 
not looking to your own interests but each of you to the 
interests of the others.” (Philippians 2:1-4)

Communications Ministry
Using Social Media as Christians - part 2

IMAGES FROM PIXABAY.COM

http://www.susumc.org
https://susumc.org/files/news/suslink/2022/Nov%20LINK%202022%20web.pdf
https://susquehannalink.blogspot.com/2022/10/communications-ministry-using-social.html
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Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders
Exciting Opportunities to Empower Lay People in 2023

www.susumc.org

KIM SHOCKLEY
Coordinator of Lay Excellence

This new year is bringing with it 
many opportunities to refresh and 

empower lay people throughout the 
Susquehanna Conference! Bishop 
Jeremiah Park often reminded us that 
we serve the risen Christ “for such 
a time as this!” Bishop Steiner-Ball 
and Bishop Moore Koi-Koi tell us that 
“God is doing a new thing!” Both of 
these scriptural directives ring true 
for me as the Coordinator of Lay 
Excellence! Now is the time for lay 
people to embrace their God-given 
gifts and talents for God’s Beloved 
Community!
There are two opportunities, among 
many, that are particularly helpful 
to our lay people. The first is our 
Certified Lay Minister School 
for 2023. Certified Lay Ministers 
(CLM) are current Certified Lay 
Servants who are feeling a call to 

a new ministry. Whether this is a 
supportive role within the life of 
your congregation, or as a pastor 
in another congregation, or as an 
educator, or musician, or community 
developer, CLM ministry is an 
important step in lay empowerment! 
We have an exciting line up of 
instructors for this school and we are 
excited to see how God uses this 
training in your life! Some Districts 
are offering scholarships for this 
school, so check with your District 
Lay Servant Committee to see what 
may be available! The flyer with 
information and a registration link is 
provided on page 14 and here.
Second is our Coach Approach 
Training, offered in three locations in 
February and March for $15, which 
includes lunch. The instructors for 
these 6-hour training events are ICF 
Certified Coaches in our conference 
who are currently active members of 

our Susquehanna Coaching Network: 
Ron Doverspike, Ryan Krauss, and 
me. 
The purpose of Coach Approach 
Training is to learn the skills of 
coaching and how to put it into 
practice. Anyone who leads a group 
or team will benefit from this training 
because the end result of a coach 
approach is greater accomplishment 
of goals and engagement of people 
in those goals. The posture of a 
coach approach is curiosity, leading 
to listening well and asking powerful 
questions that lead to committed 
action steps. Come join us as we 
learn the basics and several different 
ways that a coach approach can be 
used within your local congregation’s 
ministry. The flyer and registration is 
provided on page 15 and here.
If you have questions about either of 
these events, please contact me at 
kshockley@susumc.org.

By Jenny Greene

The Central Appalachian Missionary Conference 
(formerly Red Bird Missionary Conference) in 
Kentucky is in the poorest area of the U.S. The 

people of Red Bird Mission in Beverly, Kentucky, have huge 
hearts for this region and they also have some of the best 
scenery! First United Methodist Church in Hershey has had 
a long history of sending work crews to serve the mission. 
A Volunteer in Mission (VIM) team of ten left the first week 
of October, 2022, to help a lovely, elderly widow, Marilyn, 
whose house was literally falling in from foundation 
damage. When working on an older home, it is common to 
discover more problems as you work. This was the case 
for Marilyn’s home, which was found to have gutter and 
flooring issues too. Our team was able to rebuild the rotten 
foundation and keep water from coming into the home. 
We also winterized other areas of the home for the cold 
weather ahead.
Red Bird Mission is a helpline for those in need in this area. 
They provide medical and dental services, a community 
store, Meals on Wheels, Volunteer in Mission teams for 
home repair, a Christian school, mothers and children 
programs, and senior citizen center activities. Marilyn was 

among many who have been helped by VIM teams coming 
to volunteer in this remote region in the Appalachian 
Mountains. Marilyn was so thankful for the help she was 
given because of the outpouring of love and prayer. Check 
out their website at rbmission.org. For assistance in 
planning a Volunteer in Mission journey contact Michelle 
Schwartzman, VIM Coordinator at vim@susumc.org.

Hershey First VIM Serve at Red Bird Mission

http://www.susumc.org
https://susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/CLM%20School%202023.pdf
https://susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Coach%20Approach%20Training%202023.pdf
http://rbmission.org
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So that...
“Using the two important words “so that” has the power to change the way  

[church] leaders work... so that everything that God’s people do is shaped toward  
mission and results in fruitfulness.” — Lovett H. Weems, Jr.

Recently, the Connectional Ministries staff of the Susquehanna Conference assessed  
our work areas to refocus on why we do what we do... 

