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Service of Commissioning & Ordination
Ordained Elders

PHOTOS BY SANDII PEIFFER

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball encourages those who
are about to be commissioned and ordained with
words from the prophet Isaiah.

Left to right: Rev. David R. A. McElwee, Rev. John W. Bondhus,
Rev. Hannah Pratt Sledge, Rev. Tammy J. Blose, and Rev. Todd A. Christine

Commissioning/Provisional Elder Membership

Bridge Builders,
Connectors,
Repairers & Restorers

By Christie House
The body of Christ known as the Susquehanna
Annual Conference gathered on June 2 to
celebrate the ordination of five elders as full
clergy members of the conference and the
commissioning of three provisional elders. All
were consecrated – set apart and dedicated
– to carry the Gospel into the world and to
minister to needs and brokenness of the people
they encounter in that world. New Certified Lay
Ministers and graduating Licensed Local Pastors
were also recognized during the worship service
Bishop Sandra Ball Steiner presided over the
service and delivered a message to inspire and
guide the new pastors, as well as serving pastors,
retired pastors, and even those who might feel
called to become pastors.
Affirmed candidates to be commissioned and
ordained were presented by the Conference
Lay Leader, Joyce Davis, and the Rev. David
Stough, from the Board of Ordained Ministry.
Bishop Steiner Ball asked the final examination
questions of the candidates and confirmed their
answers.
“My sisters and brothers in Christ you have

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Left to right: Pastor Elizabeth G. Jackson, Pastor Christopher E. Weems,
and Pastor Adam W. Miller
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Nominations Report
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By Deb Steransky
year. After April, cabinet will fill any openings. She asked the body to
seek spiritually gifted and ministry-skilled individuals and submit their
names for consideration to the committee. There were many changes,
additions, and corrections to the report, and the report was adopted
as corrected. The committee works very hard, and we appreciate their
creativity and their heart for this challenging role.

The Committee on Nominations report was delivered by the chair,
Terri Cartwright, via video. She reported that the committee is
expanding its responsibilities as directed by cabinet. They will begin to
oversee leaders in Part B of the report, to ensure a consistent process
across all conference committees. Additionally, Cartwright said that
the time slot for their work will be from January through April each

Changes & Corrections
REPORT A: ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES NOMINATIONS
1. COUNCIL ON FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
1.3.5 Remove Jeremiah Park; Add Cynthia Moore-Koikoi
and Sandra Steiner Ball
2. BOARD OF ORDAINED MINISTRY
2.2 Robin Baer is York District (Y)
Christina McDermott is Harrisburg District (H)
3. STUDENT AID FUND BOARD OF MANAGERS
3.2.1 Justin Keel is now clergy, and moves to 3.2.2
3.2.2 remove Pastor Elizabeth Taylor
5. BOARD OF TRUSTEES
5.2 Class of 2023 Mark Shover is Williamsport District (W)
12. COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS
12.2.1 Please add Dave Wolfgang laity representative for
State College
13.COMMITTEE OF THE MOVING COORDINATORS
13.2.1 Remove David McElwee, State College; replace with
Steve Cowfer
14. COMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE
REVIEW
14.A Committee on Investigation
14.A.2 Remove George Johnson and Sue Jamison
16. BISHOP’S COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN UNITY &
INTERRELIGIOUS RELATIONSHIPS
Remove Jeremiah J. Park, Bishop; add Cynthia MooreKoikoi, Bishop and Sandra Steiner Ball, Bishop
Class of 2023 Remove Adam Miller and Daniel Wilt
Class of 2024 Remove Stephanie Rupert; Laura Kincaid is
now Chair

