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Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders
Become a Camp Retreat Ministry Donor Partner

Connect with the Susquehanna Conference at www.susumc.org

REV. KEVIN WITT
Director of Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders

KIM SHOCKLEY
Coordinator for Pathways of Spiritual Leadership

Give to the Fall Camp 
Comeback Appeal 

We celebrate the return of 
summer camp this year!! What 

a summer it has been! The children, 
youth and families came so ready 
and energized to connect with Christ, 
Community and Creation. Parents, 
church leaders and campers continue 
to express how much this particular 
summer meant and the profound 
positive impact it had. We want to 
say a special thanks to all of you who 
partnered as donors, volunteers, and 
staff who met every challenge with 
grace, love, and the wide embrace of 
God.
People may assume that since 
summer camp is underway again 
that the need for donations has 
lessened. The reality is, however, that 
participant numbers only reached less 
than half of what a typical summer 
would be due to continued Covid 
concerns, restrictions, and protocols 
that are a part of life right now. 
Operational and staffing expenses 
resumed, but with greatly reduced 
revenue. This year presents another 
pivotal opportunity to make a true 
difference exactly when it is needed, 
as an individual, family, congregation, 
or group. 
Let’s join together as people who 
understand the importance of Christ 
centered camps and retreats. Camp 
and Retreat Ministry invites us to 
step up and bridge the gap through 
the practice of generosity. It is so 
gratifying to see our camp and 
retreat centers coming alive again 

with people in community growing in 
faith and finding joy in these special 
places we all share. Let’s keep the 
momentum going through our gifts. 
Close to $20,000 has already come 
in to encourage other donors. Let’s 
complete the journey to the $100,000 
goal together by the end of the year. 
Give now and know how deeply it is 
appreciated!!
Give On-line: www.susumcamps.org 

and click on the donate button in the 
upper right corner. 
Donate By Check: Make payable 
to “The Susquehanna Conference 
UMC” and on the description line 
indicate 2021 Camp Comeback 
Campaign. Send to: SUS Camp and 
Retreat Ministry, 303 Mulberry Drive, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
Thank You Everyone! We cherish 
being in ministry together with you!

http://www.susumc.org
https://susumcamps.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=179
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News from Bishop Jeremiah J. Park
COVID Delta Variant Update
August 12, 2021

Many of us experienced some 
relief when the number of 

COVID cases in our region declined 
and the CDC announced that 
vaccinated people did not need to 
wear masks in public anymore. Many 
of our churches were able to start 
offering in-person worship (while still 
practicing safety recommendations).
Now, unfortunately, the number of 
COVID cases in many parts our 
conference are on the rise again. The 
Delta variant accounts for the vast 
majority of these new cases.
This variant is much more 
contagious and those who are not 
vaccinated are at the greatest risk. 
The unvaccinated—particularly 
children, for whom there is not yet an 
approved vaccine—are most likely 
to get seriously ill from this variant. A 
small minority of the vaccinated can 
experience breakthrough cases, but 
those are rarely serious.
I know that we all want to continue 
to worship together in our buildings. 
None of us wants to have to suspend 
in-person worship and religious 
gatherings for another season.
Reflecting on the recent trends in 
COVID transmission, I am convinced 
it is our responsibility as loving 
Christians to take the following 
precautions against spreading 
this new variant, especially to 
our children and others who are 
most vulnerable. If we faithfully 
observe these practices, we are 
more likely to be able to continue 
in-person worship and other 
activities. Health practitioners and 
others in our conference met to 
review the research and they offer 
the following recommendations. I 
wholeheartedly endorse these and 
strongly recommend them to our 
congregations and their safety/
protocol teams.

Our worshipers, including the 
vaccinated, are strongly encouraged 
to wear masks at all of our worship 
services, meetings, and gatherings.
In our times together, please continue 
to practice social distancing.
Pastors and congregational leaders: 
please urge people to get vaccinated. 
This is not a political statement, but 
rather a plea to avoid putting others 
at risk of sickness and even death. 
(Of course, the encouragement to get 
vaccinated does not apply to those 
who are too young or whose doctors 
advise against it.) As people of faith 
and leaders in our communities, 
we can share the most up-to-date, 
medically determined evidence and 
clarify misinformation.
Those who are vulnerable: please, for 
your health and safety, do not attend 
in-person worship at this time.
I further encourage you to reconvene 
your safety/protocol team to review 
the current CDC guidelines and make 
recommendations to your leadership 
and congregation.
As people who are made whole by 
Christ, we observe these practices 
not only for our own wellbeing but 
especially for the health and safety 
of others. We know that Jesus 
taught us that the most important 
commandments are to love God 
and love others. We show our love 
and care for others by faithfully 
observing these protocols. In all of 
your considerations and practices, I 
implore you to put others first.
If you or your congregation has 
questions or would like to have a 
conversation with our advisory team, 
contact our conference disaster 
response coordinator, Doug Hoy 
(drc@susumc.org). Our excellent and 
very knowledgeable medical advisory 
group stands ready to assist you and 
your congregation. Please feel free to 
reach out to them. Together we can 
help put this pandemic behind us.

Gary Shockley Retiring
July 12, 2021

It is with a sense of sadness that 
I am announcing that Rev. Gary 

Shockley, Director of Equipping Vital 
Congregations, has requested to 
retire, effective December 31, 2021.
Gary came back home to the 
Susquehanna Conference to serve 
as the Director of Equipping Vital 
Congregations on July 1, 2019. 
Having been first ordained in 
the former Central Pennsylvania 
Conference, Gary returned 
with a wealth of knowledge and 
experience as a pastor, church 
planter, conference staff person and 
Associate General Secretary of Path1 
at Discipleship Ministries.
As a member of the Cabinet, Gary 
has worked so well with each District 
Superintendent. In addition to working 
with the District Superintendents 
and the Full Cabinet, Gary has done 
consulting as well as coaching with 
many of our churches. He has also 
helped many of our congregations 
fully integrate the Simplified 
Accountable Structure into the 
administrative part of their total 
ministry.
As the Director of Equipping Vital 
Congregations, he has led the team 
in creating long-term processes for 
things such as grant applications 
and effective ways of developing and 
evaluating congregational vitality and 
congregational planting opportunities. 
These are just two of the things that 
have laid the foundation for a strong 
future of our church. Gary has also 
developed leadership connections 
with Fresh Expressions US as he 
supported and helped local churches 
launch Fresh Expressions of doing 
and being the church to create 
new places for new people. Gary’s 
ministry is also abundantly flowing in 
and through his exceptional gifts in 
creating arts and publishing books.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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By Bishop Peggy Johnson, Philadelphia Episcopal Area

2021 Susquehanna Annual 
Conference, June 18, 2021
tinyurl.com/s2zfp484
Scripture: I Corinthians 13:4-7
Love is patient and kind; love 
does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant or rude. It does not insist 
on its own way, it is not irritable 
or resentful; it does not rejoice 
at wrongdoing, but rejoices in 
the right. Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. Love 
never ends.
Prayer: Your Word is a lamp to our 
feet and a light to our path. May you 
light a fire in our hearts this day that 
we will go from this place and do your 
Word in Spirit and truth. Now in spite 
of me or through me, speak your 
word to your people. Amen.

The Broadway Musical “Rent” 
officially closed production 
in 2008 making it one of 

the longest running musicals on 
Broadway. It included a show-stopper 
song that asks “Five hundred twenty 
five thousand six hundred minutes. 
Five hundred twenty five thousand 
moments so dear. Five hundred 
twenty five thousand six hundred 
minutes. How do you measure? 
Measure a year? In daylights, in 
sunsets, in midnights, in cups of 
coffee, in inches, in miles, in laughter, 
in strife. Five hundred twenty five 
thousand six hundred minutes. How 
do you measure a year in the life?” 

Then the chorus resounds with: “How 
about love? How about love? How 
about love?” 

