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May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in God,
so that we may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
(Romans 15:13)
With You in Christ’s Ministry, Bishop Jeremiah J. Park

Connecting Ministries

Blown Away by Pentecost

REV. VICTORIA REBECK
Director of Connecting Ministries

N

ow that Easter has revived our
gratitude for new life, what do we
do with this great gift?
Pentecost tells us. We take the power
of the Holy Spirit and follow God’s
lead—even if we do not know where
she leads us.
Looking back on it, from the
perspective of 2,000 years later,
the church’s first Pentecost seems
exciting. Tongues of flame landing
on everyone! They can preach
in languages they never learned!
What a glorious sending of Christ’s
followers into the world.
When I think about this story,
however, I imagine that the incident
could have been scary. We’re
sitting indoors and a violent wind
blows through the room? Close the
windows! Flames on the top of our
heads? Get a bucket of water! I just
hope the doors open outward so we
can make a run for it.
As frightening as this may have been,
we’ve learned from the Bible that God
does some of God’s best work when
our world is shaken up.
We’ve been in a year of disruption
together. We’ve had to quickly
change to a more constricted life. The
end is not actually in sight. Yet God
still gives us the power of the Holy
Spirit and expects us to reach the
world.
It’s a holy disruption, however. It’s
opened up new spaces for the wind
of the Holy Spirit pass through.
As difficult as this time has been for
us, it’s been more challenging for
others.

Rev. Victoria Rebeck (left) and her friend Jerioth Gichigi, a United Methodist Deacon
from Kenya.
Though Kenya’s economy is one
of the most developed in eastern
and central Africa, about a third
of Kenyans live below the poverty
line. The internet is not universally
accessible. COVID-19 seemed to be
easing at the beginning of this year,
but now infections are rising again,
and people are limited to their homes.
Church buildings are closed, and no
one knows when they might reopen.
While we begrudgingly rough it with
on-line worship, that luxury is not
available to them.
“But we are trusting,” Jerioth says.
And they are.
Before this, however, a great
windstorm had come through their
town and demolished the building
of her congregation, the First United
Methodist Church of Moheto.
A wind that destroys church buildings
is but a puff compared to the Holy
Spirit. Drawing on donations from
United Methodists from other parts
of the world, she and the church

members are buying stones to
reconstruct their church building.
They have faith that God continues to
work with and through them. Neither
pandemics nor storms can separate
them from the love of God in Jesus
Christ.
Their lives are severely upended,
though they were already precarious.
But they have the Holy Spirit, and
that gives them the power to spread
Christ’s love, in any situation.
Pentecost reminds us that God often
uses disruption to clear the way for
something new. That is what it takes
sometimes: the familiar to which
we cling is swept away, making us
available for something else. God
was starting something new.
Our Kenyan United Methodist
brothers and sisters know that God
is empowering them to do something
new. Let’s welcome the Spirit to
blow away the old so that we can
share God’s love in ways we never
imagined.

Last month I received a text from
my friend the Rev. Jerioth Gichigi,
who is a United Methodist deacon
from Kenya. (Texting is one of their
affordable forms of communication.)
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Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders
A Great Collaboration is Bringing Summer Camp Back for 2021!!
REV. KEVIN WITT
Director of Growing Spiritual Transformational Leaders

M

eister Eckhart, renowned 14th
Century Christian teacher, said
“If the only prayer you ever say in
your entire life is thank you, it will
be enough.” The spiritual practice
of gratitude notices the good, trusts
in God’s love, and participates in
new possibilities. 1 Thessalonians
5:16-19 offers some counter
intuitive wisdom encouraging us to
rejoice, pray, and give thanks in all
circumstances (not necessarily for
all circumstances). Thanksgiving
helps us avoid quenching the Spirit’s
work within and among us.
Camp and Retreat Ministry
noticed something amid the mass
cancellations due to COVID, the
financial hardship, furloughing of
staff, and the illness and suffering
many of our camper families and
local churches went through. Amid all
that struggle, an outpouring of love
and stunning generosity emerged.
We see the good and thank God
for YOU!
You turned a time of hardship
into a fountain of blessing. Many
individuals and congregations
stepped up as donor partners and
volunteers to create a different
outcome by contributing to the
vitality of our 5 Camp and Retreat
Centers. You make it possible to
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offer sacred spaces and experiences
that transform so many lives. People
need faith journeys in community
that become milestones of inspiration
in their life with Jesus. In 2020, you
provided over $170,000 in gifts for
the Camp Comeback Campaign,
scholarships, and much needed
projects. In addition, thousands
of volunteer hours improved the
centers. Your generosity makes all
the difference for those served by
a ministry we all have a part in as
United Methodists across Central PA.
Summer Camp is coming back in
2021 with your help! We thank the
many volunteers who will play pivotal
roles as leaders with the campers
this summer. They are now preparing
diligently along with the Center staff.
Pray for all those who will live the way
of love as Christian mentors for the
children, youth and families attending
this summer. It will be a more
complex and demanding summer
due to additional health protocols.
At the same time, it promises to be
one of the most meaningful summers
ever for campers who really need to
connect with God and each other as
they grow in discipleship. Children
and youth long to regain a sense
of adventure, joy, and fun, which
camp also offers in a big way. For
information on Summer Camp in
2021 and to register go to: www.
susumcamps.org

Donor support is crucial again
this year! We deeply appreciate
every gift you will give to the 2021
Camp Comeback Campaign, and
we want to be sure you realize how
much it is needed. Almost all groups
canceled again this Spring due to
COVID restrictions and concerns.
Summer camp will operate at ½ of
our normal capacity this summer. We
will need to bring additional staff back
on for the summer, but our revenue
will be much less than normal.
Outdoor canopies will need to be
purchased so groups can spread out,
food service operations will be more
costly in providing meals differently,
more equipment will be required,
etc. Families where parents have
been furloughed or lost jobs will need
scholarship help from all of us who
can give. Together we can reach the
$100,000 goal for 2021.
Give On-line: www.susumcamps.org
and click on the donate button in the
upper right corner.
Donate by Check: Make payable to
“The Susquehanna Conference UMC”
and on the description line indicate
Camp and Retreat Ministry. Send to:
SUS Camp and Retreat Ministry, 303
Mulberry Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA
17050.
Thank you Everyone! We cherish
being in ministry with you!

The College of Bishops Northeastern Jurisdiction
To the United Methodists of the Northeastern Jurisdiction from the College of Bishops of the Northeastern Jurisdiction
Grace and Peace to you in the name
of Jesus Christ,
We thank God for you and commend
the clergy and congregational leaders
for your leadership. These have been
difficult and isolating times for many
and yet you are leading our most
vital ministry, congregations and
community ministries with conviction
and determination. You have
demonstrated the gifts of courage,
leadership, innovation and grace.
Thank you.
On March 29, 2021, we announced
the coverage of Episcopal Areas in
the Northeastern Jurisdiction effective
September 1, 2021.
The pandemic has presented
unprecedented challenges in the
life of the church. One area of
challenge has been our ability to
conference together in the General
and Jurisdictional Conferences.
General Conference sets the policies
for the church, elects new general
agency leadership and sets the global
direction and budget for the church.
The Jurisdictional Conference elects
new bishops and assigns bishops to
episcopal areas.
Due to the 2020 General Conference
being postponed a second time, it has
meant the continual postponement
of the Northeastern Jurisdictional
Conference. Two of the Northeastern
Jurisdiction bishops, Bishops
Peggy Johnson and Jeremiah Park
have requested and been granted
voluntarily retirement starting
September 1, 2021 under paragraph
408.2 (b) of The Book of Discipline.
Bishop Johnson will move to Virginia
in August of 2021 to employ her gifts
and experience to serve in ministry
with congregations and provide
consultation with deaf and disability
ministry in the NEJ and across the
connection.
Bishop Park will move to New Jersey
in August of 2021 to employ his gifts
and experience to serve in ministry
as the Presiding Bishop with both

the Northeastern Jurisdiction Korean
Mission and the United Methodist
Mission in Mongolia.

• Boston Area (New England
Conference), Bishop Sudarshana
Devadhar.

The 2020 postponed General
Conference will gather in person
August 29 through September 6,
2022 in Minneapolis, MN followed
by U.S. Jurisdictional Conferences
to be held in October of 2022 for the
election and assignment of bishops.

• New York Area (New York
Conference), Bishop Thomas
Bickerton.