REPORT 4-B: PROGRAM AGENCIES
CAMP AND RETREAT MINISTRY BOARD
Remove Beth Jones; Kristin Hoover is now Chair
BOARD OF GLOBAL MINISTRIES
Remove Anna Layman Knox; add Sheila Noss
Ryan Gephart is now Peace &amp; Justice Coordinator
VIM GRANT COMMITTEE
*Jessica Summers is Laity
COMMISSION ON BELOVED COMMUNITY
Remove Paul Amara/ add Cabinet behind Kevin Witt
REPORT 4-C: DISTRICT NOMINATIONS
ALTOONA
COMMITTEE ON ORDAINED MINISTRY
Remove Jean Corl, Joshua Davinsizer, Nancy Goff, and Julia
Piper
Add Michelle Bodle, Carol Gathagan, Jonathan Morningstar,
Dave Poole (laity); Rebecca Holland will be
chair
STATE COLLEGE
BOARD OF CHURCH LOCATION AND BUILDING
Remove *Patty DeCapria, *Joyce Kerr, *Donald Spackman,
*Philip DeHaas, and *Stanley Sones
Add Brian Petrovcic, Judy Pfleegor
COMMITTEE ON ORDAINED MINISTRY
Remove Rev. Michelle Bodle and Rev. Pam Ford
Add Rev. Julia Piper (clergy)
COMMITTEE ON SUPERINTENDENCY
Remove *Faye Maring, *Robert Kidder, and Rebecca McGee
Add Larry Sheats
WILLIAMSPORT
BOARD OF CHURCH LOCATION AND BUILDING
Remove Carl Koch, Randy Mills, and Bob Franklin
Add Mark Shover (clergy), Mr. Randall (Randy) Laird, and
Mrs. Debra Steransky
COMMITTEE ON ORDAINED MINISTRY
Remove Larry Leland
Add Gregory Rapp, Chair
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OVER COFFEE
By Ryan Krauss
Susquehanna Daily LINK Co-Editor
One lesson my wife and I
picked up through the COVID-19
pandemic is trying to take
fewer opportunities for granted.
Compared to two years ago, the
electronics are open less in the
home (though not entirely gone;
we are millennials after all). I’ve
exercised greater flexibility in
the hours I work, making room
for family excursions. We also
implemented “mommy time”
and “daddy time.” The strategy
is simple; each child receives ten
uninterrupted minutes of attention
from each parent, to do whatever
either son deems most important
for the timeslot.
Whatever the benefits my sons
might receive from “daddy time,”
those ten minutes bless me, too!
Regardless of any personal or
vocational burdens I drag behind
me, I know I will have a chance to
lay them down to make the most
of my time with my sons.
Holy Conferencing – my love for
it, my excited yearly anticipation of
it, and my pangs of longing when
it comes to an end – takes on this
quality for me. Yes, there is often
much business work, like the
Trustees or the GCF&A reports.
Yes, the work of resolutions brings
out both our like-mindedness and
our differences. And, yes, three
days away puts a strain on other
work.
Nevertheless, I have cherished
every
single
uninterrupted

moment of relationship built
through annual conferences in the
last two decades.
In Colossians 4:5, Paul writes:
“Be wise in the way you act
toward outsiders; make the most
of every opportunity.” Sure, I’ve
been tucked away in the Daily Link
office for a bit. My hope has been
to make the most of the time and
conversations I’ve had with so
many wonderful colleagues and
friends. I pray I’ve been able to
make the most of my time spent
with new faces and new names.
As I’m learning with my sons, even
brief time can be time effectively
spent.
And I would like to sit with this
very same question until we meet
again at the 2023 session of the
Susquehanna Annual Conference.
Have I, am I, and will I make the
most of every opportunity afforded
me to draw closer to Jesus?
Will I make the most of every
opportunity to help new people
fall in love with Jesus for the very
first time? Will I make the most of
every opportunity to “act justly,
love mercy, and walk humbly with
God?” (Micah 6:8).
I invite you to wrestle with these
questions, too. That way, when we
meet again, we can share all the
incomparably amazing new things
God has been doing around us
and through us.
Author’s Note:
“Habeas
Copiam” is Latin for “may you
have abundance;” whether that
abundance is “joy” or “coffee” is
up to you.