I would take some liberty with these 
lyrics and say, “Five hundred twenty 
five thousand sessions of conference. 
How do you measure your annual 
conference? In resolutions, in debate, 
in budgets, in nominations? How 
about love?
How about love? Your theme this 
year for annual conference is A Vision 
of the Beloved Community. It is all 
about love and the love we have for 
one another. It the most important 

measure of the success of an annual 
conference or a church or your very 
life. Without it, you are a clanging 
cymbal or a noisy gong.
How about love? In these most 
strife-filled times we are living, it still 
remains the more excellent way, the 
thing that never fails and is the very 
heart of God.
As you begin this session of annual 
conference: how about love? 
No better words can be found than 
I Corinthians 13. Too often read at 
weddings and little else, it has the 
practical kernels of love embedded in 
verses 4-7. May they be your guide 
for annual conference 2021.
Qualities of love 
So what are the qualities of love that 
we should measure?
Love is patient and kind
They say that a broke clock is right 
two times every day and that is a 
loving attitude. If you know someone 
who bothers you and works your last 
nerve? Think about the good things in 
them, even if it is only two things and 
get to know them.
There was a person in my life who I 
had experienced great conflict. Know 
anyone like that? I showed up at a 
peace walk last summer and there 
was this person: my star detractor. I 
stiffened up, hoping things could at 
least be civil, remembering the sting 
of the past. We ended up walking 
from the school parking lot to the 
church and really talked. I found out 
more about his life and background 
and slowly began to understand 

his perspectives and hurts. I was 
suddenly humbled to think all this time 
I had judged him wrongly. I had been 
impatient with this person but he was 
indeed a precious child of God.
Jesus saw the heart of people: The 
woman at the well, Nicodemus at 
night, Peter by the charcoal fire after 
the resurrection. He patiently listened, 
engaged and looked at them with the 
eyes of God’s love and kindness.
Sometimes we are so busy or so sure 
we know what a person is like ahead 
of time that we don’t really see them, 
hear their hearts and understand their 
backgrounds. Pope Francis recently 
wrote, “This haste, this everything-
right-now, does not come from God. 
If we get worked up about the right-
now, we forget what remains forever, 
and we follow the passing clouds 
and lose sight of the sky.” Love has 
patience and sees the sky.
I believe we would have less racial 
tension in this country if people would 
practice patience and kindness and 
really see each other as God sees 
them, learn their life’s story and take 
time to engage.
When I was in parish ministry there 
was a lady who lived in the house 
next door to the church who was 
always complaining. There were 
many concerns: the tree in the church 
yard, the trash cans, cars parked near 
the driveway, etc. She sent letters of 
complaint, and with each letter, we 
tried to fix things. But nothing made 
her happy. We even tried to shovel 
her sidewalk after a snowstorm. She 
shouted out the window “don’t touch 
my snow!”

How About Love?

Bishop Peggy Johnson

http://tinyurl.com/s2zfp484 
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At Christmas one year my assistant 
pastor Nancy said she would give 
homemade sugar cookies to all the 
neighbors and invite them to church 
on Christmas Eve. I warned her not 
to go to this house next door. “She 
will toss you and your cookies off the 
front porch,” I said. Nancy ignored my 
faithless counsel and marched right 
up the steps of the house next door. 
The door opened, Nancy went in. She 
stayed there a long time. We thought 
we would have to call the police and 
report a hostage incident. 
Finally, the front door opened and 
Nancy came back to church smiling. 
She explained that this elderly lady 
was lonely and not well and she was 
happy to have these cookies and the 
visit and that she would be at church 
on Christmas Eve. We never heard 
another complaint. Love is kind. I 
know you can’t win over everyone 
with a can of cookies, but you can try.
Where can we show patience and 
kindness? How about love?
Love does not insist on its own 
way. 
Who doesn’t want to win? Who 
doesn’t think they are right? Who isn’t 
tempted to quit when we don’t get our 
way? All of us! But love doesn’t think 
about winners and losers. Love is 
willing to find a win-win solution and 
even allow the other to win.
My grandfather loved poetry and he 
quoted many a vintage poem in my 
presence. One of his favorites was by 
a poet named Edwin Markham who 
describes this kind of love: “He drew 
a circle that shut me out! Heretic, 
rebel, a thing to flout. But love and I 
had the wit to win. We drew a circle 
that took him in.”
This means loving so much that 
you are willing to work with the very 
people that hurt you and exclude you. 
That is the kind of love that God has 
for God’s children, “while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.”
It’s not selling out your cause or 
giving in. It’s more like Martin Luther 
King’s Jr’s strategy of non-violent 
resistance that is motivated by love. It 
is about hanging in there to overcome 
evil with good. 
Bishop Michael Curry in his amazing 

book “Love is the Way: Holding on to 
Hope in Troubling Times” notes that 
there will always be difficulties with 
people, but it is all about rising higher 
than those bonds so that you have 
the vantage and strength to break 
them. It is about looking for dawn in 
the midnight hour and believing in the 
power of love.”
One of our retired women bishops 
shared with me about the power of 
persistent love in her life. She finished 
seminary and was newly ordained 
and all ready to serve a church, but 
the bishop refused to appoint her. 
“No one wants a woman,” he said. It 
is hard to believe and very sad. But, 
she kept working as a lay person 
in a local church doing exceptional 
ministry, getting the attention of a 
district superintendent, being her 
talented self. The following year there 
was a church that was going part 
time because they were likely going 
to close. The DS appointed her there. 
Within the year this church grew 
under her excellence and became a 
full time ministry! She did not insist on 
her own way, she won by the power 
of overcoming love. This still works 
today.
How can you win the day in an 
impossible impasse that you are 
facing? How about love? Finally….
Love rejoices in the right
The world is full of negativity and 
people talking against each other. 
Love looks at the bright side of 
things. Instead of talking death, love 
talks about life. Instead of giving up, 
love keeps going. Instead of being 
happy when someone gets what they 
deserve, love believes in restorative 
justice.
In the city of Philadelphia, 498 young 
black and brown men and women 
murdered in gun violence incidences 
in the year 2020. It is overwhelming 
and sad for so many families. It make 
you want to give up and stay away 
from Philadelphia. But love goes 
straight for the problems and makes a 
difference. 
There is a group known as “Every 
Murder is Real” in one of my 
churches and they have classes, 
therapy, and resources for families 
who have lost loved ones in gun 

violence. They are making things 
better for so many families. I was at 
one of their prayer meetings recently 
and they are full of positivity and 
praise and hope. They rejoice in 
every victory. Instead of wanting to 
give up I was drawn to the love in 
their hearts and am happy to join their 
efforts of waging peace.

Rejoicing in the right means taking 
notice of all the good even when 
things are looking bleak. Lifting up 
the positive where there is negative 
and doing what you can is love. 
Sometimes it causes snowball affect 
of goodness in this world.

A long time ago my husband and I 
served a student pastorate in Indiana 
and one of the little country churches 
was having a serious problem with 
the foundation. The church was 
sinking. It looked like they might have 
to close. If they state came in they 
would likely condemn the building. 

Then there was Mr. Watson. He went 
down in the basement and found one 
part of the building that was still worth 
saving. He started digging around 
and before you know it some other 
men got involved, and then some of 
neighbors and the cabinet company 
down the street and the next thing 
you know they had talked someone 
with a crane into lifting the church 
off of its foundation and put down 
some concrete and the church was 
saved. It just took one person to see 
the good in one remaining part of the 
foundation. The church was saved 
and I still get a Christmas card from 
one of the members to this day. 

Where can you rejoice in something 
good and not looking at the negative? 
It is all about where your focus. A 
loving heart is always rejoicing in the 
right. How about love?

May you have a blessed annual 
conference session Susquehanna! 
My sister conference. The United 
Methodist Church is a facing some 
incredible moments in the next few 
years. How will you move forward into 
these uncharted waters? How about 
love? “Faith, hope and love abide 
forever, but the greatest is love.” 
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By Rev. Barry Robison, Harrisburg District Superintendant

COVID Memorial Service
2021 Susquehanna Annual 
Conference, June 18, 2021
tinyurl.com/3mzch329

Well, where to start? I don’t 
know about my colleagues, 
but I always find it a 

challenge to know how to begin 
a message for a service of death 
and resurrection or a celebration 
of life observance. Often, I struggle 
with what the best way would be to 
acknowledge the loss and pain that 
death brought to family and friends, 
but also to proclaim the hope and 
healing that Christ’s resurrection 
brings. 
Perhaps I make it harder on myself 
than it needs to be because I’ve 
always made it a practice to craft 
the service, and especially the 
message, in as personal a way as 
possible. I believe it is important for 
family and friends to hear something 
personal in the liturgy as well as the 
message. There’s a healing aspect 
to knowing that your loved one was 
known, personally, by others and by 
God. There’s real comfort in being 
reminded that your loved one, and 
their life, mattered to others, and to 
God.
It’s also important to hear words 
acknowledging the reality of death, 
and more so to hear the hopeful 
words acknowledging the reality 
of victory over death. A significant 
aspect of hearing such words fairly 
soon after a death is that they help 
strengthen and prepare us for when 
death will intrude into our lives again 
down the road. These services and 
messages help us to move on and 
begin to put our lives back together 
again, sooner rather than later. But 

where to begin a message for a 
service intended to acknowledge all 
the losses and pain we have suffered 
due to COVID? I mean, persons 
have lost their lives and families and 
friends have lost loved ones to the 
pandemic, some as much as sixteen 
months ago. 
Churches, too, have suffered losses. 
Congregations have been impacted, 
not just by deaths of congregants 
caused by COVID, but also by 
suffering the loss of ministries, of 
financial security, of momentum, and 
the loss of the sense of family as 
people choose to go elsewhere or 
not return to in person worship. Our 
churches, too, need to hear words 
acknowledging the reality of these 
kinds of death in their fellowships, 
and even more so, perhaps, to hear 
the hopeful words acknowledging the 
reality of victory over death. 
It was the third Sunday of January 
this year when I tuned in to an on-line 
service from one of our churches. 
The scripture lesson was about 
Jesus calling Andrew and Peter, 
John and James. That Sunday was 
right after perhaps the largest spike 
in COVID cases since the pandemic 
began. Maybe that’s why I heard two 
verses of that very familiar passage 
of scripture as I never heard them 
before: “A little farther up the shore, 
Jesus saw two other brothers, James 
and John, sitting in a boat with their 
father Zebedee, mending their nets. 
And he called them to come, too. 
They immediately followed him, 
leaving the boat and their father 
behind.” 

