A WITNESS TO MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

I come to
your altar,
O Lord,
singing a song
of thanksgiving
and telling of all
your wonders.
Psalm 26:6-7 NLT
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“Do your little bit of good
where you are. It’s those little
bits of good put together that
overwhelm the world.”
Desmond Tutu, Archbishop Emeritus
These words of inspiration were spoken by one who is a role
model for many. Born into poverty, he was baptized in a
Methodist Church and educated at a Methodist primary school.
He later converted to Anglicanism and received funding from the
International Missionary Council to attend seminary in London.
Ordained in 1960 as a priest, he was named a Bishop in 1975.
In 1986, he was the first black priest to become an Archbishop.
In 1984, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. When he
announced his retirement in 2010, and was the first person
to be given the title of Archbishop Emeritus.
Without the financial generosity of others, Archbishop Tutu would
not have been able to pursue his calling. Throughout his ministry,
he modeled a consensus-building style of leadership. His words
reflect the understanding that when we all give a little, big things
happen. Your gifts make a BIG difference for those served by the
Benevolent Homes of the Susquehanna Conference.
There are two ways to give: If your church participates in
receiving this special offering during Advent, please make your
gift at that time. OR Make your check out to Susquehanna
Conference, with Benevolent Homes Christmas Offering in the
memo line, and mail it to: The Finance Office, 303 Mulberry
Dr., Ste. 500, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

Bethany Village
Mechanicsburg

Normandie Ridge
York

Quincy Village
Quincy

RiverWoods
Lewisburg

United Methodist Home for Children
A Board of Child Care program
Mechanicsburg

United Methodist Homes
Wesley Village Campus

Pittston
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Connecting Ministries
Sojourner Truth Ministries Celebrates 20
Years of Caring for Williamsport Neighbors
REV. VICTORIA REBECK
Director of Connecting Ministries

of Christ and preach the Good News
through actions and words.”

A

In addition to the weekday meals,
Sojourner Truth offers a number of
compassionate and empowering
ministries.

room full of Williamsport
neighbors slogged through
torrential rain on September 22 to
the warm home of Sojourner Truth
Ministries. They came to celebrate
the twentieth anniversary of this
United Methodist ministry that serves
the area’s most vulnerable.
While the mission, which meets
in a former church building, offers
a breadth of opportunities to the
neighbors, it may be best known for
its community lunch, offered six days
a week. Food for the body—a hot
meal, served family style—is served
along with food for the soul, a time of
prayer and an uplifting message.
“Our guests can have a special meal
with their families,” says Pat Bole, a
long-time supporter of the ministry.
“This is home for many people.”
Rev. Angelique Labadie-Cihanowyz,
a Nazarene clergywoman, oversees
the ministry in her role as executive
director. An energetic, visionary
leader, she is well known for her
compassion. Children of all ages
ran up to talk to her during the
celebration.
“My takeaway from working here
is that poverty is complex, with
multifaceted barriers,” Rev. LabadieCihanowyz says. “And I have the
honor and responsibility to find a way
to connect with every single person
who comes to us, to show the love

After-School Kids (ASK) meets
twice a week to provide a safe place
for children to receive nurturing,
homework help, one-on-one attention,
Bible lessons, and a meal. More
programming is offered to children
in the summer. Neighbors can stop
by for emergency food packages,
hygiene items, socks, gloves, hats,
and blankets. A sewing group that
met in the building created a large
quilt depicting Noah’s ark, which now
graces a wall at the center. A Bible
study meets on Tuesday mornings.

month. “These are real people, real
church,” he says. According to the
website, Paul “came in for food, but
received acceptance, help, love, and
is being transformed by Jesus.”
Twenty years ago, a group of United
Methodist clergy and laypeople felt
called to start a meaningful ministry in
Williamsport. They spent time walking
around the city and praying. One of
the walkers had a vision wheel with a
center hub with spokes radiating out
from it.
Sojourner Truth Ministries became
that hub, and churches in the area
became the spokes that assist the
ministries. STM united the churches
in shared ministry; together they were
able to offer more than they would
have individually.

Dinner Church gathers on Saturdays
for an abbreviated worship service
and a meal.

On occasion they engage Hillside
Catering, which hires some folks in
the STM community.

“The goal is to make it feel like
Thanksgiving dinner,” Rev. LabadieCihanowyz says. Visitors from other
churches sit down at the table with
the guests, engaging in conversation
and getting to know each other.
Building relationships and recognizing
the guests’ dignity is as important as
the meal.

“We’re not afraid to try new things,”
Bole says. The board is dreaming
of future ministries such as literacy
classes for adults, rooms on Friday
nights for Twelve Step groups, and
perhaps serving as hub for gathering
materials for Mission Central, the
Mechanicsburg-based warehouse for
medical supplies, flood recovery kits,
and other missions materials.

“You can rely on these people,” says
Paul, a regular luncheon guest whose
story is featured on the organization’s
website. Like many people, he needs
to rely on the center to provide a meal
every day, not just once or twice a

Soon, House of Hope will open. This
will provide a short-term, communal
home for women coming out of
homelessness. The women will also
learn practical skills in budgeting to
work toward sustainability
As a United Methodist Ministry,
STM welcomes donations and
volunteer help. Visit the website
stmwilliamsport.org, Facebook page
www.facebook.com/stmwilliamsport
or email sojournertruthministries@
gmail.com to learn more about
how you can be a part of this lifesaving, relationship-building Beloved
Community.
PHOTO COURTESY OF ANGELIQUE LABADIE
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Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders
Youth Ministry Listening Posts – What Did We Learn?
KIM SHOCKLEY
Coordinator for Pathways of Spiritual Leadership
Staff Liaison to the Young People’s Ministry Council

struggle with the demands
of raising children in our
hectic society.

