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Take the word ‘can’t’ out of 
your vocabulary...

During the opening worship service on Wednesday, June 1, Bishop Sandra 
Steiner Ball preaches on the power of new beginnings and the necessity of 
allowing God to do new things through us.

By Steve Cowfer 

The opening worship celebration sets the tone for the rest of the annual 
conference session. It energizes, motivates and focuses our attention on the 
work to be done over the next few days and acknowledges the importance 
of being together as the body of Jesus Christ. 

This year, coming together was especially meaningful as the Susquehanna 
Annual Conference gathered in-person for the first time in two years. From 
the very beginning of the service, we were reminded of some fundamental 
truths. We have been struggling. We, as the people of God, have had to 
suffer in a myriad of ways over the past two years. Obviously, the pandemic 
affected us all and we are still trying to recover. Additionally, we have 
struggled with the issues of racism, violence and the tension we have felt 
as a denomination for several years. 

This can lead us to question where God’s voice can be heard. Reality and 
struggle have drained us. We recognize what we want is a return to some 
semblance of normalcy. While this desire is understandable, as followers of 
the transforming love of Jesus Christ, we are reminded that while we may 
want a return to normal, our focus needs to be on the present and future 
and not on the past…because God is doing a new thing.

At the same time, we recognize that our past has been important in the 
impact we have had as we have worked together as the body of Christ over 
the years. We give thanks to those who will be retiring from ministry. Their 
efforts have been productive, meaningful, consequential in the lives of 
countless people. We, too, are to continue in that service to the church as 
we participate in what God is doing now.

In her message, Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, encouraged us to remember 
our first love. That love isn’t dependent upon what we have done in the past, 
it is dependent upon recognizing the call to be part of the “new thing” God 
is doing in our midst. 

Churches have had to be creative in dealing with the changing situations 
and recognize that creativity is a blessing. This is now a new tool that can 
be used to the benefit of our mission. 

Bishop Steiner Ball reminded the annual conference that Scripture 
is clear that what was in the past doesn’t have to be what will be 
in the future. Often, our churches have been little more than social 
clubs, and we have protected our past at the cost of God’s present 
and future. God can indeed do things differently. We need to stop 
thinking that God acts today in only the same ways as God acted 
yesterday.

The church today and the church tomorrow can no longer be the 
“nay-sayers of the new.” Spiritual formation springs not from the past 
but from the present. 

The Susquehanna Annual Conference, like many other conferences, 
finds itself at a crossroads. Choices must be made to decide how the 
connection will respond to the struggles around and within us. Are 
we going to stay trapped in the middle of what used to be and what 
could be? Or are we able to trust God enough to take a step into 
participating in this new thing? 

Now is the moment when the future of the church can be decided. 
All that is needed is a desire to open ourselves to the call of the Spirit 
and to follow where it leads. Are we ready to move forward with Jesus 
Christ?

PHOTOS BY SANDII PEIFFER
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Rev. Dr.Giovanni Arroyo encouraged the conference to stand on 
the promise that God is with us in our pain, in our grief, and in every 
circimstance of life.

Remembering the Saints  
Who Have Gone Before

By Rev. Rebecca L. Holland 
On the evening of June 1, we gave thanks to God for the lives of those 

saints who went on before us this past year. Their lives were a witness to 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

Rev. Dr. Giovanni Arroyo, General Secretary to the General Commission 
on Religion and Race, preached on Isaiah 43:1-13. His work focuses on 
cultivating racial inclusion and the full participation of all people into the 
work, witness, and life of the United Methodist Church. He is a friend 
of the Susquehanna Conference and has worked with the cabinet and 
the commission on the beloved community. He has also worked on 
developing cultural competency and racial inclusiveness in the church
Behold, You are My Witnesses

Rev. Dr. Giovanni Arroyo opened with a question. “Is your relationship 
with the living Christ a result of someone in your life being a witness 
of God’s abundant love and grace?” He continued, “We gather tonight 
giving thanks and praise to God for the lives of family members 
colleagues, friends, pastors, and sojourners who have witnessed to us 
and the world what it means to be in love with the Divine.” Rev. Dr. Arroyo 
spoke about the grief we experience when a loved one passes on. He 
emphasized that the “hard days” can be extremely painful. Sometimes 
“it is even difficult for us to take a step forward.” 
A Circular Journey and a Message of Hope

Rev. Dr. Aaroyo stated that “life is a circular journey,” and that through 
our faith in Christ, “We can keep hope alive.” He encouraged the 
congregation by saying that heaven will be a like a huge party, or a great 
“fiesta.” La Fiesta will be the place where we are reunited with our loved 
ones and with God. Rev. Dr. Arroyo said, “We stand in the promise that 
despite all that we have going on...despite the roller coaster of emotions 
that we might be experiencing...we are not alone in our pain.”

