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May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in God,
so that we may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
(Romans 15:13)
With You in Christ’s Ministry, Bishop Jeremiah J. Park

The chorus to this popular song, written by Bob Gillman in
1974, reminds us that we are ALL bound together through
God’s gracious love. The residents of your Benevolent
Homes are grateful for your faithfulness and bound to you
in love through the generous gifts you gave in 2018 through
the Golden Cross and Christmas offerings. Thank you!
At any time throughout the year, monetary gifts designated
for Friends of the Homes can be sent to: The Finance Office
303 Mulberry Dr., Ste. 500, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050.
United Methodist Home for Children
A Board of Child Care program
Mechanicsburg

Bethany Village
Mechanicsburg

Normandie Ridge Senior Living Community
York

Quincy Village
Waynesboro

RiverWoods Senior Living Community
Lewisburg

United Methodist Homes
Wesley Village Campus
Pittston

Connecting Ministries

Reflecting on the 2019 General Conference

REV� JASON MACKEY, Director of Connecting Ministries

I

had never been to General
Conference before. I’m not sure
what I expected, but I think it’s safe to
say that this Special Called Session
was like nothing anyone has ever
experienced before.
Imagine trying to hold a family
meeting with 1,000 of your relatives.
Then imagine trying to have an
intimate, worshipful experience in a
space that’s designed to seat 65,000
people. And finally, be sure to include
fundamentalist protesters screaming
hate through a bull horn from across
the street. It really sets the scene for
something great, doesn’t it?
Needless to say, the Conference
did not produce the kind of finality
that our church needs. With pending
rulings from Judicial Council, another
General Conference only 14 months
away, and vows to openly defy our
Discipline, the question is anything
but settled.
A friend of mine said at the end of
the Conference, “I don’t want to hurt
people anymore.” That’s so true,
and yet, collectively our church is
struggling to be faithful to such a

heart cry. The current Traditional Plan
does not allow room for progressives
to live out their theological
convictions, but anything less than
this plan might be seen as infringing
on the theological convictions of
some traditionalists.
Personally, I believe change is
necessary. I believe our covenant
as a connectional system calls us to
passionately defend convictions on
both sides. We are not defined by our
episcopacy or our congregationalism,
but rather the network of clergy
and congregations connecting in
ministry. Our healthy relationships
with one another are foundational.
Naturally then, I struggle with a
call for civil disobedience in order
to spark change. While I respect it
and appreciate the heart behind it, I
personally cannot decide on where
the line must be drawn between
advocacy and covenantal connection.
What I do know is that the
Susquehanna Conference is a
cultural enigma in the scope of the
General Church. We do not play
political games. We do not try to
posture or create voting blocs when
considering business or resolutions.

We consider the merit of every matter
on its own and we faithfully ask
God’s Spirit to guide our choices.
We don’t have a spirit for fighting
and I am proud and grateful to be
part of a conference that values our
relationships over politics. To me,
it means that when it comes to the
question of same-sex marriage and
LGBTQ ordination we see beyond
an issue to the actual persons it
represents.
I am not positive where our church
will land, but I know the values that
guide my conversations and the
conversations of my brothers and
sisters throughout our conference.
I know that for each one of us,
the mission of making disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world, comes first. I pray
that we might soon come to a
resolution that can satisfy us all,
and in the meantime, I thank you for
faithfully and lovingly continuing this
conversation together.

THANK YOU

to our delegation, our
communications staff,
and others from the
Susquehanna Conference
who participated in the
2019 Special Session
of General Conference
with their presence, their
prayers, their faith, their
passion, their love for our
church, their hard work,
and, likely, not much
sleep.
Let us, together, continue
the work of making
disciples for Jesus Christ.
PHOTO SHAWN GILGORE
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Equipping Vital Congregations

The IMPACT! Harrisburg Initiative

KAY L� KOTAN, Director of Equipping Vital Congregations

M

any of the members of the
Susquehanna Conference have
heard about the initiative of Impact!
Harrisburg. Unfortunately, some
information has come second or third
hand. We thought it might be helpful
to offer some clarification for this
exciting initiative that we are in the
midst of as we speak.
The Vision for the New Faith
Community: A dynamic creative
city-wide movement to be a multi-site
diverse community of believers who
meet the physical and spiritual needs
of our neighbors, invest in the lives of
our neighbors, and offer hope to our
neighbors.
The Vision for the Preparation of
a New Faith Community: As the
current individual congregations of
The United Methodist Church, in and
around Harrisburg, we will unite in
faith, community and collaboration so
that we may have a God-sized impact
in and around the city of Harrisburg.
Why was IMPACT! Harrisburg
launched?
1. As Jesus proclaimed in the Great
Commission, our congregations
are to go and make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world. Our congregations
are struggling to live out this core
purpose of the church.
2. Collectively, these ten (now nine
as one has closed in the process)
congregations are worshiping an
average of 359 people. In an area
with a population of approximately
50,000, this means the congregations
are reaching less than one percent of
the population.
3. Overall there has been a
continuous decline in worship
attendance, professions of
faith, baptisms, and small
group participation of the nine
congregations in this initiative.
4. The demographics of the
worshipers no longer match the

demographics of the community
including, but not limited to, race,
age, socioeconomics, and phase of
life.
5. The majority of those attending
worship are commuting to their
church on Sunday, thus adding to the
overall disconnect of the churches
and the neighborhoods. Most
attenders are not “doing life” in the
neighborhoods of the church.
6. Because of the loss of active
attenders, resources are not available
to have full-time clergy serving these
congregations. This results in less
available leadership and decreased
ministry focus.
7. Through a five-month assessment
by teams of the clergy and laity,
these teams identified that, overall,
our churches are struggling to offer
vital ministries to reach new people
for Christ in their neighborhoods.
Yet, many congregants express the
desire to reach new people, but feel
ill-equipped to do so. These current
congregants are critical in making
this new vision possible through their
historic calling in their faithfulness to
be the church.
8. There is duplication of efforts in
worship planning, music, bulletins,
record keeping, membership rolls,
etc. that can be more effectively
and efficiently handled through
centralization and fewer human
resources leaving more resources
(time, energy, and dollars) for
ministry.
9. To reach more, younger,
and diverse members of these
communities, we will need to
offer Jesus in new and innovative
methods. The congregations have
very limited resources to offer such.

The Process
IMPACT! Harrisburg started in August
with a letter to the congregations
from Rev Barry Robison, Harrisburg
District Superintendent. Each
church was asked to form a prayer
team and conduct prayer walks in
their neighborhoods. Surrounding
churches were asked to pray for the
churches participating in IMPACT!
Harrisburg. A diverse group of leaders
of both laity and clergy were equipped
and sent out as a Resource Team
to meet with the pastor and laity
from each church. The process was
launched with a city-wide worship
experience on September 9, 2018 at
Camp Curtin Memorial Mitchell. In the
months of September and October
a thorough assessment of each
congregation was conducted onsite
at each church. In addition to the
assessment, each church was asked
how they could be a part of reaching
more people in Harrisburg and the
surrounding areas. While there was
the hope of finding pockets of vitality
to build upon, instead the Resource
Team found that for the most part,
the churches were struggling
individually and collectively to reach
their neighborhoods for Jesus Christ.
When the Resource Team gathered
to review all the assessments on
November 7, 2018, the Team then
discerned and recommended a vital
merger into a new faith community.
The plan for the vital merger was then
created by members of the Resource
Team. The Bishop and Cabinet were
presented the recommendation and
approved the plan on November
28, 2018. During another city-wide
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

10. Due to the decreasing availability
of financial resources, most of the
facilities have long-standing deferred
maintenance issues, which now result
in issues such as safety, accessibility,
and liability concerns.
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Find tools and training to equip your church at www.equippingvitalcongregations.org
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Events
Special
Sundays

Fresh Expressions of Faith
Training (see p. 21)
March 30, 2019
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Pajama Factory, 1307 Park Avenue
Williamsport, PA 17701
www.equippingvitalcongregations.
org/events

UMCOR Sunday (see p. 18-19)
March 30, 2019
www.umcgiving.org/how-we-give#sundays

Ecumenical Advocacy Days
for Global Peace with Justice
April 5-8, 2019
17th Annual Conference in
Washington, D.C.
https://advocacydays.org/2019troubling-the-waters/registration

Native American Ministries
Sunday (see p. 26)
May 5, 2019
www.umcgiving.org/how-we-give#sundays

Post General Conference
Discussion
May 5, 2019
Watch www.susumc.org for details.