Rev. Dr. Kathleen Kind
The Director of 
Connectional Ministries 
exists to be part of and 
lead the Connectional 
Ministries team so 
that we can resource 

and support clergy, laity, and 
congregations in being followers of 
Jesus who are making new followers 
of Jesus.
Amy Wynn

I serve as the 
Administrative Assistant 
to the Director of 
Connectional Ministries 
so that I can assist 
the director to provide 

resources and make connections to 
help pastors and laity to transform 
their lives, and those that they come 
into contact with, by sharing the love 
of Christ.
Connie Waggoner

As the Receptionist, I am 
here to greet, investigate, 
answer, help, and smile 
so that people know we 
are a loving, giving, and 
faithful community.

Liz Lennox
As Director of 
Communications, I 
strategize with and direct 
the Communications 
Team to share pertinent 
information with clergy 

and laity so that they remain well-
informed and fully connected to 
the conference and one another. 
Stories and experiences are 
chronicled so that we can celebrate 
our transformative ministries while 

educating the public about who we 
are not just as United Methodists, but 
as followers of Jesus Christ. 
Stacy Eckert

As a Communications 
Specialist (Web/
Graphic design) for 
the Communications 
Team, I help resource 
our Conference 

through effective and consistent 
communications in a variety of 
communication outlets, so that 
by witnessing God’s work and 
inspiring new ideas through these 
communications we can Grow, Equip 
and Connect in an ever-changing 
world.
Sandii Peiffer

As a member of the 
Communications Team, I 
publish the news of God’s 
work in and through 
United Methodists 
in the Susquehanna 

Conference and throughout the world 
so that our readers can understand 
and feel part of the powerful 
connection we have as a global 
church and be inspired to join us in 
making disciples and transforming 
the world. I also maintain a presence 
for the Susquehanna Conference on 
Facebook so that we can reach and 
connect with even more people about 
God’s work in and through United 
Methodists and portray a positive 
Social Media presence.
Rev. Kevin Witt

Age Level and 
Beloved Community 
Ministries provide 
opportunities for the 
wide diversity of people 

in our communities to experience 
the embrace of God so that all 
understand their giftedness and more 
deeply value each other; so that 
together we join Jesus in making the 
way of love our way of life; so that 
the world increasingly embodies the 
Beloved Community of God
Cindy Weaver

Our ministry area 
(Age Level Ministries, 
Equipping Vital 
Congregations, Building 
the Beloved Community) 
provides resources and 

learning opportunities to pastors, 
laity, and local churches so that 
they become energized and excited 
(as their next faithful steps occur) in 
creating new places for new people, 
revitalizing their ministries, bringing 
young people to know Jesus, and 
building the beloved community.
Kim Shockley

I serve as the 
Coordinator of Lay 
Excellence so that 
lay people throughout 
the Susquehanna 
Conference have the 

tools needed to engage others 
in abundant Christian love that 
transforms lives wherever they go.
Tricia Frye

I perform administrative 
tasks for the Camp & 
Retreat Ministry so 
that our camps and 
retreats are places where 
participants can be 

themselves, form new relationships, 
experience personal growth, 
appreciate nature, and encounter 
Jesus in new ways.
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Douglas Hoy
We do Disaster 
Response Ministry 
so that members of 
the Susquehanna 
Annual Conference 
can be equipped 

and empowered to answer the 
fundamental calling to be missionary 
communities and missionaries in the 
community, share the love of Jesus 
with and be a caring, Christian 
presence in the lives of those 
suffering from disasters in their lives.
Michelle Schwartzman

As the Volunteer in 
Mission Coordinator 
for the Susquehanna 
Conference, I 
cultivate connectional 
relationships, and I train 

and mobilize volunteers so that 
we in the local church can put our 
“Love into Action.” We act in love 
with intentionality and awareness 
so that we enter into service as a 
partnership and uphold the dignity of 
our partners.
Joni Robison

Discovery Place 
provides free Bible 
study and spiritual 
growth resources, 
guidance, and support 
so that churches 

have access to a wide selection of 
materials from a variety of authors 
and viewpoints to nurture spiritual 
growth; so that study participants 
can grow in their faith or meet Jesus 
for the first time; so that Sunday 
School teachers will have access to 
a variety of teaching resources; so 
that teachers of children and youth 
have access to a myriad of creative 
ideas; so that people can find 
deeper meaning in seasonal studies 
such as for Advent and Lent; and 
so that churches can save money 
to fund other outreach and ministry 
programs.

So that...

The Building the Beloved Community Fund 
will help Susquehanna United Methodists:

• Resist racism
• Promote diversity
• Connect churches to their neighbors
• Support cross-racial appointments
• Build strong race relations

Together with God, we are transforming the world!

Projects by churches and conference organizations 
will benefit from these funds.

Please contribute to this conference fund by giving through 
your church. Designate your offering to “BBCF (9300).”

To learn more go to: 

susumc.org/endracism

SAVE-THE-DATE FOR  
“A DAY OF SERVING”

Wednesday, May 17, 2023, in 
Williamsport, the day before our 2023 
Annual Conference Session begins.  