By Skip Spangler
Susquehanna Daily LINK Co-Editor
One year, we decided to join
the Kentucky Mission Team on its
annual mission trip to Henderson
Settlement in Frakes, Kentucky.
This was going to be a new thing for
us. I had never been to Kentucky,
dry wall was not in my skill set and
grits were a word on a menu. But
we weren’t alone. We were with
a team. We set out together. We
arrived together.
After a good night’s sleep,
hearty devotions, and a delicious
breakfast, we set out for our work
site. On the way, I remembered
something Mother Teresa had
said: I see Jesus in every human
being. I say to myself, ‘This is
hungry Jesus, I must feed him…” I
serve because, I love Jesus. Then,
I remembered how she would pray
that the Lord make her worthy
to serve the poor, and I quickly
prayed the same.
Arriving on site, a friendly man
came out of his house to greet
us. We introduced ourselves and
explained that we had come from
Henderson Settlement. We quickly
learned that we had arrived at the
wrong home. He showed us the
correct house and thanked us for
taking the time to help someone
who really needed the help.
Then, he turned to me and said:
“You look familiar to me.”
I gently let on that this was my
first trip to Kentucky.
“I can’t place you,” he said,
“I just know I’ve seen your face

somewhere before.”
In that moment, he had drawn
me into the new thing God was
about to do in the community
settled along Highway 25 around
Lawson’s Country Store and
reminded me that a prayer is more
than a wish your heart makes.
Prayer is a place where we are
given the grace of Christ dwelling
in our hearts in love, receiving
the power to give his love and
discovering the joy and wonder of
being united to all in whom Christ
lives, the one who is doing in us
more than we can ask or imagine,
all to the glory of the Father.
(Ephesians 3:20-21)
I have long forgotten the name
of the stranger who guided us. I
am sure that I will long remember
to thank our Father for making
us family by making us in his
image. I am sure that I always
give thanks to the Father for the
ways the disciples of Jesus Christ
are changing a community to the
glory of God through Henderson
Settlement. I am also sure that
God will be blessed to hear
prayers of gratitude offered for all
his people have done there and
wherever we look to see the new
thing God is doing.

YSF is the UM mission fund that is raised by youth,
administered by youth, for the benefit of youth ministry
and mission locally, nationally, and globally.

SF

You th Serv i ce Fund

Apply for a YSF grant online by visiting
igniteyoungpeople.org, deadline October 31, 2022.
2022

Grants will be decided and dispersed by the end of 2022.
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Trustees Report

PHOTOS BY SANDII PEIFFER

By Rev. Ed Preston

Rev. Mark Shover convened the Corporate Session
of the Annual Conference and presented the Trustees
report. Having approved the minutes of the previous
year’s session, Rev. Shover listed churches which have
voted to close since the publication of the workbook:
Mt Hope UMC, with closing date on 6/30/2022, Ross
UMC with closing date on 5/25/2022, Sanborn UMC
with closing date on 6/12/2022, and West Milton
UMC with closing date on 6/17/2022. This list of
churches was confirmed by the Dean of the Cabinet,
Rev. Barry Robison.
Rev. Jennifer Park-Snyder offered the report of the
Property &amp; Casualty Insurance Committee as
published in the workbook. She reminded the body
that the Philadelphia Insurance Co offers free water
sensors for use in churches and parsonages, which
alert to the presence of water in our buildings.
Rev. Shover stated he would offer a resolution
that would greatly increase the transparency of the
disaffiliation process at the next conference trustees
meeting. Information such as name of the church,
location, date of vote, vote count, the text of the
motion and a variety of financial details would be
openly available if this proposed change is adopted.
He reminded us that paragraph 2553 states it is

the local church trustees and conference trustees
who work together on the details of any church
disaffiliation.
The body voted on the list of disaffiliations
individually. Bethel Catawissa, Lime Ridge, Pine
Run and Zion Penn’s Creek had their disaffiliations
approved.
Rev. Chuck Sprenkle offered a motion that
the Annual Conference direct the conference
trustees to limit required payments by disaffiliating
congregations to Shares of Ministry and unfunded
pension liability, with no liability for property values.
The Bishop ruled the motion out of order under the
Discipline as the authority to set such terms and
direct the process is clearly given to the conference
trustees. Rev. Sprenkle then requested a ruling of law
on the question, contending that the trustees act at
the behest of the Annual Conference.
Rev. Shover then raised Resolution 6, which
corrected an apparent oversight in the trustees rules
of procedure. The resolution passed. The whole
report was approved overwhelmingly and the election
of new Trustees affirmed.