Because two bishops will retire this
year, effective September 1, 2021,
The Book of Discipline authorizes
the College of Bishops to provide
coverage of open episcopal areas
until new bishops are elected and
assigned by the Jurisdictional
Conference. This coverage will be for
16 months from September 1, 2021
through December 31, 2022.
The College of Bishops after
consulting with the Northeastern
Jurisdiction Episcopacy Committee
and individual bishops, and after
prayer and meeting several times
about coverage during this interim
period, announces the following
bishops will provide episcopal
leadership and coverage within the
Northeastern Jurisdiction.
• Episcopal Areas: West Virginia
Area (West Virginia Conference),
Pittsburgh Area (Western
Pennsylvania Conference) and
Harrisburg Area (Susquehanna
Conference), Bishop Cynthia
Moore-Koikoi and Bishop Sandra
Steiner Ball.
• Episcopal Areas: Washington Area
(Baltimore-Washington Conference)
and Philadelphia Area (Peninsula
Delaware Conference) – Bishop
LaTrelle Easterling.
• Episcopal Areas: New Jersey Area
(Greater New Jersey Conference)
and Philadelphia Area (Eastern
Pennsylvania Conference) – Bishop
John Schol.
• Upper New York Area (Upper New
York Conference), Bishop Mark
Webb.

These are temporary arrangements
and configurations to provide
coverage. The next in-person
Jurisdictional Conference will set the
episcopal areas and assignments of
bishops for the next quadrennium.
We thank you for your continued
ministry and service within The United
Methodist Church and the world.
We invite you to pray for the church
and our leadership as bishops as we
serve together to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world.
In Christ,
Boston Area
Sudarshana Devadhar
Harrisburg Area
Jeremiah J. Park
New Jersey Area
John R. Schol
New York Area
Thomas J. Bickerton
Philadelphia Area
Peggy A. Johnson
Pittsburgh Area
Cynthia Moore Koikoi
Upper New York Area
Mark Webb
Washington Area
LaTrelle Easterling
West Virginia Area
Sandra Steiner Ball
Retired
George W. Bashore, Violet L.
Fisher, William Boyd Grove, Susan
W. Hassinger, Neil L. Irons, Clifton
S. Ives, Alfred Johnson, Ernest
S. Lyght, Marcus Matthews, Jane
Allen Middleton, Susan M. Morrison,
Forrest C. Stith, Peter D. Weaver,
Joseph H. Yeakel
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Honor our Bishop by
Building the Beloved
Community

A

pproximately a year ago we were in lock-down,
but still thinking we were going to have General
and Jurisdictional Conferences as were originally
planned. We knew that our Bishop, Bishop Park, was
going to retire as of September 1, 2020 and that we
would find out who would be taking his place at the
Jurisdictional Conference slated in July 2020. However,
as the pandemic unfolded, we realized that many of our
plans were not going to work out as we thought. Bishop
Park was asked to continue on as our Episcopal leader
in the interim and graciously agreed. It was recently
announced by the Northeastern Jurisdiction College of
Bishops that Bishop Park will be moving into voluntary
retirement on September 1, 2021 and that Bishops MooreKoikoi and Steiner Ball will be the presiding Bishops of the
Susquehanna Conference, West Virginia Conference, and
the Western Pennsylvania Conference.
Now we have the task of trying to say goodbye to a leader
that has not only led us for two quadrennia, but also then
continued a full year beyond, when he planned to retire,
based on the needs of the church. As the Episcopal
Leadership Transition team met, they asked themselves
“What should our Conference get a retiring Bishop who
has done so much for our Conference and has gone above
and beyond during these trying times?” As we all know, our
Bishop has a heart for other people and a gift that would
ultimately end up helping others is what the committee
discerned would be best.
As a retirement gift for Bishop Park, all churches and
people of the Susquehanna Conference are invited to
make a donation in his name to the Building the Beloved
Community Fund (BBCF). This fund was created out of
the passion and commitment that Bishop Park has for an
inclusive church. The Bishop’s belief and energy is clearly
evident as he has helped our Annual Conference continue
to break down the walls of division caused by racism. Our
Conference Mission is to grow spiritual transformational
leaders, equip vital congregations and create new places
for new people, and connect with each other and the
world so that alive in Christ together, the Susquehanna
Conference will embody the beloved community of
disciple making congregations. One hundred percent
of the money donated to the BBCF will be used to help
us as a conference live into our mission to be the beloved
community.
Fifty percent of the donations to the fund will be overseen
by the Commission on the Beloved Community. The
commission will disperse much of the money in the form
of grants to churches and church entities that propose a
specific project toward eradicating racism and enhancing
and celebrating diversity. The commission will also use
some of the money to fund initiatives on behalf of the
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conference as a whole. The other fifty percent of the
money collected will be overseen by the Cabinet to fund
programs like diversity training, supporting cross-cultural
appointments, and promoting diversity.
We know that you and your congregation have a heart for
mission and ministry and a commitment to becoming the
beloved community God calls us to be.
You can donate to the BBCF on-line on our conference
website at susumc.org/endracism or by mailing a check
to Susquehanna Conference, Attn: Finance Office, 303
Mulberry Dr., Mechanicsburg, PA 17050. Please make
the check out to the Susquehanna Conference and write
“BBCF-9300” in the memo line. Churches can send in
money and list it on their remittance report (BBCF-9300).
We will announce the gift to Bishop Park at Annual
Conference in June and let him know the gifts that have
been received up to that point. We can think of no better
gift to our Bishop than to promote a fund developed to help
us live into those goals; ensuring that our work can and will
continue as we strive to shove the love of God to all God’s
children.

Loving Their Neighbors

D

alton and Factoryville United
Methodist church friends baked
cookies (30 people), packaged them
(6 people) and delivered them on
Valentine’s Day (8 other people)
to local fire companies, police,
EMTs, county dispatchers, local
governments, medical caregivers,
community seniors and homebound
friends – to thank them for all they
do. Their kindness shared God’s
love throughout their community!

Together with God, we are transforming the world!
The Building the Beloved Community Fund
will help Susquehanna United Methodists:
• Resist racism
• Promote diversity
• Connect churches to their neighbors
• Support cross-racial appointments
• Build strong race relations
Projects by churches and conference organizations
will benefit from these funds.
Please contribute to this Conference fund by giving through
your church. Designate your offering to “BBCF (9300).”

To learn more go to:

susumc.org/endracism
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God’s Feet
On Sunday, October 25, 2020, the last of four services
celebrating the appointment of our four new district
superintendents was streamed from First UMC,
Hollidaysburg. (View here: https://tinyurl.com/28zbftur)
This service celebrated the appointment of Rev.
Dr. Joleen A. Willis as the new Altoona District
Superintendent. Following is an edited version of her
installation address.
Scriptures: Isaiah 52:7-10, Luke 4:14-21
Rev. Dr. Joleen A. Willis

Lord, bless this time of meditation upon your Word. May
your Holy Spirit inspire and empower us that we might
faithfully walk in your footsteps, obedient to your Word,
your commands, and your call. Amen.

M

ost of us don’t think of our feet as beautiful. If
anything I use shoes to hide my feet. Little known
fact, I have weird feet, well really it’s my toes. I
have an extra amount of space between my big toe and
my first smaller toe. So much so, that when I was wearing
sandals as a church camp counselor when I was a college
student, a camper asked me if I was missing a toe and I
was scarred for life.
I even recall a family conversation, where my Aunt Wanda
wondered if I would tie or wrap my toes together every
night, if that would “fix” them.
Someone not so long ago told me that it is a trait
of a particular ancestry. That tended to bring less
embarrassment and infused a little pride when I thought of
my toes that way.
When I was in the Philippines on a short-term mission trip,
we were traveling north, and all of a sudden one of my
Filipino traveling companions abruptly exclaimed, “Look”
and pointed out an indigenous person climbing a nearby
rugged and steep hillside – no special gear, harness, or
rope. My friend went on to tell me about this people group,
known as ‘mountain people’, and especially about their
feet – how wide and solid their feet were. They were born
with their climbing gear!
Watching the Disney movie, Moana, the feet of the main
character, Moana, caught my attention. Her feet were
mountain feet! Moana was not the typical Disney princess
with the dainty, “Barbie- like” feet formed in the shape of
high heels. Moana was ready for action! Moana was ready
for adventure! And for salvation. The ocean had not been
kind to her people; and Moana was called to set things
right.
So, some of you by this time are thinking, too much
information! We really didn’t come to hear about feet and
we really didn’t need to know about your feet.
8

But feet are important. And the Bible speaks a lot about
feet. We talk a lot more about speech, when it comes to
proclamation; however, Isaiah 52:7 brings feet and voice
together: How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of
those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who
bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation...
In the Old Testament, the prophets bring good news (and
sometimes they brought bad news to lead people to the
“Good News”.) John the Baptist brings good news. Jesus
Christ brings good news. The first disciples were in training
to bring the good news. The apostles bring good news.
Chapter 52 then transitions to the fourth servant song,
the promise of a Savior, the suffering Servant. If you
thought feet were uncomfortable to look upon, what about
the marred and disfigured appearance that Jesus, our
deliverer, would take on?
In the New Testament, I can’t help but think about the
woman who washed Jesus feet with her tears, drying them
with her hair, anointing them with perfume, and then she
kissed the feet of Jesus. To this woman, in the midst of
criticism, Jesus spoke words of Good News, “Your sins are
forgiven.” (Luke 7:36-50)
And then remember that night, Jesus washed the feet
of his disciples? Later that night he would be arrested,
beaten, tried, and then crucified. The one who was to have
nails pierced through his feet, washed the dirty, dusty feet
of those whom he loved, those whom he knew would soon
scatter in fear, disillusionment, and doubt.

