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A WITNESS TO MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

...Focus on this one thing: 
Forgetting the past and 

looking forward to what lies 
ahead... press on to reach 

the end of the race and 
receive the heavenly prize 

for which God, through 
Christ Jesus, is calling us.

Philippians 3:13-14  NLT
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Through your generous gift today, you strengthen  
community outreach and empower youth development.

HUMAN  
RELATIONS 
DAY
Please make check payable to your local church or give online at UMC.org/SSGive.

He sat down,  
called the Twelve,  
and said to them,  

“Whoever wants to be first  
must be least of all 

and the servant of all.”
Mark 9:35, CEB

JANUARY 16
2022

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/human-relations-day-pastor-and-leader-kit
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Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders
Rev. Sarah Voigt Receives the Francis Asbury Award!

www.susumc.org

REV. KEVIN WITT
Director of Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders

KIM SHOCKLEY
Coordinator for Pathways of Spiritual Leadership

The Francis Asbury Award 
recognizes and encourages 

outstanding support of higher 
education and campus ministries 
within The United Methodist Church; 
named for Bishop Francis Asbury, 
as one of the first two bishops of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
the U.S. Perhaps because he only 
had six years of formal schooling 
himself, Asbury charged the people 
called Methodist to erect a school 
in the vicinity of every church. “We 
must,” he said, “…give the keys of 
knowledge to your children, and 
those of the poor in the vicinity of 
your small towns and villages.” 
Each year, the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry 
invites Annual Conference Boards 
of Higher Education and Campus 
Ministry to submit nominees based 
upon extraordinary leadership above 
and beyond basic responsibilities in 
United Methodist higher education 
ministries. Rev. Sarah Voigt is the 
Wesley Foundation Ministry Director 
for the University Park Campus of 
Penn State.
In a recent interview with Kevin Witt, 
we get to know Sarah:
1. How would you describe your 
calling into ministry?
It was through the church that I 
first experienced a call to ministry. 
During my time in college, I had 
two pastors and campus chaplains 
who saw gifts in me and asked hard 
questions about passions, callings, 
and vocation. Their questions, 
conversations, and countless meals 

around the table gave me confidence 
to take the next step in vocational 
ministry. It was around tables in a 
soup kitchen that I felt my heart and 
soul come alive, as I experienced 
a desire to love and serve my 
community. That God-given passion 
has led my family and I to various 
tables around the world to join God 
in creating spaces of welcome, 
community, and service -- and for 
that I am grateful. I am ordained an 
Elder in the Church of the Nazarene, 
in the Wesleyan-Holiness tradition. 
Interesting aside, I was ordained in 
Scotland on St. Patrick's Day 2014 
while serving as a missionary in 
Ireland. 
2. What do you love most about 
campus ministry and what are 
some significant impacts of the 
ministry?
I love having conversations with 
students and the opportunity to hear 
their questions, wonderings, and 
passions. I give thanks that now I 
am gifted with the role of walking 
alongside students as they journey 
through questions of vocation, 
passion, and calling. I love that with 
students we are able to be creative, 
playful, and also have meaningful 
conversations, often all at the same 
time. And most of our times for 
connection happen around food! I am 

continually grateful for the opportunity 
to intersect with students' lives in 
the midst of this time period and the 
reciprocal impacts that are shared 
because of these relationships. While 
students will move on after four (or 
more) years and their lives will take 
them in other directions, we, those 
who work in campus ministry, will 
continue to remember the impact 
students have had on us personally 
as well as our ministries. 
3. Describe various dimensions of 
the Wesley Foundation ministry at 
Penn State.
The Wesley Foundation at Penn 
State is connected with St. Paul's 
United Methodist Church in State 
College, PA, only one street away 
from the main campus of Penn 
State University. Through St. Paul's 
UMC and the Wesley Foundation, 
we seek to connect with students in 
various ways. Our vision and mission 
is: Be Fed, Be Known, Be Loved, 
Welcome Home. For decades, the 
Wesley Foundation has been known 
as a "home away from home" for 
students; it is our mission to continue 
to live into this calling. We run a free 
student coffee house called Abba 
Java, which is open to students five 
days a week as a study space and a 
place to connect with friends, offering 
free coffee/tea, snacks, pastries, and 
more. The Wesley Foundation also 
gathers weekly with students for a 
meal and a time to connect with each 
other as we share prayer practices, 
questions, and art finding ways to 
grow in faith together. We also offer 
opportunities to gather with other 
mainline campus ministries for times 
of conversation, events, and service. 
4. What else would you like readers 
of Susquehanna LINK to know? 
The most important thing would be 
a request asking pastors/parents/
readers to let us know if they have 
students at Penn State, University 
Park campus. It is the only way I have 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Rev. Sarah Voight

http://www.susumc.org
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Staff Transitions
December 22, 2021

Dear Siblings in Christ,
As we rapidly move toward Christmas 
Day, we give thanks to God for God’s 
unfathomable gift of God’s son Jesus 
the Christ. That first Christmas Day 
reminds the world that God did a 
new thing in sending God’s son into 
this world. We give thanks that God 
continually does new things – even in 
this day.
The Susquehanna Conference is in 
the midst of doing a new thing with 
the Western PA and West Virginia 
Annual Conferences. We are starting 
to explore and discover new ways of 
working and being The Church.
At the same time God is doing a 

new thing, we give thanks to God 
for those staff persons who have 
served this Annual Conference. As 
you are aware, Rev. Gary Shockley 
has discerned that this is the time for 
him to do a new thing in retirement. 
Earlier in the fall, Rev. Greg Myers 
also retired, and Christy Mackey 
resigned to start a new journey in 
the world of insurance. Sarah Filizzi, 
part-time staff in the Episcopal 
Office, has also decided to submit 
her resignation. She has accepted 
a position with the Pennsylvania 
Council of Churches. We also give 
thanks to God for Rev. Victoria 
Rebeck. Victoria will be leaving her 
position as the Director of Connecting 
Ministries at the beginning of 2022. 
Victoria’s last day in the office will be 
December 31, 2021.
As God continues to move and do 

a new thing, we know that God will 
continue to use Victoria, Gary, Greg, 
Christy, and Sarah.

Please know that as God’s plan for 
the Susquehanna Conference is 
discerned and decisions are made, 
we will keep you informed.