Change the World
(Faith & Politics)
(see p.27)

May 18-20, 2019
United Methodist Advocacy in PA.
www.susumc.org/change-the-world/

Preaching with Power
(see p.21)

June 15, 2019
Faith UMC, 512 Hughes St,
Bellefonte, PA 16823
Watch www.susumc.org for details.
6
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Take the Challenge!

n 2019 we challenge each and every
one of our congregations to start a
Fresh Expression of Faith! What’s a
Fresh Expression of Faith, you ask? A
Fresh Expression of Faith is a group of
non-believers gathering for a common
cause to build relationships and explore
faith together. FEoF take us outside
our church buildings and into the
community. This might be a gathering of
people in a gym, coffee shop, or a park.
A ministry that meets people where they
are already gathering in new, exciting
ways for Christ.
To help you to start a fresh expression
in your local community, there will
be two workshop opportunities. One

workshop will be held on March 30 in
Williamsport. A second workshop will
be conducted at the pre-conference
workshops on May 29 and 30. Visit
the Equipping Vital Congregations
website for more information - www.
equippingvitalcongregrations.com.
Let’s do this together and let’s have
some fun along the way! Challenge the
other churches in your area and district
to join. Use #SUSUMCChallenge on
Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter to show
everyone what you’ve been working on.
Visit www.susumc.org/bishopschallenge
to keep up to date!

2019 Special Session of the General Conference
2019 Special Session of the General Conference Opens
with a Day of Prayer
Janelle Walker, Asst. Director of
Communications, SUSUMC
Saturday, February 23 — The day
began with a sense of humility. The
Dome at America’s Center, a former
NFL football stadium, was filled with
prayerful thoughts, thanksgiving, and
unity, even with the knowledge that
what laid ahead for the assembled
delegates would be difficult and would
test their spirit.
From the US, to Europe, Africa,
Southeast Asia, and the Philippines;
the prayers remained a consistent
surrender to God’s will, an embrace
of the Lord’s everlasting love and
grace, and thankfulness for one
another.
“Today has been an amazing day
where we have gathered with
delegates and bishops from around
the world, to be in prayer thanking
God for the many ways that God
continues to use the United Methodist
Church here in the United States,
and globally as well.” Said Rev.
Larry Leland, Clergy Delegate and
Lewisburg District superintendent.
The 2019 General Conference was
opened by Bishops Al Gwinn (retired),
Robert T. Hoshibata (Phoenix), and
Debra Wallace-Padgett (Birmingham)
sharing prayers of humility, unity,
and surrender to God’s Sovereignty;
setting the tone for the Day of Prayer.
Bishops Eduard Khegay (Moscow)
and Harald Ruckert (Germany) led
the delegates of General Conference
through prayerful worship with and for
Europe and Eurasia. Highlighting the
complexities of UMC congregations
throughout the Europe and Eurasian
regions - worshiping in 16 countries,
in 20 languages, and 310 local
churches - serving tens of thousands
of people. They gave thanks for the
diverse family of God, the richness
of mission work and cultures; and
for unity in Christ Jesus. Praying
for struggling economies, political
differences, displaced people, and

restrictions on
religious freedom.
They ended with a
time of experiential
prayer at stations
throughout the
main concourse
and within the main
bar of the General
Conference.
Praying continued,
with Bishops Mande
Muyombo (North Katanga) and John
Yambasu (Sierra Leone) leading
prayers with and for Africa. They
began with giving thanks to God for
spirituality, diversity, church vitality,
and mission. Transitioning to prayer
for the many missional challenges the
continent faces: health, education,
leadership development, women’s
empowerment, and agriculture.
Ending with an offering of prayer
for the 2019 General Conference
and the important work the General
Conference had before it, followed by
group prayer between delegates and
their neighboring tables.
Layne Miller, one of the lay delegates
from the Susquehanna Conference
said, “There were so many great
elements, praying silently and
individually, praying with the people
from our delegation, around the table,
and praying with strangers that we
don’t know. There were communion
elements, an element of asking
for forgiveness, which was very
meaningful to me. Especially as we
face tomorrow, we don’t know what
is to come, but this day set a great
tone for everything that’s going to be
coming.”
Bishops Minerva Carcaño (San
Francisco) and Leonard Fairley
(Louisville) led prayer with and for the
USA. Offering thanksgiving prayers
for New Church Development,
UMCOR Mission Teams, and
Ministries with Young People. Then
asking heartfelt prayers for those
living in poverty, those living as

PHOTO BY MIKE DUBOSE, UMNS

migrants, those affected by gun
violence, and those living in modernday slavery. Ending their time with
a blessing for the Prayer Room and
Prayer Volunteers by Bishops Bob
Farr (Missouri) and Frank Beard
(Illinois). The delegates were then
dismissed for self-guided prayer.
The afternoon began with a time of
prayer with and for the Philippines
and Southeast Asia led by Bishops
Ciriaco Francisco (Manila), Rudy
Juan (Davao), and Pedro Torio
(Baguio). They started in song
celebrating God’s thriving work
and joyfully thanking God for many
blessings. Asking prayer for the many
struggles they face: an increase in
poverty, climate change, human rights
violations, violence against women,
children, and indigenous people;
displacement and migration, extrajudicial killings, and overseas Filipino
workers. Their time ended with all
Bishops joining hands on stage in a
powerful moment of prayer in each of
their native languages.
Bishop Gary Mueller (Arkansas)
offered some closing remarks of
courage, “When it comes to difficult
times, when comes to deep pain,
when it comes to challenges, it takes
every ounce of courage you have to
overcome it.”
The day closed with Communion
served by all the Bishops to the
delegations on the floor, and to
visitors throughout the concourses of
the building.

Find information and news from the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference at https://tinyurl.com/UMGC2019
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2019 Special Session of the General Conference
Day 2 - General Conference Begins Legislative Business
Janelle Walker, Asst. Director of
Communications, SUSUMC
Sunday, February 24 — The
morning session was opened by
Bishop Robert T. Hoshibata (Phoenix
Episcopal Area) who welcomed all
in attendance and called everyone
to worship. The Council of Bishops
then entered in processional to
“Lift High the Cross”. Worship
concluded with a unifying message
from Council of Bishop President
Kenneth Carter of the Florida
Episcopal Area (https://tinyurl.com/
GC2019OpeningAddress). Bishop
Carter spoke of telling his story, our
stories, and God’s story. “Your story is
not the only story. So, we sit in these
places, these privileged places, to
share our stories and to listen to the
stories of others. The good news is
that God has a story too”, said Bishop
Carter. He went on to talk about what
divides us and breaking down those
divisions through Christ. “Could it be
that Jesus has already broken down
the dividing wall of hostility that is
between us and made peace through
the blood of the cross?”, Bishop
Carter reminded the delegates to
remember that God is able to heal
divisions and separations.

sustaining votes received a ‘yes’ vote.
The morning continued with a
presentation from the Commission
on a Way Forward. Moderators for
the Commission, Bishops Ken Carter
(Florida), Sandra Steiner Ball (West
Virginia), and David Yemba (Congo)
introduced the commission with a
brief overview. Rev. Dr. Tom Salsgiver
was joined by Rev. Julie Hager
Love to introduce the commission’s
members. Rev. Jasmine Smothers
presented the One Church Plan,
followed by Mazvita Machinga
who presented the Connectional
Conference Plan. And lastly, Rev.
Jessica LaGrone, gave an overview
of the Traditional Plan.
The morning closed with members
of the commission conveying their
experience working together. They
spoke of the tremendous love and

respect they have for one another,
the difficulties of coming from so
many diverse backgrounds and
agreeing to disagree on viewpoints;
and avoiding approaching each
other with judgment or anger but with
mutual understanding, admiration,
and love.
The afternoon began with the
business of prioritizing the petitions.
Delegates voted on all petitions as
either a ‘High or “Low’ priority. The
results below are all petitions, ranked
in order of priority, as decided by the
general conference body.
After prioritization, the general
conference moved into electing the
legislative committee. Rev. Joe Harris
(Communications Director, Oklahoma
Conference) was elected Chair;
Rev. Betty Kazadi Musau (Secretary,
Central Congo Conference) was

