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A WITNESS TO MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

I am Light that has 
come into the world so 
that all who believe in 
me won’t have to stay 

any longer in the dark.
John 12:46 THE MESSAGE
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UMCOR
S U N D AY

“Our faith in Jesus allows us to look beyond ourselves 
and help others. We connect with those who are in the 
midst of a disaster, and our response is to support 
them in any way possible. It’s not just recovery. It’s 
also meeting emotional, spiritual and basic needs. 

MAKE A BIGGER DIFFERENCE TOGETHER.

- Esmeralda “Missy” Gordillo, UMCOR Case Manager

THE GOAL IS TO MAKE EVERYBODY WHOLE.”

www.umcgiving.org/UMCOR

March 27, 2022

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/umcor-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit
https://susumc.org/endracism/
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Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders
God Is on the Move Through Youth Ministry

REV. KEVIN WITT
Director of Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders

KIM SHOCKLEY
Coordinator for Pathways of Spiritual Leadership

Youth ministries in many 
congregations have felt a 

profound impact from COVID resulting 
in a major disruption of what used to 
work and a significant change in the 
future landscape for youth ministry. 
Yet, we sense that God is on the 
move, so 2022 will be an exciting year 
of listening and retooling the Young 
People’s Ministry Council to come 
alongside our youth, youth workers, 
and congregations more broadly. 
Leadership will be expanded from 
across the Susquehanna Conference. 
Focused teams are being established 
to strengthen Youth Workers and 
Congregational Youth Ministry, 
Youth Discipleship, Young People 
in Mission, and Equipping Youth 
for Active Leadership Now. We will 
be focusing on deep listening and 
sharing of stories about what is 
happening and promising possibilities 
that are growing. If you want to learn 
more or help YPMC and its work in 
the coming years, don’t hesitate to 
contact our co-chairs: Alex Raser 

(rasergirl2@outlook.com) and Ryan 
Craig (ryan.craig@millgreenumc.
org), or staff liaisons: Kim Shockley 
(kshockley@susumc.org), or Kevin 
Witt (kwitt@susumc.org)
On February 25-27, our Young 
People’s Ministry Council (YPMC) 
sponsored a “Rest and Renewal” 
retreat for youth workers at Wesley 
Forest. Kenda Creasy Dean, 
professor of youth ministry at 
Princeton Seminary, came to stir our 
imaginations about refreshingly new 
avenues for youth ministry. She spoke 
passionately about the centrality of 
love and the many forms it can take in 
reimagining youth ministry. 
We used a wonderful game, Ripple 
Effect, to identify real challenges our 
youth and youth ministries are facing, 
then broke them down into specific 
impacts and repercussions. Next, we 
gave attention to very concrete ways 
we could bring love to these specific 
situations and how that might change 
the form youth ministry can take. 
Many of the emerging opportunities 
shared in dialogue with each other 
did not depend upon a congregation 
having a typical “youth group model” 
to implement.
During our retreat we offered a 
meditative walk in the woods and 
spiritual direction conversations. In 
these deeply reflective times, an 
idea was born in Brien McChesney, 
the youth director at Lake Winola 

UMC. He is feeling a call to develop 
a process for how local churches can 
“reboot” or start new youth ministries. 
We could easily provide coaches to 
walk alongside congregations as they 
do this work. These are the kinds of 
ideas directly from leaders in local 
churches that become sparks of 
inspiration for collaboration and the 
work of the Young People’s Ministry 
Council as we journey and explore 
together. 
When I arrived home from the retreat, 
I had a message from our SUSUMC 
Cabinet that one of the offerings of 
Annual Conference 2022 will be in 
support of new initiatives that will 
certainly arise as the restructured 
Young People’s Ministry Council forms 
and does its work. I immediately saw 
the potential of linking these funds to 
Brien’s idea and other ideas that will 
come forth! God is on the move in this!
Send us your ideas and possibilities 
so they can be in the mix as we 
discern God’s lead. Your gifts to the 
Annual Conference offering and 
many other forms of support will be 
needed in discovering new ways to 
build relationships of love with young 
people in our communities. Whatever 
you can contribute to the joint effort—
talent, time, inspiration, or financial 
gifts—will be greatly appreciated. 
Thank you for supporting your youth 
locally and beyond. We are all in this 
together!

mailto:rasergirl2%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:ryan.craig%40millgreenumc.org?subject=
mailto:ryan.craig%40millgreenumc.org?subject=
mailto:kshockley%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:kwitt%40susumc.org?subject=


  5www.susumc.org

By Joyce M. Davis, Conference Lay Leader
Reprinted with permission from PennLive.com

The Rev. Mira Hewlett and the 
members of the Carlisle United 
Methodist Church deserve 

some applause.
Becca Raley and the Partnership 
for Better Health deserves a serious 
high-five. And the dozens of Carlisle 
area residents who have stepped up 
to help 18 Afghan families resettle 
in their town deserve a standing 
ovation.
Dr. Truoug Phuong, Executive Director 
of the International Service Center 
(ISC), calls all of them his “Good 
Samaritans.” The ISC, located in 
Market Square Presbyterian Church in 
Harrisburg, undertook the significant 
responsibility of helping these 
refugees find a haven in our region.
The Carlisle community has certainly 
lived up to Dr. Phuong’s “Good 
Samaritan” moniker. It has not only 
welcomed 82 men, women, and 
children from a faraway land, but 
embraced them as neighbors. And 
they haven’t just given these new 
families a kind “howdy do” each day, 
they’ve helped them put food on the 
table, provided warm coats for the 
kids, and ensured everyone had a 
place to stay.
In fact, Samaritan Fellowship paid for 
a two-week hotel stay for some of the 
families as they tried to find housing 
in a very tight market.
When one Afghan family had to leave 
their temporary home at a local B & 
B, a member of the Carlisle United 
Methodist Church took them into her 
own home. She just felt it was the 
right thing to do.
And when Rev. Hewitt realized Dr. 
Phuong and his small staff were 
becoming overwhelmed in trying 
to meet the substantial needs of 
the refugee families, she and her 
members [at Carlisle UMC] moved in 
to help.

They started organizing the many 
people who wanted to volunteer, 
working with nonprofits like the 
Partnership for Better Health to help 
the families learn how to open bank 
accounts, get social security numbers 
and immigration documents; and 
enroll their children in school.
Now, the Rev. Hewlett says, members 
of her church have adopted most of 
the families and she expects all will 
soon have sponsors. That means 
there are loads of people in Carlisle 
who will walk alongside the refugees 
—helping them secure driver’s 
licenses, pay bills, get to the doctor’s 
office, or meet their kids’ teachers at 
school.
Both the Rev. Hewlett and Raley 
exclaim over the outpouring of 
support the children have received 
from teachers at schools in both the 
South Middleton and Carlisle districts. 
And they’ve been inspired by the 
flood of people who just want to help 
in whatever way they can.
So now, they’re organizing 
a volunteer schedule and 
responsibilities, including big ones 

like breaking through the federal 
bureaucracy to help secure work 
permits.

All of this sounds like a lot of work, 
and it is. But hard work can bring a lot 
of happiness.