O

One of the most significant
changes that many of our
youth workers noticed is that
their students are mentally,
physically, emotionally, and
spiritually exhausted. One
even suggested that there
should be a social worker
who comes to meetings
to help keep an eye on
the health of the students.
Youth attending Youth Rally at Lake Winola UMC
Where are the support systems
Susquehanna Conference to offer
for helping our young people
youth ministries that thrive into the
thrive in today’s world? Helping our
future, we all need to be praying for
youth workers practice a listening ear
our youth workers and the young
and a caring attitude is one of their
people they minister to. If you have a
best ways of doing ministry.
school in your community, then you
Some of the more positive changes
have young people for which to pray!
that our youth workers are noticing
For those of you who have active
is that students love the opportunity
prayer
lives, consider this daily
to serve their communities – building
prayer:
sheds, serving meals – young people
show up for these events more often
“Holy God, watch over our young
and more consistently than they
people. Keep them safe from the
come to youth group meetings and
chaos of life during these strange
worship. These event help youth
times. (Name those young people
workers to build relationships with
whom you know!) I ask that Your
their students and the students
Holy Spirit breathe inspiration into the
among each other. Adding a brief
lives of our youth workers, pastors,
lesson and conversation to these
and church leaders (Name those you
events seems to work well! Just
know) so that we can courageously
because we may not see these young
make decisions that uplift our young
people in worship on Sunday morning
people as leaders for today! Help
doesn’t mean that they
me to see how I can be a positive
aren’t actively being Jesus’
influence on the life of a young
presence in the community!
person today. Amen.”

n October 22 and 23 I partnered
with Kenda Dean and Trey
Wince from Ministry Incubators to
talk with youth workers from around
the Susquehanna Conference.
Considering that we met by Zoom, we
had an energetic conversation that
helped us to learn what is changing in
youth ministry from the perspective of
those who are leading.
All of the youth workers (paid and
volunteer) were able to name young
people who are recognizing God’s
presence in their lives and have some
sense of their giftedness and how
God may want to use them daily.
Even the pandemic has not stopped
the movement of God through our
young people!
There are several ways in which
youth ministry and a local churches
ability to impact young people is
changing. Most of our youth workers
have indicated that the number of
students and adult volunteers has
lessened. We all know this and
recognize it in the participation of
all church events. That doesn’t
minimize the discouragement that our
youth workers feel! In some ways,
this lessening has been happening
before the pandemic as families have
fewer children and younger families

Also, students will bring
their friends when they are
doing the kinds of activities
that are helping them to
develop as persons. One
youth worker shared their
emphasis on understanding
personalities and giftedness
as being a very positive
experience for their teens.
Youth at Spry UMC York

In order for the

As you pray, listen for God’s
message, and share it with your
church leaders. Share it with me
– kshockley@susumc.org or 407276-5114. Every renewal of any
kind always starts with prayer and
recognizing the work of the Holy
Spirit among us. Let’s continue the
conversation as we look for ways to
actively support our youth workers
and our young people!
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Find out more about the Young People’s Ministry Council at igniteyoungpeople.org

T

he Matching Monday
Challenge is our most
important appeal of the year.
This year, the challenge was to
raise $40,000 for Camp and Retreat
Ministry. We are absolutely thrilled
to celebrate you, and share that you
have far surpassed that goal and
have currently raised $49,000 for
camps during this appeal!
As if that wasn’t impressive enough,
we know that some of you are
continuing Matching Monday in your
own ways. Churches in the Scranton
Wilkes-Barre and Williamsport
Districts, did you know you’ve been
challenged!? If you are a church
in one of these districts, check
with your district office to see how
you can continue to raise financial
support for these sacred spaces
through the Challenge your districts
have put out.
While the six weeks of the
Matching Monday Challenge may
be complete, you can always
support Camp and Retreat Ministry.
Your generosity in financial giving
remains a need. Donate Anytime!
Click here and select “2021 Camp
Comeback Campaign” on the
donation page. Any amount helps!

The Building the Beloved Community Fund
will help Susquehanna United Methodists:
• Resist racism
• Promote diversity
• Connect churches to their neighbors
• Support cross-racial appointments
• Build strong race relations

Do you prefer to donate with a
check? Make an off-line donation by
check payable to:

Projects by churches and conference organizations
will benefit from these funds.

Susquehanna Conference
c/o Camp & Retreat Ministry
303 Mulberry Drive
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
Memo line: “Matching Monday”

Please contribute to this Conference fund by giving through
your church. Designate your offering to “BBCF (9300).”

Thank you for your support!
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Together with God, we are transforming the world!

www.susumcamps.org

To learn more go to:

susumc.org/endracism

PHOTO BY SANDII PEIFFER

Left to right: Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, Rev. Daniel Wilt, Rev. Jason Schwartzman, Rev. David Layser, Rev. Kristopher Sledge, and
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi. View the Ordination Service at www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyG1NXxrB-I

Congratulations to our 2021 Class of Elders!
Daniel L. Wilt was born in Altoona, PA, attending Altoona High School, University of Valley Forge and Wesley
Theological Seminary. He was recommended for ministry
by Second Avenue UMC, Altoona. He currently serves as
pastor at St Paul’s UMC in Lewisburg in the Lewisburg
District. His favorite scripture is John 15:15. “My faith
begins and ends in relationship; rituals, traditions, songs,
services, buildings, and all that are insignificant if I don’t
remember the relationship.”
Jason M. Schwartzman was born in New York, New
York; attending St Raymond High School (Bronx NY),
Caldwell College, and United Theological Seminary. Jason
is married to Michelle and father to Dante and Jahnavi. He
was recommended for ministry by Aldersgate UMC in York.
He currently serves as pastor at Grace UMC, Lemoyne in
the Harrisburg District. His favorite scripture is John 10:10.
“This verse is an inspiration and a challenge to each of us
to embrace the full spectrum of human experience.”
David N. Layser was born in Harrisburg, PA., attending Hershey High School, Messiah College and Asbury
Theological Seminary. David is married to Emily and father

to Julia, Edison, Gideon, and Joel. He was recommended
for ministry by Fishburn UMC in Hershey. He currently is
pastor of Trinity UMC, Danville in the Lewisburg District.
His favorite scripture is John 15:5 “It reminds me that the
calling of discipleship and ministry—with all its adventures,
demands, and challenges—is most basically an invitation
to abide in an ever-deepening relationship with Jesus,
from which the good fruit of the Kingdom naturally grows.
When I am really living like this (and there are many times
I am not!), the pressure is off, life is abundant, and ministry
is good.”
Kristopher R. Sledge was born in Lewisburg, PA,
attending Selinsgrove High School, Messiah University
and Wesley Theological Seminary. Kris is married to
Hannah and father to Lydia. He was recommended for
ministry by Christ Community Church in Selinsgrove. He
currently serves as pastor at The Journey in the Harrisburg
District. His favorite scripture is from Romans 8:31. “In the
midst of one of the darkest experiences in my life, Romans
8:31 gave me the deep assurance that even in the midst of
trauma, God was present, caring, and indeed for me!”
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View the Ordination Service at www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyG1NXxrB-I

2020-2021 Retirees

Thank You
for your ministry
View the Retirement Service HERE

2020

Elizabeth Stutler

Margaret Allgeier

William Summerhill

Edward Alwine

James VanZandt

William Bair

Richard Waters

Anthony Brima

Andrew Weidner

David Dearing

Randen Wright

Richard DeMarte

Barbara Yorks

Richard Denison
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Clyde Deshong

