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A WITNESS TO MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

 ...Live lives that are worthy of the Lord and 
pleasing to him in every way: by producing 
fruit in every good work and growing in the 

knowledge of God; by being strengthened 
through his glorious might so that you 

endure everything and have patience; and 
by giving thanks with joy to the Father.

Colossians 1:10-12  CEB
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Rev. Dr. Kathleen E. Kind
Director of Connectional Ministries

From time to time, since the 
beginning of my appointment 

as the Director of Connectional 
Ministries, people (like my family 
and friends) have asked me what 
I actually do. For me, a concise 
summary of the role of the DCM is to 
help resource congregations, clergy 
and laity to be disciples of Jesus who 
are making new disciples of Jesus. 
And, my office does that by focusing 
on clergy and lay excellence, 
church vitality and encouraging the 
connection of the Church to the wider 
Church and the world. As I write this, 
I can almost hear the voices of my 
family and friends say, “yes, but what 
does that really mean?” 
What that means is, my role (and this 
is something about which I am quite 
passionate) is to partner with you (as 
a congregation, as clergy, as laity) 
and help you take next faithful steps 
in ministry. 
We are in an interesting season in 

the life of the Church. The impact 
of COVID has been significant. We 
do Church differently than we did 
in 2019. We see this in worship, 
small groups, age-level ministries, 
missions, and even the formerly 
ever-present food ministries (really, 
prior to 2020 how often did we come 
together and not have some sort of 
food—whether that was cookies or 
a covered dish?). And, as we move 
forward, we are going to continue to 
do Church differently. 
So, in my church vitality portfolio I am 
excited to equip congregations for 
vitality as we explore ways to build 
relationships in our communities 
that lead to sharing our experiences 
of Jesus in our lives. In my lay 
excellence portfolio, Kim Shockley is 
working very closely with Lay Servant 
Ministries including Certified Lay 
Ministers to not only fulfill the Book of 
Discipline requirements, but to also 
help raise up new Lay Servants and 
CLMs. Kim has been helping Lay 
Leaders to know and understand their 

role in the local church and has been 
helping congregations explore why 
we exist, what we value, and what 
God might be calling the church to do 
next. 
Even though people and positions 
within the annual conference 
have shifted in this season, our 
commitment to our mission and vision 
to grow spiritual transformational 
leaders, equip vital congregations and 
create new places for new people, 
and connect with each other and the 
world so that alive in Christ together, 
the Susquehanna Conference will 
embody the beloved community 
of disciple-making congregations 
remains unwavering. 
Sometimes, at the end of a day when 
I’ve been busy but haven’t really 
gotten anything done, I have quietly 
wondered, what does the Director 
of Connectional Ministries do? And 
yet, I do know this; my job is to help 
all of us live into our mission to be 
followers of Jesus who help others to 
be followers of Jesus. 

The Role of DCM in This Season
Connectional Ministries

www.susumc.org

http://www.susumc.org
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After an extensive job search, 
Bishop Cynthia Moore-
Koikoi and Bishop Sandra 

Steiner Ball, episcopal leaders of 
the Susquehanna and Western 
Pennsylvania Annual Conferences 
of the United Methodist Church, are 
“ecstatic to announce that Liz Lennox 
will serve in the shared position 
of Director of Communications for 
the Susquehanna and Western 
Pennsylvania Annual Conferences.” 
The new position will create and 
oversee communications strategies 
for both conferences and will 
collaborate with the communications 
staff in each conference.
 “As we attempt to perceive the new 
things God is doing and continue 
to acknowledge the porous nature 

of annual conference boundaries, 
we discerned an opportunity to 
maximize our resources and work 
more efficiently in our communication 
offices in the Susquehanna and 
Western Pennsylvania Annual 
Conferences,” Bishop Moore-Koikoi 
explained. “Working through the 
WPA Personnel Committee and 
SUS leadership, we developed 
a joint position for Director of 
Communications. This shared 
position will allow for greater 
consistency in denominational 
communications across the annual 
conferences. We also believe that 
this new position will provide greater 
opportunity for us to boast in the Lord 
and all that God is doing through 
the mission and ministry of each 
individual annual conference.”
Liz has been serving as the 
coordinator of social media and visual 
communications for the Western PA 
Conference since June 2017. Liz has 
two Bachelor of Arts degrees, one in 
Media & Communications and one 
in English Literature. She also has 
a certificate in Professional Writing. 
Liz started the new role of Shared 
Director of Communications on 
August 1, 2022.
Bishop Steiner Ball summarized why 
Liz was selected for the position: 
“Liz brings a wonderful collaborative 
spirit and approach to the ministry 
and mission of communications, 
as well as a wide variety of skills 
in written, electronic, visual, social 
media connections, and strategy. 

Her continual spiritual growth and 
formation guides her in building 
relationships with others, her decision 
making, and her storytelling. Liz 
brings an enthusiasm and eagerness 
for being on the ground in both 
annual conferences. She will seek 
to build relationships with lay and 
clergy leadership and with the 
congregations of both conferences 
and the communities they serve, in 
order to tell the stories of Christ’s 
mission and ministry throughout 
the Susquehanna and Western 
Pennsylvania Conferences.”
Bishop Moore-Koikoi added, “Liz 
brings to the position a sensitivity to 
the ways in which the elders of our 
village prefer to receive information 
and an expertise in the ways in which 
young people obtain information.”
“I am beyond thrilled to step into what 
will undoubtedly be a challenging, 
yet rewarding new role as Director 
of Communications,” Liz stated after 
accepting the new position. “I deeply 
value connection and collaboration 
above all else and I am blessed 
with this opportunity to strengthen 
the relationship between our two 
conferences. I am most excited to 
meet new people and tell their stories 
in a way that shares the good news of 
Jesus Christ and celebrates who we 
are as United Methodists.”
As she begins serving the 
Susquehanna and Western PA 
Annual Conferences, we join together 
in praying with and for Liz.

New Shared Director of Communications for the 
Susquehanna and Western PA Conferences Hired

Liz Lennox

http://igniteyoungpeople.org/
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Liz Lennox
Director of Communications SUSUMC & WPAUMC

In February of 2016, I sat facing 
a group of eight kind faces as I 

interviewed for a part-time church 
secretary job at the local United 
Methodist Church. This was not a 
job I particularly wanted, but I had 
recently moved back to the area 
from a city I loved and missed and 
I was desperate. I was adrift and 
College Hill United Methodist Church 
tossed me the life raft I desperately 
needed. For the next year and a 
half, I walked into the wood-paneled 
church office every morning to 
answer phones, print bulletins and 
chat with the church members who 
would drop in to say hello. I could 
have never imagined where that 
job, begrudgingly accepted out of 
desperation, would lead me. 
Six years and a few months 
later, I walked into my office in 
Mechanicsburg as the new shared 
Director of Communications for 
the Susquehanna and Western 
Pennsylvania Conferences of The 
United Methodist Church. On my 
desk was a signed welcome poster 
from the wonderful staff at the 
Susquehanna Conference. As I stood 
there reading the kind greetings from 
my new colleagues, I reflected on the 
time I’ve spent serving The United 
Methodist Church and the path God 
sent me down when I accepted that 
church secretary position. 
Even as a part-time secretary for a 
small church, I recognized the vital 
importance of strong communication. 
My time spent working at the local 
church made me deeply value the 
critical role that communication plays 
and the relationship between local 
and conference communicators. I 
moved on from the local church to 
work for the Western Pennsylvania 
Conference as the social media and 
visual communications coordinator, 
but I carried with me that deep 
respect for the local church and 
the work they do. In my new role, 