It’s going to be different! 
Continue to watch QuikLINK and  
Social Media for more details.

http://susumc.org
http://susumc.org/endracism
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December 14, 2022 - As your 
bishops, it is our joy to announce our 
intention to appoint Rev. Dr. Gary 
Weaver, Conference Superintendent, 
Lewisburg District as Dean of the 
Cabinet. This appointment will begin 
July 1, 2023. Dr. Weaver will follow 
Rev. Barry Robison who will retire 
June 30.

Gary has been serving in the 
Susquehanna Conference and the 
Central PA Conference since 1995. 
Recommended by Pine Street United 
Methodist Church (Williamsport), 
he has served churches in in the 
Harrisburg, York, Williamsport, 
Lewisburg Districts as well as the 
former Wellsboro District. Bishop 
Jeremiah Park appointed him 
Conference Superintendent for the 
Lewisburg District in 2020.
Gary has also served on several 
committees within the Susquehanna 
Conference. Prior to his appointment 
as Conference Superintendent, 
he served as Chair of the Annual 
Conference Sessions Committee. 
Under his leadership the yearly 
gathering moved from Messiah 
College to Hershey Lodge. In 2020, 
Gary was also elected as a delegate 
to the Jurisdictional Conference, held 
in November 2022.
Dr. Weaver graduated from Lycoming 
College with a BA. He earned his 
Master of Divinity from Eastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and 
a Doctor of Ministry degree from 
Wesley Theological School.

In Gary’s spare time, he serves 
as a PIAA swimming official and is 
an active “Uncle” for Little League 
International. During the Little League 
World Series in South Williamsport, 
Gary’s role is to be the liaison with 
a visiting Little League team. Most 
often the team he works with is from 
outside the United States.

He is married to Cindy Weaver. They 
have two grown sons and three 
grandchildren.

As we look forward to Gary serving 
as Dean, we are grateful for the 
diligent, hard work and leadership 
that Barry Robison has given and will 
continue to give as Dean until June 
30, 2023.

We know that Gary will serve with 
excitement and energy in this time 
within our Annual Conference.

Please be in prayer for both Barry 
and Gary as they will transition to 
new responsibilities July 1, 2023.

In Ministry with you,

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and 
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball

Bishops Announce Future Dean of Cabinet

The United Methodist Church
Harrisburg Area - Susquehanna Conference
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball

United Methodists to Meet in Charlotte for Worldwide Conference
Nov. 4, 2022 - The Commission 
on the General Conference [has] 
announced (full article) that the 2024 
United Methodist General Conference 
will be held April 23 – May 3, 2024, 
at the Charlotte Convention Center in 
Charlotte, North Carolina.

In making the selection, Kim Simpson, 
Chair of the Commission on the General 
Conference. said that the commission 
looked at the suitability and capacity of 
meeting facilities, availability of adequate 
space, the proximity of hotel rooms, 

accessibility and convenience of travel 
and costs of meeting space, lodging, 
meals and airfare.

“We bathe this gathering in deep prayer 
while also praying for each delegate who 
will seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
as we spend time in Holy Conferencing. 
It is my prayer that the same spirit will 
empower and encourage us to see the 
possibilities and live the promise,” said 
Bishop Leonard Fairley of the North 
Carolina Conference.

The last General Conference was set 
to happen in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
until the pandemic made it necessary 
to postpone the quadrennial legislative 
event until 2024. At the upcoming 
conference, the commission will 
follow appropriate protocols related 
to COVID-19 to safeguard attendees’ 
health.

Delegates from Africa, Europe, Asia and 
the U.S. will attend the 11-day gathering, 
which is expected to attract about 5,500-
7,500 people.

Rev. Dr. Gary Weaver

http://www.facebook.com/susumc
https://www.umc.org/en/content/united-methodists-to-meet-in-charlotte-for-worldwide-conference
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Story and photos by Sandii Peiffer

In the midst of COVID pandemic, Wendy Miller, a 
member of Aldersgate UMC in Mechanicsburg, was 
inspired by a sermon about stewardship given by Rev. 

Jan Hughes. Good stewardship isn’t just being wise with 
money, but also about making the most of our possessions 
and reducing what we throw away. It got Miller thinking. 
She knew of some schools that recycled plastic film and 
wondered if the church could do it too. She contacted 
NexTrex, the recycling program of the Trex company, and 
started a new ministry in November 2020.
The ministry is one of stewardship and outreach. People 
are invited to fill collection bins, located inside and outside 
the church, with soft plastic bags, plastic film, and packing 
materials including bubble wrap. There are four collection 
bins at the church that include a picture of the plastics that 
are accepted. On a regular basis, the donated plastics are 
collected, consolidated, weighed, the weight recorded, 
and then they are dropped off at an approved collection 
point, which is a nearby supermarket. The weights of the 
donations are tallied and reported monthly online, via 
an account with NexTrex. When they reach the required 
goal of 500lbs in six months, NexTrex uses about 15% 
of the plastic to make a composite park bench, which it 
donates back to the donor, in this case Aldersgate Church, 