The Rev. Hewlett’s church is bustling 
with activity and outright joy at 
making a difference in the lives of so 
many people. They are living out their 
faith rather than just professing it.

Raley says the Afghans have 
definitely brought joy and excitement 
to Carlisle. People feel good about 
themselves and their community as 
they step up to help people in need.

“You think you’re the one giving,” she 
said, “but you’re the one receiving the 
gift.”

What the good people of Carlisle are 
discovering is the age-old wisdom -- 
in helping others, you end up helping 
yourself.

Joyce M. Davis is PennLive’s 
Outreach & Opinion Editor. Follow 
her on Facebook and on Twitter @
byjoycedavis.

Good People in Carlisle Find Helping Afghan 
Refugees Really Means Helping Themselves

PIXABAY.COM/WOKANDAPIX

http://www.susumc.org
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God is Doing a New Thing Through Staff Changes and Appointments
January 24, 2022 - We are excited 
to announce to you that we will 
be appointing the Rev. Doctor 
Kathleen E. Kind as the Director 
of Connectional Ministries. Her 
appointment will begin February 1. 
From February 1 until March 31, 
she will serve part-time as DCM and 
part-time as Lead Pastor at Camp 
Hill UMC, her current appointment. 
Beginning April 1, Rev. Dr. Kind will 
serve full time as the Director of 
Connectional Ministries.
Kathleen is an exceptional pastor 
and leader. She has varied and 
wide experience not only in the 
Susquehanna Conference, but also 
on the General Church level. Prior to 
her appointment as Lead Pastor at 
Camp Hill, she served eight years as 
Conference Superintendent, Altoona 
District. She has also very capably 
served churches in the Lewisburg 
District, Williamsport, and the former 
Chambersburg District.
Kathleen has served on many 
boards and agencies within the 
Susquehanna Conference. Her 
service has included the Board of 
Ordained Ministry, Board of Pensions, 
and several District Committees 
of Ordained Ministry. She has 
also taught the worship section for 
Licensing School for local pastors.
Kathleen is currently serving as 
the Chair of Annual Conference 
Sessions. She continues to serve on 
the Board of Ordained Ministry as 
well as the Bishops’ Care Team.
Kathleen was elected a delegate 
to General and Jurisdictional 
Conference in 2008, 2012, 2016 and 
she is currently a member of the 2020 
delegation for when the next General 
Conference is held.
She is currently serving on the 
General Board of Church and Society 

as an elected Board member. Elected 
to that board in 2012, she is currently 
the Chairperson of the Personnel 
Committee for GBCS.
Kathleen is a graduate of Huntington 
College with a Bachelor of Science 
in educational ministries with an 
emphasis in youth ministry. She 
received her M.Div and her D.Min. 
from Wesley Theological Seminary. 
Her doctoral work was in Church 
Leadership Excellence.
Kathleen has a passion for the local 
church as well as working with laity. 
She is also committed to always 
looking at the big picture for church 
leadership in this new era.
We look forward to working with Rev.
Dr. Kind as together we vision and 
discern our future and how we can 
serve the clergy, the laity and the 
churches of the Susquehanna Annual 
Conference.
We know you join us in praying for 
Kathleen’s new appointment, the 
conference staff and the Annual 
Conference as we move forward, 
trusting in God and discerning God’s 
leading for the days ahead. 

* * *
February 9, 2022 - We are excited to 
announce to you that Mollye Inners 
has been hired as the Executive 
Administrative Assistant to the 
Episcopal Office. This decision 
was made after the position was 
advertised and interviews conducted. 
Many of you already know that 
Mollye is currently the Receptionist/
Administrative Assistant for the 
Susquehanna Conference. Mollye 
has been in that current role for 
almost 4 years. Mollye has shown 
great knowledge and skill in her 
current role.
Mollye brings many skills to her new 

position. Having worked in church 
settings for her entire career, she 
brings a strong commitment to Christ 
and to The United Methodist Church. 
People who have talked to Mollye 
when they call the conference office 
have found her to be a friendly voice 
who is extremely knowledgeable 
and helpful. She is also proficient in 
the technology that is needed in the 
office. 
Her work in the Episcopal Office 
will be to provide administrative 
and secretarial support for us as 
your bishops and for the Episcopal 
office. She will also provide overall 
support of the ministry within the 
Susquehanna Annual Conference.
In addition to Mollye’s numerous 
skills, she earned a BA in Elementary 
Education with a 4.0 GPA in 
Elementary Education. 
We look forward to the addition 
of Mollye in the Episcopal Office 
beginning March 1.
We are also extremely grateful for 
the work of Diane Konieczny. As you 
know, Diane has been working part-
time as the Executive Administrative 
Assistant during this interim period. 
She has done an incredible job in 
providing administrative support for 
the Episcopal Office.
We are very pleased that Diane has 
agreed to transition into a new part-
time role. Diane will work about 2 
days a week in the Episcopal Office. 
She will work with the Episcopal staff, 
the Conference Superintendents and 
the District Administrative Assistants 
in maintaining the clergy database as 
well as other office duties.
We give thanks to God for God’s 
leading in the process of discerning 
and hiring Mollye. And we are grateful 
for Diane’s willingness to take on a 

The United Methodist Church
Harrisburg Area - Susquehanna Conference
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball

http://www.facebook.com/susumc
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new challenge with her new part-time 
position.

* * *
February 18, 2022 - In partnership 
with the Seedling Board of Directors, 
we want to share with you a staff 
change that is occurring. 
We, along with the Seedling Board 
of Directors, were sad to accept the 
resignation of Lauren Hokamp as 
the Executive Director of Seedling 
Financial Ministries. Lauren has 
been a real asset to Seedling and 
the former Loan Fund. Lauren 
began her work with the former 
Loan Fund in the fall of 2017. She 
has provided invaluable service to 
the Susquehanna Conference, the 
churches of our conference and those 

persons who have deposited money 
with Seedling. 
Lauren will be leaving to take a 
position with the Fulton Bank. She 
will be in-house counsel for that 
institution. 
We are extremely excited to inform 
you that Christine Sims, the current 
Associate Director, has been chosen 
to become the new Executive Director 
of Seedling Financial Ministries. 
Chris has been with Seedling since 
2018. Previously, Chris had 14 years 
of banking experience as well as 
teaching Pre-K and being the director 
of a preschool. 
When hired for the former Loan Fund, 
Chris’s job was as an investment 
specialist. She was then promoted 

to be the Associate Director of 
Seedling. Along with Lauren, Chris 
has worked tirelessly for Seedling. 
Along with the Board of Directors, we 
rejoice in Chris’s willingness to be the 
Executive Director. We know that she 
will continue to work diligently in this 
specialized ministry. 
These changes will take place by 
February 23, 2022. 
Please join us in giving thanks to 
God for God’s leading in the lives 
of Lauren and Chris. Indeed, God 
is doing a new thing in their lives 
and within the Susquehanna Annual 
Conference.