“Bishop Carter’s sermon this morning
was powerful and reminded us of
our task as delegates as we look for
a way forward”, said Rev. Dr. Tom
Salsgiver, Clergy Delegate, Assistant
to the Bishop.
Following the message from Bishop
Carter; Gary Graves, Secretary of
the General Conference, named
Bishop Christian Alsted from the
Northern Europe and Eurasia Central
Conference as presiding bishop for
the morning. The session quickly
moved into business, completing
roll call and establishing the bar of
the conference. The Committee on
Agenda and Calendar presented their
report, which was adopted. Next, the
Committee on Reference presented
their report. Finally, the Plan of
Organization and Rules of Order for
8

Find information and news from the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference at https://tinyurl.com/UMGC2019

2019 Special Session of the General Conference
Day 3 - Legislative Committee
elected Vice-Chair, and Carlene
Fogle-Miller (Pastor, North Georgia
Conference) was elected Secretary.
Following the vote, petitions were
open for discussion with the
legislative committee. First was the
petition that addressed Wespath
pension liabilities of departing
churches and the accrued benefits
of departing clergy. In the legislative
committee’s first vote, delegates
passed Wespath’s petition 768 to
44, which moved it on to the plenary
session. Concerns about being so
close to scheduled adjournment led
delegates to vote to adjourn early and
begin Monday with discussion of the
Traditional Plan.
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Janelle Walker, Asst. Director of
Communications, SUSUMC
Monday, February 25 — The 2019
Special Session of the General
Conference opened with the
discussion of petitions that made up
the Traditional Plan. David Livingston
of the Great Plains Conference asked
to postpone discussion to the end
of the day. Livingston talked about
how his children frequently don’t hear
about “the ‘love’ part of Christ, but
only the ‘judgment’ part.”
After debate between delegates,
it was decided to continue with
discussion. Traditional Plan petitions
and amendments moved to the
floor for debate. The Legislative
Committee voted to approve the
Traditional Plan as amended by a
vote of 461 to 359. Which moved it to
the plenary session on Tuesday. The
balance of the morning was spent
on two more petitions, numbered
90066 and 90059, both dealing
with disaffiliation, which were both
approved.
The afternoon opened with of
discussion of the One Church Plan
petitions. A number of close votes
for amendments to petitions ensued,
including one tied vote. The tied vote
resulted in defeat due to majority
rule, the One Church Plan would not
move to the Tuesday plenary after a
vote of No- 436 (53.04%) to Yes- 386
(46.96%).
“Today was a very emotional and
difficult day for many of us, and I just
want to say how proud I am of our
delegation and you should be proud
of them too,” said Lisa Bender, Chair
of Delegation, and Lay Delegate.
“They have worked very hard, they
have been faithful and at their table,
voting and doing everything that’s
required of us. And even though
we sometimes don’t have the
same opinion, we have been very
supportive of each other. We respect
one another’s opinions, even though
they aren’t the same as ours, and we
truly do love each other and we are

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN BARRY, UMNS

so grateful for each other and for the
opportunity to be here.”
Following the vote, the petition for
Disaffiliation – Ottjes New Par. 2548
– 90058 was defeated. The next
motion on the floor was to reject all
remaining petitions. An amendment
to that motion was approved to
exclude the Simple Plan. Following
that approval, the delegation voted
to reject all remaining petitions. A
request was then moved to refer both
remaining plans (the Traditional and
the Simple) to Judicial Council for a
declaratory decision, which means
the council would rule on the nature
of the constitutionality of each plan.
The request was approved with a
vote of 437 to 371.
The day ended with a discussion of
the Simple Plan. After debate, it was
defeated by a vote of 494 to 323. All
plans are able to be brought to the
plenary floor on Tuesday if enough
delegates file for a Minority Report
(https://tinyurl.com/GC2019MR)
“It was a long day, it was a day that
had some hurt and some division, it
was very difficult to see the church
working through that hurt together.
At the same time, we also ended
with worship, as we always do, in
a note of hope, so we will see what
tomorrow brings. As far as the results
of today, we have the Traditional
Plan that we will be working on and
perfecting tomorrow, as well as some
additional pieces of legislation that we
are going to be looking at,” Rev. Beth
Jones, Clergy Delegate.
A complete listing of Feb 25 actions:
https://tinyurl.com/GC2019Feb25
A complete listing of all the petitions
and the remaining plans: https://
tinyurl.com/GC2019AEDCA
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2019 Special Session of the General Conference
Day 4 - The Traditional Plan Passes
Janelle Walker, Asst. Director of
Communications, SUSUMC
Tuesday, February 26 — The
morning started with a spirit-led
worship service. Mr. Fred Brewington
of the New York Conference delivered
a reflection message on courage and
assurance. “From Jesus’ viewpoint,
fear is counteracted by faith, and the
outcome is peace. What do we do
when we are afraid? When we face
danger? When we face uncertainty?
Do we hide? Do we close our eyes?
Do we find comfort in someone’s
arms? Do we dwell in “worst-case
scenarios”? Do we pray? Can we will
ourselves to not be afraid? Probably
not. But what we can do is have faith:
the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen. And
what we seek is peace, knowing that
God holds us by the hand, resting in
the assurance of God’s presence with
us,” Mr. Brewington said.
Business followed shortly after. First
was a vote to approve a timeline for
the Central Conferences to adopt the
plan which was sustained. Wespath
petitions 90016-90017 were adopted
with amendments.
Followed by Judicial Council decision
1377 which ruled: Petitions 90032,
90036, 90042, 90043, 90044, 90046,
90047 are constitutional.

the plan were brought to floor.
Followed by a moment of powerful
unifying prayer by the delegates
in front of the stage. The vote to
substitute the Minority Report (One
Church Plan) was voted down (449
to 374).
Following the vote, the debate on
the Traditional Plan was next. An
emotional Shayla Jordan (age 21)
of the Great Plains Conference,
gathered with many young delegates
on the floor to argue against the
Traditional Plan. “People speaking
here don’t represent the church that
will be for years down the road,” she
said. The morning ended with a no
vote for an amendment to petition
90032.
The afternoon began with more
debate of the Traditional Plan.
Amendment after amendment were
brought to the Conference floor.
Presiding Bishop Cynthia Fierro
Harvey of Louisiana was challenged
on several decisions and was upheld
on all of them. At one point, Carlene
Fogle-Miller of Florida, who served
as Secretary during the previous
Legislative Committee, made a
motion to refer rumors of bribery to
the Committee on Ethics, which was
passed.
After passionate arguments for and

against, the Traditional Plan was
brought to motion to vote. But, Bishop
Harvey allowed for several calls of
order that challenged the Traditional
Plan, including a call for a report from
the General Council of Finance and
Administration, which was denied.
A final vote for the Traditional Plan
followed, which was passed by a vote
of 438 to 384 (53.28% to 46.72%).
Following the vote, a group LGTBQ
allies gathered on the delegation
floor singing and show of solidarity.
Protests could be heard in the
background and one point a sitin occurred on stage. However,
business continued with votes for
the disaffiliation Minority Report; to
send the Traditional Plan to Judicial
Council; and an Omnibus motion
to not support petitions 90079 and
90018-90031 were all passed.
Rev. Donna Pritchard of the OregonIdaho Conference was the last
delegate to speak, stating that the
Western Jurisdiction will continue to
be “One Church”.
The day ended as it began, with
worship. Council of Bishops President
Kenneth Carter then made a brief
statement and the 2019 Special
Session of the General Conference
was adjourned.
United Methodist News Service story:
https://tinyurl.com/GC2019Feb26