According to Rev. Dr. Arroyo, today’s text from Isaiah offers hope for 
those who mourn. He placed emphasis on God’s sovereignty and how 
we can find hope in the Lord. “The evidence that God alone is God and... 
Israel will become a witness of God,” offers us comfort. He said, “This 
chapter is filled with the rich, specific, announcement of the salvation 
that God brings to the people in exile. This announcement touches their 
heart. It also brings us today an assurance that God is present.”

He said that God used the prophet Isaiah to offer a word of hope. “God 
speaks a new word through the prophet...God’s first word is to remind 
the people that the one who is speaking to them is the one who created 
them...The Lord reassures them that they do not need to fear and that 
they have been redeemed. It is a message for the people of God not to 
fear... the Lord is about to redeem them in fulfillment of God’s promises. 
God is able to do this because God is sovereign Lord. He is the Lord of 
the universe. Despite Israel turning aside to worship other gods, God 
still claims a personal relationship with the community. God calls us by 
name. We belong to God. God knows us individually.”
A Promise for the Past and Present 

Rev. Dr. Arroyo stated that this promise of redemption also extends 
to us today. “Our Creator is claiming us as a precious and honored 
community. God reminds us that no matter the moment we are facing, 
no matter how difficult it might be to utter the name of Jesus, no matter 
what trials we may be facing-- the Word reminds us that God is with us.” 
He placed an emphasis on the difference between if and when. “Isaiah 
does not say, ‘IF you pass through the waters,’ he says ‘WHEN you pass 
through the waters.’” Our faith in God means that our redemption is 
assured, even during our most painful and uncertain times.  

  Rev. Dr. Aaroyo reminded that God will be with us in the toughest 
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circumstances. “When you go through the rivers, when you feel the fire. 
Even when death knocks on our door. Even when we feel that the world 
has collapsed over us. Even when we feel that it is difficult to take a deep 
breath God is with us.”

At this point, Rev. Dr. Arroyo took a deep breath and invited the 
congregation to participate. “Now I want you turn to your neighbor and 
say, ‘God is with you.’” He gave time for the congregation to respond 
before he continued, “God is good news. It is good news for us tonight 
that God is with us in our circumstances.” 

A Personal Testimony 
Rev. Dr. Arroyo shared how God offered him comfort during a difficult 

experience. He stated that life can be painful and that our experiences 
of sorrow can sometimes cause us to question our faith. He said, “I recall 
that I was summoned one night by a grandmother who was raising her 
grandchild since he was six months old.” She called him on the phone 
and said in Spanish, “He is going to die.” She was so upset that she was 
not able to offer more information. 

“I did not know what was happening, but I immediately went to 
the emergency room. Her grandson was in the hospital and was 
unconscious... They thought he wouldn’t make it, so they asked if I would 
stay by his bedside. The family had to wait in the emergency room and 
every hour they would get ten minutes to be by his side. He was about 20 
years old. Four years apart from me.

“As I sat there by his bedside seeing the vitals and understanding 
what was happening, there was a moment where I wondered, Where is 
God? Lord, where are you? Why is this happening?”

As he prayed, he suddenly felt an overwhelming experience of God’s 
peace. Words came to him that were a gift from God. He suddenly knew 
what words of comfort to offer the family. “Dios esta aqui,” he said in 
Spanish. “God is here, as certain as I breathe. As certain as the morning 
sun rises.” He cried with the family and together they found comfort in 
the presence of God. “As the tears flowed down our faces, we clung to 
the promise that God is present. In that moment of desperation and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SPECIAL OFFERING FOR TODAY:

Young People’s Ministry - #7770 Young People’s Ministry - #7770    
The Young People’s Ministry is a conference ministry that encourages AND empowers young The Young People’s Ministry is a conference ministry that encourages AND empowers young 
people to lead in their churches, their communities, their district and the Annual Conference. people to lead in their churches, their communities, their district and the Annual Conference. 
This ministry provides ministry grants through the Youth Service Fund. It also helps youth find This ministry provides ministry grants through the Youth Service Fund. It also helps youth find 
their leadership and discipleship voice. Anyone who has been to Annual Conference, knows the their leadership and discipleship voice. Anyone who has been to Annual Conference, knows the 
commitment and power of the youth. commitment and power of the youth. 
You may give online: give online: https://susumc.org/donations/ypm/https://susumc.org/donations/ypm/

Thursday, June 2, 2022  - COMMISSIONING & ORDNATION SERVICE

Service of CommissioningService of Commissioning & Ordination & Ordination

Ordained Elders

PHOTOS BY SANDII PEIFFER

Left to right: Todd A. Christine, Hannah Pratt Sledge, David R. A. McElwee, and Tammy J. Blose. Not pictured: John W. Bondhus

Left to right: Elizabeth G. Jackson, Christopher E. Weems, and Adam W. Miller
Commissioning/Provisional Elder Membership

https://susumc.org/donations/ypm/
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By Skip Spangler 
Susquehanna Daily LINK Co-Editor

Our house came with two 
bird feeders and a hedge. A big 
burning bush hedge. Its leaves 
turn red in autumn, and its 
branches grow wide and tall in 
summer. One year, we paid a 
landscaper to crown the hedge. 
It grew back two feet taller and 
wider. It washes our cars when 
we turn into the driveway. 