I had the opportunity to work with 
numerous administrators, pastors and 
councils to strategize and strengthen 
their communication plans. It is 
my hope that I can continue to 
empower the local churches in 
the Susquehanna Conference by 
providing guidance and training 
around communication. 
Above all, I consider myself a 
storyteller. I recognize there’s a lot of 
power in the ability to tell stories—we 
use storytelling as a way to share 
news, inform and educate, preserve 
history and make a difference. Stories 
have the power to evoke hope, break 
hearts, speak truth and change lives. 
The most important stories are often 
deeply personal. 
One of the more profound 
experiences of my life was reading 
the stories at the District Six Museum 
in Cape Town, South Africa. The 
museum, coincidentally located in the 
former Buitenkant Street Methodist 
Church, is dedicated to a Black 
neighborhood that was razed during 
apartheid. The people who lived in 
that neighborhood were removed 
from their homes and the entire 
neighborhood was destroyed. All that 
was left were various objects and 
stories. Some of those stories are 
written and displayed and some are 
shared verbally by the guides who 
once lived there. The museum and 
the stories stand as a gut-wrenching 

and powerful testament to the horrors 
of racism. Those profound stories 
changed my life and made me realize 
how important storytelling is. 
In my time as a communicator in 
Western Pennsylvania, I have had 
the privilege to tell many stories of 
those I’ve encountered. I profiled 
the oldest living retired clergy 
person in the WPA Conference and 
introduced Quinn, the service dog 
the conference supports. I shared the 
heartbreaking story of a Puerto Rican 
man who lost everything in Hurricane 
Maria and had been unable to clear 
the wreckage of his home until our 
team assisted him. I highlighted an 
antiracism event that showcased 
the music of Paul Robeson. All 
these stories have demonstrated 
to the world who we are as United 
Methodists and what we represent. 
My ability to tell stories is a gift and I 
am so grateful for the opportunity to 
share that gift in the Susquehanna 
Conference. My path has led me 
here, to this conference, to tell your 
stories. And I am blessed. 

Communications
The Power of Storytelling

Puerto RicoPuerto Rico

AfricaAfrica

http://www.susumc.org
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Licensed Local Pastors and Certified Lay Ministers ‘22

The following people were recognized at the 2022 
Susquehanna Annual Conference for completing their 
respective courses of study:
Licensed Local Pastors (above):
(back row) W. Brian McTavish, Jeffrey Holland, Todd 
Davis, Justin Frear, Robert Paire, Justin Keel
(front row) Kelly Groves, Mary Forshey, Christina Moyer, 
Melia Garrett, Lucy Obrzut, Michele Galloway 
(not pictured)  Eric Light, Calvin Phillips II, Resa Schrack, 
Certified Lay Ministers (left):
(pictured) Elizabeth Kostelnik and Ray Bailor 
(not pictured) Norman Saylor, Sylvia Smith
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Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders
What to Do?

www.susumc.org

KIM SHOCKLEY
Coordinator for Pathways of Spiritual Leadership

At a recent God’s Call event our 
presenter shared information 

about the ongoing decline of 
Christianity. It was supported from 
an article in Patheos—Is Christianity 
Declining in Numbers by Alonzo 
Gaskill PH.D. This article shares 
the three reasons why, yes, indeed, 
Christianity is in decline. 
First, fertility rates are sharply 
declining. People simply are not 
having as many children. And for 
many of our communities in the 
Susquehanna Conference, those 
who are having children often have to 
leave the area in order to find work. 
There is not much we can do about 
that. 

Second, evangelism is not widely 
practiced by institutional churches in 
the United States and the average 
Christian is not comfortable speaking 
openly about their faith or living it in 
very public ways. 

And third, some people outside 
Christianity and many former 
practicing Christians find the faith 
(and church) to be unattractive 
and irrelevant. One point is often 
made that Christians seldom live 
the teachings of Jesus. Fortunately, 
there is something we can do about 
these second two reasons – and by 
“we” I am speaking to every person 
who considers themselves Christian 
and attends a local congregation. By 
the way, the information we glean 
from Mission Insite Ministry Priority 
reports verifies these two statements 
in our communities and around our 
churches. 

Evangelism is a really scary word! 
Does it conjure images of standing 
on street corners with a bullhorn? 
Do you think you have to know 
everything the Bible says and be 

able to quote chapter and verse? Are 
you concerned that you would have 
to lead someone through a “sinner’s 
prayer”? These are our own created 
perceptions of evangelism that keep 
us from being healthy faith sharers, 
and are NOT what other people want 
from us anyway!

To be a faith sharer, having a story 
to tell about what Jesus means in 
your life is important. Being able to 
lean into listening to others share 
their stories is even more important! 
What is your story about an answered 
prayer? Tell it, and ask – have you 
ever experienced answered prayer? 
I bet the other person has a story 
too! Before long, you are connecting 
your faith to actual living! Today, 
evangelism is about relationship and 
authenticity. No one expects you 
to have all the answers, but a real 
story about your relationship with 
God through Jesus, empowered by 
the Holy Spirit can be an exciting, 
authentic witness that other people 
want to hear. 

“Unattractive” and “irrelevant” are 
words that hurt us because we have 
invested so much of our lives into 
what we have now as “church” and 
we simply can’t understand how other 
people don’t want what we have. 
Unfortunately, these perceptions 
that others have about Christianity 
often come from one experience 
with one Christian during one part 
of their lives—and it simply (like 
prejudice) spreads to all who call 
themselves Christian. This is what 
we are up against when we move out 
from our pews into the community 
around us. We are called to be more 
like Jesus (loving, kind, graceful, 
etc.) everywhere we go in order to 
help other people realize that their 
perceptions may not be true about 
every church and Christian. 

A few weeks ago, while lunching 
at Olive Garden with a friend, our 
server came to our table flustered 
and concerned because we waited 
too long. We greeted her with smiles 
and said, “all is well.” During our 
interaction with her I noticed a lovely 
feather tattoo on her forearm, so I 
asked her to tell us the story of that 
art work. She quickly shared how 
it was a representation of a special 
relationship she has with her sister 
and was so grateful that we asked 
and were interested in her story. 
We all experienced an authentic 
conversation and felt a significant 
connection with another human 
being. 

My spiritual practice lately has been 
to see each person in front of me 
as a loved Child of God – no matter 
what. I’m hoping that our server felt 
that during our time together. We 
did the work of planting “love seeds” 
so that God can continue to grow 
them—that is evangelism—as we 
share abundant Christian love that 
transforms lives wherever we go!