Petitions 90033, 90034, 90038 violate
paragraphs. 20 and 58 in the Book of
Discipline and are unconstitutional.
Petitions 90037, 90038, 90039,
90040 violate the principles of legality
and are unconstitutional.
Petition 90045, the second sentence
is unconstitutional.
Petition 90059 violates paragraph. 33
and 41 and is unconstitutional.
Petition 90066 violates p. 33
unconstitutional.
Next, the One Church Plan was
brought forth as a minority report.
Rev. Tom Berlin of Virginia presented
the plan to the delegation. Very
emotional arguments for and against
10
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Find information and news from the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference at https://tinyurl.com/UMGC2019

TOTAL

024

FRESH EXPRESSION 			CHURCH			DISTRICT
Pajama Factory (Monday Dinner)
Contemplative Prayer
Neighborhood worship Ravine Rd
Ride for Triumph (Motorcycles)
Puffs and Pontification (Lycoming Campus)
Lycoming College Staff
Neighborhood Worship (Walnut St)
IF Table
Rugby Church
Fit Faith
Bibles at the Bar
Dinner Church
Yoga Chapel
Dinner Church
Campfire Church
Family Group
Budget Inn Community Center
Refresh Church
YMCA Church
Linden Terrace
Worship Music & Prayer at Max’s Bar
Fishing & Bible Stories
Forest Therapy Walking
Ponder & Paddle

First UMC Williamsport		Williamsport
First UMC Williamsport		Williamsport
First UMC Williamsport		Williamsport
First UMC Williamsport		Williamsport
First UMC Williamsport		Williamsport
First UMC Williamsport		Williamsport
First UMC Williamsport		Williamsport
First UMC Williamsport		Williamsport
First UMC Williamsport		Williamsport
First UMC Williamsport		Williamsport
Trinity UMC
State College				
Trinity UMC, State College
State College
Camp Hill UMC
Harrisburg
Good Shepherd UMC
Lewisburg
Watsontown UMC
Lewsiburg
Watsontown UMC
Lewisburg
Fishing Creek Salem UMC
Harrisburg
Camp Hill UMC
Harrisburg
Camp Hill UMC
Harrisburg
Camp Hill UMC
Harrisburg
Halifax UMC
Harrisburg
Mainesburg UMC
Williamsport
Faith UMC
Williamsport
Tunkhannock UMC
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre

AND there are many more in the exploration stages ,.. stay tuned!
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Finance Office Changes
February 13, 2019

O

n behalf of the Council on Finance and
Administration and the Episcopal Office, we
need to share the news of the resignation of
Mrs. Andra Haverstock as our Conference Treasurer/
Comptroller. Andra has served our Susquehanna Annual
Conference as the Conference Treasurer for the past
three years. Previously, she served as Conference
Pension and Benefits Officer.
We are very grateful to Andra for her service to our
conference with these very demanding responsibilities
and her faithful stewardship of our conference resources,
as well as her participation as a member of the Full
Cabinet. Our prayers and thoughts are with Andra in this
time of transition.
On January, 25, 2019, Kelly Cox, Conference Benefits
Officer, announced her resignation. Since then, Kelly
has rejoined the team through March 31, 2019, on a
temporary, part-time basis to help us through this time of
transition.
Over her 3 years with the Susquehanna Conference,
Kelly has brought a beautiful and helpful presence to her
position and has guided many of you through changes
in the health and benefits areas. She has truly offered
herself in ministry to the church in every interaction. We
are grateful for Kelly’s continued assistance and we wish
her the best in her future ministries.
In the meantime, please know that the Conference
Council on Finance and Administration along with the
Finance Office and conference leadership will continue
to serve the needs of the conference. Rev. Jason
Mackey, who is the Director of Connecting Ministries and
Administrative Services will provide daily oversight of the
Finance Office at this time. Please contact Mrs. Mollye
Inners, receptionist of the conference office at 717-7667441 with your questions and she will direct your call.
We are committed to respond to your needs. We want
to assure you that conference staff are in place to serve
you and your church. We ask for your prayers for the
Finance Office, Council on Finance and Administration,
and conference leadership during this time of transition.
With You in Christ’s Ministry,
Jeremiah J. Park

Timothy R. Baer,

Resident Bishop

President, Council on
Finance and Administration

New Treasurer Announced
March 11, 2019

O

ver the past four weeks,
the Council on Finance
& Administration
has been working diligently
to evaluate and identify our
next steps as a conference
regarding the transition in the
office of Conference Treasurer/
Comptroller. After much
conversation and consultation with
the General Council on Finance & Administration, we
have decided to hire an interim Chief Financial Officer
(CFO) who will care for the Conference Treasurer and
Benefits Officer duties, while we continue to craft new
job descriptions and perform a nation-wide search for a
long-term replacement.
Today we are pleased to announce that Joni Way has
been hired as Interim CFO.
Recently retired from the Kentucky Conference where
she had been serving as the Treasurer and Benefits
Officer since 2013, Joni is a Certified Public Accountant
with over 30 years of experience. She has performed
financial reporting for Fortune 200 companies, including
Yum! Brands, the parent company of Pizza Hut, Taco
Bell, and KFC.
In 2011, Joni earned a Master of Arts in Christian
Ministries from Asbury Theological Seminary and left
the public sector to help launch Revolution Church
(revolutionky.org) in Louisville, KY, a Conference
sponsored new church start. Joni has a keen sense
for details and numbers and can’t resist solving a
puzzle. We look forward to working with Joni to bring
our Finance Department through this transition. As a
resident of Dallas, TX she will work onsite and remotely.
You may contact her via email: jway@susumc.org.
For those waiting on statements and reports and
those eager for online access, we hope to deliver that
information as soon as possible. We appreciate your
patience as we continue to work through this challenging
time. Questions about this transition may be directed to
the President of CF&A, Rev. Dr. Timothy Baer at tbaer@
susumc.org.
We are glad that Joni made herself available to serve
our conference. Your prayers for her and the Finance
Department would be deeply appreciated.
With You In Christ’s Ministry,
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Jeremiah J. Park

Timothy R. Baer,

Resident Bishop

President, Council on
Finance and Administration
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Walker Appointed as Scranton/Wilkes-Barre DS
February 10, 2019

I

am very pleased and thrilled to announce the
appointment of the Rev. Judy L. Walker as
Superintendent of the Scranton Wilkes-Barre District
effective July 1, 2019. She will succeed the Rev. Marian
E. Hartman who will enter the retired relationship at this
year’s Annual Conference.
Rev. Walker graduated from Aberdeen High School,
Aberdeen, Md., Penn State University with a Bachelor of
Sciences degree in Elementary Education, and Lancaster
Theological Seminary with a Master of Divinity Degree.
She was recommended for ordained ministry by the
Fillmore United Methodist Church. She became a local
pastor in 2006, was commissioned in 2010, and was
ordained in 2012. As a second career pastor, she has
served the following pastorates: Windsor Grace, Delta/
Bryansville Charge, and Shavertown United Methodist
Church since July 1st, 2013. Shavertown Church is one of
the largest and highly vital congregations in the Scranton
Wilkes Barre District.
The Cabinet is overjoyed to welcome Rev. Judy Walker to
its table. She’s a good preacher, excellent administrator,
has a passion for social justice, and her connectional,
collegial, positive personality was lifted up among her
many outstanding gifts and graces for ministry. Judy has
been active in many aspects of our connectional life. She
along with her husband, Pastor David A. Walker served
for several years on the Bishop’s Retreat Committee,
including a time as Co-Chairpersons of the committee. She

is presently a member
of the Conference
Nominations Committee.
She also served on the
Conference Board of
Trustees from 2013-2017.
Judy is a very talented
musician and she has
served as the pianist at
several congregations
before she started her
ministry as a pastor.
Judy enjoys reading and
walking, along with her
music.