2021

Linda Eckersley

Duane Bardo

Morris Ellenberger

Dianne Bentley

Jean Felty

David Brinker

Bruce Fensterbush

Peter Dittman

Jane Harrison

John Estes

Jennifer Heikes

R. Jeffrey Fisher

Deborah Heisley-Cato

Leslie Halchak

Fred Hickok

Franklin Hartzel

Stephanie Hixon

Troy Howell

Gail Kitchen

Peggy Jones

Helen Learn

Michael Koplitz

Linda Maifair

William McNeal

Christine Mastin

Roger Mentzer

Wanda Minnick

Franklin Miller

Dennis Otto

Lisa Mitchell

James Parker

Kathy Harvey Nelson

Douglas Pierce

Scott Ogden

Linda Renninger

S. David Simon

Val Rommel

Logan Swanger

John Schaefer

Robert Trego

Betty Secrest

Jeffrey Welsch

Harold Snyder

William Westbrook

James Speelman

Richard Williams

Eugene Sperazza

Roger Yoder

Roll of the Honored Dead
View the
Memorial Service
HERE

2019-2020
Clergy
Towanda L. Acey
Thomas E. Adams Jr.
Kathleen S. Benson
Michael S. Bequeath
Wilbur W. Black		
Ellen J. Evans		
J. Faust Hissong
Robert J. Kennedy
Debra A. Koretzky
John C. Loewen
Kenneth D. Loss
D. Goodloe Love, III
Larry K. Lutz		
Donald A. Misal		
L. Edwin Moore, Jr.
P. Dale Neufer
Thomas R. Osenbach
Robert H. Ransom
John L. Rauch		
Betty J. Reilly		
Byron L. Shafer-Stroud
Bradford B. Spangenberg
Derwood A. Strunk, Jr.
Oscar S. Wodrig
R. Bruce Woolever
Clergy Spouses
Shirley J. Adams
Margaret L. Arthur
Robin J. Bohanan
Musa L. Bovee		
Ruth M. Chase		
Evadna J. Cline		
Sherryl A. Cope		
Jeanne L. Davis		
Gladys M. Eichelberger
Mabel Gilliam		
E. Jane Goshorn
Carol N. Harrison
William G. Hunter
Ruby J. Jordan		
Joanne D. Richards
Marian M. Schell
Lois W. Treese		
Nancy Trostle		
Robert W. Wagner
Ruth C.G. Welliver
Martha G. Zanker

LINK articles can be viewed and shared from susquehannalink.blogspot.com

2020-2021
Clergy
Guy R. Baer
Barbara S. Berg
Richard L. Berg
Bradley A. Brown
William M. Brown
Emelia M. Burdick
Wesley R. Crompton
John J. Dromazos
Harry M. Eberly
Brian A. Fetterman
Michael R. Gardy
Bruce D. Gearhart
Fred C. Hickock
R. Wayne Hogue
Norma J. Kinard
Beverly A. Murphy
Craig A. Newton
Wayne L. Richards
Robert A. Rupp
Walter M. Schell
Thomas D. Schroeder
Lear E. Shambach
Thurston C. Shumway
M. Lynn Snyder
James C. Valentine
Dean Wilson
Randen N. Wright
Jay E. Zimmerman
Clergy Spouses
Eleanor G. Baer
Theda J. Brinker
Janet L. Cole
Brenda L. Coy
Ruth E. Dewalt
Betty B. Eberly
Dolores Meredith Gates
Millicent Ames-George
James E. Haas
Joan E. Jayne
Lois V. Kuhns
Eunice E. Lusk
Alda M. Marden
Violet A. Pellman
Patricia O. Sheaffer
Nancy A. Taylor
Leila C. Troup
Elizabeth V. Walker
Shirley F. Walker
Yvonne J. Winstead
Laity
Patrica W. Gensemer
Marjorie J. Kramer

“While the leader was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my
heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that
He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” — John Wesley, May 24, 1738
God calls us to tell our story so that
others may come to know Jesus
Christ. “Hearts Strangely Warmed”
was created to share these stories
about transformational encounters
with the Living God.

Rev. Jason Schwartzman
had been offered a chance to
pastor a church while I was a
youth director at Aldersgate United
Methodist Church in York. I flatly
refused. I wasn’t a pastor. I was a
youth director and I loved everything
about that job! I was happy there and
had no interest in being a pastor at
all! God was patient.

I

Circumstances changed and soon
my family discerned a call to be
missionaries in India. I wanted to
go there to help foster and build a
deep sense of community and care.
On September 12, 2011—24 hours
before our plane left New York City—
Michelle (my wife) and I were making
a last run or two to CVS and some
other places. We passed Otterbein
United Methodist Church in York. I
casually said to Michelle, “Now if I
was ever asked to be the pastor of
THAT church, I wouldn’t say no”. We

finished our errands and boarded our
plane the next afternoon. God was
patient.
I can fill pages about the incredible
and wonderful experiences we had
in India. The stories of those children
are forever etched in my heart and
in my mind. Their courage, their joy
and their SENSE OF COMMUNITY
changed my life. It wasn’t long before
I realized that I was the one who was
learning while I was in India. I was
learning that sense of community
that I longed for so deeply was very
present in that village and at that
school. And that’s what I longed to
bring home to the United States. God
was patient…and wise.
Upon our arrival back in the US,
the first few weeks were a blur! My
daughter was born just a few weeks
after we got back, there were a few
places of employment that I would
rather forget, but there was also a
life-changing phone call. “Jason, I
know you said no before…but I really
think that this church would be a
great match for you….” I sheepishly
responded “Okay, which church…?”
Wouldn’t you believe, it was Otterbein
UMC in York? God was patient.
God was wise. I couldn’t say no. I
promised I wouldn’t say no!

Once again, I could fill PAGES with
the joy that was becoming the pastor
of Otterbein Church in York (RIP). I
saw the sense of community that I
longed to experience actually come
to fruition in so many tangible ways at
Otterbein! The following appointments
have been equally as rewarding: East
End/Fairview UMCs in Altoona and
now Grace UMC in Lemoyne. It has
always been, and I imagine always
will be, my goal to make the church
a part of the community in deep and
meaningful ways. We, the church —
every church—exist for the people
who have not yet walked into our
doors and have not yet experienced a
life-changing relationship with Jesus
Christ. This work is worth giving my
life to! God was patient, even when
I wasn’t. God was wise, even when I
wasn’t.
I am honored to have been ordained
an elder in the United Methodist
Church. There are not enough pages
in The LINK to thank the people
that made this day possible. I am so
filled with gratitude and awe of the
tremendous churches I have had the
privilege of serving, my incredible
family who has supported every
step of this journey, and of course
the amazing grace of God, who was
patient.