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball

Register today!!

http://susumcamps.org
http://susumcamps.org
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Spiritual Gifts
Shared with permission from West Virginia Annual Conference

It is our belief, and truly a reason to celebrate, that 
everyone is gifted by God, that each person is 
uniquely and beautifully equipped for ministry and, 

with encouragement, empowered to be in mission to our 
community and our world!
Giftedness is not about privilege or special skills and 
talents. It is about listening more deeply to, and following 
more fully, the deepest desires of our hearts and God's 
leading in our lives.
As we seek to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ, we need 
encouragement, tips and tools to assist us along the 
way. In this series you will find examples of others living 
their faith every day, helps for your devotional times, and 
practical advice on how to love and serve your family, 
neighbors, friends and strangers out of the gifts that God 
has given to you.
The first step to better understanding ourselves, and our 
potential, as a disciple of Jesus is to take a spiritual gifts 
assessment. There are many ways to learn about spiritual 
gifts, including the resources found at www.wvumc.org/
spiritual-gifts/. 
UMC Discipleship Ministries has a Spiritual Gifts Inventory 
you may take online. (Be sure to email your results to 
yourself so that you may speak with your pastor or other 
spiritual friends about the results so that you make take 
the next steps in exploring your spiritual gifts!)

WHY THESE TWENTY GIFTS?
The twenty gifts covered by the Spiritual Gifts Inventory 
are those listed within the Pauline epistles to Rome, 
Ephesus, and Corinth, and recognized by the first-century 
church. While all of life is a gift from God, these twenty 
gifts are lifted up within Scripture as the gifts of the Spirit, 
given specifically for the upbuilding of the body of Christ 
(Ephesians 4; I Corinthians 12 & 13; Romans 12).
Follow this link for Frequently Asked Questions about 
Spiritual Gifts.
As you read this series of articles, consider these 
questions: What is God’s Spirit saying to you as you 
read this article? Who are you feeling called to have a 
conversation with based on that nudge? What is your next 
step on your calling journey? Who do you need to partner 
with concerning that step?

www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/

What are the Spiritual Gifts?
Administration • Apostleship • Compassion

Discernment • Evangelism • Exhortation  
Faith • Giving • Healing • Helping  

Interpretation of Tongues • Knowledge  
Leadership • Miracles • Prophecy  

Servanthood • Shepherding • Teaching  
Tongues • Wisdom

http://susquehannalink.blogspot.com
http://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
http://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en
https://www.umc.org/en/content/spiritual-gifts-faqs
http://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
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By Audrey Stanton-Smith. Reprinted with permission.

This is the second of a series of articles that will help 
you learn more about spiritual gifts, how to discover 
yours, and how they might be used to benefit the 
church and community. 

As director of Young Disciples and Outdoor Ministries 
for the West Virginia Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, the Rev. Shea James uses 

creative ways to challenge students and campers to grow 
in faith. Sometimes it’s a song. Sometimes it’s a game. At 
the 2021 Fall Workshop, she asked youth to complete a 
spiritual gifts inventory.
They answered a series of questions to help them 
determine which of the twenty spiritual gifts — named in 
the New Testament  — God has freely bestowed upon 
them to help them grow in relationship with God and fulfill 
their call to discipleship and ministry.
“Spiritual gifts are God’s generosity poured out,” Shea 
said. “They are diverse and unique to each believer, and 
best understood, expressed, and strengthened in Christian 
community. Spiritual gifts are how we respond to God’s 
work in our lives, enabling us to be channels of God’s 
grace towards others.”
Leaders like Shea, whose spiritual gifts are leading, 
teaching, and shepherding, help others grow, explore, and 
utilize those gifts for the building up of the body of Christ.
After the youth took their inventories, they met virtually 
in small groups to discuss and explore their gifts, Shea 
explained, clarifying that the Spiritual Gifts Inventory 
is merely a good starting point from which a Christian 
community can help young disciples grow.
A spiritual gifts assessment is only a step toward the 
development of those gifts, not only for youth but for all 
Christians at all points in their faith journeys.
“Once you know your spiritual gifts, you should turn to 
your community (church, family, friends) and share your 
results,” Shea said. “Ask them: do they see those gifts in 
you, can they think of examples when they witnessed you 
using your gifts, and what opportunities are there for you 
to do more? You cannot fully understand your spiritual gifts 
outside the Christian community, so find people you trust 
to process your results.”
Ken Willard, WVUMC director of Congregational Vitality, 
agreed.
“One of the best ways I know of to help people discern 
their own spiritual gifts is through intentional conversation,” 
said Ken, who has been gifted in leadership, teaching, and 

faith. “One way to do this is what I refer to as discipleship 
coaching.
“By asking questions about where they are drawn to in 
ministry, where they have felt most at home, where they 
have seen and felt God at work with them, what they are 
most passionate about, what breaks their heart, where 
they have served and it did not feel like work, etc. Their 
responses will usually point out where they have been 
gifted,” Ken continued. “Another way is to have someone 
who might be new to the faith to test out some areas in 
order to best find their fit. Spiritual gifts assessments can 
be helpful, too. But I have found there is no substitute for a 
one-on-one conversation.”
It’s important to know and explore spiritual gifts because 
“we need to honor what we have been given,” Ken said. 
“We need to grow those gifts, and the Kingdom of God 
needs us to use our gifts in order to produce a more fruitful 
harvest.”
But first, these gifts should be discovered, then nurtured.
“We help people to discern their spiritual gifts when we 
follow one of the commandments that Christ called the 
most important — to love each other,” said Kim Matthews, 
CLM, vice president of the United Methodist Foundation 
of West Virginia and chair of Lay Servant Ministries for the 
WVUMC. Kim’s spiritual gifts include teaching, serving, 
administration, and leadership.
“When we listen to each other, we can help others to 
discern their calls to ministry,” Kim said. “When we 
encourage each other, we can help others to recognize 
their own spiritual gifts. Both listening and encouragement 
are acts of love, and when we help people discern their 
spiritual gifts, we give them the possibility of another gift: 
the joy of using that gift in ministry.”
To take your spiritual gift assessment, and to learn more 
about Spiritual gifts please follow this link.
Article source: www.wvumc.org/2021/10/spiritual-gifts-how-
do-we-discover-our-gifts-why-does-it-matter/

How do We Discover Our Gifts? 
Why does it Matter?