What jumped out at me that day was 
the phrase, “mending their nets.” 
Immediately my mind was drawn to 
the image of mending nets as an 
apt description of the work and effort 

required of us to put our lives back 
together as individuals, as churches, 
as our nation, and even as the world, 
as we come out of a devastating 
pandemic. 
Interestingly, three months later I 
attended, in person, a worship service 
at the same church because I wanted 
to hear the guest speaker who was 
to preach. Lo and behold, I heard 
the same scripture from the same 
pulpit in person as I did virtually. That 
confirmed for me that “mending nets” 
was the way to start the message for 
this service acknowledging all of the 
losses and pain we have experienced 
because of the pandemic.
The nets of our lives, individually and 
congregationally, have been torn and 
the task of mending them is before us. 
COVID has torn the nets of our lives 
in different ways. It has affected the 
physical, mental and spiritual health 
of some people in ongoing ways. It 
has affected others through loss of 
income or employment. It has caused 
folks to feel isolated through the loss 
of relationships, both personally and 
congregationally. COVID has torn the 
nets of the ways we live life, at home, 
in public, and at church.
For those who fish with nets, it is 
inevitable that the nets will tear. One 
can’t escape the fact that using nets 
to fish causes the nets to become 
worn and/or broken. The more or the 
harder they are used, the quicker 
and more severe the tearing will 
be. That reality, though, shouldn’t 
discourage folks who fish from using 
nets. Those who use them simply 
need to understand and be prepared 
to make repairs frequently. Likewise, 
we shouldn’t shy away from living life 
and being the church simply because 
the nets of our lives and ministries will 
eventually get torn.

Mending NetsMending Nets

https://tinyurl.com/3mzch329 
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And so, part of a fisher’s work 
is spent fishing, and part spent 
mending. Repairing broken nets is 
tedious and often time-consuming 
work. I can’t imagine very many 
people look forward to or enjoy 
mending nets. Sometimes it may 
seem to those who fish that more 
time is spent mending than actually 
fishing. Whether true or not, mending 
nets is doing what needs to be done 
behind the scenes so the nets can be 
used again to catch fish. 
All of us, as we live our lives, 
encounter times when the nets of 
our lives have been torn or broken. 
Relationships have ended, jobs have 
been lost, illness or accident have 
altered what we might be able to do, 
or not be able to do, physically. Death 
is certainly one of those times when 
the nets of life get torn, perhaps in 
wider or bigger ways than any other. 
Yes, the pandemic has torn the 
nets of our lives in many ways, but 
especially torn the nets of our hearts 
through the deaths of our loved ones. 
For those of you who have lost 
loved ones over the course of this 
pandemic, you have been faced with 
the daunting task of trying to mend 
the nets of your life in ways that are 
not traditional. Services of Life and 
Resurrection, memorial services 
and funerals could not be held at all, 
much less in our accustomed ways. 
Family, friends and loved ones could 
not visit before death came, or gather 
afterwards for comfort, in the familiar 
ways that are so helpful. Mending the 
nets of our lives following a death has 
been difficult in these days because 
we have been denied the opportunity 
to hear words acknowledging the 
reality of death, and more so to hear 
the hopeful words acknowledging the 
reality of victory over death.
But the good news is that our hearts 
can be mended. God is in the 
mending business, you know. God 
can, will and does help us mend all 
the nets of life, but especially our 
hearts. May you hear in verses 14 
and 15 of Psalm 90 the affect the 
mending work of God can have for 
you: “O Lord, satisfy us each morning 
with your unfailing love, so we may 
sing for joy to the end of our lives. 
Give us gladness in proportion to our 

former misery! Replace evil years 
with good.” Sounds like those words 
were written for today, doesn’t it?
One universal effect I’ve heard the 
pandemic has had on people, on 
pastors, and on parishioners alike is 
weariness and the sense of feeling 
burdened. Folks are just plain tired 
… tired of coping with and fighting 
over restrictions, tired of trying to 
hold life and ministry together now, 
while looking for creative ways to 
adapt ministries to a world that has 
changed, and tired of trying to mend 
the nets of our lives. 
As we’re finding out, it takes time 
and effort to mend. Usually, it is slow 
and meticulous work that requires 
patience and steadfastness. The 
same will be true of mending the 
tears and brokenness in our human 
families, especially since some our 
grief work has been delayed. And 
it will also be true for our church 
families. So may we hear anew and 
take hope from Jesus’ invitation as 
recorded in Matthew 11:28: “Come 
to me, all you that are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest.” 

Applying the image of mending 
nets to our churches would mean 
that much work needs to be done 
behind the scenes to care for what 
has become torn or broken in our 
churches by this pandemic, so that 
the church can be best able to cast 
nets again to bring people to Christ, 
and hopefully into the church, as well. 
Hear that again: much work needs to 
be done behind the scenes to care 
for what has become torn or broken 
in our churches by this pandemic, 
so that the church can be best able 
to cast nets again to bring people to 
Christ, and hopefully into the church, 
as well. 
Mending what is torn or broken is 
not glamorous work, whether on 
a lakeshore or in a zoom meeting 
room. It is not the work that usually 
gets recognized, acclaimed or 
even thanked. It can be hard and 
frustrating. But just as God is at work 
to mend the nets of our human hearts 
and lives, God will be present to help 
congregations mend the nets of their 
lives and ministries, no matter how 

great the tear or how big the holes. 
The word “mending” implies an 
intention to keep using. One doesn’t 
mend something unless one intends 
to keep and use the item, as opposed 
to throwing it away and getting 
something new or different. But 
hear this: The thing mended, fixed 
or repaired, might not be able to do 
everything it used to do or in the way 
it was used to do it. Nevertheless, it 
still might have value and could still 
be useful.
An example: I inherited an electric 
trimmer for shrubbery. That means 
I have to use an extension cord to 
operate the thing. To reach all of the 
bushes at one parsonage, I needed 
a hundred-foot extension cord. One 
time as I was trimming, I went to flip 
the cord over the top of bush while 
still operating the trimmer. The cord 
caught on the bush and I “trimmed” 
off the last 12-18 inches of the cord. 
Now, being cheap—I mean being 
frugal and a wise steward— instead 
of throwing 98-½ or 99 feet of 
extension cord away and buying a 
new one, I asked a friend to “mend” 
the extension cord by splicing the 
plug back on to the remaining cord. 
I could then use the perfectly good 
cord, just not being able to reach 
quite as far.
Our churches and church families will 
not be the same; ministries, events, 
worship services will be different 
in part because some members of 
the family have chosen not to be 
there. Ministries, events and worship 
services will be different because 
many have discovered, and are 
now using, new and different ways 
to conduct those ministries, and by 
them are reaching new and different 
people. Because churches and 
church families will not be and are 
not the same even now, we can 
choose to look at the situation entirely 
negatively and try to go back to the 
old ways, like the disciples later 
wanted to do, or we can look at it as 
something new with all the potential 
and possibilities of new things. 
Remember, God consistently 
proclaims throughout Scripture 
that God is a God of the new. It 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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seems that we are poised today to 
experience Ezekiel’s vision of the 
Valley of Dry Bones. Already God 
has been at work through the people 
and pastors of our congregations to 
put nee flesh onto dry bones and to 
breathe new life into our churches 
and our ministries.
For instance, several of our churches 
opened their facilities to community 
children and their families as part of 
the Community Classroom Initiative. 
The goal of the Initiative is to provide 
a safe space where local elementary 
students could continue their on-line 
education when staying at home and/
or going to school weren’t options. 
What a wonderful, new way for God’s 
people to connect with local people 
like never before. 
As great as that is on its own, in at 
least one case God did even more. A 
family with elementary aged children 
utilized a church’s Community 
Classroom. The parents later came 
to the pastor and asked to have their 
children, and themselves, baptized 
and to perform their marriage. 
Beyond merely the ministry of the 
congregation, a net was mended for 
that family personally. What’s more, 
that connection between a church 
and neighbors the congregation 
never knew before is an example 
of how we can fulfill our mission to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world even in a 
pandemic. As the pastor observed, 
“...sometimes it takes stressful and 
overwhelming circumstances to 
provide the catalyst to change in 
positive and uplifting ways.” Said 
another way, “Sometimes nets need 
to be torn so they can be mended in 
new and perhaps stronger ways.” 
But you know, there do come times 
when the nets can no longer be 
mended sufficiently to be useful or 
effective to catch fish. In those times, 
the wiser and better course is to 
discard those nets and replace them 
with something new, and perhaps 
something different. Andrew and 
Peter, John and James were called 
by Jesus while they were mending 

