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Sue Reisinger 

.     

God’s grace and peace to you. 

We are still adjusting to new ways to be in minis-

try through United Methodist Women with the re-

strictions placed on us by this pandemic. I recent-

ly participated in the Northeast Jurisdiction vot-

ing online as we are not going to meet in person. 

After two trainings on voting, I was able to vote successfully 

when the time came. The NEJ website has posted results.  

We have not finalized plans for the conference meeting for 

this fall, but we will keep you informed. District meetings 

will be different too, so check in for updates with your dis-

trict. I had a Zoom meeting with Sally Vonner last week for 

the conference presidents. Below is a quote from her follow-up 

email. 

 “Thank you for your leadership always, and especially 

during this unique time. Women, children and youth are still 

in need of our support and we must continue to find ways to do 

all we can. Please remind your leadership team to reach out to 

their district counterparts and encourage them to reach out to 

their local unit  counterparts. We must not be in a wait and 

see mode; we must adapt, step up and lead others to do like-

wise. Many at the local level may  feel disconnected, while 

staying connected and giving to mission is  still possible. 

Let's help each other to see new possibilities in  the midst 

of change. Everyone has a telephone and can be reached.” 

Please do keep in touch with each other in any way possible. 

We need each other more than ever.  

I had hoped and prayed for our country to allow God to work 

through us to bring about a new sense of cooperation and un-

derstanding. There has been some progress. Unfortunately, we 

have had new divisions made through fear and ignorance. On Ju-

ly 20 there was a nationwide Strike for Black Lives. There 

have been peaceful and violent protests for Black Lives Mat-

ter. We need to come together in our commonalities instead of 

focusing on our differences. The United Methodist Women web-

site has information about all of the current hot topics. 

Check it out to stay informed. The Pennsylvania Poor People’s 

Campaign has been promoting the #Free People Strike to free 

those in our prisons that are vulnerable and endangered by the 

COVID-19. They are holding a rolling hunger strike. Websites: 

https://freepeoplestrike.net/ & htpps://linkr.ee/

freepeoplestrike 
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Our executive committee meeting is on August 8. We will finalize our slate for this 

fall’s election at that time. We will also finalize our plans for how our annual 

meeting will be conducted. I have been putting some updates on our Facebook page. 

Hope that you are finding these resources helpful. 

Peace to all those who have lost loved ones recently and those who are struggling 

with family illness and issues. 

 

Blessings to you all! You are in my prayers! 

Love in Christ, Sue Reisinger, President 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Mission Today 

Greetings to all!  I know this has been a tough year for everyone.  We have all had to embrace new technology 
in order to worship and fulfill our mission as Christ’s Church.  I hope everyone has been safe and well during 
these months. 
The deadline for the Mission Today reports was May 31.  So far I have received reports from Altoona, State 
College, and Williamsport Districts.  I hope the remaining districts will send in reports in time to be recog-
nized at our virtual Annual Day.  Each local UMW group should send their reports to the District Education 
and Interpretation Coordinator, or to whomever their District President designates if there is no coordinator. 
The address to send the reports to is as follows: 

Glenda Shepherd 
8 E. Belmont Ave. 
Dallas, Pa.  18612 
If you have questions, my email is gcshepherd@hotmail.com, and my phone number is 205-299-6313.  
Try to stay safe and well as we look forward to meeting at Annual Day in 2021. 

 

 
 
 

 
Spur One Another On Toward Love 

 
 
I’m sharing (with permission) this devotion from our Mission u friend Pastor Bill Klebe, First UMC Berwick. 
 
Hebrews 10: 24 - 25 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
 When I was a child, I used to spur my brother and my sister on. Not to do good deeds, but to do something that 
would get them in trouble. I just knew the right buttons to push, to get them upset. Right now I look out to society, with 
those memories and see the same childish games being played. People will say things or post things, just to make the 
other side look bad, hoping to get a negative reaction out of others. The enemy has taken over and turned people against 
one another. Instead of simply disagreeing, people are now on the attack. This is the plan of the enemy because the 
more we argue and fight, the more we pull away from Christ and His teachings.   
 It is time that we turn back to Jesus, and spur each other on toward love and good deeds. Like mothers all 
around the world used to say, "if you don't have something nice to say, don't say anything." Our society is in need of 
encouragement, and sitting down at the same table (even if on zoom) to work out our differences. A world where we 
are promoting love and good deeds will stifle the enemy and will do amazing things for us all. 
 