Rev. Mark Shover

Rev Jennifer Park-Snyder

Become a bold,
Spirit-filled leader
Whether God is calling
you to ministry in the local
Church or in the world, United
has master’s and doctoral
degrees to equip you to make
disciples of Jesus Christ. Take
the next step and discover
God’s transforming power.

Visit us at united.edu/lead
admissions@united.edu
800.322.5817
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Thursday, June 2
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AC Photo Wrap-Up
PHOTOS BY SANDII PEIFFER
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Commission on Equitable Compensation
The financial situation of many
churches, both large and small,
has been greatly affected by
the overall economy and the
pandemic. Meeting financial
obligations has always been
difficult but has been made even
more complicated over the past
two years.
The Commission on Equitable
Compensation
has
the
responsibility of supporting clergy
throughout the connection by
recommending standards and
administering funds of pastoral
support, as well as outlining the
arrearage policy of the conference.
Rev. John Overman brought
forth
the
commission’s
recommendation for 2023. He
outlined the difficult financial
realities
churches
currently
face throughout the connection.
A recent report issued by the
University of Pennsylvania found

By Steve Cowfer
that average households across
the country are expected to spend
an average of $3500 more this
year than last due to inflation.
These are factors that need to
be taken into consideration when
making recommendations for
pastoral salary and support.
Rev.
Overman
explained
this year’s recommendations
represent a 6% increase over
last year, which is a substantial
increase compared to previous
years. He explained the reason
for this increase is due to multiple
factors; namely that the conference
recommendations were already
behind, and last year’s increases
were not substantial enough to
make up for the loss of income
in real terms. The commission
recognized that the Susquehanna
Annual Conference needed to
“play catch up.”
Furthermore, the commission

reminded the annual conference
that the recommendations are
minimums only and that individual
churches should take the impacts
of inflation and other economic
factors into consideration when
making determinations about
pastoral salaries.
The recommendation received
an amendment from the floor - a
motion to increase the minimum
recommendation for pulpit supply
at the local church level. Instead
of the recommended $75 per
single church and $15 for every
additional church in a charge, the
motion asked for the minimum of
$100 per single church and $25
for each additional church in a
charge.
After a few minutes of discussion
from the floor, the amendment
passed. The full recommendation
with the amendment was put to a
vote and was also passed, albeit

PHOTO BY SANDII PEIFFER

Rev. John Overman

not unanimously.
Finally, Rev. Overman reminded
the connection that there are
resources available for churches
that struggle to pay pastoral
salaries and benefits. Churches
were encouraged to contact their
district superintendents to inquire
about assistance.

Is God calling you to the work
of Spiritual Direction?

FOR SPIRITUAL

FORMATION

Is there someone you know
longing to learn more
about soul care?

Bringing the Mountain to the People
Staying true to its mission since 1994, the Center for Spiritual
Formation has strived to provide opportunities for you to
experience the still quiet voice of God. The Orchard Hill Retreat
Center continues to be a place of rest and sanctuary for pastoral
leaders and laypersons throughout the Susquehanna Valley.
The Center is excited to share that those same mountaintop
experiences are now available to people around the world as we
offer retreats, webinars and our signature Ministry of Spiritual
Direction program online.

classes
mountain

Visit us online to learn more about
the Ministry of Spiritual Direction

www.CenterFormation.org
Did you fill out your prayer card?
Be sure to drop it off at the Center’s table.
We’d also be glad to talk to you more
about what the Center offers
and the Ministry of Spiritual Direction program.
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Discipleship Ministries Report
By Rev. Ed Preston
Rev. Jeff Campbell, General Secretary of Discipleship Ministries,
offered the body his appreciation for conversations about
ministry. Acknowledging the difficulties of the last few years, he
also acknowledged the challenges of quickly adapting to online
worship, discipleship and evangelism. He affirmed the role of the
church as a body of peacemakers and bridge-builders.
One of the “tough” realities has been the number of “zeroes” in
reports on affirmations and baptisms in United Methodist churches.
Rev. Campbell asked the question: “What does it mean for a church
and a person when a ‘zero’ becomes a ‘one?’” Out of that question,
Discipleship Ministries developed One Matters, a program designed
to support churches whose ministries are moving them into positive
numbers. Out of One Matters, Discipleship Ministries established
the One Matters Award, a recognition of churches and charges
who are moving “from zero to one” and seeing lives changed in
the process. This year, the Harrisonville Charge received the One
Matters award. A video highlighted the success of each church in
the charge, all of which are increasing numbers of baptisms, faith
affirmations and membership declarations.