But this was the path Jesus walked to bring the Good
News to fulfillment.

preparing us for service. It was a sacred time. It was holy
ground.

Isaiah speaks the good news of the promise of things
being set right for the people of Israel. They have been
in bondage and exile: first in Egypt, then Assyria, then
Babylon. They cry out for God’s deliverance, saying …

When we traveled to Korea to adopt Ethan and Sarah,
the primary cultural practice we were instructed in was
removing our shoes when we went into someone’s home
or office. We had the privilege of worshiping in some
churches in Korea and were struck by the pastor taking off
his shoes and putting on the slippers when approaching
the front (nave) of the sanctuary.

Isaiah 51.9 reads: Awake, awake, arm of the Lord, clothe
yourself with strength! Awake, as in days gone by, as in
generations of old. Was it not you who delivered us in the
past? (paraphrased)
Israel cries out for God to awake, but God calls for Israel to
awake!
Later, in Chapter 51 and into the opening of chapter 52
God calls the people to “Awake!” Awake and remember
His faithfulness. Awake, for they have been forgiven.
Awake, for they shall be redeemed. It is they who had
fallen asleep; it is they who needed to wake up to a
genuine and active faith.
We are to get our feet ready for service!
Ephesians 6 talks about the armor of God, reminding us
our feet are fitted with the readiness that comes from the
Gospel of peace.
Are your feet fitted and ready with the Gospel?
Do you have your work shoes on?
Or, maybe we first need to take them off? Maybe we need
to start with how we “get ready; get fitted.” Maybe we
first have to take our shoes off and let Jesus wash them.
Maybe we need to spend time with God in prayer, reading
and studying The Word, seeking God, looking for His
guidance, listening for God’s voice, both personally and as
the Church.
Have you ever had your feet washed? It’s a humbling
experience. I grew up in a tradition of foot washing. We
viewed it as a Sacrament. I remember Bishop Middleton,
taking the ordinands together before we were ordained
and washing our feet. She modeled service and she was

There’s a time to take off your shoes, in humility and
worship, and seeking an encounter with God, and there is
a time to put your shoes on, and go out with Gospel. We
can’t do one without the other.
In Luke 4, Jesus went into the wilderness for a time of
testing; then he returns to read the words of Isaiah in
the synagogue; that he is anointed to proclaim the Good
News, preach freedom for prisoners, recovery of sight to
the blind, and to set the oppressed free. Only after ‘taking
his shoes off’ (i.e. spending time with God, his Father) is
he ready to proclaim that the Good News is now fulfilled.
In Isaiah 52, the watchmen see the messenger coming
with Good News; and lifts their voices with joy. The
messenger has arrived, the Good News is heard:
The passage concludes with these directions “Depart. Go
out from there...The Lord will go before you, the God of
Israel will be your rear guard.” (Is 52:12)
Are you ready to depart? To go out with God before you
and behind?
Have you heard the Good News?
Are your feet fit with the Gospel of Christ?
Are you ready to be God’s feet and to follow God’s
leading?
Do you hear God’s call, “Awake, Church! Awake, Altoona
District!”?
Where will the message of the Good News take your feet?
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God’s Army is Coming to the
Susquehanna Conference
J

ohn Wesley summarized God’s
teaching into three rules, “Do no
harm, do good, and stay in love with
God.” In this time of a global pandemic,
we focus on “Do no harm.” What does
that mean for those of us in mission?
UMVIM has created and updated
Guidelines for US Project Sites and
Team Leaders during COVID-19.
Please read through the guidelines for
the full information. Updates include
encouraging all in mission to be
vaccinated and this may be required by
the site. It recommends outside work but
there are new strategies if projects can’t
avoid inside work. Proper mask wearing,
hand washing (sanitizing), and social
distancing are a must for all service.
This is an instance that we must show
love of our neighbor by taking this
seriously and doing all we can to protect
others.
Find out more about Volunteers in
Mission at www.susmb.org - click on
the “Volunteers in Mission” tab. Or you
may reach out to me with questions or
concerns at vim@susumc.org or 717766-7441 ext. 3105
Peace to you,
Michelle Schwartzman
Volunteers in Missions Coordinator

U

nited Methodist Action Reach-out Mission by Youth (U.M. ARMY)
is a national youth mission organization offering summer mission
opportunities for youth, young adults and adults across the United
States. U.M. ARMY works with VIM at both the national and local conference
level to ensure quality, faith-based, mission weeks.
Last summer, U.M. ARMY had to re-imagine our mission models so we could
still answer the call to serve while working within the COVID guidelines. We
did this, through God’s blessing, by creating LOCAL and VIRTUAL models.
These models provide a balance of gathering across church groups for social
interaction, showing God’s love in a hurting world, creating opportunities for
spiritual development and encircling safety around everything we do.
We held one of these LOCAL mission weeks in the Susquehanna
Conference last summer with great success and many blessings. Due to the
ongoing concerns with the pandemic, we have decided to move forward on
this LOCAL model again this summer. EXCITING NEWS! We are offering two
LOCAL models in the Susquehanna Conference this year. We already have
some youth groups lined up to participate in both weeks; however, we have
plenty of room for your group to join us in this “day camp” model.
The theme this year is: GOD @ WORK: CREATING. Each day begins with
morning worship to get us focused for the day, followed by service work
out in the local community. All projects will either be outside or at a local
community service organization with strict COVID guidelines. Each team
shares lunch together with guided devotion discussion related to the weekly
and daily themes. After a day of service, we gather again for group building
activities and closing worship. During the week, we will experience a prayer
journey that provides a time of personal reflection and time with God.
Each person is asked to eat breakfast at home, bring their own lunch each
day, and eat dinner at home. Water supplies will be provided, along with prepackaged snacks. We are hoping to offer a closing picnic at the end of the
week, if we feel we can serve and eat food safely.
We will be at the following locations/dates this summer:
• FISHING CREEK SALEM UMC (Goldsboro, PA) – July 18-23
• CHRIST UMC (Mt. Top, PA) – July 11-16
NO WORRIES if you live too far away or if these weeks won’t work for your
group. U.M. ARMY is also offering VIRTUAL opportunities this summer.
These weeks still provide an opportunity to serve in your local communities
in a day camp model; however, worship and interactive activities will be held
virtually with other youth groups participating during your same week.
Won’t you join us to help share God’s love and experience God’s creation?
God is already at work creating our mission work within the Susquehanna
Conference. We just need to be His hands, feet and heart by answering the
call to serve.
For more information on U.M. ARMY, please feel free to access our website:
umarmy.org
To explore opportunities for your group, please
contact Darlene Thomas, Regional Director @
darlenethomas@umarmy.org or 877-771-9484
ext. 1108
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Rockville Campus a Model Church Plant