Even so, we like our hedge. It 
provides us some privacy. It’s also 
home to a flock of house sparrows 
who like the bird feeders and the 
seed I supply.

Twice a day, the flock lines up 
to feed. Sometimes, they take 
turns. One group will wait on 
an adjoining split rail fence for 
a perch to open. Other times, 
a sparrow will grow impatient 
and push another bird away. No 
matter, though. They all seem 
to get their fill. And so do the 
rabbits, the mourning doves, and 
the squirrels who eat the seed 
that falls on the ground.

From time to time, I wonder 
what our sparrows think of us: Do 
they mind that we pull in and out 
of the garage? Do they miss us 
when we’re not around to fill the 
bird feeder? Do they wonder who 
or what we are, or are we just 

like the weather that comes and 
goes? Do they think they deserve 
a feeder filled with seed, or are 
they simply grateful to receive a 
gift provided with love and care?

Sometimes, I wonder what 
Jesus would make of all this.

In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus 
sits on the side of a hill to teach: 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, he 
says, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Then, he goes on to 
say that God gives comfort, and 
mercy, and life for nothing but 
the love of us. God sends rain to 
grow everyone’s garden, whether 
we deserve it or not. Prayer, he 
says, is a child sharing all they 
need with a wise father whose 
love will move him to give that 
child all that is needed. Then 
Jesus says: Look at the birds of 
the air; they do not sow or reap or 
store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not much more valuable than 
they? (Matthew 6:26)

If it’s not too much to say that 
filling a bird feeder is one small 
way we get to work with God in 
the world, then how much more 
would it be to say that we do our 
best work with God when, as the 
prophet Micah says, we act justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with 
our God? (Micah 6:8)

O V E R  C O F F E EO V E R  C O F F E E
By Ryan Krauss 

Susquehanna Daily LINK Co-Editor

I must remind myself that 
things I take for granted are new 
to my young sons. My oldest, for 
example, is unfamiliar with the 
concept of rhetorical questions. 
Being the most extroverted 
member of our family, he is 
abundantly prepared to answer 
any and every question he hears. 
So, when my Sunday sermons 
pose reflective questions like 
“Do you know how much God 
earnestly loves you,” Beckett 
shouts an answer into the silence. 
I’ve joked that he might be more 
Southern Baptist than Methodist!

Being “new” does not 
necessarily mean that the 
“new thing” has never been 
encountered, considered, or 
done. Sometimes a “new thing” is 
new just for me, or for my family, 
or for my church. Quite a few 
years ago I attended a smaller-
sized congregation. Rather than 
a benediction, this church made 
a circle around the sanctuary 
every week, held hands (this 
was obviously pre-pandemic), 
and sang “Blessed Be the Tie 
that Binds” to conclude worship. 
The practice was new, and a 
little uncomfortable, for me; 
nevertheless, the act helped me 
appreciate a deep camaraderie 
that constituted one of this 
church’s core values.

This nuanced newness, of 
engaging something new that 
may not be new to others, is how 
I’ve come to understand Jesus’ 
curious claim in John 13:34: “A 
new command I give you: love 
one another.” At first, Jesus’ 
statement sounds ridiculous. 

Even by Old Testament standards, 
“love one another” would hardly 
be new to the disciples. They 
would know Leviticus 19:18, 
which says “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” They would even have 
heard Jesus quote this verse from 
Leviticus when answering “what 
is the greatest commandment” 
(Matthew 22:36-40).

Jesus’ nuanced, new command 
has a range of interpretations. He 
demonstrated love through the 
posture of servanthood (John 
13:4-5). He also highlights the 
significance of self-sacrifice in 
love (cf. John 13:38 and 15:13). 
In short, love as a command 
should not be new to his followers, 
yet they may now be called to 
experience or live out God’s love 
in unfamiliar ways, in ways Jesus 
himself was demonstrating to 
them.

Not long ago, I worked a 
coaching gig with a church that 
felt stuck. They knew they needed 
to “do a new thing” but did not 
know where or how to begin. We 
brainstormed, developed, and 
started implementing a plan 
that I suspect probably halted 
due to the COVID pandemic. 
Still, I witnessed God do a new 
thing by breathing some vitality 
into other prayer and outreach 
ministries in that church that 
had been dormant for some 
time. Sometimes God’s new 
thing is not altogether new; that 
old thing may be nuanced for 
new life.

Author’s Note: “Habeas 
Copiam” is Latin for “may you 
have abundance;” whether that 
abundance is “joy” or “coffee” is 
up to you. 
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Wedesday, June 1
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AC Photo Wrap-Up
PHOTOS BY SANDII PEIFFER 
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Called as  
Ambassadors 

for Christ
By Christie House

The Susquehanna Annual 
Conference Laity Address was 
delivered by Joyce Davis, who, as 
Conference Lay Leader, invited all 
laity to accept God’s calling to serve 
as ambassadors for Christ. Taking 
her message from 2 Corinthians 
5:20, she asked lay members to 
use their gifts and talents to be 
disciples of Jesus in the world, and 
she described how much the world 
needs Jesus’ saving grace.