May your spirit be touched and 
renewed as again you hear the words 
recorded in Luke:

“Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy 
for all the people; to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord.” (Luke 2: 
10-11)

God’s Christmas Peace,                                                  

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi 
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball

The United Methodist Church
Harrisburg Area - Susquehanna Conference
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball

COVID Update 
December 30, 2021 
Dear Siblings in Christ,
Please know that we continue to pray 
for the health and wholeness of each 
one of you and for people around the 
world. In light of the very contagious 
Omicron variant of COVID-19, we 
urge you to review your in-person 
worship and discipleship plans. 
Keep yourself updated on the latest 
information for infection rates in your 
area. Continue to access Center for 
Disease Control (CDC) and official 
local health department guidelines 
for how to best protect yourself, 
your congregations, and your family. 
Please know that we support you 
as you provide on-line worship and 
gathering experiences. If at any time 
due to high infection rates, after 
consultation with the clergy and lay 
leadership, you determine that the 
church needs to return to all virtual 
gatherings until infection rates are 
lower, we will support your decision.

Laity, we urge you to extend an extra 
dose of grace to your pastors as 
they enter the third calendar year of 
bearing the responsibility of balancing 
the tension between keeping 
everyone safe while advancing the 
mission of the church. Physical and 
emotional exhaustion is real among 
our pastors. The best Christmas and 
New Year’s gifts you can give them 
are your grace and words of good 
cheer.
We encourage the following 
behaviors and procedures 
recognizing that persons without 
symptoms can spread the virus. We 
love our neighbors and need to be 
intentional about protecting others:
• Please strongly encourage, if not 

require, mask wearing at all church 
gatherings and remember masks 
that do not gap are best. Small 
children and some persons with 
particular mental health issues 
have difficulty wearing masks so 
exercise good judgment.

• Please encourage members of 

the church to get vaccinated and 
boosted when it is time.

• Encourage unvaccinated church 
and community members to take 
advantage of on-line worship 
opportunities.

• Stay away and encourage others 
to stay away from gatherings if they 
are not feeling well

• Follow the CDC and local health 
official quarantine and disinfection 
guidelines for anyone who has 
tested positive or been exposed to 
COVID.

• Practice maintaining distance 
between persons who are not living 
together in the same household.

• Pass the peace or greet persons by 
waving, bowing, a nod of the head. 
Avoid hugs and handshakes. Do 
not hold hands for prayer.

• Do not use a Common Cup for 
Communion. Do not leave water in 
your baptismal fonts.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

www.susumc.org

http://www.susumc.org
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Shared with permission from West Virginia Annual Conference

It is our belief, and truly a reason to celebrate, that 
everyone is gifted by God, that each person is 
uniquely and beautifully equipped for ministry and, 

with encouragement, empowered to be in mission to our 
community and our world!
Giftedness is not about privilege or special skills and 
talents. It is about listening more deeply to, and following 
more fully, the deepest desires of our hearts and God's 
leading in our lives.
As we seek to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ, we need 
encouragement, tips and tools to assist us along the 
way. In this series you will find examples of others living 
their faith every day, helps for your devotional times, and 
practical advice on how to love and serve your family, 
neighbors, friends and strangers out of the gifts that God 
has given to you.
The first step to better understanding ourselves, and our 
potential, as a disciple of Jesus is to take a Spiritual Gifts 
Assessment. There are many ways to learn about spiritual 
gifts, including the resources found at www.wvumc.org/
spiritual-gifts/. 
UMC Discipleship Ministries has a Spiritual Gifts inventory 
you may take on-line. (Be sure to email your results to 
yourself so that you may speak with your pastor or other 
spiritual friends about the results so that you make take 
the next steps in exploring your spiritual gifts!)

WHY THESE TWENTY GIFTS?
The twenty gifts covered by the Spiritual Gifts On-line 
Assessment are those listed within the Pauline epistles to 
Rome, Ephesus, and Corinth, and recognized by the first-
century church. While all of life is a gift from God, these 
twenty gifts are lifted up within Scripture as the gifts of the 
Spirit, given specifically for the upbuilding of the body of 
Christ (Ephesians 4; I Corinthians 12 & 13; Romans 12).
Follow this link for Frequently Asked Questions about 
Spiritual Gifts.
As you read this series of articles, consider these 
questions: What is God’s Spirit saying to you as you 
read this article? Who are you feeling called to have a 
conversation with based on that nudge? What is your next 
step on your calling journey? Who do you need to partner 
with concerning that step?

Spiritual Gifts
What are the Spiritual Gifts?
Administration • Apostleship • Compassion

Discernment • Evangelism • Exhortation  
Faith • Giving • Healing • Helping  

Interpretation of Tongues • Knowledge  
Leadership • Miracles • Prophecy  

Servanthood • Shepherding • Teaching  
Tongues • Wisdom

www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/

http://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
http://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/spiritual-gifts-inventory/en
https://www.umc.org/en/content/spiritual-gifts-faqs
http://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
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By Audrey Stanton-Smith. Reprinted with permission.

This is the first of a series of articles that will help you 
learn more about spiritual gifts, how to discover yours, 
and how they might be used to benefit the church and 
community. 

Held by her parents in her long white gown, little 
Nora Grace splashed her tiny hand into the 
baptismal font as her grandfather Rev. Greg 

Godwin and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball laid their wet 
hands on her head.
“Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, you 
gave to your apostles many excellent gifts,” the bishop 
had just prayed at this Service of Baptism and Ordination 
during the 2020 West Virginia Annual Conference. “Give 
your grace to all servants of your church, that we may, with 
diligence and faithfulness, fulfill our various ministries.”
In those precious moments with water and spirit, a family 
celebrated the Holy Spirit’s gifts to Nora Grace, and the 
priesthood of all believers became responsible for helping 
her grow into those spiritual gifts. They promised to nurture 
her and pray for her to be a true disciple, giving the act of 
baptism both a personal and a corporate purpose.
“We revisit that moment a lot,” Nora Grace’s mother, Rev. 
Lauren Godwin said just over a year later. “We look at 
those pictures. … It was super special as a parent, but 
also as a pastor.”
Knowing that biological family and church family — Nora 
Grace’s own plus an entire conference — was participating 
made it “a moment of true celebration,” Godwin recalled.
“It truly was a celebration of the giftedness that God 
has given each of us,” she said. “And as she grows, we 
will remind Nora that her baptism is not just a day we 
celebrate, but a day that is about the promise we make.”
While all of life is a gift from God, 20 gifts are lifted up 
within Scripture as the gifts of the Spirit, given specifically 
for the upbuilding of the body of Christ. They are healing, 
discernment, serving, tongues, teaching, apostleship, 
giving, faith, interpretation of tongues, prophecy, wisdom, 
leadership, evangelism, compassion/mercy, administration, 
working miracles, knowledge, shepherding, helps, and 
exhortation. 
Exploring spiritual gifts — part of growing in discipleship 
— begins with remembering baptism, just as Steiner Ball 
asked witnesses to do at the baptism of Nora Grace and 
as all pastors do at baptisms throughout the conference.
It doesn’t mean literally recalling the details of a baptism 
event, but recalling that you were marked as Christ’s own. 
It means remembering that God has a purpose for your 
life, and it impacts the church — the body of Christ — as 
a whole. Remembering baptism fits hand-in-hand with 
the church’s mission is to discover, develop, and deploy 
passionate spiritual leaders who make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.