		9

Called to Love
All God’s People
By Bishop Jane Allen Middleton (retired)

2021 Susquehanna Annual
Conference, June 19, 2021.

Juneteenth

tinyurl.com/y2havbdm (12:47-35:44)
Scriptures: 1 John 4:11-16,
19-21 and Luke 10:25-37

L

ove God with all your heart and
mind and soul and love your
neighbor as yourself. That is the
commandment which Jesus gives us.
He calls this the most important of all
commandments. It sounds so simple
but it isn’t because we humans, even
we who are good church people, are
very complex.
The neighbors Jesus tells us to
love refers to all people. So this
commandment sounds quite simple,
but [in addition to us being] really
complex, this word neighbor is allinclusive—everybody! Neighbors
really does means all, and some of
the neighbors we are called to love
are not the ones we want to love at
all.
Underlying all of scripture is the
fundamental truth of the power of
God’s love. God out of His infinite
love created the world and all that is
in it and called it good. Underlying
all of theology is God’s unconditional
love of all people. All means all
people.
Who are these people? That
troublesome neighbor? Yes. That
difficult father-in-law, parent, child?
Yes. The ‘never Trumper’ that drives
you nuts or the ‘Trumper’ that drives
you nuts? Yes. The homeless,
unkempt one with the sign “Will work
for food”? The arrogant millionaire?
The person who is constantly rude,
even cruel to you? Yes, yes, yes! All
10

are God’s beloved.
Love is so very basic. Love that a
child learns in the crib in a wondrous
cycle of love. The mother gazes at
her child and smiles. The baby smiles
in return awakening profound love
in the mother. She reaches for her
precious child and the child giggles,
the sound brings joy to the mother
who in turn embraces the child in
a warm embrace. It’s a cycle; love
is given, love is received, love is
returned.
This is the loving gaze that God gives
to every human being. We can love
because God first loved us. This is
our source, and when we can reach
into our hearts for that source our
capacity to love grows and grows.
That same love relationship happens
between people, or it can.
Mary Janecek was my classmate in
third through sixth grades. Her family
immigrated from Czechoslovakia
when she was eight because of
World War II. She really bugged
me. The truth is, I was very jealous
of her and I tried to make her life
miserable, and it may be that she
made mine miserable as well.
Everything changed in the sixth
grade. I don’t remember the details,
but I do remember as if it were
yesterday, that one day she invited
me to her house after school. It was
a beautiful spring day. We wandered
in the woods near her house, picking
beautiful wildflowers and rejoicing
in the warmth and loveliness of the
day, which was made more beautiful
because we were enjoying friendship.
Those years of hostility were
obliterated by the glory of mutual
friendship and yes, love. At the end
of the school year my family moved
away and I never saw her again, but
I’ve never forgotten the wonder of

that reconciliation and how it was so
much more fun than being enemies.
How do we do this? What is expected
of us? How do we love everyone?
When Jesus was asked who is my
neighbor, who is the one I should
love? He answered with a story. You
probably know this story by heart.
Perhaps not like the way I’m going
to tell it, but this may be how Jesus
would tell the story today...
A man was walking from Jerusalem
to Jericho when suddenly a band
of robbers attacked him and stole
everything he had and left him half
dead by the side of the road.
The first to come by was a pastor.
He may have been a United
Methodist. He saw this poor man
but the man looked almost dead,
beyond help and he walked on by.
The second to come along may
have also been a pastor, maybe an
evangelical or Roman Catholic who
also saw the terrible state he was in
and kept walking.
And then a third came down the
road. Who was he? We’re told he
was a Samaritan. Today, perhaps
a Hindu from India. Or Black. Or
even an apparent recovering drug
addict. Maybe he was Jewish, from
Brooklyn. He was the ‘other’. And
he immediately gave this wounded,
suffering stranger his own garment,
bound his wounds as best he could.

And took him to a hospital telling
them he would pay for everything
and would check on him when he
returned from his trip.
Well, that’s not exactly what the bible
says but you get the picture.
Over and over the stories Jesus tells
reach across societal and prejudicial
boundaries and the mighty are struck
low and the lowly are lifted up. The
heroes of his stories are the tax
collector, the woman with an issue
of blood, the poor widow, the leper,
the Samaritan woman. He turns the
values of the world upside down and
challenges us to do so today. But it’s
hard. We are so much a product of
our prejudices and assumptions.
I’m reminded of a time when our
grandson Anthony was about nine
years old and we were spending the
day in New York City. As we were
walking down the street I saw a man I
recognized. I said as we approached
him, “I know that man.” It happened
that the church which I pastored
at the time had a ministry called
Midnight Run. About once a month
we would take a van into New York
City, arriving about midnight, and we
would spend the night distributing
soup, beverages, bag lunches,
clothing and blankets. This man
was frequently one of the people we
encountered. Truthfully, I was actually
trying to impress my grandson,
but as we walked by I said nothing
and I assume he didn’t recognize
me. Anthony said with a puzzled
expression, “Why didn’t he say
hello?” I felt a huge pang of guilt. Why
didn’t I even say hello? He wasn’t
my friend and [I’d treated him like] an
object, as one-among-many receiving
my benevolence at 62nd and Park. I
didn’t love him.
The kind of love Jesus is calling for
is a profound love in which the Christ
in me sees the Christ in the other—
every other.
The power of love Christ requires
of us is its all-inclusiveness. The
most impossible reality of that love
is its all-inclusiveness. How can
we love, knowing our own frailties?
We cannot love in this radically
inclusive way through our own power.
Only by surrendering our will, our

idiosyncracies, our dysfunction,
and our prejudices to God can
we even begin to love with radical
inclusiveness. Perhaps—even
most important—if we can accept
with every part of our being that we
ourselves are unconditionally loved
by God, perhaps then we can truly
love.
For those of us in the white majority,
the commandment of Jesus to love
becomes much more specific. And
it is more of a challenge as we face
the reality that this wondrous nation
of many peoples is a nation of
immigrants, except for native peoples
and blacks who came as slaves,
representing almost the entire human
spectrum.
And we are called to love all, people
of every race and creed.
Love is a verb. It is a decision, a
practice. Do it until you believe it.
Jesus calls us to a better way, The
way of truly seeing one another
as sisters and brothers, the way of
infinite love.
Jesus calls us to understand that
when one suffers we all suffer.
One hundred years ago, in Tulsa
Oklahoma, racial hatred resulted
in the deaths of some 300 people
and the destruction of an entire
community of people whose only
crime was to be born black. Jack
grew up in Tulsa and had never even
heard of the Tulsa Race Massacre.
The horrendous acts of May 31 and
June 1, 1921, not only destroyed
a whole community but these acts
destroyed the future for hundreds.
This truth struck me profoundly
because our parents come from
there. When the massacre occurred,
Jack’s father who was born in Tulsa
was four. My father who was born
in nearby Muskogee was seven.
Our mothers were both three years
old. None of them were children of
college graduates, but in spite of poor
beginnings they accomplished a lot in
their lives.
In contrast, many other three, four
and seven year olds were also living
in Tulsa at that same time. They
were among approximately 13,000
people who lived in the Greenwood