the nets, not after they were finished. 
We may feel like all we can or should 
do at this time is mend our nets by 
trying to put our lives back together 
the way they were. But God may 
very well be taking the opportunities 
created by the pandemic to call us 
from mending only to some other 
purpose. Remember, in Ecclesiastes 
3 it says there is a time to tear and a 
time to sew, but also there is a time to 
keep and a time to throw away.
This passage from Matthew reveals 
to us that Christ may come along and 
call us away from what we are trying 
to mend, calling us to follow him in 
new directions and into new ways to 
fish or to live instead. Jesus did that 
here, at the beginning of his ministry, 
calling Andrew and Peter, John and 
James away from their fishing and 
their mending. 
Jesus also did it at the end of his 
earthly ministry. You may remember 
that after the crucifixion, the disciples 
wanted to go back to their old way 
of life. But Jesus came again and 
called them away from going back 
to what was, to moving ahead to 
what could be on the other side 
of the resurrection. The power of 
the resurrection made available 
through the coming of the Holy Spirit 
would make things possible that 
were impossible and inconceivable 
before the crucifixion tore apart the 
nets of their lives and their three-
year ministry with Christ. I believe 
the same can and will be true for 
believers and congregations that look 
for and respond to Christ’s coming to 
them today as the church rises again 
post-pandemic.
Covid forced change on us. The 
pandemic forced our churches to 
consider all kinds of ways, most new 
and different, to “mend” the ways 
they did worship, Bible study and 
Sunday School. Churches had to 
figure out how they could mend the 
ways they offered food and clothing 
to the needy, care for and “visit” those 
confined to their homes or residential 
facilities, reach out to their neighbors 
and communities, and use the 
buildings which were suddenly vacant 
and underutilized. 
A couple of weeks ago my wife was 

looking through a file drawer and 
came across a bunch of folders. She 
put them aside for me to look through, 
to see if there were things that we 
still wanted or needed to keep. In 
one folder, I found a message I wrote 
in 1999 to a congregation I was 
leaving for a new appointment. I had 
forgotten all about it, but it seems in 
God’s timing that God brought those 
words back to my attention again that 
I might share some of those words 
with you in closing today.
I wrote: There [was] a commercial by 
the Hershey’s Corporation that [said]: 
“Change Is Bad.” (The commercial 
referred to changing formulas or 
recipes of food products.) Don’t you 
believe it. Maybe for Hershey’s and 
Classic Coke change is bad, but for 
everything else change is essential. 
A wiser person than an advertising 
executive observed that “Living things 
that do not change, die.”

Think about it. Snakes shed their 
skin; if they didn’t, they would remain 
forever small or strangle in their 
too tightly fitting skin. Hermit crabs 
leave one shell to find a bigger one; 
if they didn’t, the pressure of growing 
against their cramped quarters 
would eventually kill them. We 
enjoy beautiful butterflies because 
caterpillars changed. Gorgeous 
flowers blossom because seeds first 
died.

Change is good! Human beings 
change all the time. No mother can 
give birth without her body going 
through tremendous changes. 
Although there are some days when 
we may long to return to the simpler 
times of childhood, most of the time 
we adults are glad that we endured 
the growing pains of childhood and 
the upheavals of adolescence. 
Without those changes, we would 
remain children.

The whole point of this [reflection] 
is to say that change in the church 
is good, too. No church wants to be 
known as a dead church. (Refer to 
Revelation 3:1-6 for Jesus’ rather 
strongly negative opinion of dead 
churches.) But to remain alive, 
churches must change. In order to 
grow, churches must change.

Like the hermit crab, the church 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Mending Nets...
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I served changed in the past by 
moving from a building too small to 
a larger one. How painful that must 
have been to those folks who were 
baptized, married and had family 
buried out of that first sanctuary. But 
the work of the church flourished 
with bigger space, and the 
congregation enjoyed the benefits 
of the change undertaken so many 
years ago.
Like mothers, the church I served 
had undergone tremendous 
changes to give birth to many new, 
different and exciting ministries. 
Sometimes, like caterpillars, 
ministries had to be suspended for 
a time only to emerge in wonderfully 
new ways. Sound like today, folks? 
Other times, long-forgotten seeds 
planted by church members finally 
grew and sprouted into effective 
ministries in God’s time. Most of 
us have no idea of the struggles 
involved, the tears shed, the 
agonies endured by those who have 
gone before us. What we do know, 
is that [the church] and its individual 
members are stronger disciples for 
Christ because those changes took 
place.
And so today, as important as 
mending nets can be, I encourage 
you to resist the temptation to think 
that all you can or should do at this 
time is mend your nets by trying to 
put your lives back together the way 
they were. God may be calling all of 
us away from those efforts to some 
other purpose. 

Mending Nets...

News from Bishop Park

The Building the Beloved Community Fund  
will help Susquehanna United Methodists:

• Resist racism
• Promote diversity
• Connect churches to their neighbors
• Support cross-racial appointments
• Build strong race relations

Projects by churches and conference organizations  
will benefit from these funds.

Please contribute to this Conference fund by giving through 
your church. Designate your offering to “BBCF (9300).”

Together with God, we are transforming the world!

To learn more go to:  

susumc.org/endracism

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Gary’s wife Kim will continue to serve 
on staff in the Office of Developing 
Spiritual, Transformational Leaders 
of the Susquehanna Conference. 
I know you will join me in giving 
thanks for the ministry of Gary and 
wish him well in the next season of 
his life and ministry with Kim and 
their loved ones.

http://susumc.org
http://susumc.org/endracism
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Rev. Rebecca L. Holland

Disability Awareness Sunday is a special Sunday 
dedicated to empowering people with disabilities 
and helping to raise awareness about the 

disability community. According to The Book of Discipline, 
every conference is encouraged to celebrate Disability 
Awareness Sunday on a date of their choosing. For the 
last three years, our conference has celebrated Disability 
Awareness Sunday on the second Sunday of October. 
According to the CDC, 61 million adults in the United 
States live with a disability, which means one out of 
four adults in the US have some type of disability. 
Statistically, it is highly probable that your church already 
includes members who have a disability. Many disabilities 
are invisible. Any person can become disabled at any point 
in their life. As our congregations continue to age, we will 
have many more church members experience some form 
of disability during their lifetime. 
One of the biggest ways you can help is by taking 
a special collection toward Advance #3021054. The 
Susquehanna Disability Ministries Task Force does not 
have a budget. Instead, we ask that all donations be 
made to The Disability Ministries Committee (DMC) of the 
United Methodist Church. DMC serves the entire global 
connection of the UMC and they provide grants to help 
United Methodist churches and congregations empower 
people with disabilities. 
In the past, grants have been used to: 
• Create church entry ramps, lifts, and elevators
• Provide Sensory equipment and toys for children’s 

play areas
• Help reimburse costs related to auditing churches 

for accessibility and helping them become more 

accessible 
• Provide accessible materials for church programs for 

people with disabilities 
• Maintain a website full of great resources for worship 

leaders and congregations
Help others today with your donation to Advance 
#3021054.

More Ideas for Disability Awareness 
Sunday
• Open your pulpit to a person with a disability. 

On Disability Awareness Sunday (or any time of 
year!) consider opening your pulpit to a person with 
a disability. Invite them to preach, lead a prayer, give 
a personal testimony, or read scripture. People with 
disabilities bring many unique gifts and graces to the 
body of Christ.

• Ask before you touch! If a person with a disability 
joins you for worship, be respectful of their personal 
space. Do not talk to or pet a guide dog that is working 
or touch a person’s wheelchair without asking. 

• Little changes make a big difference. Consider 
having a few large print bulletins (size 14pt Arial or 
larger) every Sunday. Make large print hymnals and 
Bibles available. Always use a microphone when 
speaking and consider having a hearing loop installed 
(or perhaps apply to DMC for a grant to get a hearing 
loop)

• Remember that it is possible to have a disability 
and still live a full and meaningful life. Sadly, 
throughout history, having a disability has been viewed 
as a stigma. In the United Methodist Church, we are 
working to change that. Let’s use Disability Awareness 
Sunday to empower our laity, advocate for the needs 
of our church members who are disabled and educate 
others about the disability community.

Worship Resources for Disability 
Awareness Sunday
You can find all types of resources to help you plan your 
church’s Disability Awareness Sunday at UMCDMC.org/
worship. There you can find a suggested order of worship, 
prayers, litanies, printable sample bulletins, suggested 
scripture readings, and more.
Want to stay up to date with our conference’s Disability 
Ministry Task Force? Check out our website at 
disabilityUMC.org.

