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“In Times Like These,”  
How Solid Is Your Anchor?

By Deb Steransky

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi leads the Western 
Pennsylvania and Susquehanna Annual Conferences 
in the morning Bible study via a live feed from Erie, 
Pennsylvania.

In the first of a two-part Bible Study, 
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi opened 
with praises for our time together with 
the Western Pennsylvania Conference 
as she led their annual conference in 
Erie. “Through our gifted individuals with 
technological skills,” we were able to view 
her study via live feed.

The biblical foundation of the Western 
Pennsylvania Conference is Hebrews 
6:19, which says, “We have this as a sure 
and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope 
that enters into the inner shrine behind 
the curtain.” The cabinet of the Western 
Pennsylvania Conference spent three days 
at a retreat studying Hebrews to prepare 
for this current time.

Hebrews, she said, was likely not written 
by Paul. We aren’t sure who wrote it. It 
could have been Barnabas, Priscilla or 
Apollos. She explained that Hebrews is 
actually a sermon that was to be preached 
to the Greek Jews living in Rome who had 
become Christians. They were second-
generation believers who were living in 
trying times, called diaspora, a period 
during which it was beginning to be 
difficult to be a Christ follower. They were 
being incarcerated, their properties taken, 
and they were mocked for worshiping 
someone who died so shamefully. They 
were beginning to question whether they 
should continue in their faith and were 

almost at a point of no return. “Sluggish” 
is the word the Revised Standard Version 
uses to describe them. The believers 
expected something big to happen and 
were discouraged when it didn’t. Bishop 
Moore-Koikoi said that it brought to her 
mind the hymn “In Times Like These,” and 
played a video of the Cadet Sisters, a very 
talented group of young women singing 
that song.

Before Bishop Moore-Koikoi began to 
read and then preach, she recommended 
that, as we listen, we pay attention for the 
parts that explain the writer’s thoughts 
as well as the writer’s instructions to the 
reader, especially for the word “therefore,” 
because what follows is something that 
calls us to action. She said: “Be very sure 
your anchor holds and grips the solid 
ground.”

Bishop Moore-Koikoi went on to preach 
with conviction the first six chapters of 
Hebrews, which is the first half of the 
sermon the people would have heard. And 
some scholars point to chapter 6:11-12 
as the main point of the whole book which 
says, “And we desire each one of you to 
show the same earnestness in realizing 
the full assurance of hope until the end, so 
that you may not be sluggish, but imitators 
of those who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises.”

So, we won’t wait for things to happen. 

Council on Finance and Administration – 2023 Plan for Funding Ministry 
By Steve Cowfer

The Council on Finance and Administration 
(CFA) brought its report to the Susquehanna

Annual Conference over two plenary 
sessions, from Thursday afternoon to Friday 
morning. Rev. Dr. Tim Baer, president of CFA, 
opened by thanking the annual conference 
for helping kids at camp and helping fund so 
many ministries through donations, prayers, 
concerns and shares of ministry.

There were a few initial action items. Rev. 
Baer reported that the auditor this year was 
new, as the policy of the conference is to 
change auditors every so often. The full audit 
report was not included in the workbook but 
can be requested from CFA, if desired. Rev. 
Baer also mentioned that the investment 

policy and general policy are included in the 
workbook for informational purposes.

Following this report, Rev. Baer turned to the 
proposed Plan for Funding Ministry (beginning 
on page 38 of the workbook). The plan 
reflects an overall decrease of $2,299 over 
the previous year, with benevolent expenses 
decreasing but connectional ministries and 
clergy support increasing slightly. In addition, 
CPP Holiday Reserves will be used to help 
alleviate budgetary concerns for 2023, which 
will have the effect of decreasing the amount 
that will need to be raised by shares of ministry.

Friday morning, Rev. Baer moved the budget 
to the floor for discussion. There were several 
questions for clarity about the report. One of 

the largest areas of concern was whether 
and how disaffiliations will be reflected in the 
budget.

The budget was approved, though not 
unanimously.

The Rev. Jennifer Williams made a motion 
from the floor to institute an effectiveness study 
of all ministry nonprofits with independent 
501(c)3 status that receive funding through 
the annual conference. The rationale for this 
process is a similar endeavor undertaken by 
the Northeastern Jurisdiction. After additional 
questions, the conference voted to approve the 
formation of this study to be directed by CFA.
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We need to act now. God does not change, she said.
He doesn’t lie; therefore, we have hope. It’s not under 

our control. Our hope is in Jesus, because he went 
behind the veil and tore it in two. We are in crisis, she 
said, so be very sure your anchor holds.

Part 2 of Bishop Moore-Koikoi’s Bible study will be 
presented tomorrow morning, Saturday June 4 at 8:00 
a.m., and will be available online at https://vimeo.com/
event/2175222.

https://vimeo.com/event/2175222
https://vimeo.com/event/2175222
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AC Workbooks  
In case you forget to pack yours, a limited number of printed workbooks 

will be available at the YSF table for  $14.
 