Rev. Walker is married to David who serves on the
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry as the Registrar
for Local Pastors and Associate Members. They have two
sons, Brad and Jeremy. I would ask that you keep Judy
and David in prayer as they make this significant transition.
I also ask your prayer for the Shavertown congregation
and the Scranton Wilkes-Barre District as they live into
this time of transition. Please join me in expressing
appreciation to Judy for her willingness to follow God’s call
upon her life to serve as a District Superintendent for such
a time as this.
With You in Christ’s Ministry,
Jeremiah J. Park

Winter Collection Takes God’s Love to Harrisburg
By Ann Geyer and Dana Myers

As an expression of its mission to share the love of Christ
with its community, Mount Zion UMC in Enola began the
new year, 2019, by inviting members of the congregation
to collect gently used flat shoes, coats, sweaters, hats,
scarves, gloves, and blankets for distribution to non-profit
organization in downtown Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The
church’s Fund Raising Committee coordinated the effort.
As word of the outreach spread on social media, bags
of winter wear arrived from persons across the local
community, and on January 27, over 1,300 items had been
collected.

Shoes were placed next to the pews, coats were laid on
the altar of the church’s sanctuary, and many more items
filled bins placed in the church’s gathering area. The items
were blessed by Rev. John Overman before they were
delivered to area ministries.
The overwhelming response meant that Mount Zion
UMC was able to help Downtown Daily Bread, Bethesda
Mission, Neighborhood Center, Shalom House, Salvation
Army all located in Harrisburg, and blankets for Pat Nissel
for distribution to people living on the streets in Harrisburg.
Additional items were donated to Community Aid,
Mechanicsburg.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DANA MYERS
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Susquehanna Conference Establishes Disability Ministries Task Force
Rev. Rebecca L. Holland
Chair, Disability Ministries Task Force

M

y name is Rebecca and I am a
visually impaired clergywoman
serving at Christ Community
UMC in the Altoona
District. I was born
with a complicated
medical condition
that caused me to
lose a great deal
of my eyesight.
When I was several
months old, a wellmeaning doctor told my mother, “Just
take that child home and love her. She
is not going to amount to anything. She
is going to be blind.”
That doctor was wrong. I was a
child of God and had therefore already
“amounted to something.” All children
of God have sacred worth.
Disability in the Church and
the World
Despite the fact that all people have
sacred worth, the statistics regarding
disability and the church are troubling:
• People with disabilities are
significantly less likely to attend a
church service.
• People with disabilities are more
likely to have NEVER attended a
church service.
• For many reasons, parents of
children with disabilities are less
likely to bring their children to
church than parents of children
without disabilities.
• The majority of disabilities are
invisible. It is impossible to tell who
has a disability simply by the way a
person looks.
There is an entire group of people
within our communities whose spiritual
needs are not being met.
Our Call to Serve “the Least
of These”
I was raised in the church and
was confirmed as a member of
Ridge St. United Methodist Church in
Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania. Even with
my low vision, I went on to graduate
from Millersville University with a
Bachelor’s degree in English Education
and from Wesley Theological Seminary
with a Master of Divinity.
In the United States, 70% of adults
14

who are blind are unemployed. That
is part of the reason that I couldn’t
help but weep with joy last year when
I was ordained as an elder at Annual
Conference and, at last, empowered
to live out the call that God had placed
upon my life.
It has been a long and difficult
journey, but today I am the happiest
that I have ever been. I would not be
where I am today if it were not for the
love of Christ and the support of my
church family. I want other people with
disabilities to be able to experience the
joy that God’s love brings.
God has taken my weakness
and made it a strength. I am deeply
troubled that many people with
disabilities do not have a church family.
Because of my own struggle, I have
a special empathy for people with
disabilities and I believe that God has
placed a very special call upon my life
to serve “the least of these.” (Matthew
25:40)

group and serve alongside: Rev.
Mitch Galloway, Rev. Craig Gommer,
Rev. James C. House, Rev. Jennett
Wertz, Rev. Robert Stump, Rev. Carol
Gathagan, Pastor Julie Rosensteel,
Mrs. Abigail Kane, Mrs. Pamela
Harker, Mrs. Wendy Albright, Mr. Jerry
Post, and Mr. Jeffery D. Holland.
The structure of Disability Ministries
mirrors that of the Mental Health
Task Force (Rev. Evelyn Madison,
Chair) and falls under the umbrella of
Inclusion and Connectional Ministries.
We also work closely with Child
Advocacy (Rev. Ed Zeiders, Chair)
in order to advocate for the needs
of children with disabilities in the
Susquehanna Conference.
Our group is closely affiliated with
The DisAbility Ministries Committee
(www.UMCDMC.org), which serves
the entire United Methodist Church,
and the United Methodist Association
of Ministers with Disabilities (www.
UMDisabledMinisters.org).

The Disability Ministries Task Force
On January 18, 2019, the
Susquehanna Conference made a
huge stride in working to serve the
needs of people with disabilities by
establishing the Disability Ministries
Task Force. I was deeply honored to
be appointed the chair of the group.
The goal of Disability Ministries is
to lead the Susquehanna Conference
in creating a culture where people
with disabilities are fully included in
all aspects of worship, leadership,
ministry, and mission. Disability
Ministries will work to advocate for
the needs of people with disabilities,
empower people with disabilities, and
educate members of churches and
communities about issues related to
disabilities and disability awareness.

Disability Awareness Sunday
Currently, Disability Ministries of
the Susquehanna Conference has
a motion before the 2019 Annual
Conference in order to ask for
affirmation for the work that we have
been doing since January. The motion
also calls for Annual Conference
to establish the Second Sunday in
October as Disability Awareness
Sunday. According to the Book of
Discipline, each Annual Conference is
to establish a Special Sunday in honor
of Disability Awareness.

Our Team
Disability Ministries of the
Susquehanna Conference is
comprised of both clergy and laity,
many of whom have disabilities
themselves or loved ones who
have disabilities. Many members
of Disability Ministries also have
extensive experience working with and
empowering people with disabilities in
both the church and the community.
I am deeply honored to chair this

Find Out More
We are looking for resource persons
and laity to serve as members of
our team. For more information
and resources, or to subscribe to
our newsletter, visit our website at
www.DisabilityUMC.org. Our blog is
updated regularly with news related to
disability awareness and the disability
community. Our website also includes
a list of recommended books and
resources.
You can also
find and “like”
us on Facebook
- search for
susumcdisability.

www.DisabilityUMC.org and www.facebook.com/SUSUMCDisability

IMPACT! Harrisburg Announces Pastoral Team
IMPACT! Harrisburg is a dynamic citywide movement that begins with a vital
merger of current ministries and then
becomes a multi-site diverse community
of believers who meet the physical and
spiritual needs of our neighbors, invest
in the lives of our neighbors, and offer
hope to our neighbors. Bishop Jeremiah
Park is excited to announce the first
step in living into this vision. Pastors
Kris Sledge and Deb Port will be two of
the pastors of this newly forming faith
community.

is learning from the pastors and staff
of one of the fastest growing urban
United Methodist Churches in the US.
Kris is humbled and excited to begin
serving as the Lead Pastor of this new
faith community. He loves to drink
coffee, travel, read, and connect with
new people. His wife, Hannah, also
serves in ministry at St. John’s UMC in
Chambersburg.
Most recently, Kris served as pastor
of State Line UMC near Greencastle,
Pennsylvania. He was born and raised
in Selinsgrove, Pa. He attended
Messiah College where he graduated
with a B.A. in Biblical and Religious
Studies. Kris also holds a Masters
of Divinity from Wesley Theological
Seminary in Washington D.C. Before
becoming the pastor at State Line, he
served as a Pastoral Assistant and
Director of Young Adult Ministries at
Fishing Creek Salem UMC in Etters, Pa.