ready-to-assemble. The rest of the donated plastic is used 
to make composite decking and building materials. 
Since 2020, Aldersgate Church has met the goal of 
collecting 500lbs of plastic every six months, and they 
have received five park benches in return. The first three 
park benches were placed around the church in a garden 
area and the preschool playground. Bench number four 
was gifted to Mission Central, who auctioned it for a 
fundraiser. Bench number five was given to the nearby 
Good Hope Fire Station in Mechanicsburg. Future benches 
already have designated community service recipients and 
each bench will include a plaque to let people know it is a 
gift of Aldersgate UMC.
It’s a win-win ministry: good stewardship through recycling, 
and outreach by letting the community know Aldersgate 
Church cares about the earth and the community through 
their donated benches. I addition, NexTrex gets the 
“waste” materials they need to manufacture their products 
too. Another win. 
Miller hopes to grow the ministry to provide two park 
benches every six months - that’s 1 US ton of waste 
reduced, reused, and recycled every year!
For more information about the plastic recycling/park 
bench program, check out nextrex.com.

Recycling Becomes a Ministry

http://susquehannalink.blogspot.com
http://nextrex.com
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By Kristin Hoover, Chair of Camp & Retreat Ministry

On October 22, 2022, in the 
large recreation field at Wesley 
Forest, surrounded by stunning 

autumn leaves, the Susquehanna 
Conference UMC Board of Camp & 
Retreat Ministry held their first Camp 
Fancy Gala. 
When at camp, things get a little silly! 
Guests dressed in their “Camp Fancy” 
finest; Camp Fancy means anything 
from prom night outfits to outdoor gear, 
and in most cases a fun blend of the 
two. Guests celebrated the goodness 
of God with smiles and laughs as we 
offered the Superman Prayer before 
our meal and sang and danced to 
camp classic “Pharaoh, Pharaoh.” 
Campers and former campers offered 
testimonies, sharing their memories of 
camp and explaining how the camping 
program has impacted their lives. 
The SUSUMC camping community 

generously participated in the live and 
silent auctions. Guests bid on items 
like a Fly-Fishing Experience, Wesley 
Forest Rolls, Old Camp Signage, 
Camp Penn Metal Trays, Philadelphia 
76ers tickets, Hershey Bears tickets, 
local theatre tickets, Greene Hills Oreo 
Fluff, Camp Tie Dye Shirts, and a 
Mystery Box of Camp Lost and Found 
Items!
Guests also celebrated gala honoree 
Rev. Dave Poole, one of the most 
prolific and longest-serving camping 
program mentors/volunteers. Dave 
first came to the camping program 
in 1982 in the form of a counselor. 
In 1990, he became a camp dean 
at Wesley Forest, alongside Rev. 
Beth Jones. Since then, Dave has 
impacted thousands of lives with his 
kindness, his care, and his love. He 
has launched the career and nurtured 
the call of at least a dozen pastors in 
the Susquehanna Conference. 

The board is thrilled to announce 
the Camp Fancy Gala raised over 
$20,000 for the Camp and Retreat 
Ministry! Many thanks to our generous 
gala sponsors: Aldersgate UMC in 
Mechanicsburg, Swissdale UMC 
in Lock Haven, Trinity Charge in 
Williamsport District, Calvary UMC 
in Harrisburg, Cardinal Creek, Hess 
Hanna & Associates, and Juniata 
UMC in Altoona.

Dave Poole ended his remarks at the 
gala with the simple, yet profound 
statement, “Camp Changes Lives.” 
The success of this event allows us to 
change the lives of even more young 
people. You too can offer your support 
to the SUSUMC Camp & Retreat 
Ministry by donating HERE. 

Stay tuned for information on the 2023 
Camp Fancy Gala!

Gala honoree Dave Poole (tan jacket) was celebrated by campers, former campers, staff, and guests for his 40 years of camp ministry.

First Annual Camp Fancy Gala

https://susumcamps.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=179
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First Annual Camp Fancy Gala Gallery

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KRISTIN HOOVER 
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Douglas Hoy, Conference Disaster Response Coordinator

Last month, my wife and I took 
the opportunity to go on a date. 
We decided to take in a movie 

entitled “I Heard the Bells.” The 
storyline chronicled how poet Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow came to write 
the poem that eventually turned in 
to a popular Christmas carol. After 
seeing the movie, I was intrigued 
by the portrayal of Longfellow’s life, 
decided to do a little research, and 
familiarize myself with his writings. 
The result of that exploration revealed 
that, while he was considered the 
most popular poet of that time, 
Longfellow also lived a real and 
relatable life.
Without giving away the entire story 
line, he lived a simple yet very happy 
life. He experienced family struggles, 
grief and healing. He was drawn into 
the conflict created by a charged 
political and social climate. He 
grappled with keeping promises and 
addressing teen rebellion. Longfellow 
was a widower and single father after 
tragic circumstances took his second 
wife, whom he described as the 
inspiration for his poetry and his life. 
His faith wavered. His hope for the 
future was lost.
Over the past few years, we have 