“We have no greater mission 
than to win souls for Christ,” Davis 
said, and reminded those gathered 
that God calls laity for this mission, 
in the same way God calls clergy.

Davis, who works as an opinion 
and outreach editor for PennLive 
in her professional life, noted the 
challenges of the last two years. 
She included the recent shootings 

of innocent children and adults 
in Uvalde, Texas, and Buffalo, 
New York, and the ever- present 
pandemic, which continues to 
resurface with new strains and 
variations.

“By now, things should have 
returned to way they were,” she 
noted. “We all know that change 
can be hard. But God is telling us, 
we are not alone in the midst of 
this uncertainty. Change will ignite 
and rekindle passion, spark a 
revival and deepen our faith.”

To pave the way for changes on 
the horizon, Davis described four 
steps that laity in the conference 
have taken in the past year to 
provide opportunity and growth in 
the church.

The conference has 
strengthened the Board of 
Laity with new members. Each 
district has representation 
on the board, including youth 
members. In addition, the board 
created a Facebook page, and as 
connections with district leaders 
are strengthened, a strategic plan 
is also being developed, including 
a plan for local church laity.

The Board of Laity has supported 
opportunities for laity to share with 

one another and grow in their faith and knowledge. This year, the Rev. 
Marian Hartman and the Rev. Dr. Kathleen E. Kind hosted a six-week 
web series on the United Methodist Social Principles. In discussions, 
Davis said participants were honest and candid but respectful.

“We hope to sponsor many more discussions in thinking through the 
laity role,” she said.

Lay representatives of the three conferences connected by shared 
bishops, Susquehanna, West Virginia and Western Pennsylvania, have 
been meeting together virtually to form stronger bonds and build bridges.

Finally, a concerted effort has been made to include youth on laity 
boards activities.

“I vowed I would do all in my power to empower our youth as the next 
generation of ambassadors for Christ,” Davis confirmed.

She said youth and young adults have been candid and honest in their 
discussions. “They respect us for our sincere dedication to the teachings 
of Jesus Christ and personal connection to God through prayer and 
devotion. But they also say we have 
neglected the Great Commission to 
go into world and make disciples.”

“As laity of the Susquehanna 
Conference, we have a high calling, 
which we will pursue with passion 
this coming year.” She concluded 
by leading the conference in a song 
made famous by Shirley Caesar, 
“This joy I have, the world didn’t 
give it to me. The world didn’t give 
it and the world can’t take it away.”

The Susquehanna Conference 
2022 Laity Session can be viewed 
online.

Joyce Davis

PHOTO  BY SANDII PEIFFER

During the Cabinet report, curious onlooker Rev. Catherine Boileau 
questions the practicality of kayaking enthusiast Rev. Brenda Leigey 
staying on dry land, when the boat should be destined for the river.
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Let the River Flow
By Rev. Ed Preston

Opening the report of the Coordinating Cabinet, the Rev. Barry 
Robison noted that the waters of the Susquehanna River is an apt and 
appropriate image for work and ministry of the pastor and churches of the 
Susquehanna Conference. “Just as the waters of the Susquehanna River 
and its tributaries flow through and impact much of the physical area of 
our conference, so too have the ministries of our congregations impacted 
communities from Pittstown and North Bend to Northumberland and 
Delta.”

Building on this theme, the cabinet embraced the theme of the flowing, 
ever-changing connectedness that God’s presence offers the churches 
and communities of our conference, and reminded the conference of 
the words of Revelation 22: “Then the angel showed me the river of the 
water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city.” 

The cabinet then presented a skit in which Rev. Brenda Leigey tried to 
explain to a curious Rev. Catherine Boileau why she would not take her 
fully-equipped kayak off the parking lot and into the waters of the river 
nearby. She explained that for generations her family had occupied this 
spot, and that they were quite comfortable there watching others launch 
into the water. 

The imagery of water also returns us to our baptismal vows, the 
cabinet said, and noted the ways we are living into those vows through a 
variety of local and conference ministries, effective pastoral transitions 
and empowering laity as well as clergy in renouncing the spiritual forces 
of wickedness and rejecting the evil powers of this world. 

Before closing its report with the song “Let the River Flow,” the 
cabinet quoted John A. Shedd, who said: “A ship in the harbor is safe, 
but that is not what ships were made for,” and called on the conference 
to brave the currents of the flowing river as it remembered the words of 
the prophet Isaiah: “When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. 
When you go through rivers of difficulty you will not drown.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Su7m_pNBedU&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Su7m_pNBedU&t=2s
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Juneteenth Celebrates Freedom from Slavery
By  Kathy Noble

Juneteenth – June 19 – marks the day enslaved African Americans 
in west Texas learned of their freedom. It is the oldest of all African 
American celebrations.