As the Baptismal Covenant states: “As members together 
with you in the body of Christ and in their congregation 
of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant 
faithfully to participate in the ministries of the church by our 
prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service, that in 
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”
“Speaking as a pastor and a mom, the promise the 
congregation makes is such an important piece,” Godwin 
said. “As a pastor, I remind the congregation how critical 
that is. … This is a serious promise that we’re making, 
especially at an infant baptism. We are promising to take 
care of this child however we can, whether that means 
sliding them a piece of candy on Sunday morning or 
nurturing them into their giftedness and ministry.”
Participation in ministry begins with baptism, whether it 
happens with infant baptism or at some other point in life, 
and remembering it is another important piece. In her book 
“Liturgy of the Ordinary,”  Tish Harrison Warren writes, 
“Baptism is the first word of grace spoken over us by the 
church.”
Harrison goes on to say that baptismal fonts are often 
placed where people will pass them as they walk into a 
church to worship. “This symbolizes how baptism is the 
entrance into the people of God. It reminds us that before 
we begin to worship — before we sit down in church — 
we are marked as people who belong to Jesus by grace 
alone, swept up into the good news, which we received as 
a gift from God and from believers who went before us.”
Christine Harman, in her book, “For the Common Good,” 
writes “Baptism begins the work of salvation, and from this 
point on, the work of sanctifying grace begins. Growing in 
that grace requires a partnership between the individual 
and that community of faith.”
So baptism concerns much more than a new sister or 
brother in Christ. As a new part of the whole body of 
Christ, each person baptized, regardless of age, is told 
that God has given her or him gifts. And each member of 
the congregation who welcomes that new part of the body 
vows to use “prayers,” “presence,” “gifts,”  “service,” and 
“witness” to increase that new Christian’s faith, confirm her 
or his hope, and perfect that new part of the body in love.
“You are uniquely created by God. God has given you 
significant gifts. God has a plan and a purpose for your 
life. As a Christian, you have been called to serve,” Carol 
Carmel and Yvonne Gentile explain in their book, “Serving 
from the Heart: Finding Your Gifts and Talents for Service.” 
For Rev. Godwin, the assurance of her child’s uniqueness 
and giftedness is something to celebrate daily.
“Part of my prayer life is that whatever Nora is called to be, 
that she’ll remember those moments, that experience, and 
live into her giftedness and call,” Godwin said.
Article source: wvumc.org/2021/09/
called-and-claimed-by-god/

Called and Claimed by God

https://www.wvumc.org/spiritual-gifts/
https://tishharrisonwarren.com/liturgy-of-the-ordinary
https://www.cokesbury.com/9780881779585-For-the-Common-Good?refq=for%20the%20common%20good
https://www.abingdonpress.com/product/9781426736001/
https://www.abingdonpress.com/product/9781426736001/
http://wvumc.org/2021/09/called-and-claimed-by-god/ 
http://wvumc.org/2021/09/called-and-claimed-by-god/ 
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Volunteers in Mission: Faith Bellefonte and Mt. Calvary Harrisburg
By Pennsy Waltman

Faith UMC, Bellefonte, and Mt. Calvary, Harrisburg, 
were so blessed to return to Carteret County N.C. 
this fall after having served there in the spring. There 

are 250 families still waiting for help from the 30 inches 
of rain in 24 hours in 2018 which came up through the 
floors and rotted them from the bottom up. We helped 
three families in the spring and two on our trip in October: 
a grandmother raising four grandchildren (wonderful kids!) 
and a retired gentleman on disability who had a broken 
back and neck and isn't able to do a lot of repairs himself. 
Both homes should have been condemned! Floors were 
rotted out so that you had to walk on the floor joists in 
order to cross the room and not fall through the floor. 
You could see the earth beneath the floor while using the 
bathroom. Insulation was hanging two feet above the bunk 
bed where a teenage granddaughter was sleeping. Four 
tarps on top of each other was keeping some of the rain 
from coming into the home. The back porch had fallen 
down onto the concrete making it unsafe to enter the 
house that way. In one home there has been no hot water 
since 2018! 
The job/housing coordinators are working six days a 
week without financial compensation but are greatly 

compensated by seeing what God is accomplishing 
through His children in mission. We were able to install 
shower/bathtubs, toilets, new flooring, new roof, a hot 
water heater, drywall, and much more. The day after we 
left, God sent another team to finish where we left off. 
Praise God both families are back in their homes.
We always invite past and present families we have served 
to join us for dinner and it was a joy to have them all 
together and hear their stories. The son of the gentleman 
homeowner helped us on his days off and is taking 
vacation to join us on our next trip in the spring because 
"I haven't seen my Dad smile in 3 years and he's been 
smiling all week!" A couple we helped in the spring thought 
God had forgot all about them and lost their faith, stopped 
going to church, and gave up. Seeing us driving all the 
way from Pennsylvania, sleeping on the floor, and helping 
people they never saw before brought them back to God 
and they paid it forward with a check for $1,000 to help us 
help someone else! 
As we all say, "We always get more than we give on these 
trips!! Maybe God just wants us to keep paying it forward!"
For more information contact Volunteers In Mission 
Coordinator Michelle Schwartzman at 717-766-7441 
ext.3105 or email VIM@susumc.org or visit susmb.org/vim

http://www.susmb.org/vim
http://www.susmb.org/vim
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• Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched surfaces – put sanitizing 
wipes in your Church bathrooms. 
Consider pausing childcare and 
moving children’s ministries on-
line when infection rates are high.

• Establish organized ways to check 
in and check up on persons who 
become ill for any reason so that 
your congregation may establish 
helpful ways of making sure those 
who are sick or shut in can get 
access to necessities.

Your Bishops, Conference 
Superintendents, and Conference 
staff all desire for all of our church 
buildings to be places of sanctuary 
or safety. Please put into practice 
the actions and decisions – both 
individually and communally - that 
will help to keep the coronavirus 
from spreading.
We join our prayers with yours as 
we navigate how to share God’s 
love with the communities we serve 
in ever-changing circumstances.
Blessings to you,
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi 
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball

COVID Update

Francis Asbury Award

The Building the Beloved Community Fund  
will help Susquehanna United Methodists:

• Resist racism
• Promote diversity
• Connect churches to their neighbors
• Support cross-racial appointments
• Build strong race relations

Projects by churches and conference organizations  
will benefit from these funds.

Please contribute to this Conference fund by giving through 
your church. Designate your offering to “BBCF (9300).”

Together with God, we are transforming the world!

To learn more go to:  

susumc.org/endracism

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

to know of our United Methodist 
students on campus. This is true for 
every campus ministry throughout 
the Susquehanna Conference.