experienced much of the same. The 
pandemic turned our world upside 
down. Social distancing forced many 
to abandon the sense of community 
we previously enjoyed. We became 
distant from our neighbors, friends, 
and church community. Our ministry 
and mission suffered.
In the early morning hours of 
December 25, 1863, while still 
wrestling with his hopelessness and 
grief, Longfellow heard the bells of 
the local church ringing. Justin Taylor, 
executive vice president for book 
publishing and publisher for books at 
Crossway Publishing, explained in his 
blog that Longfellow heard these bells 
and “the singing of ‘peace on earth’ 
(Luke 2:14), but he observed the 
world of injustice and violence that 
seemed to mock the truthfulness of 
this optimistic outlook” (Taylor, 2014). 
Longfellow recognized this contrast 
in his own life and in our nation and 
began to pen the words of the poem 
that eventually became the Christmas 
carol: words that lead the reader or 
listener to understand that peace 
and hope can be found despite the 
despair surrounding us.
Last month, we celebrated the birth 
of our Savior. And, Scripture tells us 
He came as the Prince of Peace. The 
angels sang about it. His ministry 

was filled with the message of peace. 
Scripture tells us, “My peace I give 
to you; not as the world gives do I 
give to you” (John 14:27). And, when 
Jesus arose from the dead, He spoke 
of it saying, “Peace be to you. As the 
Father has sent Me, I also send you” 
(John 20:21). 
In 1838, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
also wrote the poem, “A Psalm of 
Life,” in which he encourages readers 
to make the best of their life. It 
speaks of having a purpose despite 
the messiness around us and ends 
with a call to action. 
“Let us then be up and doing,/ With a 
heart for any fate;/ Still achieving, still 
pursuing,/ Learn to labor and to wait.” 
(Longfellow, 1838)
We have heard the bells ringing and 
the carolers singing. We have been 
assured there is peace in knowing 
and following Jesus. As you begin the 
New Year, let this message fill your 
heart. Return to your mission and 
ministry. And, being commissioned, 
go out and take action to spread the 
message that: 
“Then pealed the bells more loud 
and deep:/ ‘God is not dead, nor 
doth He sleep;/ The Wrong shall fail,/ 
The Right prevail,/ With peace on 
earth, good-will to men.’” (Longfellow, 
Christmas Bells, 1863)

Have You Heard the Bells…and the Message?

Douglas Hoy
Disaster Response Coordinator

Email: drc@susumc.org
Phone: 717-766-7441, ext. 3402

Website: www.susmb.org
Facebook: @SUSDisasterResponse

Twitter: @UMCDisasterResp
Disaster Response Ministry Blog:  

susdisasterresponse.blogspot.com/

PHOTO: PIXABAY - ALBRECHT FEITZ

http://www.susmb.org
https://www.facebook.com/SUSDisasterResponse
https://twitter.com/UMCDisasterResp
http://susdisasterresponse.blogspot.com/
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Revolutionary Kingdom: Following the 
Rebel Jesus – This study by Mike Slaughter 
will challenge all Jesus-followers to step out of 
our places of comfort as we step up, proactively 
and courageously, to address the economic 
inequalities and unjust policies afflicting the least, 
lost, and underserved. (6 sessions. Includes 
DVD, leader guide, and book.)
The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the 
Christian Life – How do we walk with Christ: 
daily follow Him, grow in Him, and faithfully 
serve Him? Join Adam Hamilton to discover five 
essential spiritual practices rooted in Jesus’ own 
walk with God. (6 sessions. Includes DVD, leader 
guide, and book. Children and youth books also 
available.)
Why Easter Matters – Andy Stanley looks at the 
lives of several key people in the familiar story 
of Jesus’ crucifixion. The circumstances they 
faced are different than ours, but their actions 
and mistakes are not different at all. (4 sessions. 
Includes DVD and study guide.) 
Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple 
– Adam Hamilton studies the life of Simon 
Peter, an ordinary fisherman who heard an 
extraordinary call. Filmed on location in Israel 
and Italy, the DVD shows key sites in Simon 
Peter’s life. (6 sessions. Includes DVD, leader 
guide, and book. Children and youth books also 
available.)
What Makes a Hero? The Death-Defying 
Ministry of Jesus – Looking at pop culture 
heroes through the lens of faith, author Matt 
Rawle shows how Jesus turned the concept of 
hero on its head. (6 sessions. Includes DVD, 
leader guide, and book. Children and youth 
books also available.)
Restored: Finding Redemption in Our Mess 
– Author Tom Berlin encourages us to reflect 
and meditate on our own brokenness, showing 
us that it is only when we focus on the cross as 
a place to surrender control that we can leave 
our mess and find true redemption. (6 sessions. 
Includes DVD, leader guide, and book. Youth 
book also available.)