* * *
About the Author: Rev. Rebecca L. Holland, Div. OSL is 
honored to serve as the chair of communications for the 
Disability Ministries Committee of the United Methodist 
Church. She is also the chair of the Disability Ministries 
Task Force of the Susquehanna Conference and the 
author of “The United Methodist Church and Disability.” 
Her latest book “Hope for the Broken” is currently available 
from Touch Point Press.

Disability Awareness 
Sunday is October 10

http://UMCDMC.org/worship
http://UMCDMC.org/worship
http://disabilityUMC.org
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New Administrative Assistant for Harrisburg District

2021 Francis Asbury Award Winners

Rev. Barry Robison, Harrisburg District Superintendant

I am happy to announce that Ms. 
Sheila Y. Noss has accepted 
an offer to become the next 

Administrative Assistant of the 
Harrisburg District. A resident of 
Harrisburg, Sheila is currently a 
member of The Journey and has 
been active at Grace UMC in 
Harrisburg as well. In addition, Sheila 
graduated from local pastor’s school 
this spring where she was trained to 
be a Certified Lay Minister, which will 
build upon her certification as a Lay 
Servant and a Lay Speaker. And, this 
summer Sheila began her first year 
as chairperson of the District Lay 
Servant Ministry Team. 

From her secular work experience, 
Sheila brings skills and experience in 
customer service, leading and training 
staff, improving the production of 
and exceeding the goals set for her 
department, and managing offices 
well. She has both a Bachelor of 
Science in Business Administration 
and a Bachelor of Science in 
Nonprofit Management degrees. We 
welcomed Sheila into the District 
family as our Administrative Assistant 
beginning August 30, 2021.
The new office hours for the 
Harrisburg District will be Monday to 
Thursday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. See contact 
information on page 23.

The Reverend Gerald C. Liu, 
PhD, Director of Collegiate 
Ministries, Initiatives, and 

Belonging and ordained elder of 
the Mississippi Annual Conference 
is pleased to announce ten Francis 
Asbury Award winners for the 2020–
21 academic year on behalf of the 
General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry (GBHEM) and the Annual 
Conferences who have supported 
them. The award recognizes and 
encourages outstanding support 
of higher education and campus 
ministries within The United Methodist 
Church.
The honorees represent the breadth 
of United Methodist campus ministry 
from laity, university chaplains, 
Wesley Foundation Directors and 
administrators, and the episcopacy. 
From the stages of voluntarism, early 
and mid- career engagement, and 
upcoming and current retirement, 
they have demonstrated exceptional 
local, multigenerational, international, 
ecumenical, and interreligious 
educational Christian ministry with 
students, faculty, staff, and colleagues.
Among the ten recipients is Rev. 
Sarah Voigt from the Susquehanna 
Annual Conference. Voight is the 
Wesley Foundation Director at 

Penn State and St. Paul’s UMC in 
State College.
The Francis Asbury Award is named 
for Bishop Francis Asbury, one of 
the first two bishops of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the U.S. Perhaps 
because he only had six years of 
formal schooling himself, Asbury 
charged the people called Methodist 
to erect a school in the vicinity of 
every church. “We must,” he said, “…
give the key of knowledge to your 
children, and those of the poor in 
the vicinity of your small towns and 
villages.” Each year, GBHEM invites 
Annual Conference Boards of Higher 
Education and Campus Ministry 
to submit nominees based upon 
extraordinary leadership above and 
beyond basic responsibilities in United 
Methodist higher education ministries. 
GBHEM reviews each nomination and 
issues awards accordingly.
To learn more, please visit GBHEM.
org. 
About GBHEM: As The United Methodist 
Church’s leadership development center, 
we nurture and resource lay and clergy 
leaders around the world. We help people 
discover, claim and flourish in their callings. 
We stand with them, connecting them with 
what they need to be principled Christian 
leaders who seek to better the world.

The United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR) responds 
to disasters in the United 

States and around the world by 
working with communities and 
local partners. When a disaster 
overwhelms a community’s ability to 
recover on its own, UMCOR provides 
essential relief supplies and supports 
long-term rebuilding efforts. While 
UMCOR is not a first-response 
organization, it stands ready to 
accompany communities in need 
over the long haul of their recovery 
until a “new normal” is established 
after a crisis. “Early in and last out” is 
a guiding principle of UMCOR.
With disasters such as Hurricane 
Henri affecting the East Coast, 
wildfires in the west, and the 
destruction in Haiti, there are many 
opportunities to support UMCOR 
efforts.
Information about UMCOR disaster 
response efforts can be found by 
clicking U.S. Disaster Response or 
International Disaster Response.
To find out more click here.

Disaster Relief

https://www.gbhem.org/education-leaders/collegiate-ministry/francis-asbury-award/
https://www.gbhem.org/education-leaders/collegiate-ministry/francis-asbury-award/
https://umcmission.org/united-states-disaster-response/
https://umcmission.org/international-disaster-response/
https://susdisasterresponse.blogspot.com/2021/09/umcor-disaster-response.html
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We Need Your Help to Provide a Caring  
Community and Deepening Connection with God for Your 

Students Heading to College or University this Fall !!    

Our partner Collegiate Ministries no longer receive contact information for 
United Methodist Students from the colleges and universities themselves. 
If any students from your congregation will be attending one of the 
schools below, please provide the following information ASAP:  
(Note: We are glad to connect students with other campus ministries at 
other schools, too.) 
   
• Name of Your Local Church 
• Student’s Name 
• College or University they are or will be attending 
• Student’s Email Address 
• Student’s Address (Home or School) 
 
Send student info to Mollye Inners (minners@susumc.org) at the 
Growing Spiritual Transformational Leader’s Office and we will get the info 
to the Collegiate Ministry leaders.  
 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!                    
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By Joyce M. Davis, Susquehanna Conference Lay Leader and
PA UM Advocacy Coordinator

The Pennsylvania Department of Health is launching 
an intensive state-wide campaign to try to fight 
COVID-19, save lives and get more people 

vaccinated. And the office is seeking faith leaders and 
community organizations to help encourage people to get 
vaccinated throughout the state. 

Secretary of Health Alison Beam is even touting a 
new grant program to provide financial assistance to 
organizations – including churches – that will assist in this 
program aimed at saving lives from COVID-19.

The Department of Health is using its new LIVE PA 
Grants, which opened the week of Aug. 9, 2021, to invite 
local, grassroots organizations, as well as faith-based 
organizations, to apply for grants that will be administered 
through the United Way of Pennsylvania. The aim is to 
reach as many people as possible, especially in rural and 
minority communities and to use trusted voices to help 
promote COVID vaccinations.

Information is available at local United Way chapters or the 
United Way of Pennsylvania at uwp.org.

The agency also has started an aggressive ad campaign 
to get out factual information about COVID-19 and about 
the vaccines. And it seems the campaign is working. 
Vaccinations are significantly increasing, with thousands 
more people getting vaccinated daily in Pennsylvania. The 
advertising campaign is directing people to the PA Unites 
Against COVID webpage where they can find information 
to learn about how to prevent COVID and get vaccinated: 
www.pa.gov/covid/

And, information about where to get vaccinated is now 
available on-line at www.vaccines.gov/search/
In addition, the Pennsylvania Council of Churches has 
launched a “Get Vaccinated” campaign urging faith leaders 
to tape short videos that are being distributed widely 
through social media sites. Here is a link to a story about 
the campaign that PennLive published last week:
Kudos to the Pennsylvania Council of Churches for its 
“Get Vaccinated!” campaign | PennLive Editorial
And here is a link to the Pennsylvania Council of Churches’ 
YouTube page with the videos.
Rev. Sandy Strauss, advocacy director of the 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches, is eager to get more 
faith leaders to add their voices to those encouraging 
people to get vaccinated. If you’d like to provide a video, 
email Rev. Straus at s.strauss@pachurches.org; or feel 
free to email me at jdavis@susumc.org for assistance.
Health officials are particularly eager to reach young 
people who have not been vaccinated, and they are 
reminding people who are vaccinated that they can still 
carry the virus to vulnerable, unvaccinated people. They 
are warning hospitals throughout the country are filling up 
with COVID-19 patients who have contracted the Delta 
strain. And doctors say this time the patients are younger 
and frequently sicker. 
The Department of Health says more than 90 percent 
of people being hospitalized from the Delta strain are 
unvaccinated.
They are imploring pastors and lay leaders join the effort to 
save lives and to provide factual information from reliable 
sources to their congregations. 