The honorees of the Francis Asbury 
Award represent the breadth of 
United Methodist campus ministry 
from laity, university chaplains, 
Wesley Foundation Directors and 
administrators, and the episcopacy. 
The recipients have demonstrated 
exceptional local, multi-generational, 
international, ecumenical, and 
interreligious educational Christian 
ministry with students, faculty, staff, 
and colleagues.
List of 2021 award recipients 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

http://susumc.org
http://susumc.org/endracism
https://www.gbhem.org/news/2020-2021-francis-asbury-award-winners-announced/
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By Sandii Peiffer

When Rev. Dr. Jeffrey 
Cartwright was a boy in the 
1960s, his parents took him 

to the W. T. Grant Co. variety store in 
York, Pennsylvania, and bought his 
first nativity scene, otherwise known 
as a crèche, and started a life-long 
collection, which was recently on 
display.
Speaking of the set that started it all, 
Cartwright remembers, "The central 
figures cost 19 and 29 cents each, 
and the camels cost 49 cents. My 
father splurged and bought the whole 
manger scene, but there were only 
two styles of camels and my father 
couldn't justify getting a duplicate, 
so the three wise men only have two 
camels." 
In the years since, his collection has 
grown to over 310 crèches, "And that 
doesn't include the ties!" 
It took Cartwright three days to set 
up the display at Mount Hope UMC 
in Newville where he serves part-
time. The collection was open for 
viewing on Christmas Eve, Sunday, 
December 26, and Wednesday 
evening, December 29. About half of 
the sets were personally bought by 

Cartwright during his life, ministry, 
and travels, and the other half have 
been given as gifts from family, 
friends, and the congregations that he 
has served.
There are crèches made of glass, 
wood, paper, copper, brass, pewter, 
and other metals, clay, corn husks, 
resin, plastic, porcelain, stone, wire, 
yarn, fabric, and more. 
The nativities are represented in 
myriad styles and artforms such as 
tabletop ornaments, tree ornaments, 
books, table runners, lapel pins, 
thimbles, puzzles, paintings, place 
mats, tablecloths, wood carvings, 
carved stones, boxes, globes, 
cross-stitch, cards, calendars, 
flags, music boxes, Fabergé eggs, 
quilted panels, plates, stuffed fabric, 
blankets, candles, stitched plastic 
canvas, stained glass, blown-glass, 
molded glass, decoupage, cut paper 
silhouettes, porcelain-origami, mugs, 
crochet, blankets, pillows, and the 
aforementioned neckties. 
Many of the crèches have 
international origins including 
Haiti, Germany, Sri Lanka, Japan, 
Bethlehem (Palestine) and the Holy 
Lands, Mexico, Ireland, Peru, Burkina 

Faso, and Italy to name a few. 
A number of the nativity sets were 
handmade by parishioners from 
the churches he has served, and 
one was painted by the inmates of 
the Huntingdon State Correctional 
Institution (pictured page 12, 
top-right.)
The smallest scene (pictured page 
12, top-center), about the size of a 
thimble, is a nativity scene set inside 
a miniature egg carved from white 
and rose quartz. The largest set 
(pictured above with Cartwright) was 
a gift from First UMC in Harrisburg 
where he served from 2009 until it 
was closed in October 2019.
It is likely the last time the entire 
collection will be on display.

Extraordinary Crèche Collection Displayed in Newville

PHOTOS BY SANDII PEIFFER 

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Cartwright (right) recently displayed his collection of more than 300 crèches at Mount Hope UMC in Newville. The 
Nativity scene at left, above, is the "one that started it all" purchased at W.T. Grant Co. variety store in York in the 1960s. The set that 
Cartwright is pictured with at right was a gift from First UMC in Harrisburg, a church he had served.
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Have you ever seen those advertisements offering an 
all-expense paid, week-long vacation to a tropical 
location? It’s an offer that seems almost too good to 

be true, right? Just spend a few hours touring a vacation 
resort and listening to a salesperson attempting to sell you 
a condo. No strings attached. Just give them a few hours 
of your precious time. How bad could it be? Fill out the 
registration form. Provide them with your mailing address, 
telephone number, and e-mail address. Convinced it’s 
worth it because all expenses are paid? It’s a great 
opportunity because you were planning to take a vacation 
anyway. Then, you start receiving junk mail and spam 
e-mails. Your phone rings constantly. The texts never stop. 
You discover the airfare is free—well, except for the taxes 
and fees. Suddenly, what seemed like a great opportunity 
with no “catches” has turned into an expensive, time-
consuming nuisance.
Recently, I felt like one of those sales persons. I was 
assessing a home that had been damaged from one of 
the storms that passed through Knoxville in north-central 
Pennsylvania. As the homeowner accompanied me, we 
documented the damage and discussed what needed to 
be done to fix it. Remove the mud. Dispose of the debris. 
Re-build the basement staircase. Replace the hot water 
heater. Inspect and repair the electrical service. As we 
talked, I could see the concern becoming evident in his 
eyes. He was already overwhelmed by the circumstances 
surrounding the flood and being forced from his home.  

Then he asked the question, “What is this going to cost 
me?” What’s the catch?
This year, the Disaster Response Ministry was active 
in supporting the relief and recovery efforts for multiple 
disasters. Of course, supporting the on-going pandemic 
is at the top of a list that also included helping with storm 
clean-up at Camp Penn; resourcing various Conference 
and local church ministries, providing national crisis hotline 
operators to record disaster needs; doing flood relief, 
cleanup, and rebuilding in multiple locations throughout the 
Conference.
We learn from scripture that “God loves a cheerful giver.” 
More specifically, 2 Corinthians 9:7 clarifies that we should 
give without reluctance or compulsion. The people of the 
Susquehanna Conference have been generous with its 
financial support. And, that generosity has enabled the 
Disaster Response Ministry and UMCOR to be a caring, 
Christian presence in the aftermath of these disasters. 
We have been able to meet the needs of survivors by 
providing them with temporary heating, replacing medical 
equipment, paying for utilities, meeting essential needs, 
and awarding grants to assist with recovery to name a few.
As I spoke with that homeowner a few months ago, I 
thought about your willingness to give without hesitation. 
I turned to the homeowner and confidently shared that he 
would not incur any costs. Immediately, I could see the relief 
in his eyes. The stress he was experiencing faded quickly 
as he processed that idea that there was no “catch.”
As we move into a new year, I look forward to continuing in 
ministry and mission with you, being the hands and feet of 
Jesus, and sharing His love with those who are suffering ... 
with no catch! Contact me at drc@susumc.org

What’s the Catch?