Final Words from the Cross – Adam Hamilton 
examines Christ’s dying hours and His final 
words as seen and heard by those who stood 
near the cross. (6 sessions. Includes DVD, 
leader guide, and book.)
24 Hours that Changed the World – Travel to 
the Holy Land with Adam Hamilton, visiting the 
sites where the earth-shaking events of the last 
24 hours of Jesus’ life took place. (7 sessions. 
Includes DVD, leader guide, book, and 40 Days 
of Reflection booklet.)
The God We Can Know: Exploring the “I 
Am” Sayings of Jesus – Author Rob Fuquay 
explores the “I am” statements of Jesus found in 
the gospel of John. (7 sessions. Includes DVD 
and book.)
Creed: What Christians Believe and Why 
– Adam Hamilton believes that for Christians 
and others seeking faith, powerful answers are 
contained in the Apostle’s Creed. (6 sessions. 
Includes DVD, leader guide, and book.)
The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus 
– Author Adam Hamilton follows in the footsteps 
of Jesus from His baptism to the temptations to 
the heart of His ministry. (6 sessions. Includes 
DVD, leader guide, and book.)
Complete descriptions of these and all our other 
resources can be found in the online catalog 
on our website: www.discovery-place.org. You 
may place an order directly through our online 
catalog, e-mail discovery@susumc.org, or call 
717-766-7968. We look forward to hearing from 
you!
Serving Christ with you,
Joni Robison

Find free spiritual growth resources for your church at www.discovery-place.org

JONI ROBISON

Susquehanna Conference
303 Mulberry Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

717-766-7968
email  discovery@susumc.org
web  www.discovery-place.org

Lenten Studies
Ash Wednesday is February 22, so it’s not too early to start planning for a Lenten study! Choose from the following resources. 
Quantities are limited, so reserve your first choice early.   

http://www.discovery-place.org
http://www.discovery-place.org
mailto:discovery%40susumc.org?subject=
http://www.discovery-place.org
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CLM School is provided by

CERTIFIED LAY MINISTER SCHOOL
Join us 

February 3 - 5, 2023 
March 10 - 12, 2023 

May 5 - 7, 2023 
Starts: 1 pm Fridays; Ends: 4pm Sundays  

___________________________________________________________

Wesley Forest 
58 Wesley Forest Ln, Weikert, PA  17885 
Bring linens and blankets. All meals provided.

Certified Lay Minister (CLM) School operates at the same time and location as the 
Local Pastor Licensing School of the Susquehanna Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. Participants are those seeking further development as lay persons 
in leadership who may experience an assignment to a local church as a pastor, working 
as a staff person as a local congregation in areas of education, outreach, community 
development, or new church development. For some, the credentialing process helps 
fulfill ministry opportunities outside the local congregation as a chaplain or other helping 
profession. Learn more about the process for becoming a CLM

Please bring a Bible, Book of Worship, Hymnal, and 2016 Book of Discipline

Cost for ALL Three Weekends: $600

ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED AT ALL EVENTS 

Register by January 20, 2023 

Questions?  Contact:
Coordinator of Certified Lay Ministers, Ron Swift – rswift@susumc.org

Staff Director of Lay Servant Ministries, Kim Shockley – kshockley@susumc.org

https://susumc.org/lay-ministry/

https://susumc.org/files/ministries/lay-ministry/3%20COLUMN%20-%20LAY%20SERVANT-SPEAKER-CLM%20-%20final.pdf
https://susumc.org/lay-ministry/
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SAVE THE DATES 
Join one of these events from 9:30 am - 3:30 pm 

Thursday, February 9, 2023 
Church of the Good Shephard - Tyrone, Pa.     (REGISTER) 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 
Carlisle UMC - Carlisle, Pa.     (REGISTER) 

Saturday, March 25, 2023 
First UMC - Muncy, Pa.     (REGISTER)

These events will be offered throughout the Susquehanna Conference for leaders  
(clergy and lay) who want to practice a “coach approach” to leadership.  

A coach approach will help you to have more fruitful, action-oriented conversations focused on 
the next steps toward achieving goals.

Our ICF Certified coaches, Ron Doverspike, Ryan Krauss, and Kim Shockley, will lead the training.

Cost: $15/person - Lunch will be provided 

REGISTER TODAY

The event is sponsored by the SUSUMC Coaching Network

https://susumc.org/grow-coaching/
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Lay Members at 
Large needed 
for the 2023 
Susquehanna 
Annual Conference 
May 18-20, 2023  
The 2023 Susquehanna Annual 
Conference meeting will be held May 
18-20, at The Community Arts Center 
in Williamsport, PA. Each year, the 
hope is to equalize the number of 
clergy and lay persons attending 
AC, as well as to encourage a 
diversity of voices representing as 
many churches and places across 
the conference. To achieve this, we 
ask lay persons who are interested 
in being considered to serve as a 
Lay Member at Large to register for 
consideration. 
VIEW MORE DETAILS