ONE MATTERS

PHOTO BY SANDII PEIFFER

Rev. Jeffrey Campbell, Discipleship Ministries General Secretary, presented
Pastor Erik Sollenberger, pastor of the Harrisonville Charge, Altoona District
and Roxanne Haulman, lay member of Ebenezer Church on the Harrisonville
Charge the One Matters Award.

Register for a Summer Camp or a Retreat Today!
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Bridge builders, connectors, repairers and restorers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO

been called to a commissioned or ordained
ministry,” she said. “You are to be coworkers
with laity, bishops, deacons, deaconesses,
home missioners, certified and local pastors,
and elders – the whole crew we work in
partnership with. You are called to serve rather
than to be served, to proclaim the faith of
the church in Jesus Christ and look after the
concerns of God above all.”
Repairers of the Breach
Bishop Steiner Ball’s message focused on
Isaiah 58:6-12 and Matthew 5:1-6, passages
about living a life in humble service to the
hungry, oppressed, the poor in spirit and the
meek.
“Building bridges, that’s what Jesus came
to do,” she said. “That’s what Jesus calls us
to do. Jesus is a bridge builder, a connector, a
repairer, a restorer of the way. Jesus turned a
dividing fence between Jews and gentiles in to
a uniting bridge. Jesus himself is a bridge and
through his death he has reconciled us to each
other and to God. Life-giving bridges. Followers
of Christ are led to reconcile things and people
that are broken. This is the message from
Isaiah. Ancient ruins shall be rebuilt.”
She compared the divided world of Isaiah
to the divisions and polarizations of our time.
Oppressed by corrupt leaders, embroiled in
conflict, suffering in a wide gap between the
rich and the poor – in Isaiah’s time, the tribes
of Israel divided and went their separate ways.
Before long, both were defeated and sent into
exile. In exile, they wanted to know what they
did wrong. Where was God?
The bishop named the victims of racism,
generations of people living below the poverty

line, families and communities suffering
through gun violence, people affected by war
and disease in today’s world. They, like the
people of Isaiah’s time, know what generations
living with no light at the end of the tunnel feels
like.
But Isaiah’s job description was to help
people make sense of the bad things that
happened and call people in the midst of that
to faithfulness to God.
“The genius of Isaiah,” the bishop said, “was
that he knew that if people were faithful to God,
they would respond to what was happening in
the world with building bridges, with seeking
out relationships, with making connections
that would engender care for the poor and
comfort for the oppressed.”
She cautioned the congregation about the
usual path taken when things don’t go well
– hunkering down, repeating things always
done, seeking fellowship only with like-minded
people, escalating the conflict and building
walls. This is not a witness that provides

comfort, much less food and spiritual nurture,
to those outside the church.
Bishop Steiner Ball encouraged the
congregation to “Build relationships with
people who are not like you – bridge the gaps
that build fear. Listen deeply, be curious, share
stories about what the Scriptures tell us will be
true.”
And into the World
The bishop then commissioned the three
candidates for provisional elder with laying
on of hands. She empowered them to serve
in the conference as they continue to prepare
for ordained ministry. The five elders were then
ordained with the words: “Take authority as an
elder to preach the word of God, to administer
the Holy Sacraments and to order the life of the
church in the name of the Father, of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.”
The congregation erupted into applause,
welcoming the newest clergy members of the
Susquehanna Annual Conference home.
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#BeUMC honors the core values that connect the people of The United Methodist Church
(The UMC). No matter the challenges we face, God is with us, and we continue to have
opportunities to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world!