neighborhood of Tulsa. It was a
thriving community with many college
graduates, doctors, pastors, teachers,
financiers, as well as many large and
small business owners. Their children
could look forward to a very bright
future. This community had only one
very huge problem. The citizens of
this very successful, thriving part of
Tulsa were black.
The whole area of Greenwood was
burned [by white rioters] overnight
leaving some 10,000 people
homeless. Details are still unknown
but it is estimated that from 300
to 3000 were killed, wounded,
or missing. Most of the area was
destroyed by fire including over 600
businesses.
All of this was stolen by hatred. But
more than that, those three, four, and
seven-year-olds, along with hundreds
of other surviving children, lost their
future.
In her book Caste, Isabel Wilkerson
compares the 400 years of blacks
in the United States to the caste
systems in India and Nazi Germany.
She writes that the creation of a
caste system happens when one
group stigmatizes another and
dehumanizes them in order to justify
a system of perpetual domination. A
caste system, according to Wilkerson
sets the presumed supremacy of one
group against the presumed inferiority
of other groups on the basis of
ancestry and often immutable traits.
Jesus invites us to live into a beloved
community which destroys these
systems and replaces them with
justice and love.
Howard Thurman, the great African
American scholar and pastor of
Boston School of Theology, said,
“When I have lost harmony with
another, my whole life is thrown out
of tune. God tends to be remote and
far away when a desert and sea
appear between me and another. I
draw close to God as I draw close to
my fellow people. The great incentive
remains ever alert; I cannot be at
peace without God, and I cannot
be truly aware of God if I am not at
peace with my fellow people.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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Connecting With Your Community
someone who cares. They want to connect, talk, and find
meaning and purpose in their lives.
Philippians 4:19 says, “My God shall supply all your need
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” This verse
reveals that our God is an abundantly loving, caring, and
giving. When we keep our eyes focused on Him, He will
work in our lives and communities and give us opportunities
to meet every need. He will supply us with the ability to
be a caring, Christian presence to someone in need. And,
according to the numbers, all we need to do is reach out.
So, who are those people in our neighborhoods? And, how
can we identify their needs?

A UMNS PHOTO BY MIKE DUBOSE
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rowing up, I spent many hours watching Mister
Rogers’ Neighborhood and learning life lessons
that have formed who I am today. Fred Rogers was
a pastor and, through his ministry and television show, he
emphasized the importance of kindness, community, and
friendship.
He once said, ““All of us, at some time or other, need help.
Whether we’re giving or receiving help, each one of us has
something valuable to bring to this world. That’s one of
the things that connects us as neighbors—in our own way,
each one of us is a giver and a receiver.”
When we think of disasters, what comes to mind?
Hurricanes…Flooding…Wildfires…Earthquakes? Have
we considered the homeless, the hungry, single parents,
seniors, or that forgotten population between 18 and
twenty-something? While the needs of survivors of the
former certainly should occupy our thoughts, prayers, and
actions, the latter also suffer. They are our neighbors and
friends. They live in our communities. They have needs!
And, while it is not about the numbers, research confirms
this. Fifty seven percent of Americans surveyed indicated
they only know some of their neighbors. Sixty nine percent
of 13 to 25 year olds say they have three or four meaningful
interactions within a day. Forty percent say they have no
one to talk to and that no one really knows them well.

The Disaster Response Ministry offers the Connecting
Neighbors program, which provides church leaders, laity,
and congregations with ideas about how to do mission in
our own back yards. Equipping Vital Congregations offers
the Mission Insite program that can help congregations
identify those areas of need within our community. Using
these resources will help us to learn more about our
communities. Through these programs, we can discover
new, tangible ministry areas where we can connect and
engage with them.
As your congregation works to identify opportunities and
develop a plan, consider Mister Rogers’ advice.
“What really matters is helping others win, too, even if it
means slowing down and changing our course now and
then.”
Ephesians 4 tells us we have all been equipped “for
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built
up.” Everyone has something they can contribute. And,
by keeping our focus on God, prayerfully considering the
needs of our community, and acting on the opportunities
He provides, we can meet the needs of our neighbors and
build the kingdom of God.
For additional information on these programs:
Connecting Neighbors – Visit the Disaster Response
Ministry webpage at www.susmb.org/drm and click on the
Connecting Neighbors Training link under Resources.
Mission Insite – Visit the Equipping Vital Congregations
webpage at www.susumc.org/evc-mission-insite

Our younger population is suffering as well. One in four
young people say they have one or fewer adults in their
lives they can turn to if they need to talk. Twenty-four
percent of young people indicated they have no adult
mentors and feel like their life has no meaning or purpose.
In a world so fraught over the impact of a pandemic,
troubled by social and political discord, and divided
by racial and social injustice, there are people in our
communities who are hurting, lonely, and in search of
12

Find out more at susmb.org/drm

Douglas Hoy
Disaster Response Coordinator
717-766-7441, ext. 3402
drc@susumc.org

Your Neighbors
Need Your Help
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:2

S

ince recent hurricanes and storms passed through
the east coast, your neighbors and friends have
been working to address the destruction that has
been left behind. Many are cleaning out flooded, wet
basements, removing debris from their properties, and
making necessary repairs to their walls and roofs. And,
they need your help.
In Galatians 6, we are called to share one another’s
burdens. And, as you can imagine, recovering from
a disaster can be accompanied by some very heavy
burdens. Are you called to be the “hands and feet” of
Jesus? Do you have the gifts to be a caring, Christian
presence in the lives of those who are struggling to
address their disaster needs? In scripture, Jesus offers
rest to those who labor and are burdened. Can you
carry your neighbor’s burdens and provide them with
an opportunity for respite? Matthew 11:28-30 also tells
us that we are to take up the yoke of Jesus, one that is
easy and light. Consider becoming yoked with Jesus and
one another to lighten the load of your neighbors. And,
as you do, know you will “fulfill the law of Christ.”
The Disaster Response Ministry has been awarded
an UMCOR Solidarity Grant to assist in the disaster
relief efforts taking place within the Annual Conference.
In addition to the need for volunteers, there is also a
need for local coordinators to assist with organizing the
effort and working with other organizations to provide for
community needs.

Williamsport District
The community of Knoxville (Tioga County) is struggling
to recover from flooding left behind by Hurricane Henri.
Many households have reported some kind of damage
and indicated they have a need for help. The Knoxville
UMC sustained a flooded basement that damaged
everything and the church was without gas and electric
service for some time.