Spiritual 
Transformational 

Leaders engage others 
in abundant Christian 
love that transforms 

lives wherever they go.

http://www.susumc.org
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By Kevin Witt
Director of Age Level and Beloved Community Ministries

Earlier this year, The United 
Methodist Camp and 
Retreat Ministry Association 

announced that a major donor 
contributed more than 1 million 
dollars to strengthen United 
Methodist Camp and Retreat 
Ministries across the denomination. 
The donor recognizes the unique 
power of this ministry to change lives, 
inspire young people and adults in 
their giftedness, and create deeper 
connections with Christ, community 
and creation. We are thrilled to 
share that the grant request from the 
Susquehanna Conference is one of 
the those chosen to receive funding.
The grant must focus on an initiative 
that “elevates future sustainability 
and lasting impact of your camp 
and retreat ministry”. Here in the 
Susquehanna Conference the 
Camp and Retreat Ministry Board 
is now working with Kaleidoscope 
—one of the most highly regarded 
consultants for non-profit and 
religiously affiliated camp and retreat 
centers in the country. The board 
has been discussing the need for a 
consultation to build upon the good 
work that has been done in recent 
years to improve the ministry and its 
reach. The grant comes at the perfect 
time. Kaleidoscope excels at helping 
ministries assess a wide range of 
factors that contribute to vitality, 
effectiveness and missional impact 
long-term. 
The consultation and strategic 
planning process go deeper in 
examining key areas to strengthen 
the overall ministry. One example is 

mission clarity, focus, and specific 
outcomes and changes identified 
as central to the purpose of our 
camp and retreat ministry. Some 
other areas of assessment include 
leadership models and preparation, 
participant and guest analysis, 
church and community needs, 
financial health and sustainability, 
facilities and programs, staffing, 
and much more. Kaleidoscope 
has worked with hundreds of faith-
based and nonprofit camp and 
retreat centers and programs. They 
bring a wealth of information about 
innovative possibilities and important 
milestones to reach for long-term 
sustainability and greater missional 
impact. They are very familiar with 
United Methodist Camp and Retreat 
Ministries, which adds to their insight 
in helping us do our own planning for 
the present and the future.
“The board is excited to engage 
in this process! We are committed 
to exploring opportunities to grow 
the reach and impact of our camp 
and retreat ministry. We strive to 
understand more fully and prayerfully 
discern how we can best serve those 
in our communities,” said Kristin 
Hoover, Chair of the Board of Camp 
and Retreat Ministry.
What a blessing it is to have such a 
visionary donor who is gifting us and 
many others with a real opportunity 
through the Ministry Impact Grant! 
Thanks to all of you, also, for your 
prayers as the board seeks God’s 
guidance in steps that will “elevate 
sustainability and the lasting impact 
of Camp and Retreat Ministry” here 
in the Susquehanna Conference.

Camp and Retreat Ministry  
Receives Ministry Impact Grant

Donors Continue 
to Make the 
Difference
This is a note of thanks to all of 

you who are donors to Camp 
and Retreat Ministry! You have 

been a shining light, especially during 
the last couple of years when the 
need has been so great. Last year, 
you surpassed the needed $100,000 
goal to reach $125,000! Such 
generosity!
This year we share the good news 
that we are continuing our comeback 
following the COVID pandemic. 
Camper numbers were up again this 
year exceeding 2021 numbers by 
close to 250 additional participants. 
We are still 450 campers short of 
our pre-COVID levels, so we have 
a ways to go but will arrive. We are 
counting on donor partners again to 
raise $100,000 in 2022, not only to 
sustain the ministry, but to expand it!
Our Fall Fundraising season will soon 
begin. Please consider coming to the 
Camp Fancy Gala on October 22 at 
Wesley Forest, contributing to the 
Monday Match Campaign beginning 
in late October, supporting Evan 
Funk with his Eagle Scout Project at 
Wesley Forest (see article on page 
9), or give right now! It really does 
make a difference for so many!
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
www.suscamps.org
Camp and Retreat Ministry Team

https://susumcamps.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=179
http://www.suscamps.org 
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Eagle Scout Chooses Wesley 
Forest for His Project
High School 

sophomore Evan 
Funk has chosen 

Wesley Forest as the site 
for his Eagle Scout project. 
“I will be building a stage 
area at Wesley Forest UM 
Camp big enough to hold 
all campers at camp.” said 
Evan, who has been active 
in scouting for ten years, as 
a member of Troop 180 in 
New Kingstown.
“Wesley Forest Camp is 
one of my favorite places in 
the world. I have so many 
memories and friendships 
that were formed and 
shaped there,” he said. 
His dad is Rev. Eric Funk, 
currently serving Central 
UMC, Honesdale, in the 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
District, and his mom 
has been a camp nurse 
for many years. Living in 
a pastor’s family means 
that they have moved to 
many places but Wesley 
Forest has been a special, 
constant place in Evan’s 
life. “My Eagle Project is to 
make Wesley Forest even 
better for future generations 
who will come to grow 
closer to God and to each 
other.”

Evan has now reached the 
stage of fundraising the 
$7,000 needed to complete 
the project. You can help! 
Your giving will support this 
Eagle Scout project and the 
United Methodist camping 
program as well. Check out 
this video for inspiration 
and an explanation of the 
project.
If you want to donate by 
check, please make it out to 
“Susquehanna Conference” 
and on the MEMO line you 
must write “Wesley Forest 
Eagle Project” 
Mail checks to: 
SUSUMC Camping Office,  
303 Mulberry Drive,  
Mechanicsburg PA 
17050-3179. 
You can also give through 
the online giving site, or 
access it using the QR code 
below.

Christian Education 
Sunday, September 18
Children and youth from across the 

conference attending church camps have 
found acceptance, formed many authentic 

relationships, and experienced God in a deeper 
way. Church camps help campers learn how to 
make decisions, how to work as a team, to be 
resilient and try new things. Many campers would 
not have this opportunity if it weren’t for camper 
scholarships. Thank you for your generous giving 
to the Christian Education Sunday Offering as a 
congregation and individuals! 

“Camp can give a renewal of hope  
for the world, because you meet so many 

beautiful believers of Christ who help you in 
your walk with Christ!”  

- Jesse 
“Camp is one place in the world where  

I can truly be myself and not feel judged. 
Camp helps me be a better person  

and love God more.”  
- Miranda 

These statements reflect how the summer camping 
program brings young people from all corners of our 
conference to learn about living in the love of Christ 
in a fun, safe, nurturing, and natural environment. 
Christian Education Sunday occurs every fall on the 
third Sunday in September. One hundred percent 
of the special offering collected provides funding 
for the Camper Scholarship Fund. In a typical year, 
over $20,000 is needed to meet the growing need 
among families and individuals who attend our 
Susquehanna Conference Camps. 
Place your check in the offering plate marked 
for Christian Education Offering # 4015 OR visit 
the Camp & Retreat Ministry website at www.
susumcamps.org. Click on the donation button and 
then select scholarships. If you have questions, 
please call 717-766- 7395 or e-mail us at camps@
susumc.org. 
Thank you for helping to touch lives for Jesus 
Christ. 