This grassroots campaign, built upon powerful stories of congregations and people
living their faith, celebrates what draws us to The UMC and what we aspire to be.
Learn more at UMC.org/BeUMC.
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Annual Conference Award Recipients
PHOTOS BY STACY ECKERT

The Rev. Dr. Maud K. Jensen /
Rev. Dr. Karen E. Layman
Memorial Scholarship
Rev. Rachel Wong; Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball;
and Pastor Kelly Kocher-Ross,
Trinity UMC, Espy, Lewisburg District - recipient.

The Marty Cox Award for Christian Unity
Carlisle UMC, Harrisburg District - recipient.
Rev. Jacob Waybright; Rev. Mira Hewlett;
Cheryl Hale; Pastor Laura Kincaid;
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball; and Roger Woods.

Thomas K. Cartwright Scholarship
Rev. Rachel Wong;
Pastor Daniel Havrilla - Duboistown & Oval
UMCs, Williamsport District - recipient;
and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball.

The Howard & Elizabeth Brinton Church Award

Calvary UMC, Lawrenceville,
Williamsport District - recipient.
Rev. Andrew Burd-Harris; Larry Barnes;
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball;
and Pastor Janelle Moser.

The Harry Hoosier Award
The Flying Dove Church Award
Grace UMC, Hanover, York District - recipient. The Journey Church, Harrisburg District - recipient.
Marsha Curry-Banks; Sarah Filizzi;
Rev. Ryan Gephart; Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball;
Rev. Kristopher Sledge; Rev. Dr. Paul Amara;
Ronald Carter; and Duane Myers.
Rev. Kevin Witt; and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball.

J. Marlene Atanasoff Spiritual
Formation Award

Rev. Russell Hart; Rhonda Strouse;
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball;
Rev. Hannah Pratt Sledge - Aldersgate UMC,
Mechanicsburg, Harrisburg District,
Rev. Kristopher Sledge - The Journey Church,
Harrisburg District - recipients.

The Howard and Elizabeth Brinton
Individual Award
Rev. Andrew Burd-Harris;
Laura Inlow - West Side UMC, Clearfield,
Altoona District - recipient;
and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball.

The Bishop D. Frederick Wertz Award
Rev. Dr. John Piper; Rev. Brand Eaton;
Bishop Neil Irons - recipient;
and Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball.
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Resolution 3:
Resolution on Graceful Departures
By Steve Cowfer

How do we move forward as a
denomination? How can we either
reconcile our differences or find a
way through division in the most
respectful way possible? How
can the denomination fulfill its
responsibility to churches, laity and
clergy in ways that are meaningful,
impactful and respectful to all?
These and other questions
underscore Resolution 3 –
A
Resolution
on
Graceful
Departures. The resolution came
to the floor through coauthors
Rev. Jim Copulus and Rev. Jacob
Waybright. With a sizeable number
of signatures from a diversity
of perspectives, Resolution 3
sought to “support and encourage
a
transparent,
grace-filled
process” for the departure of
churches within the conference
that wish to disaffiliate from the
United Methodist connection. In
particular, the resolution seeks
to aspire to a process that is
beneficial to all and in the spirit of
our general rules.
An amendment was put forward
to add “transparent” to the wording
of the resolution; the amendment

passed.
The co-authors spoke to the
spirit of the resolution, stating that
if we are to separate, we want to
do so in a way that blesses one
another.
Various speeches in favor of
and against the amendment came
to the floor. Those who spoke in
favor did so because there are
some who feel slighted and feel
that only through departure can
any mutual love and respect be
maintained. Those who spoke
against the resolution did so for
different reasons. One speech
raised questions over whether
the true costs of disaffiliation in
other conferences were accurately
portrayed. Another speech felt that
church polity already outlines a
process for disaffiliation, rendering
the resolution as redundant. Still
another speech claimed that
division is nothing new to the
denomination; to be divided and
still work together can account
for the bulk of United Methodist
heritage and history.
The resolution passed, though
not unanimously.
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Resolution 4: Unity in Diversity
and the Gift of Difference
By Deb Steransky