T

he Rockville Campus of
Linglestown Life in Harrisburg
is a new and exciting model of
church planting. Currently they have
three successful initiatives underway
that are reaching and serving their
local community.
The first initiative, similar to The
Journey Church in Harrisburg, was
to provide community classrooms
for students who needed a safe
place for on-line schooling while
their parents work, or access to
Wi-Fi. Rockville campus has hosted
more than 25 students over the past
6 months; students from various
districts, various nationalities and
ethnic backgrounds, and various
English-speaking-levels. “These
students have taught us about the
resilience of kids and the power of
education,” said Pastor Taylor Pfaff.
The students and parents appreciate
the supervision, support, Wi-Fi
access, regular meals (many student
families live with food insecurity), and
personal attention. The community
classrooms, supported by a grant
from the Young People’s Ministry
Council, have been a meaningful way

for church members and volunteers
to support local families.
Second, Rockville campus started
a community garden, intentionally
networking with locals who were not
[yet] part of the church. Four people
having no relationship with Rockville
church beforehand showed up to
help build the garden beds. Local
growers have messaged the church
to provide seedlings for the garden.
“There’s a clear sense we’ve tapped
into a gardening community and
that we can build great relationships
while growing healthy food for our
neighborhood,” said Pfaff.
At the encouragement of Pfaff’s
(conference-supplied) ministry coach,
Paul Nixon, they’ve made this garden
a grass-roots project and invited
the community members to take
ownership.
Third, Rockville is economizing their
church kitchen. Through an on-line
system, they’ve opened the kitchen
for rentals in order to make income
for their community center called
Ray’s Place. “I had this idea after I
was approached by a martial arts

group who is renting our basement
twice a week — a benefit to them
and to our ministry. I realized that our
whole church space is something
that our community may want to use
if we simply welcomed them in and
named the value of the space,” said
Pfaff, who anticipates a dim future
for tithing. “Renting the church space
for use as a launching-pad for local
commerce is one way we can fund
our locally-focused missions and
ministry.”
So far, they’ve rented the space in
partnership with Crafted Caramel,
Comida De Fuego, Rogue Chef, and
other local caterers and food trucks.
This ‘small business incubator’ allows
local entrepreneurs to start and grow
their business from an affordable
space. As for Rockville campus, “We
can build meaningful relationships
with people who’d never otherwise
enter our space, and it provides
income for our ministries.” A win-win.
For more information or if you have
other ideas for church-planting and
community outreach contact Pastor
Taylor Pfaff at tpfaff@susumc.org

Left:
A community
classroom
volunteer brought
in her trained
and certified
emotional
therapy dog, and
students enjoyed
a very p(aws)itive
experience.

Right:
Church and
community
members built
community
garden beds on
the Rockville
campus property
in March.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PASTOR TAYLOR PFAFF
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Douglas Hoy
Disaster Response Coordinator
drc@susumc.org

I Love a Parade!

F

ire trucks. Marching bands. Floats. And, candy,
lots of candy. These are some of the childhood
images that come to mind when I think of a
parade. I remember how exciting it was to grab a
grocery bag, sit on the side of the road, and gather all the sweets thrown my way. As I got older, I remember marching
with the Scouts and decorating our high school class floats every year for the homecoming parade. When I joined the
military, I spent the summer of 1986 learning the precision and detail that marching required. Those skills became very
useful because we marched everywhere. Thirty five years later, I still get excited about a parade. I stand a little taller when
I hear the heavy beat of a drum. I get chills at the sound of a firm, booming cadence being called. The sound of a group
moving in sync is music to my ears. And, when the drum major raises that baton, my excitement grows because I know
what is coming next. The air will be filled with the harmonious sounds of a band performing.
In Joshua 6, we learn that God used a parade to provide victory in battle. After crossing the Jordan River and into the
Promised Land, the Israelites faced a formidable enemy in the highly fortified city of Jericho. They had no real weapons
of significance to make the task of overtaking the city any easier. And, Joshua had to wonder if it was even possible to
achieve such a feat. God met him and provided the plan for success.
Joshua followed God’s instructions and the people paraded around the city once each day for six days, while carrying
trumpets of rams’ horns. On the seventh day, they marched around the city seven times and the priests blew the trumpets.
And, when they made a long blast, everyone shouted and the wall around Jericho fell. The stronghold on the city was
destroyed and the Israelites were victorious.
While God destroyed the city walls, there is so much more to be learned from the Jericho parade. God goes before us in
all situations, working on our behalf, to claim victory. He promises to be with us just like he was with them. His message
was, and still is, “I will not leave your or forsake you. Be strong and courageous...Do not turn from it to the right hand or to
the left, that you may have good success wherever you go... Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not
be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:5-9, ESV).
Today, we face our own battles. We wrestle with
personal circumstances that seem to take hold
of our lives. Publicly, we are fighting a pandemic,
struggling to overcome racism, and arguing over
human rights. Like Joshua, we may wonder how to
achieve triumph over these apparent strongholds.
The Battle of Jericho can provide a reminder that
victory is possible if we remain faithful and obedient
to God. As the weather turns warmer, take some
time to “parade” around your community. Pray
for your neighbors, friends, and family. If you are
talented enough to play an instrument, take it
with you. Make a joyful noise. And, share in the
excitement of knowing God is already there, will
help us overcome our problems, and destroy the
walls of sin, sickness, injustice, and hate in our
lives.
PHOTOS: TOP BY DOUGLAS HOY, BOTTOM BY SANDII PEIFFER
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LINK articles can be viewed and shared from susquehannalink.blogspot.com

We Are All God’s Children Please Won’t You Be Our Neighbor?
“Mutual caring relationships require kindness and patience, tolerance, optimism, joy in other’s
achievements, condence in oneself, and the ability to give without undue thought of gain.” Fred Rogers
Rev. Fred Rogers was ordained by the
Pittsburgh Presbytery in 1963, with a
mission for ministering to children.
He created the television show, Mister
Rogers’ Neighborhood, which debuted in
1968 and has been viewed by millions of
people. He often told his viewers to:
‘Look for the helpers. You will always
nd people who are helping.”
During this Easter Season, we are looking
to YOU to help the children, teens and
senior adults, who are served by your
Benevolent Homes.Your gifts ensure that
safe homes, nutritious food, necessary medicine, short and long term counseling and other
needs are provided to them.
If your church receives this special oﬀering, please make your gift at that time. If it doesn’t,
make your check out to Susquehanna Conference, with Benevolent Homes Golden Cross
Oﬀering in the memo line, and mail it to: The Finance Oﬃce, 303 Mulberry Dr., Ste. 500,
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050.
Quincy Village
Waynesboro

Bethany Village
Mechanicsburg

United Methodist Homes
Wesley Village Campus
Pittston

United Methodist Home for Children
A Board of Child Care program
Mechanicsburg

RiverWoods Senior Living Community
Lewisburg

Normandie Ridge Senior Living Community

York
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Thank You Susquehanna Conference!

T

hank you, Susquehanna
Conference of the United
Methodist Church! Your
steadfast support, prayers and love
have been instrumental to all of us at
Mission Central. We are grateful for
your material and financial donations
as well as the support through
volunteering.
Because of you, Mission Central had
a record breaking 2020. Last year, we
assisted over 3.3 million people with
over $10.9 million in resources. And
as always, all items are provided at
no cost to the recipient.
Our annual report can be seen below,
but here are some highlights...
In 2020, Mission Central:
• Distributed over $780,000 in
medical supplies and equipment
to support 241,000 people.

We know now is not the time to
slow down. We expect to see
needs increase as the impact of the
pandemic continues to be felt. And
we know we are called to do this
important work.

• Sent $369,000 in pet food
resourcing over 73,000 animals.
• Launched a school partnership
where over 13,000 students and
their families received support
from Mission Central.
• Sent 42 international shipments
to South America, Africa and
Eastern Europe.
• Supplied $433,000 in Flood
Buckets/Cleaning Kits to recovery
efforts.
This year has started strong as well,
and our medical ministry is continuing
to grow. About 50% of what has gone
out of the warehouse so far this year
is medical equipment and support. Of
course, basic needs like diapers, food
and clothing as well as electronics
continue to flow from our warehouse
daily.

Please keep Mission Central in your
prayers and continue to support us in
the ways that you have in the past.
Please save the dates for a few other
Mission Central events as well:
• September 16-19, 2021: Mission
Central On-line Auction
• October 12, 2021: Mission
Central Open House
• October 24 – 31, 2021: Mission
Central Mash and Dash (virtual
run)
Thank you for your love and support!
We are looking forward to another
great year.

PEACE WITH
JUSTICE SUNDAY

Through your generous gift today, you
encourage living a gospel of peace
Courtesy Photo: Paul Jeffrey for ACT Alliance

“[Peacemakers] employ all their strength, all the
talents which God has given them, as well to preserve
peace where it is, as to restore it where it is not.”
– John Wesley, Sermon XXIII, Sermon on the Mount

Please make check payable to your local church or give online at UMCgiving.org/givePWJS.
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For more information visit www.missioncentral.org

Photo by Thomas Kim, UMNS

May 30, 2021

“While the leader was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my
heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that
He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” — John Wesley, May 24, 1738
God calls us to tell our story so that others may come
to know Jesus Christ. “Hearts Strangely Warmed” was
created to share these stories about transformational
encounters with the Living God.