It was June 19, 1865 in Galveston, Texas when Union Army General 
Gordon Granger read General Order Number 3 declaring, “The people 
of Texas are informed that in accordance with a Proclamation from the 
Executive of the United States, all slaves are free” and “the connection 
(between former master and slave) becomes that between employer and 
hired labor.” The enslaved African Americans in west Texas were the last 
to learn of their freedom as granted in the Emancipation Proclamation 
two and a half years earlier.

Celebrations of Juneteenth – also known as Freedom Day or 
Emancipation Day – began a year later in Texas and quickly spread to 
surrounding states. Commemorations waned during the Jim Crow era 
but resumed in the Civil Rights era of the1950s and 1960s. Although 
many celebrations will be virtual this year, the numbers are increasing 
in 2020 and are often including calls and actions to end racism. The 
District of Columbia and 47 states recognize Juneteenth, although few 
designate it as a legal holiday. Increasingly, businesses are closing on 
Juneteenth. The General Board of Church and Society announced on 
June 18 that it would make Juneteenth a paid holiday for all employees.

Over the years, celebrations have included parades, picnics, dancing, 
sporting events, music, plays, recounting of stories by former slaves, 
inspirational speeches, reading of the Emancipation Proclamation and 
prayer services. Churches have long been in the forefront of celebrating 
Juneteenth for a day, a week or the entire month.

While Juneteenth is first a celebration by African Americans of an 
event that occurred more than 150 years ago, it is a day this year for 
all United Methodists to become part of an initiative for “Dismantling 
Racism: Pressing on to Freedom.”

Other observances this year by United Methodists will include a “Day 
of Remembrance” service at Clark Memorial United Methodist Church in 
Nashville, Tennessee, a “Rally of Remembrance” in which Floris United 

Methodist Church in Herndon, Virginia will participate and “a celebration 
of the commitment to make (emancipation) real” at The Place CLT, a 
United Methodist congregation in Charlotte, North Carolina. The 
Baltimore-Washington Conference is hosting the Juneteenth Freedom 
and Justice March and Action in Washington, D.C.

Discipleship Ministries says, “A word of explanation and celebration of 
Juneteenth would be an appropriate part of any worship service around 
June 19” and provides these worship resources.

Appropriate songs include:
• “Freedom Is Coming” (The Faith We Sing, 2192)
• “O, Freedom” (The Faith We Sing, 2194)
• “Siyahamba” (The Faith We Sing, 2235)
• “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil” (The Faith We Sing, 2219; Upper 

Room Worshipbook, 436)
• “Lift Every Voice and Sing” (The United Methodist Hymnal, 519)
• “We Shall Overcome” (The United Methodist Hymnal, 533)

To learn more:
• Juneteenth
• Juneteenth, Discipleship Ministries
• Celebrating Juneteenth, United Methodist Women
• What is Juneteenth?, Wesley Brothers

The Rev. Kathy Noble is editorial manager with the leader 
communications team at United Methodist Communications, Nashville, 

Tennessee, USA. Leader communications produces and aggregates 
content for ResourceUMC.org, The Source e-newletter and other 
resources for leaders throughout The United Methodist Church.

COURTESY WESTERN PENNYSLVANIA CONFERENCE, UMC

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/dismantling-racism-initiative-coming-for-united-methodist-church
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/dismantling-racism-initiative-coming-for-united-methodist-church
https://www.facebook.com/theplaceclt
https://www.facebook.com/theplaceclt
https://www.bwcumc.org/event/1823028-2020-06-19-junteenth-freedom-and-justice-march-action/
https://www.bwcumc.org/event/1823028-2020-06-19-junteenth-freedom-and-justice-march-action/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/juneteenth-day-worship-resources
http://www.juneteenth.com/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/juneteenth1
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/juneteenth
https://www.wesleybros.com/wesbros/what-is-juneteenth/
http://ResourceUMC.org
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Youth Navigate New Waters
By Deb Steransky

Though we may not have seen the enthusiastic smiles and 
boundless energy in person these last two years, the Young People’s 
Ministry Council has been working to create a new thing. 

As reported by Alex Raser and Ryan Craig, the Young People’s 
Ministry Council met together to brainstorm ways to navigate 
unknown waters. Those meetings resulted in a refreshed way of 
operating as the council developed a five-armed structure to help 
engage and grow youth toward a greater faith and broader service. 
The teams include connectional ministries, youth discipleship and 
missions. A fourth team, called Lead Now, has been designed to 
support youth as they engage and lead in their communities. One 
final team has been created to focus on youth worker development, 
which encourages adults to become involved with the youth in their 
area.

To support youth workers, a retreat is scheduled at Wesley Forest 
Camp on November 4-5. Announced as a youth retreat without youth, 
the event is designed to offer a time of rest and vision. The event cost 
is $25, and childcare is available and included. More registration 
details will be available on facebook.com/igniteyoungpeople.