Douglas Hoy
Disaster Response Coordinator

717-766-7441, ext. 3402
drc@susumc.org

PHOTOS FROM KNOXVILLE DISASTER RESPONSE COURTESY OF MICHELLE SCHWARTZMAN

http://www.susmb.org/drm
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As a monumental year comes to a close, we wanted 
to take a moment to thank all the Susquehanna 
Conference United Methodist Church churches for 

your support throughout 2021! We recognize that this year 
continued to bring many challenges, and we are incredibly 
grateful for the support that has been shown to Mission 
Central. 
Every item, every prayer, every dollar and every shared 
gift has assisted us in fulfilling our mission of ‘connecting 
God’s resources with human need.’  We are thankful for 
each of you and appreciate you sharing your gifts with us. 
This was a record breaking year for Mission Central and, 

while numbers aren’t final, we assisted close to 4 million 
people with over $15 million in resources. We couldn’t 
have done this without your support!
Our medical ministry continues to be the fastest growing 
ministry and grew by 300% this year over 2020 (which 
was a record-breaking year as well). Our school program 
quadrupled and we continue to assist students and their 
families with medical equipment, food, clothing, school 
supplies and hygiene/cleaning items. Mission Central 
continues a big focus on disaster relief and are still the 
largest warehouse for UMCOR. 
Next year is a big year for us – we celebrate 20 years of 
this important work! Check out our end-of-year Mission 
Link for ways that you and your church can support us as 
we work toward another 20! If you have the opportunity, 
please follow us on Facebook and subscribe to our 
MissionLink (a weekly eNews letter). 
Also, please make sure you “Save the Dates” for a few 
Mission Central events of 2022: 
• Mission Central Gala: May 15, 2022 (at Liberty Forge)
• Mission Central Monster Mash and Dash (our virtual 
run): October, 2022
We wish you a Happy New Year filled with many 
blessings. 
Thank you for everything you do for Mission Central! 
www.missioncentral.org

Thank You For Supporting Mission Central

Responding to a disaster can 
bring together the connectional 
system of the United Methodist 

Church and allow us to be actively 
involved in supporting the affected area. 
While we wait for assessments to be 
completed and plans to be established, 
there is still much you can do. 
PRAY. Spend time, individually and 
collectively, praying for the victims, 
leaders, and emergency responders 
in these communities. This can be a 
powerful tool in the immediate and 
long-term aftermath of a disaster. As 
you pray, petition God for direction and 
guidance on how you can be involved.
SUPPORT. The financial need after 
a disaster is great. Your generous 
giving makes this possible. To provide 

financial support, click: UMCOR US 
Disaster Response and Recovery 
Advance This will ensure 100 percent 
of the donation reaches the affected 
area, supports the work of UMCOR and 
its partners, and meets the needs of the 
community.
ACT. While we wait, you can assemble 
UMCOR cleaning kits, hygiene kits, and 
school kits. Information about those 
kits and how to assemble them can be 
found on the UMCOR website or the 
Mission Central website.  

UMCOR umcmission.org/
united-states-disaster-response/
MISSION CENTRAL missioncentral.
org/kits-projects-and-patterns/

Kentucky Tornado Support

PHOTO BY MIKE DUBOSE, UM NEWS.

http://www.facebook.com/susumc
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/MissionLink--Mission-Central-Celebrates-20-Years-in-2022-.html?soid=1102418430942&aid=MSDl8FnB_dk
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/MissionLink--Mission-Central-Celebrates-20-Years-in-2022-.html?soid=1102418430942&aid=MSDl8FnB_dk
https://www.facebook.com/mission.central
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0019_l7KhBeOJehf4s3D4NbPTRWPS6CO5SNeknnk-LK34jj1pyAxS02sGZUqNf8wP10jCzYLG_7JaxvroFM1QD9V3bxH5XBtNmW
http://www.missioncentral.org
https://umcmission.org/united-states-disaster-response/ 
https://umcmission.org/united-states-disaster-response/ 
https://missioncentral.org/kits-projects-and-patterns/
https://missioncentral.org/kits-projects-and-patterns/


14 

Drive-Through Christmas Light Show at Mount Asbury
By Sandii Peiffer

For twelve nights between Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
over 1300 visitors enjoyed the 2nd Annual Christmas Light 
Show, a drive-through experience at Mount Asbury Retreat 
Center in Newville, Pa.
Over the course of a few work weekends in the fall, camp 
staff and around 30 volunteers helped set up five large 
displays depicting the Nativity story in addition to many 
smaller displays of Christmas joy along a drive-through 
path in the woods on the site. "There were too many lights 
to count!" said Patty Weidman, Center Director. 
A total of 90 volunteers helped during the event 
nights as more than 400 cars drove through the 
Christmas Light Show, with some of the guests 
stopping to enjoy refreshments of hot chocolate 
(127) and cookies (235).
The event relies heavily on volunteers and 
donations of Christmas lights or money for lights 
and other supplies to make the displays.
For more information contact Patty Weidman at 
pweidman@susumc.org.
mountasbury.org

http://mountasbury.org/
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Altoona District Churches Purchase Life-Changing 
Device for Teenager with Visual Impairment

By Rev. Rebecca Holland

At almost 91 years old, "Mama" Arlene Brown is 
a force of nature. At the age of 65, she followed 
God’s call to Africa where she began working 

with vulnerable children after the Rwandan genocide. In 
2004, she moved to Rwanda and made it her permanent 
home. Two years later, she began her work creating a 
home for vulnerable children in Muhanga District. In 2010, 
she established Urukundo Learning Center, a school for 
children of low and no income families in Cyeza Sector, 
Muhanga District. 
On November 5, 2021, we were honored to host 
Mama Arlene at Christ Community UMC in Altoona, 
Pennsylvania. She spoke with passion and eloquence 
about her ministry in Africa. She also shared stories with 
us about the young people in her school, many of whom 
had lost their parents during the tragic Rwandan genocide. 
At the time of this writing, the Urukundo school serves the 
needs of over 1,000 children. One of these young people 
is named Claudine. Claudine is currently sixteen years old 
and visually impaired. She was born with cataracts on both 
eyes as well as other health complications. (To read more 
about Claudine and her amazing story, I encourage you to 
check out Mama Arlene’s memoir, Hope Made Real).
 I was particularly touched by Claudine’s story because I 
was also born with cataracts. Just like Claudine, I am also 
visually impaired. Although I had never met this young 
woman, I felt an immediate connection to her. Congenital 
cataracts are very rare and I couldn’t stop thinking about 