Rev. David Keyworth
Before my call to ministry in college, I was very active in
the church. My dad is an ordained elder in the UMC in the
Michigan Conference. I was involved in many facets of
the church: worship, Sunday School, Ad-Council, youth
leadership, conference events, and delegate to Annual
Conference multiple times. I saw the good and the bad
in the church. The church became my home. One church
became significant for me since my dad was appointed
there for 18 years, Midland First UMC in Midland, MI. They
supported me through my confirmation and later became
my recommending church for candidacy.

whom I look up to and have deep respect for because
they have made such a difference in my life: 1. My father
(who will always remain my hero as a child of God and
as a Pastor), 2. Jeremy Africa (an ordained elder in the
Michigan Conference who was one of my youth pastors
at Midland First UMC), and 3. My clergy mentor in the
Susquehanna Conference, John Godissart. Another
mentor that has made a huge difference in my life was my
seminary professor Rev. Dr. Ellsworth Kalas.
My hopes for the church and for my ministry are: I want to
be a man and a Pastor that is on fire for God. I hope the
church can get to a place where we have another Great
Awakening where the church returns to God and realizes
that we need God. I hope, by God’s grace, that I and
the church can be a beacon of hope in the world that so
desperately needs God.

When I went to college, I told myself that I would never
become a pastor. Even though the church was my home,
I saw the things that my dad went through, both the good
and the bad. I wanted to become an eighth-grade history
teacher. However, God had different plans. In a chapel
service at Albion College, God placed it upon my heart
to attend seminary at Asbury Theological Seminary in
Wilmore KY. I have a passion for teaching, but God wanted
me to be a teacher of God’s history not of American
history. When I told my home church that God had called
me into ordained ministry, many people told me that
they had seen it for years, and that I was probably the
only who had not seen it. After several years of prayer
and discernment of whether to go back to the Detroit
Conference or stay in the Kentucky conference, God led
us to the Susquehanna Annual Conference where my wife
was born.
In my life, I have experienced many heartbreaks and
physical pains, but through it all two scripture passages
have been my rock: Psalm 28:6-7 and 2 Corinthians 12:910. Both of these scriptures remind me that in joyful times
and even in the pains and heartbreaks, God’s grace is
sufficient; thus, I can leap for joy.
I have had many mentors and faith leaders who have
made a huge difference in my life. My mom has always
been a key faith role model for me. I have always looked
Rev. David Keywoth was ordained in 2020
to her for guidance. My friend in faith from confirmation
class remains a key part in my life. There are three pastors
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Thank You for your 2020 Shares of Ministry!
Altoona District 100%
Dale
Tatesville
Shirleysburg
Kerr Addition
Allmansville
Calvary Bellwood
Wesley Chapel Huntingdon
Breezewood
Concord
Laurel Grove
Atkinson Mills
Wood
Dudley
Congress Hill
Bethel Bedford Valley
Doylesburg
Asbury Altoona
Wolfsburg
Grace Three Springs
Pleasant Hill Shade Gap
Center
Mill Creek
Hope Alexandria
Williamsburg
Crever Memorial Petersburg
Warriors Mark
Trans Run
Amberson
Canoe Creek Union
Bedford Forge
Little Cove
Mt Zion Olanta
McConnellstown
Fairview Altoona
First Hollidaysburg
Cove Forge
Broad Avenue Altoona
East End
Christ Community Altoona
Lakemont
Greenwood Altoona
Juniata
Llyswen Altoona
Jaggard First
Second Avenue Altoona
Wehnwood
Bald Eagle
Tipton
Claysburg
Queen
Weyant
Hicks Memorial Duncansville
Hopewell
First Huntingdon
12th Street Huntingdon
Ennisville
Faith Petersburg
Mapleton Grace
Royer
Mt Union Allenport
First Mt Union
McKee
Saxton
Spruce Creek
Bowmans Chapel
Christ Tyrone
Wesley Tyrone
Wesley Chapel Breezewood
Knobsville
Siloam Harrisonville
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Salem Hillcrest
Clear Ridge
Fairwiew McConnellsburg
McConnellsburg
Wells Valley U M Church
Rehobeth
Warfordsburg
Shiloh
Mt Joy Clearfield
Trinity Clearfield
West Side , Clearfield
O’Shanter
Ryde
Shawville
Lake Street
Pleasant Valley Woodland
Newton Hamilton
Curwensville
Bedford
Emmanuel Clearfield
Trinity Roaring Spring
Ebenezer Harrisonville
Good Shepherd Tyrone
Trough Creek
15th Street Huntingdon
Goshen
Mines
Mapleton Trinity
Carrick
Pinecroft
Coalmont
Richvale
Six Mile Run

Altoona District 90%
Donation
Nossville

Harrisburg District 100%
Otterbein Duncannon
First Mechanicsburg
Faith Halifax
Shermans Dale
Hill
Oakville
Stoverdale
Shopes
Mt Holly Springs
Williamstown
Roseglen
New Bloomfield
Messiah
Grace Millersburg
Middlesex
Youngs Shermans Dale
Summerdale
Halifax
Trinity Hummelstown
Linglestown Life
Wesley Marysville
Lykens
St Marys Bloserville
New Germantown
Cleversburg
Hopewell Cumberland
Otterbein Newburg
Trinity , Walnut Bottom
Chambers Hill
Charlton
Geyers
St John’s U.M.C.

Calvary Harrisburg
CrossPoint
Paxton
The Journey
Barry Salem
First Hershey
Ebenezer Middletown
Evangelical
First Millersburg
Hebron Millersburg
Mt Calvary
Trinity , County Line
Mt Zion Steelton
St Andrews Valley View
Otterbein Boiling Springs
Camp Hill
Hickorytown
Letort
Snyders
Enola Emmanuel
Mt Zion Enola
Good Shepherd Community
Bethel Marysville
Salem Marysville
Liverpool
Salem Liverpool
Aldersgate Mechanicsburg
Mt. Olivet
Donnally Mills
Pfoutz Valley
Mt Rock
Walnut Grove
Community , New Cumberland
Bucks
Hope Eternal
Shepherdstown
New Buffalo
Young’s
Grace Hummelstown
Carlisle
Millerstown
Centenary Steelton
West Fairview
West Hill
Trinity , New Cumberland
Newburg
Bethany Marysville
Hays Grove
Christ Shippensburg
Trinity , New Kingston
Shiremanstown
Waggoners
Mt Gilead
Mt Hope
Zion Stone
Big Spring

Harrisburg District 90%
Trinity Elizabethville
St Johns Hegins
Dellville

Lewisburg District 100%
St Paul’s Lewisburg
Jerseytown
Kitchens
Askam
Mt Zion Richfield
Slocum
Mt Pleasant Selinsgrove
McKendree Shickshinny

Freeburg
Klinesgrove
Zion Penns Creek
Bakers
Mooresburg
Mifflinville
Wesley Nescopeck
Bethany Milton
Ridge Street
Mifflinburg
Calvary Berwick
Buckhorn
Christ Selinsgrove
First Catawissa
Trinity Espy
Kulp
Bethel Hill
Summer Hill
Beavertown
Christ Benton
Waller
Bethany Berwick
First Berwick
Buffalo Valley
Bethel Catawissa
Roaring Creek Valley
Stone Church
Summerhill Berwick
St Pauls Emmanuel Danville
Trinity Danville
Hendrickson
Hummels/Christ Community
Eyers Grove
Lincoln Chapel
Beaver Memorial
Lightstreet
Trinity Middleburg
Fowlersville
Lime Ridge
Montandon
Daniels-St Thomas
Emmanuel Freemont
Muhlenburg
Orangeville
Hummels
Paxtonville
Hope
Shamokin Dam
Wesley Selinsgrove
First Shickshinny
Otterbein Sunbury
Faith Sunbury
Faith Chapel White Deer
Witmer’s Faith
Browns Cocolamus
St Johns Cocolamus
McAlisterville
Turkey Valley
Elimsport
St Johns Elimsport
First Nanticoke
Mill-Green
St Andrew’s
Dresslers Ridge
Trinity Northumberland
Wesley Bloomsburg
Trinity White Deer
Hunlock Creek
Good Shepherd Bloomsburg
St Pauls Penns Creek
Jonestown