           The staff and board of the

https://www.facebook.com/100058755805037/videos/4875080582593668/
https://susumcamps.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=179&fbclid=IwAR3oqU_Ob2ZLmGERGOlJ_CWQdDwgSMmL_tlX9MvD8D9RqS3LtFqsK2eo1Go
https://susumcamps.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=179
https://susumcamps.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=179
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By Roger Walton

I had the distinct privilege of 
sharing my God-given gifts and 
talents, limited as they may be, 

with persons in need in the Allport-
Bigler-Woodland area of Clearfield 
County, PA, June 19-24. I have been 
blessed to be able to participate for 9 
of the 11 years of this workcamp. Our 
efforts are based on 1 Peter 4:10, 
which states “Each of you should use 
whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms”.
There were 33 individuals, families 
and/or institutions on the request 
list for this year’s workcamp. The 
projects ranged from straightforward 
items like yard work, interior cleaning, 
power washing, exterior painting 
and hauling/stacking firewood to 
more complex items like replacing a 
porch, installing fencing and building 

decks/wheelchair ramps. I haven’t 
seen the final report on all that was 
accomplished, but I know we made a 
difference in the lives of every person 
we interacted with during that week.
I spent the first three days of the 
workcamp as part of a team building 
a deck and wheelchair ramp. The 
husband was recently in the hospital 
and is now confined to a wheelchair. 
The problem was, he had no way of 
getting out of his house in case of an 
emergency or even to go to a doctor’s 
appointment. When he was released 
from the hospital, four individuals 
carried him up a steep set of stairs 
at the rear of the house and placed 
him in a wheelchair inside the home. 
That’s what his world consisted of 
when we arrived. In those three 
days, we built a 10x20 foot deck and 
the structure for the first phase of 
the much-needed wheelchair ramp. 

Unfortunately, we had to stop midway 
on this project after those three 
days, because my team leader had 
to return home. However, a group of 
people (most of whom had been part 
of the workcamp) came together after 
the workcamp to finish the ramp and 
give great hope to this family. 
 On Thursday, I replaced two storm 
door latches, sanded, primed, and 
painted an exterior door of a large 
house for an elderly widow. Others 
power-washed the entire home and 
cleaned ceiling fans and lamp shades 
on the inside. On Friday, I helped dig 
six 36” deep holes in shale so that 
posts could be set for the building of 
a deck and cover to be attached to 
a trailer. The owner purchased the 
FEMA trailer and is making all the 
preparations to turn it into their home. 

Allport-Bigler-Woodland Workcamp
Bringing Hope in the Name of Jesus Christ

Michelle Schwartzman 
VIM Coordinator

Email: vim@susumc.org
Web: www.susmb.org/vim/

Facebook

Many Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Teams are groups 
that have been meeting for years and helping in their 
community. This is the case for the Allport-Bigler-
Woodland Workcamp. These volunteers build community 
as they spend a week in the Woodland, PA, area. This year 
the workcamp consisted of 40 volunteers. Even though it 
has been running for years, they welcomed 8 volunteers 
to their team that were new to missions. The volunteers 
and the individuals at the sites enrich each other’s lives so 
much. Thank you ABW Workcamp for your love in action! 
Thank you, Roger, for sharing your experience... 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Before After

http://www.susmb.org/vim/
https://www.facebook.com/SusquehannaConferenceUmcVolunteersInMission
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They are currently serving overseas 
in the U.S. military but are soon due 
to return to life in Clearfield County. 
Every time we dug rocks out of 
the holes and got closer to the 36” 
depth, more rocks fell in making the 
process agonizingly slow. 
I can honestly say that I was 
physically drained by the time I 
drove home to Mechanicsburg on 
Friday afternoon, but I can also 
say that I was greatly blessed by 
the experience and look forward 
to “sharing my gifts” with the 
people of these Clearfield County 
communities in the future. 
Please be open to these types of 
mission opportunities, whether it be 
here at home, across the region and 
state, or wherever God calls you 
to serve. Let us all be doers of the 
Word, and not hearers only.
Contact Linda Wooster for more 
information.

Workcamp...

The Building the Beloved Community Fund  
will help Susquehanna United Methodists:

• Resist racism
• Promote diversity
• Connect churches to their neighbors
• Support cross-racial appointments
• Build strong race relations

Projects by churches and conference organizations  
will benefit from these funds.

Please contribute to this Conference fund by giving through 
your church. Designate your offering to “BBCF (9300).”

Together with God, we are transforming the world!

To learn more go to:  

susumc.org/endracism

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

#BeUMC
#BeUMC honors the core values 
that connect the people of The 
United Methodist Church. This 
grassroots campaign, built upon 
powerful stories of congregations 
and people living their faith, 
celebrates what draws us to The 
UMC and what we aspire to be.
The UMC is founded on a Wesleyan 
theology of grace, anchored in 
Scripture, and based in the life and 
teachings of Jesus Christ and the 
continuing movement of the Holy 
Spirit.
Share your story! The full story 
of The UMC reflects all of our 
interwoven experiences. Consider 
our common roots and your answer 
to the question, “Why am I United 
Methodist?” Then, post a video, 
photo or written testimony on your 
preferred social media platform 
– don’t forget to use the hashtag 
#BeUMC.

mailto:woosterlm%40gmail.com?subject=Allport-Bigler-Woodland%20Workcamp
http://susumc.org
http://susumc.org/endracism
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Spiritual Gifts
Shared with permission from West Virginia Annual Conference

It is our belief, and truly a reason to celebrate, that 
everyone is gifted by God, that each person is 
uniquely and beautifully equipped for ministry and, 

with encouragement, empowered to be in mission to our 
community and our world!
Giftedness is not about privilege or special skills and 
talents. It is about listening more deeply to, and following 
more fully, the deepest desires of our hearts and God's 
leading in our lives.
As we seek to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ, we need 
encouragement, tips and tools to assist us along the 
way. In this series you will find examples of others living 
their faith every day, helps for your devotional times, and 
practical advice on how to love and serve your family, 
neighbors, friends and strangers out of the gifts that God 
has given to you.
The first step to better understanding ourselves, and our 
potential, as a disciple of Jesus is to take a spiritual gifts 
assessment. There are many ways to learn about spiritual 
gifts, including the resources found at www.wvumc.org/
spiritual-gifts/. 
UMC Discipleship Ministries has a Spiritual Gifts Inventory 
you may take online. (Be sure to email your results to 
yourself so that you may speak with your pastor or other 
spiritual friends about the results so that you make take 
the next steps in exploring your spiritual gifts!)

WHY THESE TWENTY GIFTS?
The twenty gifts covered by the Spiritual Gifts Inventory 
are those listed within the Pauline epistles to Rome, 
Ephesus, and Corinth, and recognized by the first-century 
church. While all of life is a gift from God, these twenty 
gifts are lifted up within Scripture as the gifts of the Spirit, 
given specifically for the upbuilding of the body of Christ 
(Ephesians 4; I Corinthians 12 & 13; Romans 12).
Follow this link for Frequently Asked Questions about 
Spiritual Gifts.
As you read this series of articles, consider these 
questions: What is God’s Spirit saying to you as you 
read this article? Who are you feeling called to have a 
conversation with based on that nudge? What is your next 
step on your calling journey? Who do you need to partner 
with concerning that step?

What are the Spiritual Gifts?
Administration • Apostleship • Compassion

Discernment • Evangelism • Exhortation  
Faith • Giving • Healing • Helping  

Interpretation of Tongues • Knowledge  
Leadership • Miracles • Prophecy  

Servanthood • Shepherding • Teaching  
Tongues • Wisdom

www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/

http://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
http://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
http://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
https://www.umc.org/en/content/spiritual-gifts-faqs
http://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
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By Ken Sloan, Director of Stewardship & Generosity for Discipleship Ministries of The 
United Methodist Church. Reprinted with permission.