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en
https://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
https://www.wvumc.org/2021/10/spiritual-gifts-how-do-we-discover-our-gifts-why-does-it-matter/
https://www.wvumc.org/2021/10/spiritual-gifts-how-do-we-discover-our-gifts-why-does-it-matter/
http://wvumc.org/2021/09/called-and-claimed-by-god/ 


10 

In case you missed it, VIM has a new website under the Conference 
Board of Global Ministries (CBGM). Go to www.susmb.org/vim to 
check it out! You can find what VIM is all about, see photos of teams 

from the past year, find a project to work on or a training that would suit 
you, and mission resources. These pages are constantly being updated 
with new materials and projects so check it out regularly.
Keep an eye out for upcoming VIM Training, sessions are scheduled 
regularly or by request. VIM Training prepares us to have a positive 
impact in mission whether it is a few hours or weeks; local, national, or 
global. It is open to those who have led teams and those who have never 
served on a project. Taking this training does not require you to lead a 
trip but equips you for service. Topics covered include Best Practices, 
Cultural Awareness, Health & Safety, Team Orientations, Useful Forms, 
Insurance and Fundraising. If you, your mission committee, or mission 
team are interested in the VIM Training, contact Michelle at vim@
susumc.org or 717-766-7441 ext. 3105.
A gem that the Susquehanna Conference VIM provide is supplemental 
accident insurance for your teams FREE of charge. If you’re serving in 
your local community or sending teams out further into Pennsylvania, 
other states, or other countries, contact Michelle for information on how 
to acquire this insurance. It’s another way we care for our teams and all 
the work you do.
What to look for in 2022??? 
Right now, the Susquehanna Conference VIM offers a grant for VIM 
team’s material costs. Check it out at https://susmb.org/resources/. We’re 
creating a new grant that will debut later this year to help the journey 
costs of new missioners. But we can’t continue to offer these grants 
without the help of generous donors! You know that it all adds up and 
any amount donated helps tremendously! The grants come from United 
Methodist Advances and that means that 100% of the money donated is 
used for the grants, not administrative fees! 
Please consider a donation to VIM, here’s how to donate to our VIM 
Advances
Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Advance Special (#4055)
VIM is a grassroots movement of United Methodists who seek to put their 
“Christian Love in Action.” VIM offers a connectional framework through 
which disciples can engage in short-term mission journeys locally, 
nationally, and globally. VIM provides training, resources, insurance, and 
support to our VIM teams.
Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Materials Advance Special 
(#7010)
This ministry helps with the costs of materials for VIM work including 
local mission, domestic and international VIM Journeys.
Make checks payable and send to:
“Susquehanna Conference UMC” - Memo line: Advance and number 
303 Mulberry Dr., Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
VIM is the short-term mission agency of The United Methodist Church 
who seek to put their “Christian Love in Action”. I celebrate all our 
Conference Missioners and those who support us with your prayers, 
monetary gifts, and relationship. I’ll leave you with one of our core values 
from John Wesley: Do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God.
Michelle Schwartzman, VIM Coordinator  
vim@susumc.org  •  717-766-7441 ext. 3105.

Volunteers in Mission

http://www.susmb.org/vim
mailto:vim%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:vim%40susumc.org?subject=
https://susmb.org/resources/
mailto:vim%40susumc.org?subject=
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There are opportunities to financially 
support tornado recovery efforts 

as well as send volunteers to the 
Kentucky and Tennessee-Western 
Kentucky Annual Conferences.
Tennessee-Western Kentucky 
Conference
• Long-term recovery efforts are 

being planned through the Fall of 
2022 and volunteer teams that are 
interested in helping should register 
their interest at VOLUNTEER 
FORM. 

• If you want to send supplies, contact 
them at SENDING SUPPLIES 
FORM 

• Financial giving can be 
accomplished by clicking Donate 
to Disaster Response Fund or, 
mailing a check to Tennessee-
Western Kentucky Conference, PO 
Box 440132, Nashville, TN 37244. 
(Please note Disaster Response in 
the memo line.)

Kentucky Conference
• Currently, the Kentucky Annual 

Conference is only accepting teams 
that are ERT led, with a ratio of 1:1 
(1 ERT trained* to 1 non-ERT). 

• When long-term recovery efforts 
begin, more information will be 
shared. 

• Financial giving can be 
accomplished by mailing a check 
made out to Conference Treasurer 
to Kentucky Annual Conference, 
Attn: Treasurer, 7400 Floydsburg 
Road, Crestwood, KY 40014. 
(Please note KY Disaster Response 
#200902 in the memo line.)

Please remember, if you do decide 
to send volunteers, contact 
Douglas Hoy (drc@susumc.org) 
or Michelle Schwartzman (vim@
susumc.org) to register the mission 
trip, fill out a roster, and receive the 
insurance paperwork. 
*The Susquehanna Conference currently has 
three individuals ERT trained. ERT training 
courses (virtual) are being scheduled and dates 
will be published.

Tornado 
Recovery 
Support

The Building the Beloved Community Fund  
will help Susquehanna United Methodists:

• Resist racism
• Promote diversity
• Connect churches to their neighbors
• Support cross-racial appointments
• Build strong race relations

Projects by churches and conference organizations  
will benefit from these funds.

Please contribute to this Conference fund by giving through 
your church. Designate your offering to “BBCF (9300).”

Together with God, we are transforming the world!

To learn more go to:  

susumc.org/endracism

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4soG_ZmzeghdTxjE2nhWBZOX1bhBtzqcfcOiGeTwEVsLimw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4soG_ZmzeghdTxjE2nhWBZOX1bhBtzqcfcOiGeTwEVsLimw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqFxhpHyO5ypHAzDFmYLYzYo6ADegkOpTnpPst96siTVd1Pw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqFxhpHyO5ypHAzDFmYLYzYo6ADegkOpTnpPst96siTVd1Pw/viewform
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=oo37DPDB_IkRvUYRT4XYFR9HODrOVn_HRoRVzfIf6wIC8Jr39BzhtDTFkxI3DZSBv9GsuhF6FwiMO4aKcmKfEe3avdPht8ScFTxSmF__f6NNxWHfLOR82uUu79ZK71MR
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=oo37DPDB_IkRvUYRT4XYFR9HODrOVn_HRoRVzfIf6wIC8Jr39BzhtDTFkxI3DZSBv9GsuhF6FwiMO4aKcmKfEe3avdPht8ScFTxSmF__f6NNxWHfLOR82uUu79ZK71MR
mailto:drc%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:vim%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:vim%40susumc.org?subject=
http://susumc.org
http://susumc.org/endracism
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By Joyce M. Davis
Pennsylvania Advocacy Coordinator

The [Pennsylvania] legislature 
has been focused on drawing 
new lines for Congressional 

and state legislative districts. Seats 
are at stake and incumbents of both 
parties have tried to ensure their 
positions are safe. None of them 
wants to be pitted against a rival 
within the same party, or worse, to 
have the district redrawn to include a 
majority voters from the rival party.
Both Republicans and Democrats 
know the redrawn maps will determine 
the political landscape in Pennsylvania 
for the next decade. A lot is at stake, 
and several grassroots organizations 
such as Draw the Lines PA and 
Fair Maps PA have kept their eyes 
on the process to try to minimize 
“gerrymandering,” or drawing lines 
so outrageous they zig zag through 
regions just to strengthen the chances 
one party will remain in power.
The Congressional map has been the 
most controversial. The Republican-
controlled legislature sent Gov. Tom 
Wolf, a Democrat, maps that were 
weighted toward their party. And, as 
expected, the governor vetoed them. 
That sent the whole matter to the 
courts, and the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court will decide the final map.
The Legislative Reapportionment 
Commission has approved new 
legislative district maps, but there are 
signs Republicans may challenge 
them. They believe Democrats have 
been provided more of an advantage 
in several of the new House districts. 
Both parties seem to be on board 
with the new state Senate map, 
which is mostly unchanged except 
for the creation of a new district in 
Philadelphia with many Hispanic 
voters.