Oakdale
Ebenezer Berwick
Hoovers Faith
Christ Mountaintop
Evansville

Lewisburg District 90%
Fairmount Springs
Richfield

Scranton/Wilkes-Barre
District 100%

Albright Wilkes-Barre
Bethel
Community Church Great Bend
Kunkle
Montrose
Lake Como
Courtdale
Orange
Clifford
Nicholson
Central Wilkes-Barre
Tompkinsville
Jenningsville
Maple Lake
Wyoming
Russell Hill
Noxen
Emory
Lake Winola
Damascus Manor
Beach Lake
Lakeville
Shehawken
First New Milford
North Jackson
White Mills
Chinchilla
Clarks Summit
Lenoxville
Daleville
Dunmore
Embury Scranton
Gibson
Gouldsboro
Thornhurst
Central Honesdale
Hop Bottom
Kingsley
Lake Ariel
Peckville
Bradley Memorial
Pleasant Mount
Court Street
Thompson
Paupack
Calvary Waymart
Prompton Community
West Nicholson
Salem Community Church
Franklin Forks
Alderson
Dallas
Fairdale Community
Falls
Lehman-Idetown
East Lemon
Maple Grove
Mehoopany

Eatonville
Forkston
Larksville
South Auburn
Springville
Dimock Community
Moosic
Trucksville
Tunkhannock
First West Pittston
Elm Park
East Benton
Countryside Community
South Gibson
Throop
Asbury Scranton
LaAnna
Forty Fort
South Montrose Community
Loyalville
Montdale
Evans Falls
First Taylor
Abrahamsville
Center Moreland
Mt Zion Wyoming
Sterling

Scranton/Wilkes-Barre
District 90%
Waverly
East Rush
Lemon
First Jermyn

State College District
100%
Pleasant Gap
Port Matilda
Yarnell
Laurel Run
Wayne
Spring Mills Faith
Trinity , Woodward
Sprucetown
Christ’s /Julian
St. James Coburn
Fairview Morrisdale
Moshannon
Morrisdale
Greater Buffalo Run Valley
Thompsontown
Matamoras
Wesley Chapel Lewistown
Watts Memorial Belleville
Trinity MIfflin
Mackeyville
Centre
East Salem
Black Oak
St Pauls Sandy Ridge
Aldersgate Mifflintown
Lamar
McElhattan
Martha
Curtin
Faith East Waterford
Port Royal
Arch Rock
Otterbein East Salem
Faith Bellefonte
Walnut Street
Grace Centre Hall
Church Hill
Ross

Woodycrest
Faith Chapel
Howard
Mt Nittany
First Lewistown
Grace Lewistown
Granville
Lake Park
McVeytown
Bald Eagle Valley Community
Milroy
Ohio
Sanborn
Gethsemane
Spring Valley
Palestine
Grace Philipsburg
Madisonburg
Pleasant Valley Bellefonte
St Paul’s State College
Summit Hill
Vira
Wagner
Rock
Faith Sandy Ridge
Rhodes Memorial
Flemington
Covenant
Dunnstown
Liberty
Swissdale
Clintondale
Caldwell
Mill Hall
Salona
Hyner
North Bend
Albright Bethune
Locust Run
Grays
Valley St Marks
Woolrich Community
Park Forest Village
Fairbrook
Albright Loganton
Salem Clearfield
Reedsville
Shrader
New Hope
Rote
Hannah
Valley Salem
Mt Pleasant Port Matilda

State College District 90%
Greenburr Trinity

Williamsport District 100%
Columbia Crossroads
Newelltown
Luthers Mills
Point Bethel
Pine Wesley
Canton Ecumenical
Mill Creek Loyalsock
Shunk
Hollenback
St Pauls Nordmont
Centennial
Hemlock
Ralston
First Blossburg
St Johns Grover
Pine Creek Valley
West Burlington

Rome
Standing Stone
Ulysses
New Albany
Tivoli
Duboistown
First Mansfield
Picture Rocks
Ulster
First Muncy
Hillsgrove
Clarkstown
Wellsboro
St. John’s Newberry
Athens
First Williamsport
Austin
Faith Community
Leona
Covington
East Smithfield
Ward
North Orwell Union
Coudersport Park
East Canton
Windfall
Elkland
Osceola
Genesee
Austinburg
Calvary Lawrenceville
United Church Of Nelson Inc
Ebenezer East Point
St Pauls Nauvoo
Mainesburg
Keeneyville
Daggett
Jackson Center
Millerton
Mt Pleasant Morris
French Asylum
The Pathway
Holy Trinity Church
Milan
Cowanesque
Coolidge Hollow
Middle Ridge
Whitneyville
Nisbet
Eagles Mere Community
Fairfield
Forksville
The Beacon
First Jersey Shore
Trinity Jersey Shore
Phelps Chapel
Maple Springs
Quiggleville
State Road
Bethel Montoursville
Antes Fort
Oriole
Oval
Trinity Pennsdale
Huntersville
Strawbridge Kedron
Larryville
Salladasburg
Trout Run
Hoffman
Wallis Run
Heilman
Warrensville
Rose Valley
Heshbon Park
Williamsport Pine Street

Williamsport St. Paul Calvary
South Williamsport
Spring Hill
Wyalusing
Sweden Valley Faith Community
Balls Mills
Knoxville
Roseville
Valley
Monroeton
Farragut
Trinity Williamsport
Laporte
Burlington
Beech Valley

Williamsport District 90%
Keating Summit
Franklin Fairview

York District 100%

Otterbein Fayetteville
Emmanuel Windsor
Mt Pisgah Trinity
Red Mount
Violet Hill
Charlestown
Salem Guldens
Idaville
Quincy
First Roxbury
Bethlehem Stonepile
McKendree Airville
Zion Red Lion
Faith Waynesboro
Calvary Dillsburg
Cross Roads
Pleasant Grove , York Haven
Grace Hanover
Lemasters
Calvary York
Aldersgate York
Stewartstown
Fishing Creek Salem
Bendersville
Wenksville
Centenary Biglerville
First Chambersburg
Park Avenue Chambersburg
St Paul’s Chambersburg
Edenville
Fort Loudon
Gettysburg
First Greencastle
Barts Centenary
Marion First
First Mercersburg
Mont Alto
Mt Victory
Emory New Oxford
Rouzerville

Wesley Chapel Rouzerville
St Johns Chambersburg
St Thomas
Mt Carmel
Christ Waynesboro
Mt Airy Dillsburg
Lewisberry
Paddletown St Pauls
Mt Royal
Adamsville
Salem Airville
Bethlehem Dallastown
Bryansville
Druck Valley
Zion East Prospect
Otterbein, Emigsville
Longstown
Fairmount
Fawn
Prospect
Glen Rock Immanuel
Faith Hellam
Greenmount
Emanuel
St Paul Manchester
Pleasant Grove Windsor
Salem Martinsville
Mt Nebo
Mt Olivet Delta
Otterbein Mount Wolf
Trinity New Freedom
St Paul’s, Red Lion
Saginaw Community
Starview
Spry
Zion Freysville
Christ Yoe
Asbury York
York Fourth
Messiah York
Calvary Fayetteville
Christ Yorkana
Bethany Red Lion
Zion , York
Mt Zion Dillsburg
Water’s Edge
York Springs
Chestnut Grove
Winterstown
Upper Strausburg
St Pauls Springvale
Grace Windsor
Grace York
Scotland
Mt Union Fayetteville
Mt Hope Orrtanna
Mt Calvary Bendersville

York District 90%
First Hanover
Bethany , Dover
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Remembering Our Heritage
DR. MILTON LOYER, Conference Archivist