YPMC Bible Study 
Starting January 23, 2023
Attention Youth and Youth Leaders! 
The Young People’s Ministry Council 
will be hosting a weekly, 30-minute 
online Bible study for youth and youth 
leaders on Mondays at 7am. This 
will be led by one of the conference’s 
youth leaders and member of 
YPMC. Join us for a brief time of 
rejuvenation and begin your week off 
on the right foot! The first one will be 
held on Monday, January 23 at 7am. 
Please click HERE to log on to the 
bible study on Zoom. Meeting ID: 884 
1331 0595

Conference Board 
of Global Ministries 
Grants
Deadline: January 31
The Conference Board of Global 
Ministries offers grants to help 
churches in the Susquehanna 
Conference grow in their discipleship 
capacity in relation to loving their 
neighbors. Areas of particular 
focus are disaster relief, volunteers 
in missions, missions, justice, 
evangelism, advocacy, and training 
related to these topics. Grants can be 
applied for on a rolling basis.
Our next application deadline is 
January 31.
LEARN MORE & APPLY TODAY

Febuary, April & September 
The Grow and Equip Teams of the 
Susquehanna Conference are thrilled 
to offer three learning experiences in 
2023 to help pastors and laity grow 
and be equipped to live into this new 
reality in which we find ourselves.
Refresh Your Soul 
Saturday, February 18, 2023 
10:00am-3:30pm 
Refresh Your Community  
Saturday, April 22, 2023  
9:00am-4:00pm
Refresh Your Plan  
Saturday, September 30, 2023 
9:00am-4:00pm
Cost per event $10.00
CEU’s are available.
For more information and to register:
https://susumc.org/refresh/

Human Relations Sunday
January 15, 2023

Churchwide Special Sunday 
website

Certified Lay Minister 
School

February 3-5, 2023 
March 10-12, 2023 

May 5-7, 2023
See page 14

https://susumc.org/lay-ministry/

Coach Approach Training
February 9, 2023 

March 7, 2023 
March 25, 2023

see page 15
website

Refresh events
February 18, 2023 

April 22, 2023 
September 30, 2023

See info at right
https://susumc.org/refresh/

Ash Wednesday
February 22, 2023
The first day of Lent

website

2023 Susquehanna  
Annual Conference

May 18-20, 2023
The Community Arts Center in 

Williamsport, PA
Stay tuned on susumc.org 

for more information 

http://VIEW MORE DETAILS
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88413310595
https://susmb.org/grants/
https://susumc.org/refresh/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/human-relations-day-pastor-and-leader-kit
https://susumc.org/lay-ministry/ 
https://susumc.org/grow-coaching/
https://susumc.org/refresh/
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-did-ash-wed-begin-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
http://susumc.org
http://www.mountasbury.org
http://www.camppenn.org
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http://www.mountasbury.org
http://www.camppenn.org
http://www.wesleyforest.org
http://www.greenehills.org


www.facebook.com/susumc

find us on

We’re using social media to engage and equip 
the local church in making disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world. 
Check us out on Facebook for the latest news, 

resources, classifieds, events, and more.

January – 100 years ago
The January 1923 issue of The Evangel, monthly 
magazine of The Women’s Missionary Association of the 
United Brethren Church, included a lengthy article titled 
“The Missionary-Wife” by Mrs. Grace Ressler Shively. 
Mary Grace Ressler (1883-1974) was the daughter of Rev. 
John I.L. Ressler (1854-1934) and granddaughter of Rev. 
Jacob B. Ressler (1821-1891), United Brethren pastors 
and superintendents in the Allegheny Conference. She 
was the wife of Rev. B. Franklin Shively (1880-1956), a 
United Brethren pastor in the Pennsylvania Conference. 
Rev. Shively is a ministerial son of Otterbein Church in 
Fayetteville, Franklin County.
The Shivelys met while students at Otterbein University 
and served briefly in Milton, PA, before entering the 
mission field and serving in Japan from 1907 to 1941. 
Home on furlough when Pearl Harbor was bombed, they 
avoided internment in Japan but were never able to return 
to their mission field. They served Otterbein Church in 
Emigsville, York County, 1942-46 before working for the 
EUB Board of Missions in Dayton, OH, and retiring in 
1949.

February – 50 years ago
On Sunday, February 11, 1973, the Quincy Home formally 
presented to the Quincy UM Church the parsonage/
apartment building that the congregation had been using 
to house the pastor. As reported in THE LINK, “In addition 
to the parsonage dwelling, this building contains two 
apartments and is located on a piece of ground 190′ x 
278′.” The building, still standing at 8625 Anthony Highway, 
was used as a parsonage until it was sold on April 1, 2003. 
The church office had been in the basement until 1998, 
then the District Superintendent said it could no longer be 
used since there was no access to the bathroom.
The Quincy Home started in Mechanicsburg in 1893 as the 
Colestock Old People’s Home and was the first benevolent 
home in the entire United Brethren denomination. 
The Quincy Orphanage started in 1903 and was the 
denomination’s second benevolent home. In 1915 the two 
institutions completed a merger to become the Quincy 
Orphanage and Home. The orphanage was discontinued 
in the 1960s. Ownership of the home was transferred in 
the 1990s and Quincy Village continues today as part of 
the Presbyterian Senior Living family of communities.