Pastor Kristopher “Kris” Sledge
Kris who has lived and studied in the
city of Harrisburg, will move back to the
city effective July 1, to take on this new
appointment. His love and passion for
urban ministry are self-evident. Kris was
recently identified as a high potential
church planter and moved into extension
ministry to accept an internship at The
Gathering in St. Louis, Mo. There he

Pastor Deborah “Deb” Port

Deb, who currently serves at 29th Street
UMC, has already been announced
as the Interim Pastor through June 30
and is pleased to continue as part the
new leadership team of this new faith
community. She has an enthusiasm
for urban ministry and wants to have a
major impact on the city.
“God is at work and has placed the
city of Harrisburg on my heart. I am
confident that God will do amazing
things and am humbled to be part of it,”
said Port.
Living in Paxtang, just blocks from the
city limits, Deb is an active leader in
the community with many relationships.
Like Kris, Deb was also assessed as a
church planter with great potential.
Deb grew up in Middletown. Before
she became a pastor, she worked
as a Certified Nursing Assistant in a
residential community and private inhome care. She graduated from the
University of Pennsylvania where she
majored in Jewish Studies in 2010. She
later received her Master of Divinity from
Evangelical Seminary with awards in
biblical studies and systematic theology
in 2017. Her first appointment was at
Longstown UMC in York.
She has been married to her husband
Nic for 14 years. They have four
children: Abigail (7), Hannah (6),
Elizabeth (3), and Jonathan (2). This
year they are also hosting a German
exchange student.
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Where Your Treasure Is
Do not store up for yourselves treasure on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal;
but store up for yourselves treasure in heaven...for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 6:19-21

Making Disciples with Stewardship
REV. PHYLLIS BOWERS, Executive Director

It’s not enough to make a living. You
-- YOU are called to make disciples.
Stewardship teaches you how to
grow to make disciples. Gather
clothes to give to others and you can
clothe them with God’s “compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience.” Organize a food drive and
you can model Jesus’ offer to “come,
buy and eat-- without money.”
Stewardship teaches you how
to equip your churches to make
disciples. Invest your talents and you
can practice committing “your ways to
the Lord.” Put in your two cents worth
and you can share “where your heart
is also.”
Stewardship teaches you how to

connect to the communities around
you. Stop along the road to help and
you can “serve one another, as good
stewards of God’s varied grace.”
Show others the importance plannedgiving to care for the future, and you
can remember and praise God for the
ultimate planned gift of Jesus Christ.
Making disciples involves following
Jesus’ command to love as he does.
Making disciples involves putting
others first, to share and live the
Sermon on the Mount. You and I are
stewards of the Great Commission
and of the world. This is an awesome
blessing.
Stewardship is about managing your
vision, time, opportunities, message,
and heart. It is the foundation that

helps us make disciples.
It’s not enough to make a living.
It’s not even enough to make a
difference. We –WE are called to
make disciples together for his glory.
Thank God for this joy!

The United Methodist Stewardship Foundation
REV. PHYLLIS M. BOWERS
Executive Director
3901 Hartzdale Dr. Suite 110, Camp Hill, PA 17011
Phone 717-766-7343 Toll Free 800-272-0113
sfcpa@umstewardship.org

W

ith the amount of time Pastor
Bill Gibson spends as a
dedicated volunteer at RiverWoods
Senior Living Community in
Lewisburg, many people assume he
is a resident.
Gibson has served as a pastor
for almost 40 years in various
parts of Pennsylvania. Thirteen
years ago, active church member
Carl Schlappi asked Bill to join
his foursome at the Albright Care
Services Golf Challenge, an annual
event supporting the Benevolent
Care Fund at Albright, which helps
residents who have outlived their
financial resources by providing
for essential needs. Bill has now
participated in the golf challenge for
12 years. Golfers are asked to raise
at least $500 dollars and Gibson
said, “I think the first year, I raised
a little over $800. For the last six
or seven years, I’ve been over the
$1,000 mark. Last year was my
best ever, as I raised more than
$2,500. The cumulative total for [our
foursome is] about $57,800. We are
looking forward to this year’s event
and hope to raise even more.”
According to Rev. Sue Jamison,
Director of the Annual Fund at
Albright and coordinator of the Golf
Challenge, Bill has cumulatively
raised $15,013 in the 12 years he
has been a fund-raiser golfer. “The
secret to this success is building a
growing list of donors,” she said.
Beginning in 2012, Bill has
volunteered at the annual Grande
Illumination event at RiverWoods,
which also supports benevolent
care, where more than 80

volunteers place and light about
1,000 luminaries across the campus
of RiverWoods for three days in
December. He is a section leader
at the event and enjoys leading
volunteers across the campus to
light luminaries in honor of loved
ones.
Bill also served on the board of the
RiverWoods Auxiliary, along with his
wife Rose. Bill served as treasurer,
while Rose served three years as
vice president and three years as
president. In addition, the couple
volunteers at the front desk of the
Adam’s Center for Rehabilitation
at RiverWoods on Saturday
afternoons.
When asked why he spends so
much time at RiverWoods helping in
various ways, he said, “I have met
people who after they have retired
have just kind of given up. Then
after a few years have gone by, they
start to moan and groan and say
I used to be able to do something
and I chose not to. I have always
said it is better to do the best you
can, while you can, for as long as
you can, for the most people you
can, than to not do it and say I blew
my opportunity.”
Bill is a musician and often visits
nursing homes with his wife Rose,
to perform for the residents. He
plays guitar and she sings. He also
serves as a guest pastor at area
churches about 25 Sundays a year.
Bill said, “I have always felt if God
wants you to help other people, he’s
going to give you the inclination
and the desire to do that. We just
thank the Lord each day we’ve got
another day to do what we can do.”
Pastor Bill Gibson is a shining
example of being called to serve,
and Albright is proud that he is part
of our family. Albright invites you
to continue your mission by joining
us at one of our six locations. Visit
www.albrightcare.org for information
on senior living, day programs,
giving or volunteering.

Equipping Vital Congregations
IMPACT! Harrisburg Initiative
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
worship experience on December 8, 2018, the
vision and strategic plan were shared. During
December and January, the Resource Team
has conducted at least one Town Hall Meeting
at each church to answer questions and receive
feedback. The Bishop, District Superintendent,
and various conference personnel have
been meeting routinely with the pastors for
feedback and equipping opportunities. Church
conferences will be held on March 17, 2019 to
vote on the vital merger. For those churches
who choose to come along with the merger,
the first combined worship experience will be
on April 28, 2019 allowing each church to have
Easter at their respective facilities.
Our Prayer
We are fully aware that change is difficult.
Leaving the church building where one
has been baptized, confirmed, married,
and developed many memories is painful.
People transition through change at different
paces. We continue to be in prayer for each
congregant and each pastor during this time of
discernment and transition. Many people inside
and outside our churches are very excited
about what is yet to come and can see so much
potential in the God-sized vision that has been
discerned. We still firmly believe God is calling
The United Methodist Church to do a new thing
to reach new people. Our prayer is that the
359 people attending the churches involved in
IMPACT! Harrisburg will be able to catch the
vision and help this new faith community live
into God’s preferred future.
The Vision Becoming Reality
The first steps in the vision of IMPACT!
Harrisburg becoming reality are already
happening. Two of the three clergy have been
named for the new faith community (see
page 15). Pastors Kris Sledge and Deb Port
have completed extensive church planting
assessments and have been involved in special
equipping opportunities to prepare them for this
new appointment. Interviews have been taking
place for the new leadership team/board. Folks
are already talking about a combined choir.
More than thirty women are coming together
from the IMPACT! Harrisburg churches for
a retreat. God is certainly moving! May we
continue to glorify God for all that is coming
together as we seek to be faithful to reach more
people!
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MARCH 31, 2019

Celebrate UMCOR Sunday and Turn Love into Action

T

he United Methodist Church
has six church-wide Special
Sundays with offerings and
UMCOR Sunday is one of them.
UMCOR Sunday, on March 31,
calls United Methodists to share the
goodness of life with those who hurt.
When you give on UMCOR Sunday
(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing),
you empower the United Methodist
Committee on Relief to act as the
arms and legs of Christ’s church. Your
giving lays the foundation for UMCOR
to share God’s love with communities
everywhere and help the most
vulnerable in their darkest days.
For over 75 years, UMCOR has
helped people in crisis all over
the world. Since 1940, when it’s
forerunner was established to meet
the needs of those suffering overseas
at the onset of World War II, UMCOR
continues to respond to those in
desperate need throughout the
United States and in more than eighty
countries around the world.