May – 100 years ago
The new church building at Marsh Hill on the Ralston
charge, Lycoming County, was dedicated May 15, 1921.
Although there are hints of Methodist services in Marsh Hill
as early as 1873, the congregation always considered its
official beginning to be 1895, when the nearby lumbering
town of Red Burn was abandoned and its church building
given to the people of Marsh Hill. That structure was
disassembled, hauled by horse and wagon, and rebuilt on
a donated lot. The property was formally transferred to the
Methodists in 1919, and the original building was replaced
as noted above in 1921. Adjacent land was purchased
for a parking lot in 1956. That small congregation, with an
average regular attendance of 16, celebrated its 100th
anniversary in 1995.
The congregation never was large, however, and opted
to discontinue in 2004. A closing service was held August
29, 2004 with longtime member Jeannie Hayes leading a
time of history and memories and Pastor Ann Overmiller
preaching a sermon on “New Forms of Ministry.” The
church property reverted to the heirs of the original owner,
and the separate parking lot was sold in 2006 for $1000.
The building is now a private home.
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June – 50 years ago
The Central Pennsylvania Conference UMC held its
annual sessions June 14-17, 1971, at Susquehanna
University in Selinsgrove PA. Business included a report
by the Preacher’s Aid Society on the details of the transfer
of all Lycoming College stock owned by the Society to
the Board of Directors of Lycoming College. That transfer
included three stipulations:
1. that the President of the college always be a member of
the UMC
2. that at least 2/3 of the Board of Directors always be
members of the UMC
3. that the college continue to provide pre-ministerial
training and to offer financial assistance to children of UMC
ministers
This was a change from the college’s founding condition
that the President always be a Methodist clergyperson.
In 2007, the College and the Society agreed to a further
formal modification to coincide with current trends in higher
education. Stipulations 1 and 2 were changed to require
that the President and the Directors be “persons who
reflect spiritual standards representative of the Ecumenical
Christian Community.” Stipulation 3 remained unchanged.
Lycoming College continues to operate on this basis as
an active member of the National Association of Schools
and Colleges of the UMC, with ties to the General Board of
Higher Education of the UMC.

Resources for small groups

Discovery Place is open and ready to serve you! We are here to meet your needs as your Sunday School class or small group
begins to meet again. Consult our website www.discovery-place.org for the on-line catalog to search by a particular author or
topic. Here are some suggestions of resources that are relatively new to Discovery Place.
You Are Never Alone, by Max Lucado. Each of
us longs for Someone who will meet us in the
middle of life’s messes. We want to believe in a
loving, miracle-working God who will save us.
In this study Max Lucado reminds us that God’s
presence and power are nearer than we think.
We need only look to the miracles of Jesus as
told in the Gospel of John to know this is true. As we study
the miracles in John’s Gospel, we will find Jesus is right there
with us and cares about every aspect of our lives. (6 sessions.
Includes DVD, study guide, and hardcover book.)
Dream Big, by Bob Goff. God has given you gifts,
talents, abilities…and dreams. Unfortunately,
many of us have been told that pursuing those
dreams is impractical, incorrect, or impossible.
This study will shake you free of this mindset
and help you step into the version of the life you
dreamed about when you were young. Drawing
on principles from the Bible, Bob Goff will help you reconnect
with the passions that God has placed inside of you, so that
you can step out of your comfort zone, take big risks, and
DREAM BIG! (5 sessions. Includes DVD, study guide, and
hardcover book.)
The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the
Christian Life, by Adam Hamilton. How do we
walk with Christ - daily follow Him, grow in Him,
and faithfully serve Him? In the Gospels, Jesus
modeled for us the Christian spiritual life. In this
study, Adam Hamilton focuses on five essential
spiritual practices shown to us by Jesus: worship,
study, serving, giving, and sharing our faith. Each of these
practices is a part of our daily walk with Christ and an essential
part of growing together in the church. (6 sessions. Includes
DVD, leader guide, prayer journal, and hardcover book. Books
for Youth and Children are also available.)
Jesus: The God Who Knows Your Name, by
Max Lucado. Because Jesus became human, it
is now possible for us to see God and hear His
voice. If we want to know what matters to God,
all we need to do is look in the Bible to see what
matters to Jesus. If we want to know what God
is doing in our world, we need only ponder the
words of Jesus. By learning more about the person Jesus was
and is, we come to understand more clearly the people we
were created to be. (6 sessions. Includes DVD, study guide,

and hardcover book.)
Irresistible: Reclaiming the New that Jesus
Unleashed for the World, by Andy Stanley. What
made the first-century Christians’ message so
compelling, so defensible, so irresistible? What
did they know that we don’t? Buckle up…you
are about to find out! (6 sessions. Includes DVD,
study guide, and hardcover book.)
Goliath Must Fall: Winning the Battle Against
Your Giants, by Louie Giglio. It is likely you have
a giant in your life. It is holding you captive and
stealing your joy. Adversaries such as fear, anger,
addiction, and others can stake a claim and gain
a foothold in your heart. How do you live as if
these giants are dead and silenced once and for
all? By studying the story of David and Goliath, Louie Giglio
teaches us to focus on the size of our God, not the height of
our giants. (6 sessions. Includes DVD and study guide.)
How Happiness Happens, by Max Lucado.
Subtitled “Finding Lasting Joy in a World of
Comparison, Disappointment, and Unmet
Expectations,” Max Lucado looks at several “one
another” statements in the Bible that reveal that
the happiest people on earth are not those who
have the most but those who are willing to give
the most away. We can be God’s representatives to bring
about a cascade of kindness! (6 sessions. Includes DVD, study
guide, and hardcover book.)
To order a resource, there are three options. You may
place an order directly through our on-line catalog, e-mail
discovery@susumc.org , or call 717-766-7968. (Leaving a
voicemail will send me an email.) We are currently open on a
limited basis with no regular office hours, but Discovery Place
email is checked daily. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are
closed to walk-in visitors until further notice.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Susquehanna Conference

303 Mulberry Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

717-766-7968

e-mail discovery@susumc.org
web www.discovery-place.org

JONI ROBISON

Find free spiritual growth resources for your church at www.discovery-place.org
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UM Home for Children/
Board of Childcare
Auxiliary Annual Meeting
Thursday, May 13, 2021. 1pm
You are invited to the virtual 2021
annual meeting. The one-hour
presentation will feature the latest
information about the Board of Child
Care and the programs they offer
for youth and families. Our Keynote
Speaker is L. A. Spagnola, President
and Chief Executive Officer.
Register here: http:/bit.ly/
Auxiliarymeetingregistration
You will receive an email with
instructions for accessing the
meeting.

Mental Health
Awareness Sunday
May 16, 2021
Supports Mental Health First
Aid training in the Susquehanna
Conference. For more information
or questions contact: Rev. Evelyn
Madison at emadison@susumc.org

Peace with Justice Sunday
May 30, 2021
Peace with Justice is a faithful
expression of shalom in the Bible.
It calls the church to strengthen
its capacity to advocate publicly in
communities and nations throughout
the world.
tinyurl.com/ywwpc89b

Annual Conference
June 18-19, 2021
see page 21
www.susumc.org/annual-conference

Mission U
July 16-18
A virtual event for 2021
20

www.susumc.org/mission-u

Summer Camp
Registration is
Now OPEN!
See page 22
Summer is coming, and plans for
Summer Camp are underway!
As we make preparations for this
summer we are full of anticipation
and hope! We also recognize the
challenges of planning for anything
during COVID. We continue to be in
conversation with experts who give
guidance on providing a meaningful
camp experience in the midst of a
health pandemic. We are planning
for significant social gathering and
group safety policies and practices to
be in place this summer, so that we
can honor and care for our beloved
community each week while still
being together and experiencing the
joy of camp! Specific guidelines and
practices to help you envision what
camp will look like will be coming in
the near future. For now we ask you
join us in prayer and excitement for
Summer Camp 2021!!

Save the Dates!

SAVE-THE-DATES
for Mission U
Mission U

New for 2021

Virtual Classes using Zoom

July 16 - July 17 - July 18

July 16-18, 2021
Mission U 2021 will be held July
16-18, 2021. New for 2021 - Virtual
Classes via Zoom. Registration
information available May 1.

SAVE-THE-DATES
for upcoming
Youth Rallies
The Young People’s Ministry Council
will be hosting three identical outdoor
Youth Rallies in collaboration with
Salt ‘n Light Youth Ministry!
July 10
Good Shepherd UMC, Tyrone

susumcamps.org

August 14

ONLINE REGISTRATION

Christ Community UMC, Selinsgrove

2021 Camp & Retreat Brochure
(PDF)

August 15

Printable Registration Forms (PDF)
Medical Forms (PDF)
Save the Dates for Camp Penn,
Greene Hills & Wesley Forest (PDF)
Summer Camp COVID-19 Safety

Fishing Creek Salem UMC, York
More information will be coming
soon!