It’s important to note the process is 
behind schedule and could lead to 
midterm elections being postponed. 
The new maps were supposed to be 
announced in time for candidates to 
start collecting signatures on Feb. 15 
for the midterm elections in May.
While redistricting has been center 
stage, the collapse of the bridge 
in Pittsburgh has put infrastructure 
funding back in the limelight, and 
the legislature will need to take 
concrete steps to start repairing and 
maintaining the state’s antiquated 
roads and bridges. President Joe 
Biden’s visited to Pittsburgh to tout 
his $1 trillion bill to rebuild the nation’s 
infrastructure.
The House of Representatives is also 
gearing up for a battle over “Critical 
Race Theory,” as some Republican 
legislators are even calling for 
banning books they considered too 
controversial on racism and the 
enslavement of Black people in the 
United States. This issue is likely to 
be debated along party lines, with 
Democrats opposing any suggestion 
of censoring books and blocking 
teachers from providing factual 
information on the nation’s racial 
history.
More pressure also is being put on 
the legislature to take action to stop 
placing children accused of crimes in 
adult prisons. The Pennsylvania Task 
Force on Juvenile Justice Reform has 
recommended significant changes 
in the way children are treated in 
the criminal justice system, noting 
rampant abuse in juvenile detention 
facilities and the placement of 
children as young as 10-years-old in 
adult jails. The task force offered its 
recommendations for reform more 
than six months ago, but legislators 
have taken no concrete action to 

change any existing laws to better 
protect children.
Advocates for people with disabilities 
are also putting pressure on both 
Gov. Wolf and the legislators to 
raise pay rates for home health care 
workers.
Advocates say families are facing 
great difficulty hiring and retaining 
home health-care workers to care 
for family members with disabilities.   
Pennsylvania is facing a shortage 
of direct support professionals 
who help people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities 
bathe, get dressed, eat, exercise, 
socialize, and perform many other 
fundamental tasks. Putting an exact 
number on the shortfall is difficult, as 
employment data on these workers 
is lumped together with health-care 
aides generally, but the industry was 
already experiencing double-digit 
vacancy and turnover rates nationally 
before COVID-19 arrived.
Finally, Gov. Wolf is presenting his 
last budget address this month, as 
this is his final term in office. The 
state is gearing up for what is bound 
to be a hotly contested race among 
Republicans and Democrats to take 
his place. Attorney General Josh 
Shapiro is the Democratic Party 
nominee, but the Republican primary 
will be a battleground for a wide 
field of candidates, including former 
Congressman Lou Barletta, President 
pro tempore of the State Senate 
Jake Corman, Montgomery County 
Commissioner Joe Gale, political 
strategist Charlie Gerow, former U.S. 
Representative Melissa Hart, former 
U.S. Attorney William McSwain, State 
Senator Scott Martin, State Senator 
Doug Mastriano and former Delaware 
County Councilmember Dave White.

PA Advocacy Roundup: February 2022

umadvocacypa.blogspot.com

https://umadvocacypa.blogspot.com/
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By Douglas Hoy, Disaster Response Coordinator

“If you walked by a house 
fully engulfed in flames 
and you could hear people 

screaming, would you keep walking? 
If a car crashed in front of you, would 
you drive by it? If a child was about 
to cross a busy street without looking, 
would you stay quiet? Well, it’s not a 
fire, or a crash, or a busy street, but 
people ARE dying and our health-
care workers are drowning, and they 
are seeing things they will never 
forget….”
These words were shared by a 
friend on social media a few months 
ago. Like many of us, she has been 
frustrated with the pandemic, a 
lack of concern for those who are 
suffering, and the declining support 
for the decision-makers attempting to 
guide us. 
My friend went on to share that 
“we have the power to change the 
outcome, to lessen the burden. We 
can be part of the solution.” 
As I read her post, my thoughts 
turned to a cold day in October when 
I met with some residents of Knoxville 
(Williamsport District). That meeting 
was born out of frustration. Flooding 
had affected this community in August 
and, because there was no disaster 
declaration, it was difficult for them to 
get the assistance they needed. As I 
listened to their stories and pleas for 
help, I couldn’t help but think about 
their suffering. Most were without 
heat, their furnaces ruined. Some had 
mold growing in their basements. I 
could see the suffering in their eyes 
and hear it in their voices as they 
shared their circumstances. Colder 
weather was coming and snow was in 
the forecast. Without help, they would 
spend the winter without heat.
As I left that community, I knew 
something had to be done. After 
making some phone calls and 
sending some emails, I was able to 
arrange some help. With help from 
an UMCOR Solidarity Grant, our 
Volunteers in Mission (VIM) teams 
and VOAD partners went to work. 
And, by Christmas, the majority of the 

needs had been addressed.
Recently, I received a text from one of 
the families thanking me. As a result 
of the “help your group has given to 
our family after the flood it is slowly 
looking like a house again.” 
As I shared in the January issue 
of the Susquehanna LINK, your 
generosity allowed the Disaster 
Response Ministry to support this 
work, share in their burden, and make 
a difference.
This month, we will celebrate 
UMCOR Sunday (March 27). And, 
communities around the Annual 
Conference, across the nation, and 
worldwide continue to suffer from 
hurricanes, flooding, and wildfires. 
Your support on this special Sunday 
allows UMCOR to train Conference 
Disaster Response Coordinators like 
me, certify Early Response Teams, 
keep the office lights on, and maintain 
its promise that 100% of any financial 
support to a specific UMCOR project 
will go towards that project and not 
administrative cost.
Your sustaining gifts on UMCOR 
Sunday and throughout the year lays 
the foundation for UMCOR to equip 
local churches, annual conferences 
and nonprofit organizations to be 
in mission with their communities, 
respond to those left most vulnerable 
during these challenging times, and 
share God’s love with communities 
everywhere.
To be part of the solution, make a 
change, and share the burdens of 
other, support UMCOR Sunday by 
giving during your congregational 

offering time. Financial contributions 
can be collected and submitted 
through the Conference Treasurer’s 
Remittance Report in Section A and 
mailed to the Conference Office. 
Checks should be made payable to 
the Susquehanna Conference, with 
the UMCOR Sunday designation in 
the memo. To support the ongoing 
work of UMCOR, please include the 
appropriate Advance:  UMCOR US 
Disaster Response and Recovery 
(Advance # 901670); or, UMCOR 
International Disaster Response and 
Recovery (Advance # 982450). If you 
wish to allow UMCOR to determine 
where to use the funds, the offering 
can be designated “Where Most 
Needed” (Advance #999895).
For individual giving, these same 
options are available and can be 
accomplished online by CLICKING 
HERE: www.umcmission.org/umcor/
give/how-to-give#Your_Gift
The Susquehanna Conference 
Disaster Response Ministry Advance 
(Advance # 8055) provides another 
opportunity to support disaster 
response. Funds designated to this 
Advance will support response, 
relief, and recovery efforts within 
the Conference as well as support 
Conference teams when they 
mobilize to other areas.
For more information about UMCOR, 
visit www.umcmission.org/umcor. 
To learn more about the Conference 
Disaster Response Ministry, visit 
www.susmb.org/ and click on the 
Disaster Response tab; or follow on 
Facebook: @SUSDisasterResponse 
and on Twitter: @UMCDisasterResp

The Power to Make a Change!