This is the fifth in a series of articles that will help you 
learn more about spiritual gifts, how to discover yours, 
and how they might be used to benefit the church and 
community. 

Spiritual gifts are attributes given to Christian 
believers for the building up of the whole body 
of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-13 (NRSV) says, “The 

gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, 
to the measure of the full stature of Christ.”
Spiritual gifts are not talents or skills. “These fruits and 
gifts are not of our own achievement. They and others 
are the outgrowth of the Spirit’s work in us, by grace, 
through our faith in Jesus the Christ. And they are not 
given for personal gain. Through these fruits and gifts, the 
Holy Spirit empowers us for ministry in the world” (United 
Methodist Member’s Handbook, Revised by George 
Koehler [Discipleship Resources, 2006], 84-85).
It’s important to discover your spiritual gifts and the 
spiritual gifts of others. Often, others recognize our gifts 
before we do. By using an assessment tool, you can learn 
about your gifts and the gifts of others. Here are three 
important statements about how spiritual gifts affect the 
whole community of faith:
1. The use of spiritual gifts provides life and vitality to 

individuals and to the congregation. By using your 
spiritual gifts, you are contributing to the spiritual health 
of the church.

2. When someone neglects to use his or her spiritual gifts, 
the whole community suffers.

3. When an individual is doing ministry in an area he or 
she is not gifted for, this leads to dissatisfaction and 
hurts the whole community of faith.

Where Do Spiritual Gifts Come From?
In Acts 2:38, Peter responds to the people who ask what 
they must do to be followers of Jesus. He says, “Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
In this statement, we find a fantastic promise: When 
we give our lives to Jesus Christ, we receive more than 
forgiveness and eternal life. We also are filled with the 
Holy Spirit, whose role in our lives is to provide us with 
guidance and power for living this life. As a result, we are 
given spiritual gifts that allow us to find our place in God’s 
community of faith. As we employ these gifts in daily living, 
we find fulfillment and purpose in our relationship with God 
and with others.

Spiritual Gifts Help You Live Out Your Call
The Wesleyan understanding of faith centers on the 
idea that life is an ongoing process of conversion that is 
highlighted by responding to these four calls:
• God calls us to be in a relationship (prevenient grace)
• Jesus’ call to follow leads to a new life (justification)
• The Holy Spirit calls us to righteousness and service 

(sanctification)
• We are called to love others in the name of Jesus (love)
When we discover our spiritual gifts, we are given the 
power to live into God’s call as the Holy Spirit shapes our 
understanding of ourselves. Conversion is a process of 
letting go of the things that hold us back and of putting on 
the spirit of God that renews and gives life. The use of our 
spiritual gifts is life changing.
How Do I Discover My Spiritual Gifts?
First, you need to know what they are. The Spiritual Gifts 
Assessment Inventory available here covers twenty of the 
spiritual gifts found in Romans 12:6-8, I Corinthians 12:7-
11, and Ephesians 4:11-13. Spiritual gifts are not limited 
to the ones used in this assessment. Gifts like hospitality, 
music, and others are also found in the Bible. The more 
you learn about your gifts, the better you are able to use 
them. Most important, you will discover those gifts that do 
not fit you, which means you need others who can work 
with you and support you.
Second, you need to have your gifts confirmed by the 
community of faith to see how your gifts benefit the whole 
congregation.
Third, you have to try out your gifts. That’s where our 
energy for ministry comes from. Growing communities of 
faith give people multiple opportunities to find where their 
gifts best fit to build up the whole church (See “Trying Out 
Your Gifts.”)
What Are Primary Gifts and Supporting Gifts?
Your spiritual gifts are not set in stone. We all have a 
mixture of gifts that work together and give each of us 
a unique way to contribute to ministry. Your primary gift 
is your strongest gift; oftentimes, it is the gift people will 
most easily confirm. Supporting gifts are attributes we 
can explore. In many instances, they become the most 
important ways we contribute to the work of the whole 
ministry.
You Are Uniquely Gifted
“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
your works are wonderful, I know that full well” Psalm 
139:14 (NIV).
God has created us to be unique and has called us in 
Christ to be part of one body, each with a purpose. Our 
hope is that in exploring the spiritual gifts that God has 
given to you, you will find a place in that body that blesses 
you and fills you with a sense of purpose and satisfaction.

An Introduction to Spiritual Gifts

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en
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By Douglas Hoy, Disaster Response Coordinator

I am an avid bike rider and enjoy 
spending time on the roads and 
trails. I cycle for exercise and the 

enjoyment of the outdoors. Each 
year, during the month of July, you 
can find me glued to the television 
watching le Tour de France and le 
Tour de France femmes. 
Also referred to as “grand tours” in 
the cycling community, these men’s 
and women’s races involve up to 
200 individual riders representing 
24 teams from professional cycling 
world-wide. Over the course of a 
few weeks, these riders traverse the 
French countryside completing daily 
stages (21 for the men and eight for 
the women) and riding approximately 
3,500 kilometers (2,200 miles) 
and 1,033.6 km total (642 miles) 
respectively. For perspective, as a 
novice rider, the most I have ridden 
has been 74 miles in one day and 
400 miles over the course of a month.
The tour is both a team sport and an 
individual one that relies on strategies 
and tactics to be successful. Only one 
rider can stand on the podium as the 
winner of each stage. Four additional 
riders are recognized as race leaders. 
Each is awarded a colorful leader’s 
jerseys (yellow, green, polka dot, and 
white) for that stage. And, when the 
tour concludes in Paris, the overall 
leader and category winners are 
crowned as champions. To have a 
rider from your team standing on 
the podium is celebrated as a team 
success.
As I watched each stage unfold, I 
could not help but think about the 
parallels of this concept as they apply 
to how the church and the Disaster 
Response Ministry work. Scripture 
tells us “There is one body, but it has 
many parts. But all its many parts 
make up one body. It is the same with 
Christ. We were all baptized by one 
Holy Spirit. And so we are formed into 
one body. It didn’t matter whether we 
were Jews or Gentiles, slaves or free 
people. We were all given the same 
Spirit to drink. So the body is not 
made up of just one part. It has many 

parts.” (1 Corinthians 12:12-14)
In cycling, the team is comprised of 
individuals who each have certain 
skills that contribute to the team. 
There are riders that are known for 
their speed and sprinting ability. 
Others are better at climbing the 
steep mountains. And, some are 
skilled at maintaining a pace. But, 
without them all, the team cannot be 
successful.
Likewise, in Paul’s illustration, the 
church is one body and comprised 
of many specialists who serve in 
many different capacities to share 
the gospel in the community. And, in 
disaster response, relief and recovery 
efforts would not be as successful 
without a multitude of people sharing 
their many skills and abilities. 
On July 27 and 28, portions of 
Kentucky sustained major flooding 
and hundreds of houses and 
businesses have been destroyed. 
Relief efforts are ongoing and 
my counterpart in the Kentucky 
Annual Conference is working with 
UMCOR and other disaster relief 
agencies to meet the needs of the 
communities affected. While we wait 
for assessments to be completed 
and needs to be identified, there are 
many things our team can be doing to 
support this effort.
PRAY. Spend time, individually and 
collectively, praying for the victims, 
leaders, and emergency responders 
in these communities. This can be a 