Members of the Youth Ministry Council share the new things God is doing 
to equip and empower churches in ministries that invite youth to become 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

uncertainty we waited on the Lord 
because God is sovereign. I was 
able to witness God’s marvelous 
promise of walking me through 
that moment.” He and the family 
took comfort in God’s handiwork 
in the midst of doubt and 
uncertainty.
We Remember the Witnesses

Rev. Dr. Arroyo said, “We 
gather today to celebrate the 
witnesses who have been part 
of this conference. Members 
who recognized who God was, 
acknowledged the Divine on their 
life, and who served God with all 
their heart, mind, soul, and spirit. 
Their witness has blessed others. 
They have made God real in the 
communities they were part of. 
Their lives have left an imprint and 
we give thanks to God for their 
faithfulness to the Lord and for 
their witness of God’s wonders. 
But sometimes we must be 
reminded of the basics.”

Rev. Dr. Arroyo also reminded 
us that we are witnesses, the 
ones who tell the story of Christ’s 
grace and God’s love “You and 
I are charged to proclaim it to a 
world and a church that is broken. 
We are to look for the signs and 
wonders of God in our midst, even 

when it seems that God is silent 
or when the chaos around us is 
distracting us from ministry and 
mission.”

“Isaiah reminds us that we are 
witnesses,” he continued. “We 
are called to choose to live a life 
as a witness. We are called to 
be the kind of witness, who has 
experienced a transformation of 
who God is in their life and who 
wants to share that with someone 
else.” 

Rev. Dr. Arroyo offered a word 
of comfort to all of those who 
are mourning. “Today we are 
reminded that you are not walking 
alone in this transition. The one 
who created your loved one is the 
one who continues to walk with 
you and sustain you in the days 
ahead.”

He encouraged us to find comfort 
in community, a community 
that surrounds us in prayer and 
support. He encouraged us to find 
comfort in a greater community 
that witnesses of God’s love and 
power. “You are not alone,” he 
claimed. “You are loved. You are 
cared for by God.”
Do We Have a Witness?  

He drew his homily to a close 
with a series of questions. “So, do 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE THREE

Remembering the Saints we have a witness in this place? 
Do we have a witness tonight 
among us? Have you witnessed 
God’s grace this day? Have you 
witnessed the power of prayer in 
your life? Have you experienced a 
community that reminds you that 
your loved one’s life mattered? 
Have you witnessed the power of 
the divine sustaining you when you 
felt you couldn’t continue living?”

These questions were to 
remind us that we are not alone. 
We are to “be a witness of God’s 
transformation, so that those who 
are experiencing loss can see the 
hope that we have in Christ Jesus.”
Concluding Worship & Special Music 

The congregation responded by 
singing the hymn, “When I Survey 
the Wondrous Cross.” After the 

hymn, Rev. Dr. Thomas Salsgiver 
read the names of those who have 
passed away during the previous 
year. 

A small group of the Chi Rho 
Singers provided special music. 
They sang the anthem, “Blessed 
Are They Who Trust,” by Joseph 
Martin. While they sang, a special 
offering was taken for the Cup of 
Water Fund. This Fund is available 
to help laity in our conference 
who are experiencing financial 
hardship. 

After the closing hymn “Amazing 
Grace,” Rev. Dr. Arroyo offered the 
benediction.  “Go forth and be 
God’s witnesses,” he said, “God 
holds you today, tomorrow, and 
through eternity, when we will 
gather with a cloud of witnesses.”

PHOTO  BY SANDII PEIFFER

PHOTO  BY SANDII PEIFFER

http://facebook.com/igniteyoungpeople
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Visit us at united.edu/lead
admissions@united.edu
800.322.5817

Whether God is calling 
you to ministry in the local 
Church or in the world, United 
has master’s and doctoral 
degrees to equip you to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Take 
the next step and discover 
God’s transforming power.

Become a bold,
Spirit-filled leader

Conference Hears Jurisdictional Delegation Report,  
Acts on Advance Specials and Pensions 

By Rev. Ed Preston

In its afternoon plenary 
session, the Susquehanna Annual 
Conference heard a report from 
the delegation to the Jurisdictional 
Conference and approved 
recommendations from the Board 
of Pensions and the Conference 
Board of Global Ministries.

Speaking for the Conference 
Board of Global Ministries, the Rev. 
Andrew Burd-Harris presented the 
Conference Advance Specials on 
behalf of the Rev. John Bondus. 
He noted that Advance Specials 
allow local congregations the 
opportunity to engage in loving 
our neighbors in a wide variety 
of ways. The benefits of being a 
Conference Advance Special are 
found in awareness and support 
across the conference.

The list of conference and district 

Advance Specials is published 
in the Journal so local churches 
can identify missions they would 
like to support, which increases 
local church support for mission 
projects that many might not have 
otherwise known. These missions 
are also able to individually 
seek support from conference 
churches. This is yet one more way 
in which we are “Better Together,” 
supporting ministries that reach 
the least and the lost, inviting 
them into a relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Churches are asked 
to review the list and prayerfully 
seek guidance to embrace one or 
more of the ministries shared in 
the report. The list of district and 
conference Advance Specials was 
approved.