Churches encouraged to join state-wide vaccination campaign

Susquehanna 
Conference Lay 
Leader and  
PA Advocacy 
Coordinator 
Joyce M. Davis 
encourages 
people to get 
vaccinated 
against the 
COVID-19 
virus as 
part of the 
Pennsylvania 
Council of 
Churches “Get 
Vaccinated!” 
campaign. 
View her video 
and others on 
YouTube.

https://www.uwp.org/programs/live-grant/
https://www.uwp.org/programs/live-grant/
https://www.uwp.org/programs/live-grant/
https://www.pa.gov/covid/
https://www.pa.gov/covid/
https://www.pa.gov/covid/
https://www.vaccines.gov/search/
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2021/07/kudos-to-pennsylvania-council-of-churches-for-its-get-vaccinated-campaign-pennlive-editorial.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2021/07/kudos-to-pennsylvania-council-of-churches-for-its-get-vaccinated-campaign-pennlive-editorial.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCunqnFIOcrIn_o715zhlTlA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCunqnFIOcrIn_o715zhlTlA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCunqnFIOcrIn_o715zhlTlA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PpPXhVEhR8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PpPXhVEhR8
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCunqnFIOcrIn_o715zhlTlA/videos
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By Douglas Hoy, Disaster Response Coordinator

Recently, my wife and I spent a 
weekend camping at Greene 

Hills Family Campground & RV Park. 
It was a relaxing time and we enjoyed 
experiencing the sights, sounds, and 
smells of God’s creation. The colorful 
foliage, the sound of the nearby river, 
and the smell of cooking over a camp 
fire brought back fond childhood 
memories. We ended our weekend by 
attending the worship service. And, 
Vance Hart, the chaplain, shared a 
message of the importance of yeast. 
He spelled out how it is used to make 
bread and ferment grapes. As he 
spoke, I began to think about the 
aroma of freshly baked bread and the 
process of making it.
Assemble the ingredients. Dissolve 
the yeast. Mix in the remainder of the 
ingredients. Knead the dough and 
allow it to rest and rise. Then, bake 
it and serve it. As these thoughts ran 
through my head on the drive home, 
I was reminded of the scriptural 
significance of bread and yeast. 
Bread is not just something that 

satisfies our physical need for 
sustenance. It provides spiritual 
nourishment. It sustains the body and 
reminds us of the generosity of and 
blessings from God.
In the parable of the yeast, Jesus 
shared “The kingdom of heaven is 
like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed into about sixty pounds of flour 
until it worked all through the dough 
(Matthew 13:33). 
When just a small spoonful of yeast 
is added, it doubles the size of the 
dough. It takes time for the yeast to 
work. But, the results are obvious. 
The same is true of our work in 
ministry and mission.
The Disaster Response Ministry 
assembles teams of volunteers who 
have been blessed with the skills 
and desire to serve. We mix in some 
training to prepare for the tasks those 
teams will be required to perform. 
And, when the time comes, we send 
them out to serve those in need. That 
service starts small as we provide a 
caring, Christian presence for those 
who have suffered as a result of 

disaster. During our work, we meet 
their physical needs and feed them 
spiritually by sharing the love of God. 
And, as we do, the “yeast” is kneaded 
into their lives and, over time, the 
kingdom has an opportunity to “rise” 
and grow.
Like yeast changes the dough, when 
someone accepts Christ, they begin 
to grow and change from the inside. 
As you serve those in need, take 
some bread with you. Feed their 
physical needs and nourish them 
spiritually. Share the blessings God 
has given you. And, in the process, 
transform and grow God’s Kingdom.

Email Doug at drc@susumc.org

Yeast, Bread, and Growing the Kingdom of God
PHOTOS BY DOUG HOY 

Find out more about Disaster Response Ministry at www.susmb.org●• facebook.com/SUSDisasterResponse • Twitter @UMCDisResp

http://www.susmb.org
http://facebook.com/SUSDisasterResponse
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How the Pandemic is Affecting 
United Methodist Churches
By Brenda Smotherman, United Methodist Communications

Widespread hybrid worship services (held 
both on-line and in person) and a return to 
children and youth programs and small groups 

are evident among United Methodist congregations 
at this point in the COVID pandemic, a United 
Methodist Communications (UMCom) study has found. 
Churches are also continuing to use their buildings 
for food distribution, community outreach, nonprofit 
organizations, and support groups.
Phase IV of UMCom’s Impact of COVID-19 Study* 
assessed the pandemic’s effects on local church 
services and ministries, finances, and clergy well-being. 
It also explored demographic trends.
Although on average, people are feeling encouraged, 
levels of exhaustion and loneliness are rising. Church 
leaders have experienced significant stress as they 
navigate the new ministry landscape. They are also 
concerned about whether attendance numbers will stay 
consistent, rise, or fall.
“Throughout each study phase we’ve seen that the 
United Methodist body and leadership have been 
adaptive and capable of finding creative solutions for 
conducting ministry and supporting members despite 
unprecedented circumstances,” said Teresa Faust, 
UMCom’s research manager.
From a location standpoint, the data show that the 
Western Jurisdiction has trended stronger for online-
only services and cited higher levels of state and local 
government support. North Central and Northeastern 
jurisdictional churches reported receiving the highest 
levels of support through the federal government’s 
CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act). Southeastern churches lead in serving as 
vaccination distribution sites.
Smaller churches have been more likely to hold only 
in-person services, forgo vacation Bible school, struggle 
financially, and be most hindered by member opinions 
and comfort levels in reopening their doors (trends also 
evident in predominantly black churches). 
Conversely, larger churches have a higher sense of 
operating as usual, have generally moved to a hybrid 
ministry approach, applied for CARES Act funds, and 
are not facing huge financial woes. However, the larger 
churches appear to have taken on the lion’s share of 
hardships in terms of mental well-being and feelings of 
exhaustion, anxiety, and frustration.
Read more...
*The study was fielded on-line from May 19 to June 6. 
Some 11,000 randomly selected churches were invited 
to participate and 745 completed the questionnaire.

The Youth Service Fund was established 
by the global United Methodist Church 
to support youth and youth ministries in 
their endeavors to live and grow as faithful 

disciples of Jesus Christ. The Susquehanna Conference 
supports the global Youth Service Fund with 30% 
of all raised funds. The remaining 70% of funds are 
distributed by the discernment of the Young People’s 
Ministry Council. Grants are administered to ministries 
and experiences that further the mission and priorities of 
the Susquehanna Conference Young People’s Ministry 
Council. 
Mission and Priorities 
The mission of the Susquehanna Conference Young 
People’s Ministry Council is to empower young people to 
equip their peers to make disciples. The Susquehanna 
Conference YPMC seeks to live into its mission through 
providing experiences for young leaders to engage 
in leadership development. Therefore, grants will be 
distributed to applicants that are seeking to develop new or 
expand existing ministries that: 
1. Develop spiritual leadership in young disciples between 

the ages of 12-18 years old
2. Provide opportunities for young leaders to mentor, 

teach, and support their peers in discipleship 
development

3. Increase the racial or ethnic involvement in the ministry
4. Are fully planned and executed by young leaders 

(between 12-18 years old)
5. Change the culture of the local church to be more 

inclusive of young leadership

Requirements for Selection of YSF Projects 
When applying for Youth Service Fund (YSF) grants, 
the YPMC will evaluate the applicant’s execution of the 
above-mentioned priorities. The more closely aligned the 
application is to all the priorities, the higher the opportunity 
for funding. Beyond aligning with the priorities set by the 
YPMC, all applicants must meet the following requirements:
1. Ministries or experiences must incorporate youth 

leadership and development in every aspect of the 
experience. (12-18 years of age, have been leaders 
in the creation, development, implementation and 
evaluation of a project.)

2. YSF money is to be used to develop new projects 
or expand existing ministries that will become self-
supporting. YSF grants will not be used to fund a deficit 
or partially or fully pay salary or commission. There is 
no guarantee of funding after one year. No ministry or 
experience will receive grant money more than three 
times.

3. YSF grants could have a substantial impact on the 
project but will not fund the entire project.

4. Grants will only go to fund experiences in connection 
with local United Methodist churches or UM Boards 
and Agencies. Ecumenical ministry experiences could 
receive support if United Methodist young leaders 
serve in key leadership positions.

5. Applications will be accepted April 1, 2021 - October 
31, 2021. Applications received after October 31 will 
not be considered.

Youth Service Fund Applications

https://www.resourceumc.org/-/media/umc-media/2021/08/17/16/13/covid19-phase-4-study-summary.ashx?la=en&rev=f8c2f09000434def85038cc3f60bc643&hash=0C7C2BB1E067F013F58C9D64ECC8E2297F9B9F6C
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/informational-resources-on-the-cares-act
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/informational-resources-on-the-cares-act
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/impact-of-covid-19-study-findings-equip-umc-churches
https://www.resourceumc.org/-/media/umc-media/2021/08/17/16/13/covid19-phase-4-study-summary.ashx?la=en&rev=f8c2f09000434def85038cc3f60bc643&hash=0C7C2BB1E067F013F58C9D64ECC8E2297F9B9F6C
http://igniteyoungpeople.org/files/youth/ysf/YSF%20Guidelines-Application%202021_fillable.pdf
http://igniteyoungpeople.org/files/youth/ysf/YSF%20Guidelines-Application%202021_fillable.pdf
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PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY!