powerful tool in the immediate and 
long-term aftermath of a disaster. As 
you pray, petition God for direction 
and guidance on how you can be 
involved.
SUPPORT. The financial need after 
a disaster is great. Your generous 
giving makes this possible. To provide 
financial support, click: UMCOR US 
Disaster Response and Recovery 
Advance. This will ensure 100 
percent of the donation reaches the 
affected area, supports the work of 
UMCOR and its partners, and meets 
the needs of the community.
ACT. While we wait, consider 
assembling UMCOR cleaning and 
hygiene kits. Information about those 
kits and how to assemble them can 
be found on the UMCOR website or 
the Mission Central website.
Every gift comes from God. And, 1 
Peter 4:10 tells us we should “use 
whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms.” 
In the future, there will be 
opportunities to serve the people of 
Kentucky. Until then, work together 
as faithful stewards of these gifts 
to honor Him, bless others in your 
community, and build His Kingdom.

SUSUMC Disaster Response Ministry - www.susmb.org/drm

Le Tour

Douglas Hoy
Disaster Response Coordinator

Email: drc@susumc.org
Phone: 717-766-7441, ext. 3402

Website: www.susmb.org/drm
Facebook: @SUSDisasterResponse

Twitter: @UMCDisasterResp
Disaster Response Ministry Blog:  

susdisasterresponse.blogspot.com/

https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://umcmission.org/umcor-relief-supplies/
https://missioncentral.org/kits-projects-and-patterns/
http://www.susmb.org/drm
http://www.susmb.org/drm
https://www.facebook.com/SUSDisasterResponse
https://twitter.com/UMCDisasterResp
http://susdisasterresponse.blogspot.com/


  15

United Methodist Committee On Relief 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
Approximately 3,000 cleaning kits were delivered to Kentucky and 

the current inventory of kits needs replenished. 

Consider supporting this critical need by organizing a relief supply 
kit assembly event in time for your Church/Charge Conference. 

1. Select a kit (cleaning or menstrual hygiene)

2. Collect donations of supplies and buckets

3. Assemble kits

4. Arrange for delivery to Mission Central or local HUB

For instructions and kit contents, click here: 
https://umcmission.org/umcor-relief-supplies/ 

For additional information and to make delivery 
arrangements, contact: 

Doug Hoy 
Disaster Response Coordinator 

717-766-7441, extension 3402
drc@susumc.org 

https://umcmission.org/umcor-relief-supplies/


www.facebook.com/susumc

find us on

We’re using social media to engage and equip 
the local church in making disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world. 
Check us out on Facebook for the latest news, 

resources, classifieds, events, and more ... 

September – 100 years ago 

On September 24, 1922, the cornerstone was laid for 
the Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church at 915 North 17th 
Street in Harrisburg. The congregation had begun with a 
nucleus of 13 members from Stevens Memorial who lived 
in the immediate area and was being served by Elvin C. 
Myers as the Trinity-Bressler appointment. In 1970, Trinity 
merged with Sixth Street (formerly United Brethren) and 
the old Paxton (formerly Methodist) congregations to 
form the present Paxton UMC on N. Progress Avenue. 
The property of 17th Street was sold to the Harris AMEZ 
congregation.

While District Superintendent Edgar Heckman officiated 
at the 1922 ceremony, the address was given by former 
missionary to China, Dr. Isaac T. Headland, who was 
well-known across Central Pennsylvania in many 
denominations as a speaker and author.

October – 50 years ago

A formal reception for our new newly-elected bishop and 
his wife, John B. and Annie O. Warman, was held Friday 
evening, October 13, 1972, at the Zembo mosque in 
Harrisburg. All members of all the conference churches 
were invited to attend the dinner and special proceedings. 
Tickets were $4.00. The Warmans were temporarily living 
in the former EUB Mission House in Camp Hill until the 
recently-purchased (for $45,000) episcopal residence 
at 1 Frances Drive in Harrisburg could be vacated and 
renovated. Bishop Warman (1915-1993) came from the 
Methodist Protestant tradition and served the Harrisburg 
Episcopal Area from 1972 until his retirement in 1984.

Also elected bishop at the 1972 Jurisdictional Conference 
was ministerial son of Central Pennsylvania, Joseph H. 
Yeakel. Bishop Yeakel (1928-2021) came from the United 
Brethren tradition and served the New York West Area 
1972-84 and the Baltimore-Washington Area from 1984 
until his retirement in 1996.

Remembering Our Heritage
DR. MILTON LOYER, Conference Archivist

Mes nacional de la herencia hispana
National Hispanic Heritage Month, celebrated from 
Sept. 15 through Oct. 15, began in the United States 
to highlight the history, culture and contributions 
of Hispanic-Americans—specifically those whose 
ancestors came from the Caribbean, Central and South 
America, Mexico and Spain. Communities honor the 
achievements of Hispanic and Latino Americans with 
festivals and educational activities.
The dates are significant because Sept. 15 is the 
independence anniversary for Latin American countries 
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and 
Nicaragua. The independence days of Mexico and Chile 
are Sept. 16 and Sept. 18, respectively.
Find information and ideas HERE.

http://www.facebook.com/susumc
http://facebook.com/susumc
https://www.umc.org/en/content/celebrating-hispanic-heritage-amidst-everything
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Undistracted: Capture Your Purpose, 
Rediscover Your Joy by Bob Goff. If you 
have enjoyed his other studies, Everybody 
Always, Love Does, and Dream Big, you’ll want 
to consider this DVD study. We all live with 
a massive amount of distraction: desperate 
headlines, smartphone scrolling, an endless 
to-do list. Your undistracted life is an adventure 
waiting to happen. How will you live with 
undistracted purpose and unstoppable joy? 
(5 sessions. Includes DVD, study guide, and 
hardcover book.)
Reckless Love: Jesus’ Call to Love Our 
Neighbor by Tom Berlin. Love God more deeply 
by learning to love your neighbor better. Tom 
Berlin will guide you to follow the Greatest 
Commandment and learn how your love for 
the people around you can give you a new 
experience of loving God. (6 sessions. Includes 
DVD, leader guide, and book.)
Romans: In the Grip of Grace by Max Lucado. 
Have you ever felt that you did something that 
could not be forgiven -- that God’s grace could 
not extend to your situation? As the apostle Paul 
reveals in his letter to the Romans, God’s grace 
is always sufficient to meet your needs and 
cover your mistakes and misdeeds. (6 sessions. 
Includes DVD and study guide.)
Scripture and the Wesleyan Way by Bishop 
Scott J. Jones and Rev. Arthur D. Jones. The 
Bible was central to John Wesley’s faith and the 
Christian movement he founded. In this study 
you will discover a Wesleyan approach to the 
Bible and the Christian life through a Bible study 
using Wesley’s own words. (8 sessions. Includes 
DVD, leader guide, and book.)
Spiritual Warfare is Real by Jim Cymbala. The 
author guides us on how to recognize we are 
in a spiritual war, understand the enemy’s plots 
against us, and develop practical strategies for 
fighting back. As believers in Christ, we have 
been given everything we need to stand strong 
against the enemy. (5 sessions. Includes DVD 
and study guide.)