2021 Clergy
Session

2021 Annual
Conference
June 18-19, 2021
The 2021 Susquehanna Annual
Conference will be held June
18-19, 2021. The Annual
Conference will be held
virtually. We will worship and
conduct only essential business.
Out of an abundance of caution,
the Sessions Committee and
Bishop believe this is best for
the clergy and lay members of
Annual Conference. While we
are celebrating the vaccination
roll out, we believe that meeting
virtually one more year is in the
best interest of all our members.
The October 3 virtual Annual
Conference held in 2020 proved
that we are able to hold an Annual
Conference virtually with minimal
disruption and negative issues.
While we realize that we are
sacrificing fellowship and worship
in-person as a conference, the
benefits outweigh the risks under
the circumstances.
This event will be live-streamed
via the Conference website.

Celebration of
Ministry Service

June 16, 2021

October 16, 2021

In consultation with Revs. Suzanne
Elliott and David Stough of the
Board of Ordained Ministry, we are
announcing the 2021 Clergy Session
for Annual Conference will be held
virtually on June 16, 2021. The
Clergy Session will not be open to
visitors.

This will be a joyful celebration for
those pastors who retired from active
ministry in 2020 and 2021. Currently,
this is planned to be an in-person
service for those who have entered
the retired relationship in 2020 and
2021, their families, and invited
guests. This service will be livestreamed so that all may participate
in this special celebration of those
who have moved into the retired
relationship.

Ordination and
Commissioning
Service
September 25, 2021
Our hope and plan at this time is that
the Ordination Service will be inperson for all those being Ordained
or Commissioned, their families, and
invited guests. This service will
be live-streamed so that all may
participate in this important moment
in the life of our Annual Conference.

Special Called
Session of Annual
Conference
October 5, 2021
There will be a virtual Called Session
of Annual Conference for the sole
purpose of hearing the Council
on Finance and Administration’s
presentation and approving the
2022 Plan for Funding Ministry. This
special virtual session will convene
at 7:00 pm with the sign in/gathering
time beginning at 6:30 pm.

Memorial Service
October 30, 2021
Memorial Service. This service will
give thanks to God for the lives of
our faithful pastors, pastors’ spouses,
and lay members of the Annual
Conference session who died in 2020
and 2021. Currently, we are planning
for this to be an in-person service
for the families of the deceased and
invited guests. This service will
be live-streamed so that all may
participate in this hallowed service
honoring those who have given so
much of their lives to the church and
who have now joined the great cloud
of witnesses.
For up-to-date information about
the 2021 Annual Conference visit
www.susumc.org/annual-conference

Fall Loan
Applications
Do you need money for school?
GBHEM’s Fall Loan application will
open May 13 and close October 14.
Any student enrolled between June
through December qualifies. Click
here for more information.

www.susumc.org/annual-conference
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SAVE THE DATES!

2021 SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULE

Greene Hills

DATE

EVENT

GRADE/AGE

June 20-24

Children's Music Camp

Grades 3-6

June 27 - July 1

Exploring God's Creation

Grades 3-8

June 27 - July 3

Youth Musical Theater Camp

July 11-14

Faith Quest Mini Camp

July 11-15

Outdoor Adventure Camp

Grades 6-12

July 11-16

Soccer Academy

Grades 4-12

July 18-23

God of Wonders 1

Grades 3-7

July 18-23

God of Wonders 2

Grades 8-12

July 25-27

Impact 1

snlym.com

July 29-31

Impact 2

snlym.com

August 1-5

Special Needs Camp

Ages 18-70

August 7-8

Mom & Me

TBA Aug or Sept Grands & Me

Grades 6-12
Grades 2-5

Adults/Ages 6-11
Adults/Grades K-3

Select an event based on the grade the camper will complete Spring of 2021

REGISTRATION OPENS
MARCH 1 2021!
GREENEHILLS.ORG
SAVE THE DATES!

2021 SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULE

Camp Penn

DATE

EVENT

GRADE

June 13-18

Music, Drama & Worship Expresssions

Grades 4-12

June 20-26

Fun, Faith, & Friends

Grades 3-7

June 27 - July 2 Capture His Light Photography Camp

Grades 6-12

June 27 - July 2 Spirit Adventure Camp

Grades 2-6

July 11-16

The Stuff They Don't Teach You at School!

Grades 3-5

July 11-16

The Stuff You Can Teach at School!

Grades 6-8

July 18-23

Camp New Adventure

Grades 3-5

July 18-23

Christ's Motley Crew

Grades 6-12

July 25-30

Arts Innovation

Grades 2-6

July 25-30

Camp For You - NEW

Grades 7-12

Select an event based on the grade the camper will complete Spring of 2021

REGISTRATION OPENS
MARCH 1 2021!
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District Offices
Altoona District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Dr. Joleen Willis
jwillis@susumc.org
Kathy Palmer
altoona@susumc.org
814-693-9220
1381 Plank Rd., Suite 104
Duncansville, PA 16635-8458

Rev. Guy R. Baer of Fayetteville
Pa., Retired Elder, died Wednesday,
April 21, 2021 at home. Among his
survivors is his son, Rev. Dr. Timothy
R. Baer. Obituary

Harrisburg District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Barry Robison
brobison@susumc.org
Kaiti Gallaher Lucente
harrisburg@susumc.org
717-766-8124
303 Mulberry Dr., Suite 200
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3198

Mrs. Theda J. Brinker of York Pa.,
widow of Rev. Luke J. Brinker, died
Friday, March 19, 2021 at Normandie
Ridge in York. Among her survivors
is her son, Rev. David L. Brinker.
Obituary

Lewisburg District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Dr. Gary Weaver
gweaver@susumc.org
Debbie Ackley
lewisburg@susumc.org
570-523-9592
31 Baylor Blvd
Lewisburg, PA 17837-9203

Scranton Wilkes-Barre District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Judy Walker
jwalker@susumc.org
Krissie McDermott
scrantonwilkesbarre@susumc.org
570-901-1569
40 Knob Hill Rd.
Trucksville, PA 18708

State College District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Brenda Leigey
bleigey@susumc.org
Helen Meyer
statecollege@susumc.org
814-237-4365
1200 Haymaker Rd.
State College, PA 16801-6943

Williamsport District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Dr. Paul Amara
pamara@susumc.org
Jill Johnston
williamsport@susumc.org
570-323-7452
2420 Nottingham Rd.
Williamsport, PA 17701-4057

York District
DS:
AA:
Phone:
Office:

Rev. Cathy Boileau
cboileau@susumc.org
Autumn Christine
york@susumc.org
717-755-8863
1910 Kenneth Rd., Suite D
York, PA 17404

SUBSCRIBE!
Susquehanna LINK can be
delivered directly to your
email inbox. Simply send
your email address to
link@susumc.org with
“LINK Subscription” in the
subject line.

PHISHING EMAILS
Once again, it looks like someone is
trying to trick and phish people into
thinking that Bishop Park is sending
an email asking them to send him
gift cards, cash, or some other form
of payment. These emails are being
sent from a created Gmail (or other)
account that may look like it’s from
the Bishop, or even another pastor,
but it is not from their conference
@susumc.org account. Please
inform all your pastors, and make
your church members aware to mark
these fraudulent emails as spam and
ignore them. We are aware that they
are still coming in, but unfortunately
there is nothing we can do except
to tell people to mark these emails
as spam and not reply back. If you
have any questions, please let us
know. Larry McCleaf: lmccleaf@
susumc.org

Mrs. Ruth E. DeWalt of Benson Az.,
widow of Rev. Harrison A. DeWalt,
died Tuesday, February 23, 2021.
Obituary
Rev. R. Wayne Hogue of
Fredericksburg Va., Retired Elder,
died Wednesday, March 24, 2021.
Obituary
Mrs. Alda M. Marden of Philipsburg
Pa., widow of Rev. Norman L. Marden,
died Saturday, March 20, 2021 at
home. Obituary
Pastor Craig A. Newton of York Pa.,
Retired Local Pastor, died Sunday,
January 10, 2021 at SpirtTrust
Lutheran Home. Among his survivors
is his wife, Linda F. Newton. Obituary
Pastor Thomas D. Schroeder on Mt
Wolf Pa., Retired Local Pastor, died
Tuesday, March 23, 2021. Obituary
Mrs. Elizabeth V. Walker of
Williamsport Pa., widow of Rev. Fred
D. Walker, died December 9, 2020 at
the Williamsport Home. Obituary
Pastor Randen N. Wright of Calvin
Pa., Retired Local Pastor, died
Sunday, March 7, 2021. Among his
survivors is his wife, Mary Anna
Wright. Obituary

ERRATUM
Please send corrections to
link@susumc.org

		23
Visit our website at www.susumc.org

Annual Conference, June 18-19, 2021