Rev. Ryan Gephart introduced
Resolution 4 to the annual
conference.
The
resolution
asked that the Susquehanna
Annual Conference live out unity
in diversity for the sake of our
mission and Jesus’ desire that
“we may be one.” The resolution
asked that the annual conference
value differences and diversity,
including theological diversity.
Finally, the resolution asked that
the conference “aspire to live
out its convictions about unity
in diversity and the gifts of our
differences by both honoring
theological conviction and working
for equity and justice for all people
as we strive to embody the beloved
community.”
An amendment was proposed
to change the wording from
“theological convictions” to “each
other” and to strike the term
“theological diversity.” The reason
stated was that those terms
invited even more division instead
of encouraging oneness. A speech
opposed to the amendment said
that to change the wording would
render the resolution meaningless.

The amendment failed.
Discussion returned to the
original resolution, generating
passionate speeches both in favor
and in opposition. Those speaking
in favor of the resolution cited
Paul’s letter to the quarreling
Corinthians who were following
one apostle over another,
illustrating that Christians have
had theological differences “from
the beginning” while still being the
people of God together. Speeches
in opposition to the resolution
stated that by allowing such
theological differences, we invite
disunity.
Another point in opposition
was that theological diversity
encourages straying away from
what is essential.
A standing vote was taken; the
resolution did not carry.

Resolution 5: Supporting the Human Rights
of Palestinian Children and Families
By Rev. Rebecca L. Holland

A resolution was put before the
body of the Susquehanna Annual
Conference encouraging clergy
and laity to educate themselves
on the impact of the IsraeliPalestinian conflict on children
and their families. The resolution
called for clergy and laity to pray
for the Palestinian people, support
the bill H. R. 2590, urge their
senators to introduce a companion
bill to H. R. 2590 and post this
resolution to the conference
website. The Conference Board of
Global Ministries recommended
concurrence.

Discussion followed. A motion
was made to have the vote for
Resolution 5 be taken by written
ballot. The motioned failed.
Next, a motion was made to
amend Resolution 5 to make
it more global in scope. This
amendment would have included
the mention of women and children
in China, Ukraine, Afghanistan and
Nigeria. The amendment failed.
Clergy
and
laity
gave
impassioned speeches both for
and against the resolution. Those
who opposed the resolution
stated that they believed the body

of the Susquehanna Conference
should not act on items of a
political nature. They also called
into question the veracity of the
sources that are referenced in
H.R. 2590. One speaker argued
that resolution 5 was “incomplete”
because it did not the address
the concerns of children in the
United States.
Those in favor of the resolution
argued that Jesus calls us to care
for all the children of the world and
to stand with the oppressed. They
argued that Resolution 5, “asks
little more than for us to pray,

learn, and respond as individuals”
to the “50-year-long occupation”
of Palestine.
They emphasized their belief
that U.S. tax dollars should not be
used to harm innocent children.
A vote was taken. The results
were that three-hundred-and-fortysix (346) people voted in favor of
Resolution 5 and three-hundredand-fifty-three (353) voted against
it. The resolution did not carry.
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2022 Class of Retirees

Back row, left to right: Richard B. Fluke II, Pastor Frederick C. Snyder II, Pastor James L. Jacobs, Rev. Mark R. Shover, and Pastor Richard F. Anderson.
Front row, left to right: Pastor Matthew Armstrong, Rev. H. Janet Tiebert, Pastor Dorothy L. Tarreto, Rev. Susan O. Rogutski, and Pastor Donald B. Perry.
Not Pictured: Rev. Nancy D. Firestone, Pastor Deborah H. Harvey, Pastor Terry L. Hughes, Rev. Jeffrey A. Levy, Pastor Dennis L. McCleary, Rev. Sharon K. Miller, Pastor
Chris E. Pfleegor, Pastor Kimberly L. Phillips, Rev. Gary A. Shockley, Rev. David W. Trostle, and Rev. Howard T. Woodruff.

Recognizing Licensed Local Pastors, Certified Lay Ministers

Licensed Local Pastors

Certified Lay Ministers
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