Charging Station  
Long sessions, short battery life, or lost power cord - we've got you 

covered. Check your mobile device at the charging stations on hightops 
in the rear of the plenary room and we will get you powered back up. 

(suggested donations $5$5 per phone, $10$10 per tablet/iPad, $20$20 per laptop)
 

Gift Basket Silent Auction 
Bidding on gift baskets will be open from 9 a.m. 

Wednesday until 9 a.m. Friday. There are many baskets 
waiting to go home with you! Place a bid on your 

favorite baskets at the YSF display table.   
 

By giving generously our youth can continue to be vital in their 
communities and the world.  

Thank You! 

YSF is the UM mission fund that is raised by youth, 
administered by youth, for the benefit of youth ministry  

and mission locally, nationally, and globally.   
 

Apply for a YSF grant online by visiting  
igniteyoungpeople.org, deadline October 31, 2022October 31, 2022. 

 

Grants will be decided and dispersed by the end of 2022.   

WE ARE UNDER CONSTRUCTION, getting ready to 
empower youth for leadership in a new day!  

Stay tuned for exciting youth ministry to emerge!

Register for a Summer Camp or a Retreat Today!
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AC Photo Wrap-Up
PHOTOS BY SANDII PEIFFER 



6     Susquehanna Daily LINK - June 3, 2022 - WRAP UP

Susquehanna Annual Conference 
Session 2023

By Steve Cowfer

Just before the end of our 
current conference session, 
the Rev. Dr. Kathleen E. Kind 
announced the plan for the 2023 
session of the Susquehanna 
Annual Conference. The session 
will be different from recent 
sessions in several ways.

The location for next 
year’s conference will be the 
Community Arts Center in 
downtown Williamsport, Pa. 
The conference will convene on 
May 18 and conclude on May 
20, 2023. One major change 
being explored is that there 
will be no registration fees for 
clergy or lay representatives. 

However, food and lodging will 
be the responsibility of everyone 
individually.

The Susquehanna Annual 
Conference will aim to provide 
recommendations for lodging 
in the form of downtown hotels 
with blocked rooms at group 
prices. In addition, the sessions 
committee will aim to recommend 
restaurants near the meeting 
facility and possibility of making 
boxed lunches available.

Mark your calendars now 
and keep your eyes open as 
information is made available as 
next year approaches.

Resolution 7:  
The Windup and Termination of 

Seedling Financial Ministry
By Rev. Rebecca L. Holland

The Rev. Dr. Tim Baer, president 
of the Council on Finance and 
Administration of the Susquehanna 
Conference, presented a plan to 
wind up and terminate Seedling 
Financial Ministry (previously 
known as the Loan Fund).

The current executive director 
of Seedling, Christine M. Sims, 
outlined for the body the many 
concerns that led to the formation 
of this resolution. She stated that 
the future of Seedling Financial 
Ministry was uncertain, and that 
the ministry was no longer viable.

Despite publicizing their services 
to local congregations, Seedling 
has not made any new loans over 
the past two years. “Our last new 
loan closed in January 2020,” said 
Sims. She expressed the concern 
that Seedling may soon be subject 
to increased scrutiny from State 
agencies. “Under the current 
circumstances,” said Sims, “the 
timing is right to look at options for 
the future.” One of these options 
is to wind up this ministry over the 
next few years.

The Council on Finance and 
Administration, the Board of 
Directors of Seedling Financial 
Ministry, and the Susquehanna 
Cabinet believe that now is the 
appropriate time for Seedling 
to wind up and terminate its 
operations. Most investments will 
be paid out by December 31, 2024. 
The longest-term investments will 
be redeemed by 2027.

The board of Seedling believes 
that this will allow for a “refocus 
on mission.” After repayment-in-
full of all outstanding investment 
certificates and all current loans, 
the entire capital of Seedling 
will be available for use in the 
Susquehanna Conference. The 
projected value is approximately 
$8 million. Hope was expressed 
that this money would provide new 
opportunities to fund ministries.

More information and answers 
to frequently asked questions 
regarding this plan can be found in 

the Annual Conference Workbook 
and on Seedling’s website at 
seedlingfinancial.org.

Much discussion followed. 
Support was expressed for the 
resolution, but also grief because of 
the need to terminate it. The Loan 
Fund (Seedling’s predecessor) 
was originally founded in 1919 
and has a long history; however, 
members of Seedling’s board have 
expressed that banking regulations 
have changed. One member of the 
board stated, “The ministry of the 
Susquehanna Conference is not 
to be a $43 million dollar bank.” 
They also expressed concern 
because Seedling came under 
governmental scrutiny in 2015. 
The Board of Seedling emphasized 
that, although it is difficult decision, 
now is the appropriate time to wind 
up their ministry.