One of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings of The United 
Methodist Church, World Communion Sunday calls the church to reach 
out to all people and model diversity among God’s children. 

This offering supports a diverse mix of national and international ethnic 
young adults to make a global impact for Christ. Half of the offering benefits 
World Communion scholarships for graduate students from the U.S. and 
other countries. The remainder assists Ethnic Scholarships for U.S. and 
international undergraduates studying in the U.S. and Ethnic In-Service 
Training. These funds are administered by the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry and Global Ministries.

When you give generously on World Communion Sunday, you equip talented, 
qualified students from around the globe to become the world changers  
God created them to be. Please give online: UMC.org/SSGive or mail checks 
to World Communion Sunday, GCFA, P.O. Box 340029, Nashville, TN 37203. 
Checks can also be directed to your local church and write “WCS” in the 
memo line.

WORL D COMMUNION 
 S U N D A Y

www.facebook.com/susumc

find us on

We’re using social media to engage and equip 
the local church in making disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world. 
Check us out on Facebook for the latest news, 

resources, classifieds, events, and more ... 

DR. MILTON LOYER, Conference Archivist

September – 100 years ago. 
September 11, 1921, marked the dedication of the newly 
constructed Methodist Protestant church building at Cooks 
Mills on the Cassville charge.  This small block and brick 
edifice was the recently-organized congregation’s first and 
only church building.  The congregation was never large 
and for the last few years of its existence had been part 
of a rural charge that rotated its Sunday services between 
Cooks, Woodvale and Broad Top.  The congregation 
eventually voted to merge into Woodvale UMC, and a 
deconsecration service was held December 18, 2016.
Cooks was the only church on the five-point Methodist 
Protestant Cassville charge to participate in the 1939 
denominational union that formed the Methodist Church.  
The other four churches went in different directions as 
follows:
• Cassville – joined the Bible Protestant denomination
• Coles Valley (met in the schoolhouse near the Coles 

Valley cemetery) – disbanded
• Harmony Chapel – became a Church of God 

congregation

• Meadow Green – disbanded, building sold to the 
Mennonites

October – 50 years ago
On October 24, 1971, cornerstone was laid for the new 
Mt. Zion church complex on the Wertzville Road west 
of Enola, in Cumberland County.  The congregation’s 
first building had been erected across the road, in the 
present cemetery, in 1856 – a square frame building with 
two front entrances, two aisles, and a middle partition to 
separate the men and women.  In 1887, this was replaced 
by a new building which was significantly remodeled and 
modernized in 1930 and enlarged with an educational unit 
in 1949.
The sanctuary and classrooms at the present site were 
dedicated in 1972.  Since then Wertzville Road has been 
rerouted and the site now stands on Mount Zion Drive.  
In 1981, the fellowship wing and expanded educational 
facilities were dedicated.  The sanctuary was enlarged and 
the entrance canopy added in 2002.  Mt. Zion had always 
been on various circuits with Young’s Church, further west 
on Wertzville Road, until becoming a station appointment 
in 1976 and now has a membership of 350.

Remembering Our Heritage

October 3, 2021

http://tinyurl.com/pny3h83n
http://www.facebook.com/susumc
http://facebook.com/susumc
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Fall is here!
Discovery Place is ready to meet your study needs for your Sunday School Class or small group. We have resources 

on all sorts of topics. Go to our website, www.discovery-place.org and use the on-line catalog link. You can search 
by title or author, or by subject (clicking on “advanced search”) and you can even place an order right from the on-line 
catalog! We’d love to help you find the perfect study for your group!
Featured this month is an extremely popular series called Faith Lessons. Filmed on location in The Middle East, this is a 
unique video series that brings God’s Word to life with astounding relevance. By weaving together the Bible’s fascinating 
historical, cultural, religious, and geographical contexts, teacher and historian Ray Vander Laan reveals keen insights into 
the Scriptures’ significance for modern believers. These illuminating “faith lessons” afford a new understanding of the Bible 
that will ground your convictions and transform your life. Here are brief descriptions of a few of the studies. 

Walking With God in the Desert: Are you going through 
a difficult period of life? The loss of a loved 
one? Unemployment? A crisis of faith? During 
these desert times, it’s easy to think God has 
disappeared. In this seven-session study, 
discover that it’s only when we are totally 
dependent on Him that we find God is closer 
than ever.

Fire on the Mountain: When the Israelites left Egypt, they 
were finally free. Free from persecution, free 
from oppression, and free to worship their 
own God. But with that freedom comes a new 
challenge-learning how to live together the 
way God intends. Discover how God teaches 
the Israelites what it means to be part of a 
community that loves Him.

With All Your Heart: Do you remember 
where your blessings come from? In Exodus, 
God warned Israel to remember Him when 
they left the dry desert and reached the fertile 
fields of the Promised Land. In this 6-session 
study, discover how quickly the Israelites 
forgot God and began to rely on themselves. 

The Mission of Jesus: In John 17:26 Jesus says: “I made 
known your name to them, and I will continue to make 

it known…” In this 5-session study you’ll 
deepen your understanding of this passionate 
revelation to a broken world God longs to 
redeem. Discover how Jesus triumphantly 
made God’s presence known on earth, and 
how He asks you to do the same -- bringing 
God’s shalom to the chaos of others.

Walk as Jesus Walked: This 5-session 
study takes you into Asia Minor (present-
day Turkey), where disciples like Paul and 
Timothy traveled, spreading news about 
Jesus and bringing new disciples to follow 
Him.

These studies (there are 
16 total) can be studied in 
any order, and we have 
multiple copies of each of 
them available. Complete 
descriptions of each study can 
be found by searching by the 
title “Faith Lessons” in our on-
line catalog.
If your church has not yet used 
Discovery Place, we invite you 
to try us! Your only cost is the 
return postage. You can place 
an order through the on-line 
catalog, call 717-766-7968 (your voicemail will send me an 
email), or email discovery@susumc.org. We look forward 
to helping you!

Serving Christ with you,
Joni Robison

Find free spiritual growth resources for your church at www.discovery-place.org

JONI ROBISON

Susquehanna Conference
303 Mulberry Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

717-766-7968
e-mail  discovery@susumc.org
web  www.discovery-place.org

Open 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Mon, Wed, Fri.

http://www.discovery-place.org
http://discovery@susumc.org
http://www.discovery-place.org
mailto:discovery%40susumc.org?subject=
http://www.discovery-place.org


20 

Bishops’ District Gatherings
September & October 2021 
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball will begin 
Episcopal oversight of the Susquehanna Conference September 1st. Both 
Bishops are excited to begin this new assignment.
For the Bishops to begin to become acquainted with the Susquehanna 
Conference and our seven districts, there will be clergy/laity gatherings in each 
district. All clergy and laity are invited to attend one of the district gatherings. At 
least one of Bishops will be in person at each gathering.
Listed below you will find the schedule for the gatherings. If you are not able 
to attend your district’s event, please feel free to register for another district 
gathering. The agenda for the gatherings will be the same in each district.
The agenda for the day has been planned by our Bishops. The agenda will 
include:

• Gathering worship and Renewal of Baptism
• Sharing a bit of who each Bishop is:

• Their call stories
• Leadership styles
• Hopes and dreams for the continuing United Methodist Church

• Facilitated conversation and sharing of the hopes and dreams of 
the gathered community

• What are the most critical things our new Bishops need to know 
about the district?

• Q & A
These gatherings will not be live-streamed. However, there will be a video of the 
gathering on the website after all have concluded.
Registration is essential to make sure there is adequate space. To register 
for any of the gatherings please go to: susumc.org/bishops-district-gatherings/
Again, if you cannot attend your district’s gathering, feel free to register to attend 
another one.
These gatherings will NOT be live-streamed. However, there will be a video of 
the gathering on the website after all have concluded.
Because of the increase in the COVID Delta variant, all participants will be 
expected to wear masks and social distance as much as possible.
September 25: 2:00 – 4:30 pm
Carlisle UMC, 333 South Spring Garden Street, Carlisle
September 26: 3:00-5:30 pm 
Countryside Community UMC, 14011 Orchard Drive, Clarks Summit
October 3: 3:00-5:30 pm 
Messiah UMC, 1300 North Beaver Street, York
October 16: 2:00-4:30 pm 
Mt. Nittany UMC, 1500 East Branch Road, State College
October 30: 2:00-4:30 pm 
Christ Community UMC, 3939 Park Road, Selinsgrove
October 31: 1:45-2:30 pm fellowship; 2:30-5:00 pm gathering 
First UMC Hollidaysburg, 801 Allegheny Street, Hollidaysburg
October 31: 4:00-6:30 pm 
Wellsboro UMC, 36 Main Street, Wellsboro
These district gatherings plan to be a wonderful introduction to the Susquehanna 
Conference for our Bishops. Please plan to attend.