Gretchen Mackey, Spiritual Growth Coordinator  
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Treasurer’s Report 
Toni Oplinger (717) 229-2119 

 
As of July 18, 2020, we have sent the following mission dollars: 
Pledge: $32,258.73 
Special Mission Recognition $     860.00 
Gift to Mission $     230.00 
Gift in Memory $     715.00 
World Thank Offering $  4,451.89 
   Total Undesignated Giving $38,515.62 
 
A Call to Prayer & Self-Denial $  8,100.00 
A Brighter Future for Children & Youth $     523.00 
Neighborhood Center, Harrisburg $  2,958.00 
Red Bird Mission, Kentucky $  1,223.00 
McCurdy Ministries $     100.00 
   Total Designated Giving $ 12,904.00 
 
Total Giving Thru UMW National  $51,419.62 
 
United Methodist Children’s Home 
   Mechanicsburg, PA  $     300.00 
 
Total All Giving  $51,719.62 
 
Our Pledge is $130,000; year to date we have paid $38,515.62 approximately 29%+.  We are making progress and I ex-
tend my heart felt thank you to all of you who are continuing to support your Pledge to missions through the five chan-
nels of undesignated giving. 
I recently spoke with our Mission Resource Center and I am happy to say the 4-year pocket calendar (2021-2024) will be 
available through the 2021 Sampler packet, see attachment for detail information.  UMW Offering envelopes are availa-
ble in packets of 10 (free for the shipping cost).  Call the Mission Resource Center at 1-800-305-9857 and ask for UMW 
Offering envelopes item #68.5047.  Envelopes are not available online for purchase, you must call the 800 number to 
order. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

               Social Action 
As we continue to mourn the loss of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, and so many other black lives sto-
len by systemic racism, we lift up this prayer: 
Oh God— 
You are the Spirit that took primordial soup and created order. 
You are a God that so loves the world. 
You are a savior, suspended on a cross struggling to breathe. 
We come before you acknowledging George Floyd’s murder and the air that was denied him because of racism. 
We acknowledge children in frontline communities whose asthma makes running, jumping, hopping difficult. 
We confess that 71% of African Americans live in counties in violation of air pollution standards. 
“I can’t breathe” is uttered by far too many. 
Breathe on us breath of God. 
Fill us with life anew. 
Empower us to faith, hope, and love in action. 
Amen. 
There will be Just Energy for All monthly strategizing and capacity building sessions on the third Wednesday of each 
month. They are conducted by UMW Office of Economic and Environmental Justice. You can register on the UMW 
website. Everyone is welcome to join these webinars to learn more about the Just Energy for All Campaign!! If you 
have any questions regarding the campaign please call Phyllis Terwilliger (717)-356-2066 or email phylter-
wil@hotmail.com  
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     Vice Presidents Report 
 
Greetings, United Methodist Women of the Susquehanna Annual Conference! I pray that you are 

well during this most unprecedented time. We have missed many things, including church worship with 
singing, gathering with family and friends, and have experienced a disruption of work and school schedules. 
And then we have also experienced the senseless killing and unrest caused by the disease of racism in  our 
country. Until all are free, truly no one is free. We certainly have Christ’s work to do, UMW! It has indeed 
been a most challenging time. 

We must not forget, however, that God is clearly in charge. I am often reminded of that in the 
Psalms: “Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always (Psalm 105:4).” Despite the challenges and 
ugliness of our world, beauty is right in front of us. And God is always working, as evidenced by several 
things that have fallen into place with our Annual Day. We cancelled our in person event for this fall. We 
didn’t know that Bishop Park would schedule an online retirement service on October 31. But, because of 
COVID, we were able to move our Annual Day to an online event with a fabulous speaker, Carol Barton 
from UMW out of New York, and her amazing staff. We are working on a date and will let everyone know 
as soon as possible. I’ve also included a bio on Carol for you to read. Be well, my friends! 

In Christ’s Service, 
Allison Francesco, Deaconess 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Biography of Carol Barton 
 
Carol Barton is executive for community action with the United Methodist Women national office 

based at the Church Center for the United Nations. She works to engage United Methodist Women members 
in action for social justice as a public witness to our faith. Current United Methodist Women priority con-
cerns include Immigrant and Civil Rights, Climate Justice, Human Trafficking and Domestic Violence. Bar-
ton is lead staff on United Methodist Women’s Immigrant and Civil Rights Initiative and serves on the 
church-wide United Methodist Immigration Task Force. She also works with colleagues to engage members 
on economic justice, racial justice and peacemaking concerns.  

Barton has extensive background in United Methodist, ecumenical and non-profit education and ad-
vocacy. A priority focus is on the intersection of race, class and gender in women’s lives. She holds a mas-
ter’s degree in political economy from the New School for Social Research in New York City. She has also 
worked with Church Women United, Women & Philanthropy, the U.N. Non-Governmental Laison Service, 
and the Women’s International Coalition for Economic Justice. She lives in New York City with her hus-
band and two adult children. 