According to the executive 
director, “It is the perfect time to 
pay back all investors with interest 
and we will not need to require 
churches to pay back their loans 
early.”

Members of the body expressed 
the hope that the money freed 
up by the dissolution might be 
used to form an endowment to 
help renovate churches in need 
of repair or form a new loan fund. 
Bishop Steiner Ball ruled that any 
amendment that would bind future 
bodies of the annual conference 
would be out of order, especially 
since the results of Seedling’s 
wind up and termination are yet 
to be seen. She ruled that any 
amendments to Resolution 7 
about the future use of money from 
Seedling should be “encouraging” 
rather than “binding.”

The body of the annual conference 
voted to pass Resolution 7 without 
any amendments.

We give thanks to God for those 
persons and churches, both past 
and present, who provided funds 
to support this ministry in our 
conference for more than 100 
years.

Closing Worship
By Rev. Ed Preston

Closing worship for the 2022 
Annual Conference session 
began with the Rev. Daniel Wilt 
recounting Billy Graham’s ill-fated 
visit to Altoona in 1949. That visit 
was marred and shortened by 
arguing between the local clergy 
tasked with helping the crusade. 
In sharing that story, Rev. Wilt 
contrasted those days with the 
present, where a new movement 
called “Saturate Altoona” has 
brought pastors and churches 
together in offering the love of 
Jesus Christ to the community. 
God is indeed doing a new thing!

Members of the annual 
conference were invited to 
light electric candles and then 
shared points of hope that we 
had observed during the annual 
conference, sharing those with 
our neighbors.

Bishop Steiner Ball then 
worshipfully turned to the setting 

of appointments, with a liturgy 
that called both clergy and laity 
to a renewed commitment to 
ministry in their communities. 
The names of those receiving 
new appointments were scrolled 
on the screens as members of 
the conference prayed in silence. 
Conference participants then 
read Wesley’s Covenant Prayer 
as a reminder of our humble 
commitment to the ministry 
of Christ in the world. With the 
bishop’s official declaration of 
the setting of appointments, she 
led us in singing “I’m Gonna Let 
It Shine” as candles were waved 
joyfully.

The Rev. Barry Robison offered 
the final motion for adjournment 
which was joyfully approved and 
members the conference were 
sent forth to be in ministry to all 
the world.

http://seedlingfinancial.org
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FIND US ON

CHECK OUT THE VIDEO RESOURCES PRODUCED BY SUSUMC AT 

www.tinyurl.com/susumcYT 
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breaking conference-related news, events, 
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#BeUMC honors the core values that connect the people of The United Methodist Church 
(The UMC). No matter the challenges we face, God is with us, and we continue to have 
opportunities to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world! 

This grassroots campaign, built upon powerful stories of congregations and people 
living their fa ith, celebrates what draws us to The UMC and what we aspire to be. 
Learn more at UMC.org/BeUMC. 

FIND INSPIRATION 
Each of us lives out ou r fa ith in unique ways. The full story of 
The UMC reflects al l of our interwoven experiences. 

Begin com posing your story by cons idering our common roots. The below 
statements declare what unites us as United Methodists and what we are working 
towards, together. These elements wi ll help you answer the question, "Why am I 
United Method ist?" Find inspiration here, but always tell your story, your way! 

--....... 

FOUNDATION: 
LIVING THE GOSPEL 
The UMC is founded on a Wesleyan theology 
of grace, a ocoored in Scripture, and based 
in the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and 
the continuing m011emeot of the Ho~ Spirit. 

DISCIPLE MAKING 
Rrst and foremost, we are dedicated to the mission of 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the v.orfd in the tradition of John Wesley. 

We are disciple-making, faithful, deeply rooted , 
grounded in Scripture, Christ-centered people of God. 

BELONGING & INCLUSION 
All belong and will be loved in The UMC. Al l will 
be heard, respected and engaged. All will oo free 
to develop their persona l relationship with God 
and to serve fully in the ministiy of Jesus Christ. 

We are diverse, justice-seeking, resilient. 
welcoming prop le of God . 

INFLUENCE, CONNECTION & IMPACT 
With more than 12 million members across the globe, we a re 
a po,verful connection. living and shari ng the grace of Jesus 
Christ through the po.ver of the Holy Spirit. We a re com milted 
to work for global health, education, creation care, child 
welfare, disaster recovety and countless other efforts. 

We are miss ional, connected, world-changing, 
generous people of God. 

EXPERIENCE OF GOD 
THROUGH THE UMC 
We embrace a Church where we experience 
our triune God in personal and community 
relationships, transfomning our own lives, the 
lives around us, and the entire world . 

We are committed, Jesus-seeking, Spirit-filled , 
grace-filled , praying people of God. 