Douglas Hoy
Disaster Response Coordinator

717-766-7441, ext. 3402
drc@susumc.org

https://susumc.org/files/news/suslink/2022/Jan%20LINK%202022.pdf
https://susumc.org/files/news/suslink/2022/Jan%20LINK%202022.pdf
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/give/how-to-give#Your_Gift
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/give/how-to-give#Your_Gift
http://www.umcmission.org/umcor
http://www.susmb.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SUSDisasterResponse
https://twitter.com/UMCDisasterResp
mailto:drc%40susumc.org?subject=
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www.facebook.com/susumc

find us on

We’re using social media to engage and equip 
the local church in making disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world. 
Check us out on Facebook for the latest news, 

resources, classifieds, events, and more ... 

DR. MILTON LOYER, Conference Archivist

March – 100 years ago
At the March 17, 1922, meeting of its Official Board, in 
response to a growing congregation and Sunday School, 
the Chinchilla Church, in Lackawanna County on the 
Clark’s Green charge, stepped out by faith and voted to 
purchase a new site and to prepare to build in the near 
future. Classes of the Sunday School had already turned 
into the treasury the price of the new lot, and the Ladies 
Aid Society had a fund of several hundred dollars towards 
the new building. But this was not the first or the last time 
this congregation would make a move.
The congregation was organized in 1818 and dedicated 
its first building in 1868. In 1905, a building used by 
the Baptists on Holgate Avenue was purchased and 
transformed into the congregation’s second facility. 
In 1924, the church projected in 1922 was built about 
where I-81 crosses Layton Road. When Interstate 81 
was proposed in the 1950s, that location was in its path, 
and the building was condemned. The present sanctuary 
on Church Street was completed by Christmas Eve, 
1961, when its first services were held. The congregation 
currently has about 60 members.

 
 
April – 50 years ago
The 1972 General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church met April 16-28 in Atlanta, Ga. The clergy and lay 
delegations were headed by: Central Pennsylvania—Rev. 
Daniel Shearer and Mr. Robert E. Knupp; Wyoming—
Rev. Edgar Singer and Mr. Harry Gordon. Being the first 
General Conference since the 1968 Methodist-EUB union 
that created The United Methodist Church, the body was 
tasked with supplying some of the final details regarding 
that union.
One of the most discussed agenda items was approval 
of the new denomination’s SOCIAL PRINCIPLES. 
A final document was approved that gave “reluctant” 
approval to abortion under certain circumstances, 
approved remarriage of divorced persons in certain 
situations, and affirmed—while not condoning the 
practice of homosexuality—that homosexuals as well as 
heterosexuals are persons of sacred worth in need of the 
ministry and guidance of the church and are entitled to 
having their civil rights insured.

Remembering Our Heritage

https://www.susumc.org/bishops-partners-in-mission/
http://www.facebook.com/susumc
http://facebook.com/susumc
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New Resources Available!
Discovery Place is excited to share a wealth of resources new to us in recent weeks. Check these out for use in your Sunday 
School class or small group!

The Lord’s Prayer by Adam Hamilton (2021). 
Subtitled “The Meaning and Power of the Prayer 
Jesus Taught,” this study guides us to really 
know – and really pray – the Lord’s Prayer. 
(6 sessions. Includes DVD, leader guide, and 
hardcover book.)
Don’t Give the Enemy a Seat at Your Table 
by Louie Giglio (2021). Based on Psalm 23, 
this study helps us to cancel the lies that wreck 
our lives and take authority over our thoughts. 
(6 sessions. Includes DVD, study guide, and 
hardcover book.)
Just Say Yes! Unleashing People for Ministry 
by Robert Schnase (2016). Examining the 
systems and attitudes that restrain and control 
ministry, Schnase demonstrates practical ways 
church leaders can encourage, embolden, and 
equip people for ministry. (10 sessions. Includes 
DVD, book, leader guide, and participant guide.)
Life-Changing Prayer: Approaching the 
Throne of Grace by Jim Cymbala (2018). 
Using interviews with people who received 
extraordinary answers to their prayers, Cymbala 
shows how prayer can transform our lives. (6 
sessions. Includes DVD and study guide.)
Making Your Case for Christ Training Course 
by Lee Strobel and Mark Mittelberg (2018). In 
his journey from atheism to faith, Strobel uses 
historical evidence to back up Jesus’ claims 
and equips your church with practical tools 
to communicate this message. (6 sessions. 
Includes DVD, study guide, book, and church 
campaign starter guide.)
You Were Made For This Moment by Max 
Lucado (2021). Are you weary from your 
challenges, wounded by your battles, or worried 
your world is spinning out of control? If so, 
this study based on the book of Esther brings 
welcome news that God hasn’t forgotten you. 
(5 sessions. Includes DVD, study guide, and 
hardcover book.)
Better Decisions, Fewer Regrets by Andy 
Stanley (2020). “I should’ve asked more 
questions!” We hear this quite often after making 
a bad decision. In this study, Stanley equips us 

with five catalytic questions to ask each time we 
are faced with a decision. (6 sessions. Includes 
DVD, study guide, and hardcover book.)
Who Is Jesus? by Louie Giglio (2018). All our 
lives center on this one question: who is Jesus? 
In this study, Giglio invites us to meet God in 
both our intellect and our hearts by uncovering 
what history and Scripture have to say about 
Jesus. (5 sessions. Includes DVD and study 
guide.)
For churches interested in exploring ways to 
Build the Beloved Community, here is a great 
DVD option:
Vital Conversations: Racism and the U.S. 
Church – Subtitled “Vital Conversations on 
Race, Culture, and Justice,” this study was 
published by The General Commission on 
Religion and Race (GCORR). It offers us a 
way to begin a dialog, face our misconceptions 
and fears, and move deliberately to spiritual, 
community, and social transformation. The final 
session is presented by Bishop Cynthia Moore-
Koikoi. (7 sessions. Includes DVD and study 
guide.)

In addition to this DVD study, there are numerous books that 
will be helpful in dismantling racism. Use our online catalog 
(see below) and do an advanced search using the subject 
“Racism.” 
Complete descriptions of these and all our other resources can 
be found in the online catalog on our website: www.discovery-
place.org. You may place an order directly through our online 
catalog, email discovery@susumc.org, or call 717-766-7968. 
We look forward to hearing from you!