When Compassion Meets Action by John 
Ortberg and Santiago “Jimmy” Mellado. This 
curriculum helps you reflect on the choices you 
make daily and your willingness to walk through 
the open doors God has provided in your life. 
You will be encouraged to make choices that 
align with God’s priorities as you begin the 
journey toward more compassionate living. 
(5 sessions. Includes DVD, study guide, and 
Compassionate Living booklet.)
As we all work toward Building the Beloved 
Community, I encourage you and your 
congregation to study this resource, Vital 
Conversations: Racism and the U.S. Church, 
published by the General Commission on 
Religion and Race (GCORR) of The United 
Methodist Church. Those of you who stopped by 
the Discovery Place table at Annual Conference 
in June received a free copy of this DVD and 
workbook. If you didn’t get one, contact me 
and I’ll be sure to send you a copy. The study 
contains 8 sessions, and the last session is by 
our own Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi. 

Borrowing from Discovery Place is easy – and FREE except 
for the cost of the return postage! You may place an order 
through the online catalog on our website, www.discovery-
place.org, email discovery@susumc.org, or call 7177-766-
7968. I look forward to hearing from you!
Serving Christ with you,
Joni Robison

Find free spiritual growth resources for your church at www.discovery-place.org

JONI ROBISON

Susquehanna Conference
303 Mulberry Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

717-766-7968
email  discovery@susumc.org
web  www.discovery-place.org

New Studies Available for Fall Small Groups
As we enter the fall season, Discovery Place invites you to borrow our resources for your Sunday School classes and small 
groups! We have lots of exciting and challenging resources from which to choose. Listed below are some of our more recently 
purchased studies and brief descriptions of each. 

http://www.discovery-place.org
http://www.discovery-place.org
http://www.discovery-place.org
mailto:discovery%40susumc.org?subject=
http://www.discovery-place.org
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Retired 
Ministers’ 
Fellowship 
Fall Meeting
Thursday, September 15, 2022
Grace UMC, 309 Herman Ave., 
Lemoyne
Coffee fellowship - 9:30 am
Devotions, program and business 
meeting - 10 am
Luncheon - 12:15 pm
The program will be given by a 
Mission Central representative. 
Among the business items will be 
election of officers for 2023.
$8 each
Make check payable to: RETIRED 
MINISTERS’ FELLOWSHIP
Send to: 
Rev. Myron Jones, Treasurer 
669 Asbury Lane 
Altoona, PA 16601-8710
Deadline to register: September 6, 
2022
Info and registration form HERE.
Email reservations accepted—
mjones@susumc.org (send name, 
address, phone # & # persons)

Disability 
Awareness 
Sunday
Sunday, October 9, 2022 
As United Methodists, we believe 
that the church is not complete 
until everyone, with and without 
disabilities, is able to attend, belong, 
and fully participate in the life of the 
church.
People with disabilities are one of 
the largest minority groups in the 
world. The CDC estimates that 
approximately one in four people 
have some type of disability. Older 
people are also more likely to 
develop difficulties with mobility, 
seeing and hearing. As our 
congregations continue to age, we 
will have many church members 
who develop some form of disability. 
Sadly, some studies show that 
people with disabilities are less likely 
to attend church regularly because 
of inaccessible buildings, lack of 
transportation, or being made to feel 
unwelcome. 
Disability Awareness Sunday helps 
to raise awareness about these 
issues and empowers people with 
disabilities to share their gifts for 
ministry. 
Please help us recognize this special 
day by taking a special offering. 
You can donate online at https://
umcdmc.org or through the Advance 
#3021054. This special offering 
supports the work of the Disability 
Ministries Committee of the United 
Methodist Church and also helps us 
provide grants to local congregations.
Find prayers and other ideas HERE 
for use on Disability Awareness 
Sunday in your church.
For more information contact Rev. 
Rebecca Holland, chair of the 
Disability Ministry Task Force of 
the Susquehanna Conference, at 
rholland@susumc.org.
disabilityumc.org/

Hispanic Heritage Month
September 15 - October 15

Information on page 16. 
website

Retired Ministers’ 
Fellowship Meeting

September 15, 2022
Information at right. 

register

Christian Education Sunday
September 18, 2022
Information on page 20. 

website

Pastor Appreciation Month
October

Think of a creative way to  
express gratitude for the ministry  

of your pastor.
website

World Communion Sunday
October 2, 2022

Your gifts equip racial and ethnic 
students through scholarships for 

national and international graduate 
students who will transform 

communities around the world.  
See ad page 22.

website

Disability Awareness Sunday
October 9, 2022
Information at right. 

website

Camp Fancy Gala
October 22, 2022

Information on page 21. 
website

Youth Workers’ Retreat
Nov 4-5, 2022

Information page 19. 
register

https://mcusercontent.com/46f000aa27de6426a3e2286a3/files/ac84bf3c-b04c-a07a-cf9a-81f555030420/RETIRED_MINISTERS_FELLOWSHIP_rsvp_form_9_2022.01.pdf
https://beckiewrites.com/2022/08/24/disabilityawareness2022/#:~:text=large%2Dprint%2Ddisability,DOWNLOAD
https://disabilityumc.org/
https://www.umc.org/en/content/celebrating-hispanic-heritage-amidst-everything
https://mcusercontent.com/46f000aa27de6426a3e2286a3/files/ac84bf3c-b04c-a07a-cf9a-81f555030420/RETIRED_MINISTERS_FELLOWSHIP_rsvp_form_9_2022.01.pdf
https://susumcamps.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=179
https://www.umc.org/en/content/more-than-10-ways-to-appreciate-your-pastor
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/world-communion-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit
https://beckiewrites.com/2022/08/24/disabilityawareness2022/#:~:text=large%2Dprint%2Ddisability,DOWNLOAD
https://susumcamps.org/index.php/donate/camp-fancy-gala
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=683649
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Youth 
Workers’ 
Retreat
Just like a youth retreat...but 
without the youth!
November 4-5, 2022 Wesley 
Forest Camp & Retreat Center
Jesus recognized the importance of 
stepping away from his ministry for 
rest and prayer. We hope you will join 
us for a time of rest and vision at our 
Youth Workers’ Retreat. This is a time 
to connect with other youth leaders 
from all over the conference and find 
renewal for your life and ministry. 
You can look forward to activities 
that renew your mind, body and 
spirit. This includes opportunities for 
spiritual direction, worship, outdoor 
activities, playing games by the fire 
and time for a holy nap. This retreat 
is for the main youth leader in your 
congregation.
Childcare is available and included!  
REGISTER HERE

Fall & Winter 
Retreats
There are still a number of retreats 
being held at our conference camp & 
cetreat centers. Visit here for details.
Camp Penn:
Christmas at Camp Penn 
December 11 - all ages
Greene Hills:
Making Memories Fall Scrapbook 
Retreat 
September 15-18 - women 18+
Fall Holiday Crafts & Laughs 
October 21-23 - women 18+
Mount Asbury 
Senior Days 
October 5 & December 7 - ages 55+
Bread Making Retreat 
November 18-20 - ages18+
Wesley Forest:
Hope Does Not Disappoint series 
October 27-29 
Fly Fishing & Faith 
Sep 30 - Oct 2 ages 18+