York District
Communities throughout York County are working to
recover from Tropical Storm Fred and Hurricane Ida.
Efforts to provide assistance to nearly 500 households
are ongoing. Work includes mucking out basements,
clearing outside debris, assessing and tarping roofs,
mitigating mold, removing drywall, and beginning the
rebuilding process.
If you are interested in helping your neighbors in
their time of need, please contact the Conference
Disaster Response Coordinator, Douglas Hoy, at
drc@susumc.org or call 717-766-7441, ext. 3402.

Conference Staff Changes
ev. Greg Myers officially retired as one of the two
clergy assistants in the Episcopal Office. Greg
served with distinction for 10 years as a clergy
assistant. His last day in the office was October 27. We
owe Greg a great debt of gratitude for all his faithful
service – especially these last ten years! Thank you,
Greg!

R

Rev. Tom Salsgiver will continue as the clergy assistant
assuming some of Greg’s portfolio. In addition to Tom’s
current portfolio, he will manage the process regarding
extension Ministries, clergy retirements, and support
regarding the death of a pastor and/or spouse.
In consultation with the Executive Committee of the
Board of Ordained Ministry, Bishops Moore-Koikoi and
Steiner Ball are reworking the functions of Local Pastor
Records, Clergy records, background checks, and clergy
files.
The Bishops along with the Executive Committee of
BOOM are pleased that Rev. Marian Hartman has
agreed to provide ongoing interim staffing support for
new candidates for ministry, ongoing clergy candidates,
and Licensed Local Pastors. Marian will work with
DCOM’s in keeping accurate and up-to- date records as
well as track the educational process of the candidates.
She will also manage and prepare the Clergy Report. In
addition, Marian will work also care for the background
checks for ministry candidates. Marian has served in
many capacities in our conference including Chair of
BOOM and District Superintendent.
This interim position will allow the Bishops, in working
with BOOM, to evaluate and provide the best support for
ministry candidates and person in the process toward
ministry. This interim position will also provide time to
continue to look at the staffing structure for this position
as well as other positions within the Conference Office.

Bishop Moore-Koikoi
Discusses Inclusion
In a recent episode of the “Meet in the
Middle” podcast, the Rev. Zayzay Kpadeh
speaks with Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi
about diversity and inclusion. “Meet in
the Middle” is a weekly podcast from
the WPA Conference’s anti-racism team
that engages a broad range of topics
to promote civil discourse for greater
understanding, relationship building, and
common good. LISTEN TO PODCAST
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Remembering Our Heritage
DR. MILTON LOYER, Conference Archivist

November – 100 years ago.
On November 2, 1921, the Methodist congregation in Laporte,
Sullivan County, purchased the Baptist church building on
Main and Beech Streets and re-named it the “Maude D. Eddy
Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church” as shown on the
cornerstone. The first Methodist church building in Laporte,
dedicated in 1874, had been open to all Protestant faiths,
including the Baptists. In 1897 the Baptists erected their own
church building. By 1921 the Methodist building was no longer
adequate, while the Baptist congregation had declined to the
point that their building was now a burden. The Methodists
purchased the property for $700, the Eddy family donating
$400 of that amount with the understanding that the church
be named for the saintly Maude D. Eddy (1865-1915). The
original Methodist building was purchased by the borough of
Laporte for use as a community hall.
Established by circuit riders of the Genesee Conference in
1826, Laporte has had the following conference placements:
1826-46
1846-57
1857-60
1860-64

Genesee Conference
Baltimore Conference
East Baltimore Conference
East Genesee Conference

find us on
www.facebook.com/susumc

1864-69
1869-

East Baltimore Conference
Central PA/Susquehanna Conference

December – 50 years ago
December 31, 1971, marked then end of the Quincy Home
Press (formerly the Quincy Orphanage Press) – which had
been a staple of the site since 1925. In that year a press was
added to the orphanage school, and it became an integral
part of the industrial building. Children of the orphanage
received vocational training, and the press was soon printing
the annual reports of the Orphanage and Home – as well as
envelopes and bulletins for nearby congregations.
In 1930, a government contract for printing postal supplies
was secured. Soon hardbound books were being printed
for a wide variety of clients. A linotype machine was added
in 1948, and the department ultimately came to show a
comfortable margin of profit. But as the public schools took
over the academic and vocational training of the children, the
printing ministry had outlived its usefulness and ceased when
long-time supervisor Lloyd F. Bender retired at the end of
December after 47 years of faithful service.

Advent 2021 - Worship Resource
REIMAGINE ADVENT.
DISCOVER THE LIBERATING CHRIST.
If Jesus’ birth were
happening today, and if
Jesus were preaching that
we should love and welcome
refugees, or join the cry
for racial justice for Black,
Indigenous, and People of
Color, or to provide universal
healthcare for all, where
would you stand? Are we
willing to rethink Advent
and reach out to the Jesus
of the refugees, the poor,
and the marginalized, so
that we may finally walk in
the Light of Christ? Are we
ready to examine this story
of our faith in new ways and
respond to God’s call for justice and joy, even if we are called to
make significant changes in the ways we pray, love, give, speak out
and act?

We’re using social media to engage and equip
the local church in making disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.
Check us out on Facebook for the latest news,
resources, classifieds, events, and more ...
14

The General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR) offers
these worship resources to help pastors, preachers, Christian
educators, and worship leaders guide your congregation or faith
group through the time of reflection, anticipation, renewal, and joy
that is the gift of the Advent Season.
Note: This is a digital product. Click HERE to find out more.

Advent is Just Around the Corner

Discovery Place is ready to meet your needs for resources for small groups or Sunday School classes. The first Sunday of Advent
is Thanksgiving weekend, so start thinking now about a study for Advent! Order early to avoid disappointment, as quantities are
limited. Choose from the following titles:
Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of
Christmas, by Adam Hamilton (2020). Jesus was
known by many other names throughout his life.
Learn the meaning behind the names of Christ
and the difference He makes in our lives this
Christmas. 4 sessions. (Also available – study
books for Children and Youth.)
The Gift of the Nutcracker, by Matt Rawle
(2018). Rawle looks at this Christmas classic in
a new way: through the lens of faith. He uses the
iconic tale to help us understand God’s greatest
gift of the Christ child and of the kingdom Christ
came to build. 4 sessions. (Also available – study
books for Children and Youth.)
The Case for Christmas: Evidence for the
Identity of Jesus, by Lee Strobel (2018). Strobel
reveals what he discovered as he sought to
separate the holiday from the holy day, the facts
from the fantasy, and the truth from the tradition.
You will learn what the Bible says about Jesus’
birth and how you can know it is accurate. 4
sessions.
Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of
Joseph, by Adam Hamilton (2017). As the earthly
father of Jesus, Joseph’s place in the Nativity
story is sometimes overlooked, but contains
valuable lessons for all of us. 4 sessions. (Also
available – study books for Children and Youth
and a large-print book.)
The Redemption of Scrooge, by Matt Rawle
(2016). Based on Charles Dickens’ A Christmas
Carol, this study explores the world of Ebenezer
Scrooge, Tiny Tim, and the Cratchits, with an eye
to Christian faith. Along the way we will meet the
Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and Yet to
Come and learn about living with and for others
in a world blessed by Jesus. 4 sessions. (Also
available – study book for Youth.)
Because of Bethlehem, by Max Lucado (2016).
In this Bible study, Lucado explores how the One
who made everything chose to make Himself
nothing and come into our world. Jesus’ birth
gives us the promise that God is always near us,
always for us, and always with us. 4 sessions.