The Rev. Matthew Lake opened 

the report of the delegation to 
the Jurisdictional Conference by 
quoting Psalm 130:5, “I wait for 
the Lord, my whole being waits, 
and in his word I put my hope” 
before noting that has been the 
cry of the Jurisdictional Delegation 
for some time now.

Rev. Lake reported that the 
Judicial Council recently ruled 
that jurisdictional conferences 
can occur this fall for the sole 
purpose of electing bishops. 
However, because of the timing of 
the decision, it was discerned that 
no episcopal candidate would be 
endorsed from the Susquehanna 
Conference. This is not to say that 
there are no qualified clergy or 
that God is not preparing elders for 
episcopal service, but simply that 
in this unusual season, we are not 

able to endorse a candidate. Rev. 
Lake expressed his appreciation 
to the Jurisdictional Delegation 
for its patience and flexibility and 
asked that they be lifted up in 
prayer as they continue to serve in 
these uncertain times.

The Rev. Michelle Bodle 
brought the report of the Board of 
Pensions. Motions were affirmed 
to approve the annuity rate, 
approve retirements and set the 
pension exclusion. Before ending 
her report, Rev. Bodle expressed 
appreciation to the Rev. Dr. 
Kathleen E. Kind and the entire 
board for their commitment to this 
important work over some very 
difficult years. 
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Resolution 1: Recognition of Special Days & Special Offering for 
Mental Health Awareness

By Rev. Rebecca L. Holland 

The Mental Health Task 
Force submitted a resolution 
to recognize Mental Health 
Awareness Month on the third 
Sunday of May by taking a special 
offering (#4050). This special 
offering will benefit ongoing efforts 
to continue providing information 
and education to clergy and laity 
on issues related to mental health. 
The resolution included the motion 
for the Susquehanna Conference 
to recognize September as Suicide 
Prevention Month and National 
Recovery Month. It also asked 
for the first week of October be 
recognized as Mental Illness 
Awareness Week by holding a 
special day of prayer on Tuesday, 
October 4, 2022.

The Social Principles of 
the United Methodist Church 
encourage us to empower and 
support people of all ability levels, 
including people with mental 
health issues. Our Social Principles 
state that those with mental illness 
and their families, “have a right 
to be treated with respect,” and 
“have a right and responsibility to 
obtain care appropriate to their 
condition (¶162).” 

The Cabinet Board of Global 
Ministries recommended 
concurrence. Due to being put 
forward by committee, no second 
was required. 

Discussion followed. A friendly 
amendment was offered from 
the floor which requested that in 

line 24 of page 46 we change the 
word “celebrated” to “recognized.” 
Rev. Madison, on behalf of the 
committee and the author of 
the resolution, stated that she 
accepted the amendment and 
would make a note of the change 
of language for future years. 
Bishop Steiner-Ball then stated 
that once the motion is before 
the body, the body has the right to 
vote on any amendments. After a 
vote, the friendly amendment was 
passed. 

Before a final vote, more 
discussion followed. The question 
was asked, “Would it be possible 
to consolidate all the mental 
health awareness activities into 
one month or one week?” Rev. 

Madison answered that the dates 
reflected in the motion are also 
national events that are recognized 
throughout the country. No more 
discussion followed. 

A vote was taken, and the 
motion was passed with the 
amendment. May 21, 2022 will be 
recognized by a special offering for 
mental health awareness (#4050) 
for the work of the mental health 
task force.  September will be 
recognized as Suicide Prevention 
Month and National Recovery 
Month, and October 4, 2022 will 
be a special day of prayer for those 
who experience mental health 
issues and their families. 

Resolution 2: Disability Awareness Sunday (October 9, 2022)  
and Special Offering

By Rev. Rebecca L. Holland 

The Disability Ministries Task 
Force of the Susquehanna 
Conference submitted a resolution 
that the second Sunday of October 
(October 9, 2022) be recognized 
as Disability Awareness Sunday. 
On this special Sunday, churches 
are encouraged to promote 
awareness about issues related 
to disabilities. Congregations and 
church leaders are encouraged to 
celebrate the gifts and graces of 
people with disabilities, encourage 
people with disabilities to help 
lead worship, and participate 
in a special offering to support 
Disability Ministries (Advance 
Special #3021054).

People of all ability levels are 
important members of the body 
of Christ. The Social Principles of 
the United Methodist Church also 
states that “annual conferences 
shall designate a special Sunday 
of the year to be observed as 
“Disability Awareness Sunday ( ¶ 
265.4).”

The Conference Board of 

Global Ministries recommended 
concurrence. The motion did not 
need a second since it came from 
committee. 

Some discussion followed. From 
the floor, a speech was made in 
support of the motion; however, 
the question was asked, “How can 
annual conference be made more 
accessible in the future?”