her. I wanted to know more about her story. 
Claudine, A Young Woman With Big Dreams! 
Mama Arlene stayed the evening with Jeff and I in the 
parsonage. I was excited to host her and very interested 
to hear more of her stories. The next morning, she and 
I chatted while we had our coffee. Mama Arlene was 
surprised to discover that Claudine and I both have the 
same rare eye problem. We both believed that the Holy 
Spirit was working quietly in the background, drawing us 
together. How strange and wonderful that the two of us 
should meet like this and form this connection!
Mama Arlene confided in me that she wanted to help 
Claudine, but that she didn’t know how. Resources in 
Rwanda for people with disabilities are very limited and 
she had never even heard about many of the pieces of 
adaptive technology that I take for granted.
She asked me about my personal experience with 
disability and asked how I had managed to complete 
school. 
“During school,” I said, “The two most helpful pieces of 
technology that I used were something called a handheld 
CCTV (a portable video magnifier) and a monocular.” The 
monocular is like a small, automatically focusing spy glass 
that you can use to read the blackboard. You can also use 
it when you travel to read road signs.
I gave Mama Arlene my monocular and asked her to 
please give it to Claudine. She was very pleased with the 
gift and promised that she would make sure Claudine 
would get it. 
I then showed Mama Arlene a YouTube video to help 
explain what a handheld CCTV is and how it works. 
She agreed that this small device would be “just the 
thing Claudine needs to attend high school and read her 
textbooks.” 
“I was concerned,” said Mama Arlene. “At our school, we 
make sure that Caludine gets all the help she needs. Our 
teachers love her and support her. But when she goes 
to high school, the teachers might not give her the same 
support. With that device, she can enlarge anything she 
needs to read.” 
However, I was sad to say that I no longer had a handheld 
CCTV of my own that I could give to Claudine. Handheld 
CCTVs are incredibly expensive and many of them cost 
over a thousand dollars. After I finished graduate school, 
my handheld CCTV broke and I didn’t purchase a new one 
because I was finished with school. The device we wanted 
to purchase for Claudine had an extra-large screen and 
was $1,700. 
I was intimidated by the cost, but I remained hopeful. I 

Mama Arlene Brown (center), missionary in Rwanda, is pictured 
with Rev. Rebecca Holland (right) and her husband Jeff Holland 
(left) at Christ Community UMC in Altoona.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

https://hopemadereal.org/
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www.facebook.com/susumc

find us on

We’re using social media to engage and equip 
the local church in making disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world. 
Check us out on Facebook for the latest news, 

resources, classifieds, events, and more ... 

DR. MILTON LOYER, Conference Archivist

January – 100 years ago.  
January 13, 1922, the most disastrous mine cave-in of 
Scranton’s history occurred when three city blocks on 
Pittston Avenue collapsed and 20 acres of rocks fell into 
holes that swallowed buildings and claimed the lives of 
several miners working beneath the surface.
The disaster had been predicted months earlier by Rev. 
George Peck Eckman, pastor of the Elm Park Church, 
who had thrown himself into a campaign to address the 
fact that large sections of the city were menaced by the 
weakening pillars supporting the surface above the coal 
mines.  As reported in the January 19, 1922, Christian 
Advocate: “It was at a public meeting of organized protest 
that he made his last impassioned speech as a real tribune 
of the people, and his heart literally broke under the effort.  
Within a few minutes he was dead.”  George’s father John, 
also a member of the Wyoming Conference had served in 
the area as a pastor and district superintendent.

February – 50 years ago
The February 1972 edition of THE LINK included a 
full-column appeal on behalf of the Chauncy Varner 
Emergency Fund set up with the Dauphin Deposit Trust 
Company.  Past executive director of the Pennsylvania 
Council of Churches and current pastor of St. John’s UMC 
in State College, he was suffering from kidney failure 
and in need of a transplant to save his life.  Reportedly, 
“In order for Dr. Varner to be accepted by the hospital, 
there needs to be some assurance of a concerned group 
which would begin canvassing the churches and friends to 
secure the needed funds.”
Support followed, as did regular updates in each issue 
of THE LINK.  The following month, for example, pastors 
from several Sunbury-area denominations played a benefit 
basketball game in Northumberland against the Shamokin 
State Police.  Dr. Varner’s kidneys were removed in 
November, and he was placed on dialysis while remaining 
on the list of those awaiting a transplant.  Chauncy Varner 
died in March 1974 at the age of 50.

Remembering Our Heritage

Oberammergau & 
Alpine Odyssey Tour
September 2022 
Join Bishop Moore-Koikoi for 9 days in 
Germany and Austria and rest well in your 
quaint and intimate inn located in the scenic 
Stubai Valley. You’ll explore Innsbruck, 
local churches and castles, Salzburg, have 
the opportunity to see the Oberammergau 
Passion Play, and spend some free time 
wandering through the quaint villages and 
beautiful landscapes. Prices start at $4,846* 
from Washington D.C., $4,946* from 
Cleveland, Ohio, or $4,896* from Pittsburgh, 
Pa. departing on September 19, 2022. 
*Find out more at tinyurl.com/jb8wz5ju

https://www.susumc.org/bishops-partners-in-mission/
http://www.facebook.com/susumc
http://facebook.com/susumc
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Lenten Studies - Plan Now!
It’s time to start planning for a Lenten study! Choose from the following resources. Quantities are limited, so reserve your first 
choice early. 

The Case for Easter: Evidence for the 
Resurrection of Jesus: In this video Bible 
study by Lee Strobel, the author reveals what he 
discovered as he went piece-by-piece through 
the evidence of the empty tomb. (4 sessions. 
Includes DVD and study guide.)
The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the 

Christian Life: How do we walk with Christ—daily 
follow Him, grow in Him, and faithfully serve Him? 
Join Adam Hamilton to discover five essential 
spiritual practices rooted in Jesus’ own walk 
with God. (6 sessions. Includes DVD, leader 
guide, and book. Children and youth books also 

available.)
Revolutionary Kingdom: Following the 
Rebel Jesus: This study by Mike Slaughter will 
challenge all Jesus-followers to step out of our 
places of comfort as we step up, proactively 
and courageously, to address the economic 
inequalities and unjust policies afflicting the least, 
lost, and under-served. (6 sessions. Includes 

DVD, leader guide, and book.)
Why Easter Matters: Andy Stanley looks at the 
lives of several key people in the familiar story 
of Jesus’ crucifixion. The circumstances they 
faced are different than ours, but their actions 
and mistakes are not different at all. (4 sessions. 
Includes DVD and study guide.) 

Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple: 
Adam Hamilton studies the life of Simon Peter, an 
ordinary fisherman who heard an extraordinary 
call. Filmed on location in Israel and Italy, the 
DVD shows key sites in Simon Peter’s life. (6 
sessions. Includes DVD, leader guide, and book. 
Children and youth books also available.)

What Makes a Hero? The Death-Defying 
Ministry of Jesus – Looking at pop culture 
heroes through the lens of faith, author Matt 
Rawle shows how Jesus turned the concept of 
hero on its head. (6 sessions. Includes DVD, 
leader guide, and book. Children and youth 
books also available.)