Conference 
Board of Global 
Ministries 
Grants 
Deadline: September 30 
The Conference Board of Global 
Ministries offers grants to help 
churches in the Susquehanna 
Conference grow in their discipleship 
capacity in relation to loving their 
neighbors. Areas of particular 
focus are disaster relief, volunteers 
in missions, missions, justice, 
evangelism, advocacy and training 
related to these topics.
Grants can be applied for on a 
rolling basis. Our next application 
deadline is September 30. Please 
visit the grant section of our website 
to access the application and related 
policies/guidelines when you apply. 

https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=683649
https://www.susumcamps.org/index.php/upcoming-events
https://susmb.org/grants/
https://www.umc.org/en/content/more-than-10-ways-to-appreciate-your-pastor
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“Camp can g ive a renewal of hope for the 
wor ld ,  because you meet so many beaut i fu l  
be l i evers of Christ who help you in your 

walk with Christ!” - Jesse 
 

“ C a m p  i s  o n e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  w h e r e  I  c a n  t r u l y  
b e  m y s e l f  a n d  n o t  f e e l  j u d g e d .  C a m p  h e l p s  m e  b e  a  

b e t t e r  p e r s o n  a n d  l o v e  G o d  m o r e . ”  -  M i r a n d a  
  

Many young people would not be able to 
experience summer camp without the generosity 
of our local churches and many individual donors. 
In a typical year over $20,000 is needed to meet 

the growing need among those who attend.  

One hundred percent of your gift to the Christian 
Education Offering will support the Susquehanna 
Conference Camper Scholarship Fund and make it 
possible for more young lives to be transformed at 

summer camp. 

Make a contribution through your church 
 (note Christian Education Offering # 4015)  

or through the camping website at  
www.susumcamps.org 

Click on Donate and then select Scholarships 

 
Thank You! 

https://susumcamps.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=179
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You’re Invited to Our First Ever Fundraising Gala
Come one and come all for an evening of inspiration, fun and generosity  

on October 22 from 4-8pm at Wesley Forest!

Camp Fancy means you can choose your attire from prom night outfits  
to outdoor gear. Just be sure to have one part of your outfit that  

is “fancy” as part of the celebration.

This year’s event will honor Dave Poole,  
a 40-year volunteer of the camping program. 

Enjoy the Wesley Forest grounds and a locally catered meal  
as we honor special folks, hear stories of making a difference,  

and raise needed funds for Camp & Retreat Ministry.

Do good while you have a good time doing it! 
Hosted by the Susquehanna Conference UMC  

Board of Camp & Retreat Ministry

Learn more about the event, purchase your tickets, volunteer your time, become an event sponsor,  
learn more about our honoree and stay up-to-date by visiting the event website.

www.susumcamps.org/gala

http://www.susumcamps.org/gala 
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Your generous gift today enriches Christianity  
around the world.

“The bread of God  
is the one who  

comes down  
from heaven  

and gives life 
to the world.”

John 6:33, CEB
WORLD  
COMMUNION 
SUNDAY
Please make check payable to your local church or give online at UMC.org/SSGive.

October 2, 2022

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x1a8uAgje-8dTfwGAicT4jfYGSQ2YUK1meeOWlRPxdl1YzobNDOqExusiAiLTuMtoo6-d3DQA40Rqw3EBWBnq49OLO7Dg8yDfJe-osqoHKPelRMIUQO1ws0MDmjSxQn1PNu4dk3RU8TgnE-2Qc-mSA==
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Rev. Dr. John W. Betlyon of State 
College, PA, Retired Elder, died on 
Wednesday, August 17, 2022, at Beth 
Israel Deaconess Hospital in Plymouth 
MA. Among his survivors is his wife, 
Mrs. Alexandra Betlyon. Obituary.

Rev. Howard E. Hockenbury of Lake 
Mary, FL, Retired Elder, died Monday, 
August 1, 2022. Among his survivors 
is his wife, Mrs. Carol Hockenbury. 
Obituary.

Rev. Dr. Kenrick R. Khan of Penney 
Farms, FL, Retired Elder, died 
Thursday, May 19, 2022. Obituary.

Mrs. Phyllis W. Shafer of Lewisburg, 
PA, spouse of Rev. John R. Shafer, 
died Wednesday, July 27, 2022. 
Obituary. 

susumc.org/celebration-of-life

ERRATUM
Please send corrections to  

link@susumc.org

SUBSCRIBE!
Susquehanna LINK can be 
delivered directly to your 
email inbox. Simply send 

your email address to  
link@susumc.org with  

“LINK Subscription” in the 
subject line.

District Offices
Altoona District
Superintendent: Rev� Dr� Joleen Willis
 jwillis@susumc�org
AA: Kathy Palmer
 altoona@susumc�org
Phone: 814-693-9220
Office:	 1381	Plank	Rd.,	Suite	104
 Duncansville, PA 16635-8458
Harrisburg District
Superintendent: Rev� Barry Robison
 brobison@susumc�org
AA: Sheila Noss
 harrisburg@susumc�org
Phone: 717-766-8124
Office:	 303	Mulberry	Dr.,	Suite	200
 Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3198
Lewisburg District
Superintendent: Rev� Dr� Gary Weaver
 gweaver@susumc�org
AA: Debbie Ackley
 lewisburg@susumc�org
Phone: 570-523-9592
Office:	 31	Baylor	Blvd
 Lewisburg, PA 17837-9203
Scranton Wilkes-Barre District
Superintendent: Rev� Judy Walker
 jwalker@susumc�org
AA: Krissie McDermott
 scrantonwilkesbarre@susumc�org
Phone: 570-901-1569
Office:	 40	Knob	Hill	Rd.
 Trucksville, PA 18708
State College District
Superintendent: Rev� Brenda Leigey
 bleigey@susumc�org
AA: Helen Meyer
 statecollege@susumc�org
Phone: 814-237-4365
Office:	 1200	Haymaker	Rd.
 State College, PA 16801-6943
Williamsport District
Superintendent: Rev� Dr� Paul Amara
 pamara@susumc�org
AA: Jill Johnston
 williamsport@susumc�org
Phone: 570-323-7452
Office:	 2420	Nottingham	Rd.
 Williamsport, PA 17701-4057
York District
Superintendent: Rev� Cathy Boileau
 cboileau@susumc�org
AA: Autumn Christine
 york@susumc�org
Phone: 717-755-8863
Office:	 1910	Kenneth	Rd.,	Suite	D
 York, PA 17404

www.susumc.org

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/centredaily/name/john-betlyon-obituary?id=36284130
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/citizensvoice/name/howard-hockenbury-obituary?id=36127507
https://obituaries.nationalcremation.com/obituaries/jacksonville-fl/kenrick-khan-10781842
https://www.hetrickbitnerfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Phyllis-Wagner-Shafer?obId=25479358#/celebrationWall
http://susumc.org/celebration-of-life/ 
mailto:link%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:link%40susumc.org?subject=
http://susumc.org
http://
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/communications/church-and-conference-resources/people-of-god-campaign-new