Who Needs Christmas, by Andy Stanley (2019).
The remarkable details of the Christmas story are
what make it so believable. And Andy Stanley tells
us why, after so many years, it took something
unexpected to get people’s attention. 4 sessions.
Christmas Gifts That Won’t Break, by James
Moore (2017). As we journey through Advent, we
reflect on the unbreakable gifts God has given us:
hope, love, joy, and peace…and of course the
greatest gift of all: Jesus. 5 sessions.
Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam, by
James Moore (2015). This study explores how
God comes to us in the midst of chaos and how
we can be light that the world seeks, especially
during the Christmas Season. Bethlehem or
bedlam…which will you choose this year? 5
sessions.
The General Commission on Religion and Race
(GCORR) has published a challenging on-line
resource for Advent called Reimagine Advent.
Discover the Liberating Christ. See the ad
on page 14, or go to www.r2hub.org/premiumresources/p/advent2021 for more information.
Find more complete descriptions of Discovery
Place resources at www.discovery-place.org.
Click on ONLINE CATALOG and search by title, or use the
“Advanced search” (subject: Christmas/Advent) to see a
complete listing of all Advent resources we offer. Place an
order directly from the catalog, call us at 717-766-7968, or
e-mail discovery@susumc.org.
God’s blessings to you as we celebrate the upcoming seasons
of thankfulness, joy, and hope!
Serving Christ with you,
Joni Robison

Susquehanna Conference

303 Mulberry Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

717-766-7968
e-mail discovery@susumc.org
web www.discovery-place.org
Open 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Mon, Wed, Fri.

JONI ROBISON

Find free spiritual growth resources for your church at www.discovery-place.org
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Breathing Room
An Advent Day Apart
For Laity

Mt. Asbury Christmas
Work Day
November 13, 2021
See information at right

Silence at Advent
November 19-20, 2021
The Center for Spiritual Formation
See information below
tinyurl.com/75et4f6f

World Hunger Sunday
November 21, 2021
See page 17
www.susmb/world-hunger/

United Methodist
Student Sunday
November 28, 2021
See page 18
website

Mt. Asbury Christmas
Light Show
November 26 - December 19
6-9pm Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays
See information at right
Facebook Page

Saturday, December 4
10am-3pm
Advent is a season of high
expectations - our own, our family’s,
our congregation’s. In reality, it can
be a time of both joy and sorrow,
peace and stress. Take time out at
the beginning of this season to step
away, be with what is, and clarify
your intentions for the season.
Come as you are, take a breath
and let God meet you where you
are. Gather at Sky Lake Camp and
Retreat Center in Windsor, New York
for a time of worship, individual and
group reflection and conversation,
and sharing of a hot meal.
Cost is $30 (hot meal included)
COVID Safety
Sky Lake requires everyone must
show proof of vaccination or negative
results from a professional COVID
test within 36 hours of their arrival
to the retreat. Masking will also be
required at all times (aside from
eating) while in shared indoor
spaces.
For questions or accessibility
requests or to reserve a room to
stay at Sky Lake the night before or
after the retreat contact the Sky Lake
office at 607-467-2750.
Register at: skylake.
campbrainregistration.com/

Silence at Advent: Preparation for His Coming

Saturday, November 13
9am - 3pm
It is starting to look like Christmas
as we prepare for our 2nd annual
Christmas Light Show, but there is
much more to do. Volunteer at Mount
Asbury to set up Christmas light
displays, trim the trail, and string
lights. We’ll provide lunch! We will
follow safe and social distancing
practices with all volunteers. Contact
mountasbury@susumc.org to sign
up for November 13, or to make
arrangements for helping out at
another time. Ages 8+ welcome.

Mt. Asbury
Christmas Light Show
November 26 - December 19
Fridays, Saturdays, & Sundays
6-9pm
Experience the story of the Birth of
Jesus in a unique way! Bring your
family, youth group, friends, and
neighbors to enjoy thousands of lights
as you drive ¾ of a mile through the
main site and forest of Mount Asbury
Retreat Center. See the angels
as they talk to Mary, Joseph and
Shepherds. Follow the Star to the
Manger. No registration necessary.
Volunteer During The Event
If you love to spread holiday cheer,
come be part of the Light Show Crew.
We are looking for volunteers during
the event to guide cars, welcome
guests, and sell goodies. Volunteer
times are 5-9:30 pm day of the event.
Contact us today at mountasbury@
susumc.org to sign-up yourself, your
family, friends, or group.
Find out more HERE.

November 19-20, 2021

Donate Christmas Lights

The Center for Spiritual Formation at Orchard Hill
Rev. Debbie Heisley-Cato facilitating

We continue to need strands of new
or gently used LED Christmas lights.
Donations can be made in-kind or
by gift card. Drop your donations off
at any one of the camp and retreat
centers. Want to donate something
other than lights? Check out our
Amazon Wish List made specifically
for this event!

Step away from the world’s preparation for a worldly holiday. Put Christ at the
center of your Christmas from the beginning of the season with a time of solitude
and centering on the meaning and message of a Messiah who comes to us and is
with us. Click here for more information. Registration closes November 5, 2021.
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Mt. Asbury
Christmas Work Day

www.susmb.org/world-hunger/

Thanksgiving
I give thanks to you, my Lord, my God, with all my
heart, and I will glorify your name forever
Psalm 86:12 CEB
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Missionary Covenant Support

Called to Love All God’s People

By Rebecca (Becky) Parsons, Missionary Serving as Mission Advocate in the NEJ

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

C

The words of first John remind us that the source of
this love is God in Christ Jesus. We can’t do this by our
own power but by God’s gift. It’s a wondrous circle of
love. “If we love each other, God remains perfect in us.”
(1 John 4:12) Only by God’s grace can we even hope
to live a life of love. The proof of our capacity to love is
in our relationships with the near one and the far one,
with those closest to us as well as those who are unlike
us, our opposites. “If anyone says I love God and hates
their brother or sister he or she is a liar.” (1 John 4:20)
We must love with every fiber of our being. We must
love because God first loved us. How can we do this? By
allowing the Christ in me, to recognize the Christ in you.

hurches are learning so much about who they
are as Christ’s disciples in these 20 months into
living in a pandemic: grief sharing, community
connections, healthy relationships, technology, and how
the holy spirit calls us even deeper into connection with
one another in new ways.
One connection point in the United Methodist Church is
to our 220 Missionaries in 60 countries. Local churches
and individuals covenant with a missionary; covenants
are statements of relationship and financial commitment:
mutual care and witnesses to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Christ calls us to love one another in our local community
and around the world. The around-the-world part is made
possible by the work of missionaries serving in the local
communities all over the world.
Covenants take what we treasure most: compassion,
justice and peace and transform it into acts of love in
missions, where we can join into the activity of the holy
spirit through our prayers, presence, gifts, service and
witness.