Restored: Finding Redemption in Our Mess: – Author 
Tom Berlin encourages us to reflect and meditate on our own 
brokenness, showing us that it is only when we focus on the 

cross as a place to surrender control that we can leave our 
mess and find true redemption. (6 sessions. Includes DVD, 
leader guide, and book. Youth book also available.)

Final Words from the Cross: Adam Hamilton 
examines Christ’s dying hours and His final words 
as seen and heard through the eyes and ears 
of those who stood near the cross. (6 sessions. 
Includes DVD, leader guide, and book.)
24 Hours that Changed the World: Travel to 

the Holy Land with Adam Hamilton, to visit the sites 
where the earth-shaking events of the last 24 hours of Jesus’ 
life took place. (7 sessions. Includes DVD, leader guide, book, 
and 40 Days of Reflection booklet.)

The God We Can Know: Exploring the “I Am” 
Sayings of Jesus: Author Rob Fuquay explores 
the “I am” statements for Jesus found in the 
gospel of John, to help us answer the most 
essential question in the Christian faith: “Who do 
you say I am?” (7 sessions. Includes DVD and 
book.)

Creed: What Christians Believe and Why: 
Adam Hamilton believes that for Christians 
and others seeking faith, powerful answers are 
contained in the Apostle’s Creed. We learn not 
only what Christians believe, but why it matters. 
(6 sessions. Includes DVD, leader guide, and 
book.)

The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus: Author Adam 
Hamilton follows in the footsteps of Jesus from His baptism 
to the temptations to the heart of His ministry. (6 sessions. 
Includes DVD, leader guide, and book.)
Complete descriptions of these and all our other resources can 
be found in the on-line catalog on our website: www.discovery-
place.org. You may place an order directly through our on-line 
catalog, e-mail discovery@susumc.org, or call 717-766-7968. 
We look forward to hearing from you!
Serving Christ with you, Joni Robison

Find free spiritual growth resources for your church at www.discovery-place.org

JONI ROBISON

Susquehanna Conference
303 Mulberry Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

717-766-7968
e-mail  discovery@susumc.org
web  www.discovery-place.org

http://www.discovery-place.org
mailto:discovery%40susumc.org?subject=
http://www.discovery-place.org
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The January 
Project
January 18, 2022, 8 PM 
Join us for an opportunity to 
celebrate and explore the differences 
we have. Our panel will offer insights 
and discuss the same scripture 
passage from the perspectives of 
their various languages and cultures. 
Join us online on January 18 at  
8 PM EST for a one-hour informal 
Bible study conversation featuring 
insights from pastors fluent in 
Korean, Spanish, and American Sign 
Language.
Find out more and register HERE.

Youth Workers 
Retreat
February 25-27, 2022 
Wesley Forest Camp
Just like a youth retreat...but 
without the youth!
For persons in charge of local youth 
ministries: We hope you will join us 
for a time of rest and vision. This isn't 
another conference; it's a retreat! 
You can look forward to activities 
that renew your mind, body, and 
spirit. We will alos have an inspiring 
message on Friday from Kenda 
Creasy Dean!
SAVE THE DATE & REGISTER 
NOW! $25 per person.
Childcare Available!!!
Register HERE.

Wesley Forest 
and Deep Green 
Journey 
For 2022, we are offering a series of 
retreats based on Hope - specifically 
based on the passage from Romans 
5:3-5 with the title Hope Does not 
Disappoint. We are utilizing Penns 
Creek Lodge for Thursday - Saturday 
retreats. We are hoping this appeals 
to both laity and clergy schedules.

January 20-22, 2022  
"Unknown Territory"
Most significant stories from scripture 
involve something new emerging out 
of seemingly nothing.  From creation 
to the empty tomb, from Jonah in the 
fish to Paul in Damascus, it is almost 
always a tale of total surrender that 
leads to healing and resurrection. 
Come explore what it means to live 
fully into the unknown, negative 
spaces in our lives as a necessary 
space to discover a deeper sense of 
God’s presence. 
April 28-30, 2022 
"Becoming Real"
The Greek for the word 'character' 
is genuine’ or ‘verified as not 
counterfeit’.  Often it is difficult to live 
into our authentic selves, or to even 
know who we really are at our core. 
And yet, this is an essential step in 
humble relationships built on knowing 
ourselves in God and finding peace 
and even courage in that person we 
are becoming.
October 27-29, 2022 
"Love Poured Out"
What ultimately leads us to hope is 
not having all the answers but our 
ability to live in the present moment, 
open to God’s Spirit moving in and 
through us.  Our hope comes from 
trusting our own life-giving response 
to the world through God’s living, 
breathing and loving through us.
Find out more about these retreats 
and register at deepgreenjourney.
com.

Human Relations Day
January 16, 2022
UM Special Sunday 

HUMAN RELATIONS DAY

UMCOR Sunday
March 14, 2022

UM Special Sunday 
UMCOR SUNDAY

Deep Green Journey
January 20-22, 2022

Information at right 
deepgreenjourney.com.

The January Project
January 18, 2022
Information at right 

REGISTER

Liturgical Worship 
Planning

January 29, 2022
Information below

REGISTER

Youth Worker's Retreat
February 25-27, 2022

Information at right
REGISTER

Worship Planning by the Liturgical Season 
January 29, 2022
Led by Rev. Dr. G. Edwin Zeiders. 
Designed for pastors - especially those who don't have worship teams.  
First in-person session (of three): "Planning for Lent/Eastertide." 
Millerstown UMC, 23 N. High St., Millerstown, PA. 
See flyer for details. Deadline to register, Friday, January 14.

https://form.jotform.com/213204957260149
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=650866
http://deepgreenjourney.com
http://deepgreenjourney.com
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/human-relations-day-pastor-and-leader-kit
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays/umcor-sunday-pastor-and-leader-kit
http://deepgreenjourney.com
https://form.jotform.com/213204957260149
https://centerformation.org/event/worship-planning-by-the-liturgical-seasons/
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=650866
https://mcusercontent.com/46f000aa27de6426a3e2286a3/files/440904d6-6cdf-3695-f051-acfa98106ee4/worship_planning_2022.pdf
https://centerformation.org/event/worship-planning-by-the-liturgical-seasons/
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told Mama Arlene, “Maybe if we take up a special offering 
and ask the other United Methodist Churches, people will 
donate to help us buy a handheld CCTV for Claudine.” I 
reasoned that even if we couldn’t raise the full amount, we 
might at least raise enough money for a slightly cheaper 
model. 
Mama Arlene agreed that it was worth a try and 
encouraged me to keep in touch with her. As soon as she 
left to present at the next church, I sat down and began to 
write. 
A Race Against The Clock
Writing is something I love to do, so I sat down and quickly 
crafted a letter of appeal. I wrote to my colleagues and 
fellow UMC clergy. I emailed everyone on the Disability 
Ministry Task Force mailing lists. I posted to Facebook, 
sent an announcement to the QUIK LINK, and requested 
that information about the special offering be included in 
the Altoona District Newsletter.  
Our goal was to raise $1700 by mid-November. This 
would allow enough time to order the device and have it 
shipped to Mama Arlene’s daughter in Pittsburgh. Mama 
Arlene could then take it with her when she flew out of 
Pittsburgh in early December. Although this was a daunting 
challenge, I believe that the Holy Spirit was with us.
Everyone was incredibly supportive. I was astounded 
at the amazing generosity that came pouring in. Many 
people donated on-line, other local churches took special 
offerings, and some generous souls even stopped by the 
church office to drop their donations off in person.
By the grace of God, we reached our goal in just two 
weeks! Thank you so much to everyone who donated! 