Ordination Service
September 25, 2021

See page 21
susumc.org/annual-conference

Bishops’ District 
Gatherings

September & October 2021
Details at right 

susumc.org/bishops-district-
gatherings/

Pastor Appreciation Month
October

tinyurl.com/wf5skef 

World Communion Sunday
October 3, 2021

tinyurl.com/pny3h83n

AC Special Session
October 5, 2021

See page 21
susumc.org/annual-conference 

Disability Awareness 
Sunday

October 10,2021
See page 12

tinyurl.com/svtmm3zc

Celebration of Ministry 
Service

October 16, 2021
See page 21

susumc.org/annual-conference 

Memorial Service
October 30, 2021

See page 21
susumc.org/annual-conference

https://susumc.org/bishops-district-gatherings/
http://susumc.org/annual-conference 
https://susumc.org/bishops-district-gatherings/
https://susumc.org/bishops-district-gatherings/
https://tinyurl.com/wf5skef 
https://tinyurl.com/pny3h83n 
http://tinyurl.com/svtmm3zc
http://susumc.org/annual-conference 
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Oberammergau & 
Alpine Odyssey
September 2022 
Join Bishop Moore-Koikoi for 9 
days in Germany and Austria and 
rest well in your quaint and intimate 
inn located in the scenic Stubai 
Valley. You’ll explore Innsbruck, 
local churches and castles, 
Salzburg, have the opportunity to 
see the Oberammergau Passion 
Play, and spend some free time to 
wander through the quaint villages 
and beautiful landscapes. Prices 
start at $4,846* from Washington 
DC, $4,946* from Cleveland, OH, 
or $4,896* from Pittsburgh, PA 
departing on September 19, 2022. 
Find out more at  
tinyurl.com/jb8wz5ju

MinistrySafe 
Safe Sanctuaries 
Training Update
MinistrySafe has updated their 
procedures to assign safe 
sanctuaries training within their 
system, please access and review 
them: tinyurl.com/a7hevvbz
The training that is required by 
our insurance is “Sexual Abuse 
Awareness Training”
Please make sure that your church 
staff and volunteers working with 
children, youth and/or vulnerable 
adults are trained and clearances are 
uploaded into MinistrySafe.
Any questions, please email 
safesanctuaries@susumc.org or call 
Amy Wynn at 717-766-7441 ext 3600
Thank you for your diligence. 

Ordination 
Service 
September 25, 2021 
Our hope and plan at this time is that 
the Ordination Service will be in-
person for all those being Ordained 
or Commissioned, their families, and 
invited guests. This service will 
be live-streamed so that all may 
participate in this important moment 
in the life of our Annual Conference.

* * *

Special Called 
Session of Annual 
Conference 
October 5, 2021 
There will be a virtual Called Session 
of Annual Conference for the sole 
purpose of hearing the Council 
on Finance and Administration’s 
presentation and approving the 
2022 Plan for Funding Ministry. This 
special virtual session will convene 
at 7:00 pm with the sign in/gathering 
time beginning at 6:30 pm.

Celebration of 
Ministry Service 
October 16, 2021 
This will be a joyful celebration for 
those pastors who retired from active 
ministry in 2020 and 2021. Currently, 
this is planned to be an in-person 
service for those who have entered 
the retired relationship in 2020 and 
2021, their families, and invited 
guests. This service will be live-
streamed so that all may participate 
in this special celebration of those 
who have moved into the retired 
relationship. 

* * *

Memorial Service 
October 30, 2021 
Memorial Service. This service will 
give thanks to God for the lives of 
our faithful pastors, pastors’ spouses, 
and lay members of the Annual 
Conference session who died in 2020 
and 2021. Currently, we are planning 
for this to be an in-person service 
for the families of the deceased and 
invited guests. This service will 
be live-streamed so that all may 
participate in this hallowed service 
honoring those who have given so 
much of their lives to the church and 
who have now joined the great cloud 
of witnesses.

For up-to-date information and the 
archive of the 2021 Susquehanna 
Annual Conference visit  
www.susumc.org/annual-conference

https://tinyurl.com/jb8wz5ju
http://tinyurl.com/a7hevvbz
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SEE PAGE 21

http://tinyurl.com/jb8wz5ju
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Pastor Michael D. Boone of Mt 
Pleasant Mills Pa., Local Pastor 
serving at the Mt Pleasant Mills 
United Methodist charge of Aline, 
Daniels-St Thomas and Emmanuel 
Fremont United Methodist 
Churches, died Sunday, August 22, 
2021 at Geisinger Medical Center in 
Danville Pa. Among his survivors is 
his wife, Wanda J. Boone. Visitation 
will be on Thursday, August. 
Obituary

Rev. Dr. Bruce D. Fisher of 
Grove City, Ohio, Retired Elder, 
died Wednesday, August 11, 
2021. He served as Director 
Conference Council on Ministries 
(1980-1985) and (1988-1995) 
and as the Chambersburg District 
Superintendent (1985-1988) of 
the former Central Pennsylvania 
Conference. Obituary

Rev. Joseph S. Gentilman of 
Enola Pa., Retired Elder, died 
Monday, August 9, 2021. Obituary

Pastor Edwin C. Giles, III, of 
Waymart Pa., Local Pastor serving 
Prompton Community United 
Methodist Church, died Sunday, 
July 18, 2021 at home. Among his 
survivors is his wife, Chris Giles. 
Obituary

Rev. Harold L. “Happy” Hollister 
of Waynesboro Pa, Retired Elder, 
died Friday, August 13, 2021 at 
home. Among his survivors are 
his wife, Pastor Ruth A. Hollister, 
and son, Rev. James H. Hollister. 
Obituary

Rev. Paul W. Kauffman of Newport 
Pa., Retired Elder, died Tuesday, 
August 3, 2021 at home. Among his 
survivors is his wife, Dee Kauffman. 
Obituary

Pastor Harold “Butch” E. Snyder, 
Jr., of York Pa., Retired Local 
Pastor, died on Wednesday, July 
28, 2021. Among his survivors is his 
wife, Brenda Snyder. Obituary

Mrs. Betsy A. Thigpen of Renfrew 
Pa., widow of Rev. Dr. Edward L. 
Thigpen, Sr, died Saturday, August 
14, 2021. Obituary

Mrs. Janet E. Zuver of Millersburg 
Pa., widow of Rev. Robert E. 
Zuver, died Tuesday, August 10, 
2021 at Stonehedge Health and 
Rehabilitation Center in Duncannon 
Pa. Obituary

SUBSCRIBE!
Susquehanna LINK can be 
delivered directly to your 
email inbox. Simply send 

your email address to  
link@susumc.org with  

“LINK Subscription” in the 
subject line.

District Offices
Altoona District
DS: Rev� Dr� Joleen Willis
 jwillis@susumc�org
AA: Kathy Palmer
 altoona@susumc�org
Phone: 814-693-9220
Office:	 1381	Plank	Rd.,	Suite	104
 Duncansville, PA 16635-8458
Harrisburg District
DS: Rev� Barry Robison
 brobison@susumc�org
AA: Sheila Noss
 harrisburg@susumc�org
Phone: 717-766-8124
Office:	 303	Mulberry	Dr.,	Suite	200
 Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3198
Lewisburg District
DS: Rev� Dr� Gary Weaver
 gweaver@susumc�org
AA: Debbie Ackley
 lewisburg@susumc�org
Phone: 570-523-9592
Office:	 31	Baylor	Blvd
 Lewisburg, PA 17837-9203
Scranton Wilkes-Barre District
DS: Rev� Judy Walker
 jwalker@susumc�org
AA: Krissie McDermott
 scrantonwilkesbarre@susumc�org
Phone: 570-901-1569
Office:	 40	Knob	Hill	Rd.
 Trucksville, PA 18708
State College District
DS: Rev� Brenda Leigey
 bleigey@susumc�org
AA: Helen Meyer
 statecollege@susumc�org
Phone: 814-237-4365
Office:	 1200	Haymaker	Rd.
 State College, PA 16801-6943
Williamsport District
DS: Rev� Dr� Paul Amara
 pamara@susumc�org
AA: Jill Johnston
 williamsport@susumc�org
Phone: 570-323-7452
Office:	 2420	Nottingham	Rd.
 Williamsport, PA 17701-4057
York District
DS: Rev� Cathy Boileau
 cboileau@susumc�org
AA: Autumn Christine
 york@susumc�org
Phone: 717-755-8863
Office:	 1910	Kenneth	Rd.,	Suite	D
 York, PA 17404

https://www.yorkdispatch.com/obituaries/mpa072082
https://www.schoedinger.com/obituaries/Bruce-Fisher-6/#!/Obituary
https://obits.pennlive.com/us/obituaries/pennlive/name/joseph-gentilman-obituary?pid=199746680
https://jenkinshowellfuneralhome.com/tribute/details/296/Rev-Edwin-Giles-III/obituary.html#tribute-start
https://www.bowersoxfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/Rev-Harold-L-Happy-Hollister?obId=22016950
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