Remembering Our Heritage
DR. MILTON LOYER, Conference Archivist

Susquehanna Annual Conference 
Resolutions Deadline
The opportunity is here once again for you, 
your congregation, or any of its members to 
offer a resolution for consideration at the 2023 
session of AC.
Resolutions are to be clearly printed and 
sent together with supporting documentation. 
Please include a title for your resolution. It 
is preferred that all resolutions be received 
electronically via email: aburd-harris@susumc.
org.
If you are unable to email the resolutions, you 
may mail them to: ATTN: ANDREW BURD-
HARRIS, EVANGELICAL UMC, 157 E WATER 
ST, MIDDLETOWN PA 17057
Please indicate a contact person should we 
need to contact the petitioner for clarification.
Resolutions must be received no later than 
February 15.

https://www.susumc.org/bishops-partners-in-mission/
http://www.facebook.com/susumc
http://facebook.com/susumc
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Mrs. Catherine Jean Atchison of 
Millersburg, PA, spouse of Pastor 
Alan Drew Atchison, died Sunday, 
December 18, 2022 at Penn State 
Health Hampden Medical Center in 
Enola PA.Obituary.

Mrs. Mary Lou Bennetch of 
Harrisburg, PA, widow of Rev. 
Frederick E. Bennetch, died 
Wednesday, November 9, 2022 at 
Country Meadows West Shore in 
Mechanicsburg PA. Obituary.
Mrs. Jane Marie Burtner of Brady, 
TX, widow of Rev. Roger Q. Burtner, 
died Monday, April 11, 2022 at 
Bloomsburg Healthcare in Bloomsburg 
PA 17815. Obituary.

Rev. Charles R. Moyer of 
Montoursville, PA, Honorable Location 
Retired, died on Saturday, December 
24, 2022 at Celebration Villa of 
Loyalsock in Montoursville. Among 
his survivors is his wife, Rev. Jean W. 
Moyer. Obituary.

Mrs. Esther L. Taylor of Clearfield, 
PA, widow of Rev. Stratford C. Taylor, 
died Wednesday, December 28, 2022. 
Obituary.

ERRATUM
Please send corrections to  

link@susumc.org

SUBSCRIBE!
Susquehanna LINK can be 
delivered directly to your 
email inbox. Simply send 

your email address to  
link@susumc.org with  

“LINK Subscription” in the 
subject line.

District Offices
Altoona District
Superintendent: Rev� Dr� Joleen Willis
 jwillis@susumc�org
AA: Kathy Palmer
 altoona@susumc�org
Phone: 814-693-9220
Office:	 1381	Plank	Rd.,	Suite	104
 Duncansville, PA 16635-8458
Harrisburg District
Superintendent: Rev� Barry Robison
 brobison@susumc�org
AA: TBD
 harrisburg@susumc�org
Phone: 717-766-8124
Office:	 303	Mulberry	Dr.,	Suite	200
 Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3198
Lewisburg District
Superintendent: Rev� Dr� Gary Weaver
 gweaver@susumc�org
AA: Debbie Ackley
 lewisburg@susumc�org
Phone: 570-523-9592
Office:	 31	Baylor	Blvd
 Lewisburg, PA 17837-9203
Scranton Wilkes-Barre District
Superintendent: Rev� Judy Walker
 jwalker@susumc�org
AA: Elsa Rodriguez
 scrantonwilkesbarre@susumc�org
Phone: 570-901-1569
Office:	 40	Knob	Hill	Rd.
 Trucksville, PA 18708
State College District
Superintendent: Rev� Brenda Leigey
 bleigey@susumc�org
AA: Helen Meyer
 statecollege@susumc�org
Phone: 814-237-4365
Office:	 1200	Haymaker	Rd.
 State College, PA 16801-6943
Williamsport District
Superintendent: Rev� Dr� Paul Amara
 pamara@susumc�org
AA: Jill Johnston
 williamsport@susumc�org
Phone: 570-323-7452
Office:	 2420	Nottingham	Rd.
 Williamsport, PA 17701-4057
York District
Superintendent: Rev� Cathy Boileau
 cboileau@susumc�org
AA: Autumn Christine
 york@susumc�org
Phone: 717-755-8863
Office:	 1910	Kenneth	Rd.,	Suite	D
 York, PA 17404

www.susumc.org
PHOTO: CREATIONSWAP

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/catherine-atchison-obituary?id=38451317
https://obits.pennlive.com/us/obituaries/pennlive/name/mary-bennetch-obituary?id=38221547
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/26255521/jane-marie-burtner
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/26755684/charles-r-moyer/montoursville/pennsylvania/spitler-funeral-home-inc
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/26785566/esther-l-taylor
mailto:link%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:link%40susumc.org?subject=
http://susumc.org