Serving Christ with you,
Joni Robison

Find free spiritual growth resources for your church at www.discovery-place.org

JONI ROBISON

Susquehanna Conference
303 Mulberry Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

717-766-7968
email discovery@susumc.org
web www.discovery-place.org

http://www.discovery-place.org
http://www.discovery-place.org
mailto:discovery%40susumc.org?subject=
http://www.discovery-place.org
mailto:discovery%40susumc.org?subject=
http://www.discovery-place.org
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2022 AC Awards & Scholarships 
Marty Cox Award for Christian Unity
The Bishop’s Committee on Christian Unity and Inter-religious Relationships is 
pleased to announce an opportunity for groups or individuals to be nominated 
for the Marty Cox Award. The nominations must be submitted to Pastor Laura 
Kincaid at lkincaid@susumc.org by February 15, 2022.  
VIEW/DOWNLOAD NOMINATION FORM
Harry Hosier Award
The Harry Hosier Award is presented this year by the Commission on Building 
the Beloved Community. The award is presented to the individual or congregation 
that best emulates the characteristics of Harry Hosier, an early Black Methodist 
preacher. Please submit your nomination by March 15, 2022.  
VIEW/DOWNLOAD NOMINATION FORM
Howard and Elizabeth Brinton Award
This award recognizes those showing excellence in mission support of the 
Advance for Christ and His Church. One Brinton award will be given to an 
individual who is an active member of a local UMC doing excellent mission 
work and one Brinton Award will be given to a church who is doing excellent 
mission work. To nominate an individual and/or a church, please submit a letter 
of recommendation from the pastor of the individual or church to: Rev. Andrew 
Burd-Harris, 157 E Water St., Middletown PA 17057. Email aburd-harris@
susumc.org. Nominations are due by March 15, 2022.
Flying Dove Award
Do you know a church or person who has been striving to work for peace with 
justice in their community? Please submit your by March 15, 2022, to Rev. 
Andrew Burd-Harris at aburd-harris@susumc.org
VIEW/DOWNLOAD NOMINATION FORM
Thomas K. Cartwright scholarship. 
We want to support your call! Applications are now being accepted for the 2022 
Thomas K. Cartwright scholarship. If you are a certified candidate for ministry in 
The Susquehanna Conference of The United Methodist Church, are currently 
enrolled or accepted into college or seminary, and under the age of 35 years, 
please download and submit the application. Please submit your application by 
March 15, 2022.
Maud K. Jensen/Karen E. Layman Scholarship
The Maud K. Jensen/Karen E. Layman Scholarship is awarded to women 
seminarians from the Susquehanna Conference. Named for kindred spirits in 
ministry, the scholarship is offered to candidates for ministry who exemplify the 
commitments and character of Maud Jensen and Karen Layman, trailblazing 
women in ministry. In order to complete our process in a timely manner, 
applications will be accepted until March 15, 2022.
Please complete the requested information on the online form along with 
submitting your college or seminary transcript to the address that is provided for 
you in the application.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Rev. Anna Layman 
Knox at 570-616-7967.
Harry Denman Award
Do you know a clergy person, lay person and/or youth who have shown 
outstanding achievement in evangelism by bringing people into a life 
transforming relationship with Jesus Christ?  Nominate them for the 2022 Harry 
Denman Evangelism Award. 
VIEW/DOWNLOAD NOMINATION FORM

Ash Wednesday
March 2, 2022

Marks the beginning of the Lent

God’s Call Event
March 19, 2022

See info below right 
Register here

UMCOR Sunday
March 27, 2022

This offering underwrites the 
administrative costs of the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. 

Resources
Give

Easter
April 17, 2022

Native American 
Ministries Sunday

May 1, 2022
This offering helps to develop 

and strengthen Native American 
ministries. 
Resources

Give

Annual Conference
June 1-3, 2022

Hershey Lodge and  
Convention Center 

www.susumc.org/annual-conference

Summer Camps
June - August

Find out more and register now! 
www.susumcamps.org

mailto:lkincaid%40susumc.org?subject=
https://susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Marty-Cox-Award-Application-2022_fillable.pdf
https://susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Harry-Hosier-Award-Nom-Form-2022_fillable.pdf
mailto:aburd-harris%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:aburd-harris%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:aburd-harris%40susumc.org?subject=
https://susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Flying-Dove-Award-2022_fillable.pdf
https://susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Cartwright-Scholarship-Letter-App-2022_fillable.pdf
https://susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Cartwright-Scholarship-Letter-App-2022_fillable.pdf
https://susumc.org/maud-k-jensen-karen-e-layman-scholarship/
https://susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Harry-Denman-Award-2022_fillable.pdf
https://www.susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Registration-Form-GCE-Zoom-March-2022.pdf
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/umcor-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit
http://umc.org/SSGive
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/native-american-ministries-pastor-and-leader-kit
http://umc.org/SSGive
http://www.susumc.org/annual-conference
http://www.susumcamps.org 
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Closer to Christ 
Lenten Series
Lenten Webinar Series
The Lord’s Prayer: The Meaning 
and Power of the Prayer Jesus 
Taught, pastor and bestselling 
author Adam Hamilton guides us to 
really know — and really pray — the 
Lord’s Prayer.
Most Christians know the Lord’s 
Prayer by heart. We pray it often, 
at different times and in different 
settings. We remember it as the 
prayer that Jesus taught his disciples. 
But do we really understand and 
appreciate the power of its words? 
Magrey and Adam will explore its 
rich meaning and how to use it as a 
pattern for our own prayer lives.

Witness at the Cross: A Beginner’s 
Guide to Holy Friday, professor 
and bestselling author Amy-Jill 
Levine helps us experience Holy 
Friday from the perspective of those 
who watched Jesus die: family 
and strangers, the powerful and 
the powerless, the hopeful and the 
despairing.
Learn how those messages travel the 
centuries to anyone who would come 
to the cross today.

FIND OUT MORE & REGISTER: 
https://amplifymedia.com/lent-2022/

Spring 2022 Grant Applications
Accepted March 11 – April 11
The UM Foundation awards a limited number of grants to local churches and 
affiliated agencies of the Western Pennsylvania and Susquehanna Conferences. 
These grants are intended for (but are not limited to) funding for ministries, 
programs, consultant and auditing services, stewardship resources, and more. 
Applications for funding may come from any church or ministry of or related to the 
Western PA or Susquehanna Conferences and must be for a need consistent with 
the mission and strategic plan of the UM Foundation.  
LEARN MORE or email grants@umfoundation.org

God’s Call Event 
Saturday, March 19 
9 am to 1:30 pm
We are excited to invite you to explore 
various pastoral ministry paths and 
seek the next steps in God’s call for 
you.
We are also grateful to have F. 
Douglas Powe Jr., Director of the 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership 
as our guest presenter during the 
leadership training portion of the 
webinar.
Celebrate God’s plan and receive 
leadership training for your future 
ministries.
Use this REGISTRATION FORM to 
sign up by March 12.
We look forward to seeing you online!

CREATE!
ALL ARE WELCOME!
You are invited to join in with 
CREATE! This ongoing Thursday 
morning series (9-10am EST) is an 
opportunity to gather in a time of 
Spirit-led reflection and be still with 
God’s fresh expressions within you 
and in spiritual community. There 
is no fee to participate. Special 
thanks to our friend, Laura Baber 
and St. Mark’s UMC in Ocala, FL, 
in sharing this sacred space with 
the Center for Spiritual Formation, 
Inc. in partnership.  Email Laura at 
rhythmsofrestoration@gmail.com 
to receive the Zoom link and learn 
more.