The response of UMCOR is not
something “they” do, it is something
“we” do. On UMCOR Sunday,
we gather to celebrate and give
generously to cover the relief
agency’s annual operational and
administrative costs so that UMCOR
may apply 100% of other donations
directly to relief efforts.
Will you consider giving to UMCOR?
Will you continue to help meet the
needs of the children, families and
communities who have experienced
devastation in the wake of disaster?
When we meet the needs of those
who suffer we actually minister to
Jesus, who said:
“For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you invited me in,
I needed clothes and you clothed me,
I was sick and you looked after me,
I was in prison and you came to visit
me” (Matthew 25:35-36).

Your generous giving will make
a difference and serve as an
example of how it is possible to turn
compassion and love into action.
(For more information on UMCOR or
the Susquehanna Disaster Response
Ministry, please contact Doug Hoy,
Conference Disaster Response
Coordinator, at 717-766-7441, ext.
3402 or by e-mailing drc@susumc.
org
www.susmb.org
www.facebook.com/
SUSDisasterResponse/
***

Below: Community members walk past
a food distribution site for the United
Methodist Committee on Relief following
Typhoon Haiyan in Dagami, Philippines,
in 2013. A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose.
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Pre-Conference Workshops (Optional Learning Opportunities)

T

he mission of the Susquehanna Conference is to
grow spiritual transformational leaders, equip vital
congregations and create new places for new people,
and connect with each other and the world so that alive in
Christ together, the Susquehanna Conference will embody
the beloved community of disciple making congregations.

Schedule of Workshops:

Here is your chance to grow, be equipped, and connect
with one another as part of your Annual Conference
experience this year in 2019. We are bringing in nationally
recognized speakers and local experts to provide you with
excellent learning opportunities to meet the needs of our
leaders and congregations. Don’t miss this opportunity
to take advantage of these workshops and learn from
specialists.

“Simplified Accountable Structure” with Kay Kotan

NOTES:

Session I

May 29th

1:00-2:30pm

“Roadmap to Successful Growth in Children and Youth
Ministries” with Melanie Feldner & Erin Rose
“Fresh Expressions” with Hannah Sledge
“When Helping Hurts” with Michelle Schwartzman
Session II

May 29th

3:00-4:30pm

“Creating a Leadership Pathway with Your Church” with
Ken Willard
“Small Church Checkup” with Phil Schroeder
“Stewardship” with Scott McKenzie

Workshops will be held at the Hershey Lodge and
Convention Center on Wednesday, May 29, from
1:00pm-4:30pm pm; and Thursday, May 30, from
9:00am-10:00am

“From Franchise to Local Dive” with Jason Moore &
Rosario Picardo

•

The cost for workshops are as follows:
$15 per person for each workshop on Wednesday,
May 29; $25 per person on Thursday, May 30.

“Open the Floodgates, The Power of Breakthrough Prayer”
with Sue Nilson Kibbey

•

CEUs will be available

•

We encourage you to attend these workshops but they
are not required for Annual Conference.

•

Session III

May 30th

9:00-10:00am

“Leadership Matters: Empowering Laity” with Ken Nash

Watch www.susumc.org, QuikLINK, and
www.facebook.com/susumc for registration
and more information.

SAVE • THE • DATE • FOR • NAVIGATE
August 22-24, 2019
Radisson (Penn Harris) Hotel Harrisburg
1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill, PA 17011
Stay tuned to www.equippingvitalcongregations.org for
details and registration.

Post-GC2019 Discussion
Sunday, May 5, 2019
Live Location (TBD) and Live Streamed
An opportunity to dialogue with delegates and others
who went to the 2019 Special Session of the General
Conference.
Stay tuned to QuikLINK and www.susumc.org.

www.facebook.com/susumc

SAVE-THE-DATE
Preaching with
Power Training

Fresh Expressions
of Faith Training
Saturday, March 30, 2019
Pajama Factory
1307 Park Avenue
Williamsport, PA 17701
$45 entire event

SPARK: 9am to Noon ($20)
Are you being called to kindle new
relationships in your community to
reach new people in new places
for Christ? If you are ready to start
a spark with a fresh expressions
of faith, you will want to attend this
event. Gather your team and come
explore the first steps in developing
a fresh expression of faith. This is
for people who are exploring or just
beginning the first steps. This event
is an equipping opportunity for both
clergy and laity.

IGNITE: 1pm to 4pm ($20)
Have you already launched a
fresh expression of faith and
have a desire to ignite this initial
spark to burn even brighter for
Christ? If you are ready to fully
ignite your fresh expression, come
discover and explore the steps in
the development pathway which
will enable your fresh expression
to reach more people and grow
deeper in their love of Christ.

IMMERSION: Lunch and
Learn: Noon to 1pm ($10)
If you would like to take an
experiential deep dive into
an active and growing fresh
expression of faith, join us for
a lunch and learn experience.
Hear about the development of
this unique fresh expression of
faith at the Pajama Factory from
its organizer, Mitch Marcello
of the Acts Network from First
Williamsport UMC.
Register at

www�equippingvitalcongregations�org

With Dr. Dilip Abayasekara

Volunteers in
Mission and
Outreach
MICHELLE SCHWARTZMAN, Director VIM

2019 started strong with nine
teams heading out on domestic
and international mission trips from
January to March. Volunteers in
Mission and Outreach (VIM) for the
Susquehanna Conference trains
VIM Team Leaders, links leaders
and volunteers with each other
and with mission sites around
the world. Mission is a vital part
of who we are and we are thrilled
that it is happening in beautiful
ways in our local churches. It is our
hope to celebrate those initiatives
in support of those volunteering
and to empower those who are
currently less engaged. Look for
upcoming Team Leader training in
your district and check out mission
trip openings for all levels of skill at
www.susmb.org.
--Michelle Schwartzman is our new
Director of Volunteers in Mission
and Outreach and would like to
come and speak in your church.
We envision creating a culture of
mission throughout our conference
because that is what Jesus calls
us to.
Contact Michelle at vim@susumc.
org or 717-766-7441 ext. 3105 to
set up a visit.
“Like” us on our Facebook page,
Susquehanna Conference UMC –
Volunteers in Mission, where we
specifically celebrate our mission
teams.

Saturday, June 15, 2019
Faith UMC
512 Hughes Street,
Bellefonte, PA 16823
“Pastor – Do You Have a Word
for Me Today?”
Bring your outline for your next
sermon to this seminar and right
then and there begin to apply the
principles you learn on how to
craft a message that makes your
congregants want to listen.
Learn a few simple but powerful
ways that you can convert
pedestrian delivery into persuasive
power. Claim biblical fundamentals
so that you don’t depend on
personal cleverness but on the
power of God unleashed through
you and despite you!
Will that be a worthwhile
investment in your ministry?
Co-sponsored by the Susquehanna
Annual Conference Fellowship
of Local Pastors and Associate
Members, the Order of Elders, and
the Order of Deacons.

SCHEDULE:
9:30 – 10:00
CHECK-IN
		REFRESHMENTS
10:00 – 11:15

SESSION ONE

11:15 – 11:30

BREAK

11:30 – 12:15

SESSION TWO

12:15 – 1:00

LUNCH

1:00 – 1:45

SESSION THREE

1:45-2:00
CLOSING/
		EVALUATION/
		CEUs
Email FLPAM@susumc.org for
more information and to register.
www.facebook.com/FLPAM/
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SAVE THE DATE
Join us in celebrating the
150th anniversary of
United Methodist Women
with a special Day of Giving
on Saturday March 23, 2019!