Thank you to the finance team at Christ Community, UMC 
for managing this special offering and for keeping track 
of everything! Thank you to everyone for supporting our 
efforts through your prayers and by helping us to spread 
the word. Please continue to pray for Claudine and the 
children of Rwanda. 
A Happy Ending—And A New Beginning! 
Claudine’s story touched me personally because we both 
have the same rare eye problem. Because of modern 
technology, I was able to attend school and graduate with 
a master’s degree. Mama and I both hope for the same 
educational opportunities for Claudine.
Thanks to the generous outpouring of love from believers 
here in Pennsylvania, a young woman in Africa can follow 
her dreams. One day, she hopes to become a doctor. 
Wherever the road of life takes her, I know that this is only 
the beginning. I am honored that we were able to help her 
begin this journey of learning. 
We can do incredible things when we work together and 
when we trust in God. Lately, the UMC has gotten a lot 
of negative press because of some serious issues—but 
I would like to lift up this positive ministry. God is still at 
work among us. The Holy Spirit is doing a new thing. We 
are better together. Together, we made a difference. Thank 
you, my fellow people of faith. 

About the Author: Rev. Rebecca L. Holland, M.Div. OSL is 
the author of "The United Methodist Church and Disability" 
and the chair of the DisAbility Ministries Task Force of the 
Susquehanna Conference. She serves Christ Community 
& Llyswen UMCs in Altoona, Pa. Her most recent book, 
"Hope for the Broken: Using Writing to Find God’s Grace" 
is now available from Touch Point Press.
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Lycoming and Penn Colleges 
First UMC Williamsport 
Ben Conrad • bconrad@firstchurch.cc

Penn State Wesley Foundation 
Sarah Voigt • svoigt.wesley@gmail.com

Bloomsburg U Protestant Campus Ministry 
Kelly Kocher Ross • kkocher-ross@susumc.org

Penn College United Campus Ministry 
Shelley Litz • sll8@pct.edu (note: two l.c. letter "L"s)

Shippensburg U United Campus Ministry 
Jan Bye • jmbye@ship.edu

Mansfield U United Campus Ministry 
Mara Wilcox • mwilcox@mansfield.edu

Dickinson College Religious Life Center 
Cody Nielsen • nielsenc@dickenson.edu

Lock Haven U Campus Ministry 
Michelle Lukehart • office@Unitedlutheran-lockhaven.org

Susquehanna Conference 
Campus Ministry Partners
PLEASE LET CAMPUS MINISTRY LEADERS 
KNOW IF ANY OF YOUR STUDENTS ARE 

ATTENDING THESE SCHOOLS

WE WANT TO REACH OUT TO THEM AND  
BE A CARING COMMUNITY FOR THEM

THANK YOU!

https://disabilityumc.org/
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Through your generous gift today, you share  
the goodness of life with those who hurt.
UMCOR SPECIALIZES IN SOLUTIONS THAT HELP PEOPLE BECOME SELF-RELIANT.

UMCOR 
SUNDAY

Please make check payable to your local church or give online at UMC.org/SSGive.

“I will improve the circumstances of 
my people Israel; they will rebuild  
the ruined cities and inhabit them. 
They will plant vineyards and drink 

their wine; and they will make
 gardens and eat their fruit.”

Amos 9:14, CEB

MARCH 14, 2022
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Mrs. Florence L. Harmic of Liberty 
Pa., spouse of Pastor Thomas L. 
Harmic, died Thursday, December 
9, 2021 at Broad Acres Health and 
Rehabilitation Center in Wellsboro Pa.  
Obituary.

Mrs. Eleanor J. Herring of Carlisle 
Pa., spouse of Rev. Dr. Paul L. Herring, 
died Saturday, January 1, 2022 at 
Cumberland Crossings Retirement 
Community in Carlisle. Obituary.

Mrs. Alta Mae Hessert of Springville 
Pa., widow of Rev. Paul B Hessert, 
died Saturday, November 20, 2021. 
Obituary. 

Mr. Jack D. Middleton of Pompano 
Beach Fla., spouse of Retired Bishop 
Jane Allen Middleton, died Wednesday, 
December 22, 2021. Bishop Middleton 
served as Bishop of the former Central 
Pennsylvania Conference of the United 
Methodist Church (2004-2010) and of 
the Susquehanna Conference of the 
United Methodist Church (2010-2012). 
Obituary.

Rev. Bette J. Poe of Kingston Pa., 
Retired Elder, died Friday, December 
17, 2021. She served as the District 
Superintendent of the former Scranton 
District of the former Wyoming 
Conference from 2003-2010. Obituary.

Rev. Larry E. Siikanen of Williamsport, 
Pa., Elder serving at the Tiadaghton 
United Methodist Charge of Phelps 
Chapel and First UMC Jersey Shore, 
died Sunday, January 2, 2022. Among 
his survivors is his wife, Sharon 
Siikanen. Obituary.

Rev. Jeffrey S. Swanger of 
Mechanicsburg Pa., Retired Elder, 
died Thursday, December 23, 2021. 
Among his survivors is his wife, Nancy 
J. Swanger. Obituary.

Mrs. Alice Faye Workman of 
Calabash N.C., widow of Pastor 
Malcolm Workman, died Tuesday 
November 30, 2021. Obituary.

ERRATUM
Please send corrections to  

link@susumc.org

SUBSCRIBE!
Susquehanna LINK can be 
delivered directly to your 
email inbox. Simply send 

your email address to  
link@susumc.org with  

“LINK Subscription” in the 
subject line.
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Harrisburg District
Superintendent: Rev� Barry Robison
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Scranton Wilkes-Barre District
Superintendent: Rev� Judy Walker
 jwalker@susumc�org
AA: Krissie McDermott
 scrantonwilkesbarre@susumc�org
Phone: 570-901-1569
Office:	 40	Knob	Hill	Rd.
 Trucksville, PA 18708
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