Summer Camp 
Staff Openings
The Susquehanna Conference Camp 
& Retreat Ministry is now hiring for 
the 2022 Summer Camp Season! 
We’re looking for Lifeguards, Cooks, 
Kitchen Assistants, and Program 
Staff. You can find a list of all of the 
openings on our website. Interested 
applicants should complete an 
application (found on the website) 
and send it to apply@susumc.org.

Ten Tips for a Successful 
Grant Application

Thursday, March 10 
Live Webinar, 10 to 11 am
Presented by Revs. Ed Bailey and 
Nick Keeney
Grants have helped many United 
Methodist churches and agencies 
establish on-going ministries. If 
you would like to learn more about 
how your organization can take 
advantage of applying for grant 
awards and how to write a successful 
grant application, this is the webinar 
for you. Register here.

https://amplifymedia.com/lent-2022/
https://www.umfoundation.org/grants
mailto:grants%40umfoundation.org?subject=
https://www.susumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Registration-Form-GCE-Zoom-March-2022.pdf
mailto:rhythmsofrestoration%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.susumcamps.org/index.php/resources-forms/employment-opportunities
http://www.susumcamps.org/files/employforms/Employment%20Application%20Fillable.pdf
mailto:apply%40susumc.org?subject=
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4406033784829256204
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Through your generous gift today, you help support 
education for Native American seminaries and empower 
Native American outreach.

NATIVE 
AMERICAN  
MINISTRIES  
SUNDAY

Please make check payable to your local church or give online at UMC.org/SSGive.

After this I looked, 
and there was a great 

crowd that no one 
could number.  

They were from every 
nation, tribe, people, 

and language.
Revelation 7:9, CeB

May 1, 2022

http://umc.org/SSGive
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Mrs. Ruth E. Klinger of Middletown, 
PA, widow of Rev. Charles L. Klinger, 
died Tuesday, January 25, 2022 at 
Frey Village, Middletown, Pa. Obituary

Mrs. Shirley E. Smith of Harrisburg, 
PA, widow of Rev. Donald L. Smith, 
died Thursday, December 23, 2021 at 
home. Obituary.

Mrs. Glade E. Taylor of York, PA., 
widow of Rev. J. Paul Taylor, died 
Thursday, January 6, 2022. Obituary.

ERRATUM 
Please send corrections to  

link@susumc.org

SUBSCRIBE!
Susquehanna LINK can be 

delivered directly to your email 
inbox. Simply send your email 
address to link@susumc.org 
with “LINK Subscription” in the 

subject line.

District Offices
Altoona District
Superintendent: Rev� Dr� Joleen Willis
 jwillis@susumc�org
AA: Kathy Palmer
 altoona@susumc�org
Phone: 814-693-9220
Office:	 1381	Plank	Rd.,	Suite	104
 Duncansville, PA 16635-8458
Harrisburg District
Superintendent: Rev� Barry Robison
 brobison@susumc�org
AA: Sheila Noss
 harrisburg@susumc�org
Phone: 717-766-8124
Office:	 303	Mulberry	Dr.,	Suite	200
 Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3198
Lewisburg District
Superintendent: Rev� Dr� Gary Weaver
 gweaver@susumc�org
AA: Debbie Ackley
 lewisburg@susumc�org
Phone: 570-523-9592
Office:	 31	Baylor	Blvd
 Lewisburg, PA 17837-9203
Scranton Wilkes-Barre District
Superintendent: Rev� Judy Walker
 jwalker@susumc�org
AA: Krissie McDermott
 scrantonwilkesbarre@susumc�org
Phone: 570-901-1569
Office:	 40	Knob	Hill	Rd.
 Trucksville, PA 18708
State College District
Superintendent: Rev� Brenda Leigey
 bleigey@susumc�org
AA: Helen Meyer
 statecollege@susumc�org
Phone: 814-237-4365
Office:	 1200	Haymaker	Rd.
 State College, PA 16801-6943
Williamsport District
Superintendent: Rev� Dr� Paul Amara
 pamara@susumc�org
AA: Jill Johnston
 williamsport@susumc�org
Phone: 570-323-7452
Office:	 2420	Nottingham	Rd.
 Williamsport, PA 17701-4057
York District
Superintendent: Rev� Cathy Boileau
 cboileau@susumc�org
AA: Autumn Christine
 york@susumc�org
Phone: 717-755-8863
Office:	 1910	Kenneth	Rd.,	Suite	D
 York, PA 17404

303 Mulberry Drive
Mechanicsburg, PA 17025

717-766-7441
www.susumc.org

Lenten Studies
Gathered Up in Jesus
The season of Lent is essential for 
those who truly seek to be disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. Because a part of what we 
learn in this time of self-examination 
is that we are what might be most in 
need of transformation. We might find 
that what might need to grow in faith 
and discipleship is the church and that 
the transformation of the world begins 
with building bridges and gathering 
up rather than with condemnation. 
We hope you’ll join in with churches 
around the world as we seek to be 
gathered up in Jesus.
Download series here.
New studies, devotionals for 
Lent
During Lent, Christians prepare 
to celebrate the miracle of Easter 
through prayer, fasting and other 
spiritual disciplines.
Studies and devotional resources are 
available from Abingdon Press, the 
Upper Room and the Society of St. 
Andrew to help church leaders and 
congregants experience Lent as a 
season of reflection and attentiveness. 
Many are available to order in bulk 
or come with leader kits. Most are 
appropriate for individual use and 
for Sunday school/small group or 
congregation-wide studies.

Neighborhood Center 
Seeks Executive Director
The Neighborhood Center of the 
United Methodist Church is a non-
profit organization serving the 
Harrisburg community with affordable 
pre-school and childcare programs, 
a clothing bank, food distribution to 
seniors, provision of formula and 
diapers to young mothers and other 
programs designed to meet the needs 
of the community.
An application and additional 
information about the position 
is available on Indeed.com. The 
deadline for applying is close of 
business, March 15, 2022.

https://www.busefuneralhome.com/obituary/RuthEleanor-Klinger
https://obits.pennlive.com/us/obituaries/pennlive/name/shirley-smith-obituary?id=31989061
https://www.ydr.com/obituaries/mpa080385
mailto:link%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:link%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:jwillis%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:altoona%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:brobison%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:harrisburg%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:gweaver%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:lewisburg%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:jwalker%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:scrantonwilkesbarre%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:bleigey%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:statecollege%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:pamara%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:williamsport%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:cboileau%40susumc.org?subject=
mailto:york%40susumc.org?subject=
http://susumc.org
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/gathered-up-in-jesus?utm_source=Discipleship+Ministries+Email+Newsletters&utm_campaign=ed9ab594f8-Equipping+Disciples+8%2F5%2F21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f939527158-ed9ab594f8-416462839&mc_cid=ed9ab594f8&mc_eid=5efd5e2c42
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/new-studies-devotionals-for-lent?mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAGCMEu6MdVJGdxMaTXvJml36AyBx__-hrsRUUAbGgd9SpB49nzGIiidu975UwtyB8mOp-Uwbg7CfDCW8wr__vRAxkoLXOAGE_inTznOFAgkqtuk5g
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?t=executive+director&jk=7626170b88ec82e5&_ga=2.160135997.1077007368.1643118389-1438483685.1638135220
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