Rev. Rebecca L. Holland, the 
chair of the Disability Ministry 
Task Force of the Susquehanna 
Conference and author of the 
resolution, answered the question 
by stating that the Disability 
Ministry Task Force would be 
happy to work to make annual 
conference more accessible, but 
they were not consulted. She 
shared that they would be pleased 
to offer advice and assistance 
in the future. The task force 
has many ideas for how annual 
conference can be more inclusive, 
including the possibility of an ASL 
interpreter, closed captioning, and 
large print options.   

A friendly amendment was made 
in which the word “celebrate,” in 
line 42 on page 46 was changed to 
“recognize.” Discussion followed, 
in which it was recognized 
that members of the disability 
community have varied opinions 
regarding language. Some people 
recognize their disability as an 
important part of their identity to 
be celebrated and others believe 
their disability is simply something 
to be recognized. 

The amendment passed and 
the word “celebrate” was changed 
to “recognize.” 

Further discussion followed, in 
which the question was asked, 
“Why is the Disability Awareness 
Task Force not an Advanced 
Special?”

The Disability Task Force is not an 
advanced special because it does 
not have a budget. Any donations 
made to the Disability Ministries 
Task Force of the Susquehanna 
Conference are sent directly to the 
Disability Ministries Committee of 

the United Methodist Church. This 
committee serves the entire United 
Methodist connection by providing 
grants and resources to churches 
throughout the world. The 
Disability Ministries Committee 
of the United Methodist Church is 
part of the General Commission 
on Race and Religion.

The motion to recognize the 
second Sunday in October as 
Disability Awareness Sunday 
passed with the amendment. 
October 9, 2022 will be recognized 
as Disability Awareness Sunday in 
the Susquehanna Conference. On 
this special Sunday, congregations 
and clergy are encouraged to 
raise awareness about disability 
issues and empower people 
with disabilities for leadership. If 
churches choose to do so, they can 
take a special offering to support 
the work of disability ministries 
and donate it to Advanced Special 
#3021054.
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BBrriinnggiinngg  tthhee  MMoouunnttaaiinn  ttoo  tthhee  PPeeooppllee
Staying true to its mission since 1994, the Center for Spiritual
Formation has strived to provide opportunities for you to
experience the still quiet voice of God. The Orchard Hill Retreat
Center continues to be a place of rest and sanctuary for pastoral
leaders and laypersons throughout the Susquehanna Valley.
The Center is excited to share that those same mountaintop
experiences are now available to people around the world as we
offer retreats, webinars and our signature Ministry of Spiritual
Direction program online.

mountain

classes

IIss  GGoodd  ccaalllliinngg  yyoouu  ttoo  tthhee  wwoorrkk
ooff  SSppiirriittuuaall  DDiirreeccttiioonn??

IIss  tthheerree  ssoommeeoonnee  yyoouu  kknnooww  
lloonnggiinngg  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  mmoorree

aabboouutt  ssoouull  ccaarree??

Visit us online to learn more about 
the Ministry of Spiritual Direction

wwwwww..CCeenntteerrFFoorrmmaattiioonn..oorrgg

Did you fill out your prayer card?
Be sure to drop it off at the Center’s table.

We’d also be glad to talk to you more 
about what the Center offers 

and the Ministry of Spiritual Direction program.
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AC Workbooks  
In case you forget to pack yours, a limited number of printed workbooks 

will be available at the YSF table for  $14.
 

Charging Station  
Long sessions, short battery life, or lost power cord - we've got you 

covered. Check your mobile device at the charging stations on hightops 
in the rear of the plenary room and we will get you powered back up. 

(suggested donations $5$5 per phone, $10$10 per tablet/iPad, $20$20 per laptop)
 

Gift Basket Silent Auction 
Bidding on gift baskets will be open from 9 a.m. 

Wednesday until 9 a.m. Friday. There are many baskets 
waiting to go home with you! Place a bid on your 

favorite baskets at the YSF display table.   
 

By giving generously our youth can continue to be vital in their 
communities and the world.  

Thank You! 

YSF is the UM mission fund that is raised by youth, 
administered by youth, for the benefit of youth ministry  

and mission locally, nationally, and globally.   
 

Apply for a YSF grant online by visiting  
igniteyoungpeople.org, deadline October 31, 2022October 31, 2022. 

 

Grants will be decided and dispersed by the end of 2022.   

WE ARE UNDER CONSTRUCTION, getting ready to 
empower youth for leadership in a new day!  

Stay tuned for exciting youth ministry to emerge!
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FIND US ON

CHECK OUT THE VIDEO RESOURCES PRODUCED BY SUSUMC AT 

www.tinyurl.com/susumcYT 

QuikLINK is an e-mail broadcast 
service for clergy and lay persons of the 
Susquehanna Conference highlighting 

breaking conference-related news, events, 
job and classified postings, and more. 

To subscribe to this FREE service or post a 
message, email quiklink@susumc.org
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