Day of Giving | March 23, 2019
unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund

WAYS TO GIVE:
• Online at:
• On Day of Giving—March 23, 2019 — let us
• By check to:
honor our foremothers by giving to the Legacy
unitedmethodistwomen.org/leg acyfund United Methodist Women
Fund to ensure United Methodist Women
Attn:
Development,
Legacy
Fund
• By phone: 800-278-7771
can continue serving women, children and
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor
(8 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST, Monday-Friday
youth around the world for the next 150 years.
New York, NY 10115
and Saturday March 23).
Generous donors have already committed
Write “Day of Giving”
• Text: 41444 and enter Legacy150
to matching a portion of our gifts received
in the memo section.
in the message area.
on Day of Giving. Together, we are building
our legacy!
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Our Heritage

Celebrating the history of our faith
DR� MILTON LOYER, Conference Archivist

April – 50 years ago

March – 100 years ago
March 23, 1919, the Carlisle United Brethren Church,
at their 1894 church building in the first block of West
South Street, observed a New Church Day resulting in
subscriptions of $3720 toward a new building at their
recently acquired site at West and Pomfret streets. The
Sunday School portion of that structure was completed
in 1921, at which time the congregation relocated. The
sanctuary there was completed in 1930 and a large
educational complex was added in 1967. In 2012 that
congregation, then known as Grace, united with the
Allison (former Methodist) and First (former Evangelical)
congregations to form the present Carlisle United
Methodist Church and begin construction of a new
facility on Spring Garden Street. After 100 years, United
Methodism in Carlisle still has a vision of new facilities for
ministry.

A Consecration Service and Open House were observed
in the Tunkhannock Manor on Sunday afternoon, April 13,
1969. While several hundred visitors were anticipated,
more than 1400 persons turned out to celebrate the
formal opening of the fourth Home sponsored by the
Wyoming Conference, and the first one in the Wilkes-Barre
District. Rev. Dr. Alfred Crayton, Wilkes-Barre District
Superintendent delivered the address, and ladies of the
Firwood Church, Wilkes-Barre, provided the refreshments.
The Tunkhannock PA facility continues to be operated
by United Methodist Homes, a non-profit corporation
originally formed in 1951 as The Methodist Homes for the
Aged of the Wyoming Conference. Now headquartered
in Binghamton NY, the corporation also operates Wesley
Village in Pittston PA and two facilities in New York.
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Fellowship Hall for honored members and their families.
Faith UMC exists to reach out to the surrounding
communities and share the amazing love of Jesus
Christ with them; invite them to come and grow in their
relationship with God through worship, fellowship and
study; and be equipped to go forth in service to others,
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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SUSUMC
District Offices
Altoona District
DS:
AA:
Office:
Office:

Rev� Dr� Kathy Kind
kkind@susumc�org
Kathy Palmer
altoona@susumc�org
814-693-9220
1381 Plank Rd., Suite 104
Duncansville, PA 16635-8458

Rev. Warren L. Baughman Jr. of
Berwick PA, Retired Elder, died at
home on Sunday, March 3, 2019.

Harrisburg District
DS:
AA:
Office:
Office:

Rev� Barry Robison
brobison@susumc�org
Kaiti Gallaher Lucente
harrisburg@susumc�org
717-766-8124
303 Mulberry Dr., Suite 200
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050-3198

Lewisburg District
DS:
AA:
Office:
Office:

Rev� Larry Leland, Jr�
lleland@susumc�org
Debbie Ackley
lewisburg@susumc�org
570-523-9592
31 Baylor Blvd
Lewisburg, PA 17837-9203

Scranton Wilkes-Barre District
DS:
AA:
Office:
Office:

Rev� Marian Hartman
mhartman@susumc�org
Mary Beth Mattson
scrantonwilkesbarre@susumc�org
570-901-1569
40 Knob Hill Rd.
Trucksville, PA 18708

SAVE THE DATE
2019 Mission Central Gala
Join us on Saturday, April 6, at Camp
Hill United Methodist Church for a
fun night, where we can celebrate our
accomplishments from 2018, catch up
with old friends, and meet new ones.
The night will feature live and silent
auctions, and our Volunteer of the Year
will be announced.
Purchase tickets by Friday, March 22, at
missioncentral.org/2019-mission-centralgala. Sign up for MissionLink newsletter at
www.missioncentral.org and
follow us on Facebook.

State College District
DS:
AA:
Office:
Office:

Rev� Lori Steffensen
lsteffensen@susumc�org
Helen Meyer
statecollege@susumc�org
814-237-4365
1200 Haymaker Rd.
State College, PA 16801-6943

Williamsport District
DS:
AA:
Office:
Office:

Rev� Troy Howell
thowell@susumc�org
Jill Johnston
williamsport@susumc�org
570-323-7452
2420 Nottingham Rd.
Williamsport, PA 17701-4057

York District
DS:
AA:
Office:
Office:

Rev� Dr� Charlie Salisbury
csalisbury@susumc�org
Vicky Salisbury
york@susumc�org
717-755-8863
1910 Kenneth Rd., Suite D
York, PA 17404

ERRATUM
Please send corrections to
link@susumc.org

SUBSCRIBE!
IT’S FREE!
Susquehanna LINK can be
delivered directly to your
email inbox. Simply send your
email address to
link@susumc.org with
“LINK Subscription” in the
subject line.

Mrs. Zedna M. Haverstock of
Mechanicsburg, PA, widow of
Rev. Calvin B. Haverstock, Jr. and
retired treasurer/comptroller of
the Susquehanna Conference of
the United Methodist Church and
formerly of the Central Pennsylvania
Conference, died on Wednesday,
February 20, 2019 in Bethany
Village, Mechanicsburg. She was
a past delegate to several General
Conferences of the United Methodist
Church; past member of several UM
Church Boards and Committees,
including the Board of Pensions and
the General Council on Finance and
Administration.
Rev. Dr. Charles D. Hiller of
Summerdale PA, Retired Elder, died
Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at home.
Among his survivors is his wife, Jane
Hiller.
Mrs. Jean (Graham) Parks of
Rehoboth Beach, DE, spouse of
Retired Elder Rev. Dr. S. Ronald
Parks, died Sunday, February 17,
2019 at Delaware Hospice Center,
Milford, DE.
Rev. R. Bruce Smay of Hughesville
PA, Retired Elder, died February
16, 2019 at UPMC Susquehanna,
Williamsport. Among his survivors is
his wife, Jeane Smay.
Rev. Ruth Marie Stambach, 87,
died January 14, 2019. A longtime
commissioned missionary at the
McCurdy School in Espanola
NM, she was the daughter of
the Reverends Jerome and
Pauline Stambach of the Central
Pennsylvania Conference.
Rev. Viola C. Tyson of Avis, PA,
Retired Elder, died February 13,
2019.
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www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/native-american-ministries-sunday

MAY 5, 2019

MAY 18-20, 2019. HARRISBURG, PA

This three-day event is being sponsored by United Methodist Advocacy in Pennsylvania
and is intended to provide information and inspiration for Christians who believe that the Church
has a role in society, including influence on public policy.
This event coincides with our denominational initiative, Change the World Weekend.

Saturday, May 18 - Change the World Through Knowledge
Paxton United Methodist Church, 3550 N. Progress Ave., Harrisburg, PA 17110.
A conference on subjects relating to faith and politics. All three Pennsylvania United Methodist bishops will
be speaking. Keynote speaker Dr. Jon Brockopp of Penn State University will talk about Ethics and Climate
Change. In addition to plenary gatherings, participants will be able to attend two workshops (see list on
website). Attendance for Saturday conference requires registration, with a $30 fee—including lunch. Student
registration fee is $10. Registration is open to all. Clergy receive .4 CEUs.

Sunday, May 19 - Change the World Through Action
Various locations in the City of Harrisburg, PA (see website)
All Sunday activities are ecumenical and being shared with other faith traditions.
Civil Conversations Training Workshop; Blessing of the Waters Ceremony;
A Common Meal; Workshops; Capitol Tours.

Monday, May 20 - Change the World Through Your Voice
Pennsylvania State Capitol, Harrisburg, PA
Morning legislative visits and participation in a news conference at 1:30pm.
Sunday, May 19 and Monday, May 20 scheduled activities are free and require no registration
—with two exceptions on Sunday as noted in the day’s description on website.
Registration for the Saturday, May 18 conference does not infer participation on the other days
nor does participation on either of the other days require registration for the Saturday conference.

www.susumc.org/change-the-world/
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2019 Susquehanna Annual Conference
Hershey Lodge and Convention Center, Hershey, PA

May 30 - June 1, 2019

• THIS EVENT WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED •

www.susumc.org/annual-conference