All things are possible through Jesus Christ who loves
us. With this love in our hearts, anything is possible.
Can we be God’s beloved community? May it be so.

What do you treasure most? How are you sharing it?
You treasure your time? Have you spent some of that
time in prayer for Rev. Andrew Lee as Andrew coordinates
the church activities of the UMC in Cambodia.
Or have you covenanted with Temba Nkomozepi at Mujila
Falls Zambia, where it is so remote that it takes the ‘call
to serve unto the ends of the Earth’ past that! Temba
is an agriculturalist who attended Africa University—a
world class university sponsored by a portion of every
apportionment dollar you send to the global church.
Have you and your church been on a virtual Volunteer in
Mission journey with Nan McCurdy and Miguel Mairena?
Nothing will separate us from the love of God who calls
us to love one another, and you don’t even have to leave
your home to build relationships with people in Christian
communities and learn how the holy spirit is transforming
lives. Gather a group and visit your favorite missionary
and the community they serve!
This year, your church can make a covenant with, pray
for, and support our 220 missionaries serving in 60
countries sharing the good news, inviting all to warm
themselves in the light of Christ, and transforming the
world for the ‘Kin-dom’ of God. This advent season, as we
prepare for Jesus coming into the world, consider inviting
families, your congregation, or individuals to support a
missionary. You’ll be glad you did.
The Conference Secretary of Global Ministries or I
can help you navigate choosing a missionary. Contact
me, Rebecca Parsons, Missionary Serving as Mission
Advocate with the Northeastern Jourisdiction at 540-3147911 or rparsons@umcmission.org.
May God’s peace strengthen you on this journey of love.

As the year draws to a close, we look for ways
to provide the basic human needs to the most
vulnerable populations. Local churches and laity
are invited to join in fulfilling these needs by giving
love, joy, hope, and peace to Global Ministries’
end-of-year campaign. Between November 1 and
December 31, churches will have the opportunity
to participate in the transformational missional work
The Advance network provides and discover how
financial gifts made through The Advance network
impact lives with their congregations.

District Offices
Altoona District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Dr. Joleen Willis
jwillis@susumc.org
Kathy Palmer
altoona@susumc.org
814-693-9220
1381 Plank Rd., Suite 104
Duncansville, PA 16635-8458

Mrs. Elizabeth L. Jones of Cape
Coral Fla., widow of Pastor William
D. Jones, died Wednesday, June 30,
2021 at Health Park Hope Hospice,
Fort Myers Fla. Among her survivors
is her son, Pastor Bruce M. Levy.
Obituary

Harrisburg District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Barry Robison
brobison@susumc.org
Sheila Noss
harrisburg@susumc.org
717-766-8124
303 Mulberry Dr., Suite 200
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3198

Rev. Charles L. Kind of Millsboro
Del., Retired Elder, died Wednesday,
October 13, 2021. Among his
survivors are his wife, Nessie Kind,
and daughter, Rev. Dr. Kathleen L.
Kind. Obituary

Lewisburg District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Dr. Gary Weaver
gweaver@susumc.org
Debbie Ackley
lewisburg@susumc.org
570-523-9592
31 Baylor Blvd
Lewisburg, PA 17837-9203

Mrs. Marna M. Neufer of Decatur
Ga., widow of Rev. L. Paul Neufer,
died Friday, September 17, 2021.

Scranton Wilkes-Barre District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Judy Walker
jwalker@susumc.org
Krissie McDermott
scrantonwilkesbarre@susumc.org
570-901-1569
40 Knob Hill Rd.
Trucksville, PA 18708

State College District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Brenda Leigey
bleigey@susumc.org
Helen Meyer
statecollege@susumc.org
814-237-4365
1200 Haymaker Rd.
State College, PA 16801-6943

SUBSCRIBE!
Susquehanna LINK can be
delivered directly to your
email inbox. Simply send
your email address to
link@susumc.org with
“LINK Subscription” in the
subject line.

Williamsport District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Dr. Paul Amara
pamara@susumc.org
Jill Johnston
williamsport@susumc.org
570-323-7452
2420 Nottingham Rd.
Williamsport, PA 17701-4057

York District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Cathy Boileau
cboileau@susumc.org
Autumn Christine
york@susumc.org
717-755-8863
1910 Kenneth Rd., Suite D
York, PA 17404

Mrs. Bobbi Pannebaker of Bigler
Pa., spouse of Pastor Clare L.
Pannebaker, died Thursday, October
28, 2021. Obituary
Mrs. Sarah E. “Sallie” Swenson of
Altoona Pa., Certified Lay Minister
serving at the Altoona Fairview
Mardorf charge of Fairview and
Mardorf United Methodist Churches,
died Sunday, October 17, 2021.
Among her survivors is her husband,
Rev. Charles J. Swenson. Obituary
Rev. Clair R. Troutman of
McAlisterville Pa., Retired Elder,
died Monday, October 18, 2021,
at Geisinger Lewistown Hospital.
Obituary

Oberammergau & Alpine Odyssey Tour
September 2022
Join Bishop Moore-Koikoi for 9 days in Germany and Austria and rest well
in your quaint and intimate inn located in the scenic Stubai Valley. You’ll
explore Innsbruck, local churches and castles, Salzburg, have the opportunity
to see the Oberammergau Passion Play, and spend some free time to
wander through the quaint villages and beautiful landscapes. Prices start at
$4,846* from Washington DC, $4,946* from Cleveland, OH, or $4,896* from
Pittsburgh, PA departing on September 19, 2022.
*Find out more at tinyurl.com/jb8wz5ju

		19

An understanding mind
gains knowledge;
the ear of the wise
seeks knowledge.

UNITED
METHODIST
STUDENT November 28, 2021
DAY
Proverbs 18:15, Ceb

Your generous gift today enriches ministry and connects
students to their faith.

Please make check payable to your local church or give online at UMC.org/SSGive.
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